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extended period. Their example is to be com-
| mended.
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" The patient is strong enough now to be tald
how sick he was. Actually, of course, he had a
tough idea all along, and the report was read
fo him not because his temporary convalescence
made him able to “take it’ but in order that
Be might know what he might safely do with-
dut suffering an immediate and serious relapse.
‘ Yes, the Pacific Northwest lumber industry
Ras been sick. The federal survey directed by
President Dexter M. Keezer of Reed college
and presented by him at a meeting of lumber-
men and labor leaders of that industry Mon-
day in Olympia, reveals that over a 14-ye:ar
period its losses actually have exceeded its
gains. Some operators, sometimes, made money.
But counting in all operations for the entire
period from 1927 through 1940, the industry
lpst money. A

! Millions of board feet of {imber toppled to
the ground and moved to the mills; band saws,
edgers, trimmers and gang saws whined, thou-
sands of men toiled, carloads and ship loads of
lumber were hauled away to build wuseful
things—and the industry’s operators were, at
the end of 14 years, worse off than if they had
just shut down in 1927 and gone fishing.

In 1940 the industry made a little money. It
cost $12 to produce a thousand board feet of
logs, including $5 for 5.8 man-hours of labor,
and the logging operator averaged $1.07 profit.
It cost $17.v2 to produce a thousand board feet
of . lumber, including $5.01 for 7.8 man-hours
of labor, and the sawmill operator averaged
$1.29 profit.

That is approximately a 7 per cent profit to
the sawmill operator. And that was in 1940
when prices had advanced 12 per cent over the
1935-39 average. Until late in the year, wages
had lagged behind prices, or the profit would
not have been so great. By December, sawmill
wages were up 15 per cent over the 1835-39
average.

Lumbering is outstandingly one of the indus-
tries in which “venture capital’ is required.
The risks are great, and that sort of capital de-

mands that profits for successful operation shall
be commensurate with the risks. Why then did

lumber operators stay in business—those who

did—through the depression? Presumably be-
cause that was their business.

There is not, for the moment, any moral in
this story. Oh, you can blame the depression
and the reciprocal trade agreements, but all the
remarks that might have been applied to them
have been knocked higher than a kite. Defense
industry demands lumber. The warring nations
need lumber, and buy it when they can get it.
After the war they will need lumber to re-
build, and will buy it when they can pay for it.
After that . . .

But it's good for the lumber industry to
know, and for loggers and sawmill workers to
know, and for the general public of the Pacific
Northwest to know how sick the lumber indus-
trv has been. Mutual understanding will be
helpful in working out mutualerelationships for
the immediate future, and later on when the
patient shows signs of a relapse. Every living
soul in the northwest has a personal stake in
his state of health.

Dress-up

Unless Salem’s downtown bottleneck is bro-
ken through utilization of the present court-
house square for retail purposes, the business
district in the “creeping” process characteristic
of such centers will divide and form two with an
“old town” between—such is the warning ut-
tered by some of the Ten-Year Planners.

Conceivably this might come to pass in an-
other half-century or so, especially if Salem’s
growth is to be rapid. But the evidence to date
is to the contrary. As we have pointed out more
fully heretofore, Salem's business center has
done some creeping but it has demonstrated an
individualistic tendency to double back upon
itself.

Ninety years ago when this newspaper was
born—as you are due to be reminded next week
in greater detail—Commercial street was thriv-
ing but business already had a tendency to con-
centrate at its State street intersection. State,
Court, Liberty, High, Chemeketa, Center and
even Ferry street have had their moments to a
greater or less degree but today, no matter how
you figure it, the exact business center is not
more than a block and a half from where it
was in 1851.

Just this morning, following the coincidence
of Spring Opening with the formal openings of
two handsome business structures, it is appro-
priate fo take note ‘of the ultra-modern tech-
nigue which has ' facilitated: this *“doubling
back” tendency and made its continuation all
the more probable. A considerable number of
rather venerable buildings, sound as to interior
byt obsolescent in their exterior appearance,
have been “dressed up” within the last two
years. Contemporaneously, some of the older
and less substantial buildings have been razed
and modern new edifices have replaced them.
Salem’s business district has been brightened
and modernized to a remarkable degree. ,

Credit for enterprise, up-to-date ideas and
faith in their community—and in its present
business center—is due to the property own-
ers and lessees who have participated in this
rejuvenation program which has made the life
of the present retail district insurable for an

tory before he reiched even the eminerce of a
foot-note, {

Voltaire, for i ce, in a twentieth pentury
incarnation, might have succeeded with wit,
plenty of common $ense; and a high appréciation
of the ridiculous where the Munich palice, in
1923, failed utterly. Will Rogers might have
turned the trick, if he had been a Eurgpean—
which we're glad| he wasn't—instead! of an

American genius. | i

At any rate, laughing Hitler out of the hall
of fame is not so fantastic as it sounds. Cer-
tainly genuine humor has never been a pare
ticularly Prussian,|or a particularly German,
characteristic, except in certain portiond of the
Rhineland and Austria, where most of Ger-
many’s rulers notdbly do not hail fram. Dr.
Goebbels' pathetic attempts to wring| humor
out of the stolid factory workers of Berlin is
a case in point, and Wednesday’s fairy-tale
episode in Belgradeis even better proof.

In the Yugoslav capital, one of the news-
papers printed a fairy tale: It was a vety good
fairy tale, moreover, and one that had point,
so that it was clear even to the monumental
stupidity of a Prussidn commanding offi¢er that
what was intended was not something'to en-
tertain children but Satire, Humor, Irre¥erence
aimed at the holiest of the holy, the German
reich. Even a Feldmarschal could see that the
Wolf referred to was Germany, and the weak,
:i;.;k, cringing Fox ndthing but Italy, the reich's

¥. |

The Germans, so the report goes, understood
the point of the artitle, and, in Victoria’s lan-
guage, were not amused. They went to the
point of saying that “strong official ptotests”
would have been made, (about a fairy tale,
mind-you), had not German-Yugoslavian “ne-
gotiations” already become extremely delicate.
This they said in all|seriousness, never|realiz-
ing that nothing they could possibly dd would
make their own position any more ludlicrous,
or that their officers tould look quite so utterly
ridiculous as when standing on their dignity

in the presence of an allegory about allion, a
fox, a wolf and a irabbit, which mentioned
Great Germany not at all.

Well, maybe they would like to put Agsop on
the blacklist. If they ido, it only proves that a
regime which fears the teller of child!s tales
can hardly be, in thé words of its owhn press
agents, the great colossus of all time which will
mould the future in its own image.

News thind
The News

By PAUL MALLON

WASHINGTON, March 20.—The strangést con-
gressional hearing in many a legislative day was
the house appropriations subcommittee inquiry to
= o e detetmine if Mr. Roosevelt's re-

o - quest for $7,000.000.000 is jus-
tified. !

War Secretary Stimdon was
called to exude official! admin-
istration light on the |subject.
He testified: “In the finst place
the British submitted a confi-
dential list some months ago
of their requirements,”| but he
was  hazy about it, canceding
ten minutes later the list was
furnished “about a mohth ago
as I recall it." i

Asked republican Rép. Ta-
ber: 'Has a program been laid

Paul Mallon

-out to get the things you have in mind, or is it ex-

pected that you will supplement it later?”

Stimson: “That is subjeéct, Mr. Taber, to so many
contingencies of war that it is almost impossible
to answer it exactly.”

Mr. Knudsen, the production boss, was! called.
“We have a preliminary schedule;” he said, “we
have a sort of forecast ¢overing the $7,000,000,000,
but it is not in final form.”

Rep. Cannon asked what credit this govérnment
would get for the materials, and whether they
would be inventoried at the cost of production.

Mr, Knudsen: “I haven't the faintest idea.”

Budget Director Smith| was called. He wap asked
how the expenditure would be supervised, “I do
not think that has been/ finally determined,” said
Mr. Smith, “but it is my understanding there will
be some kind of a policy committee, probably con-
sisting of cabinet officers who will work !at this

program in relation to their own.” { -

Rep. Ludlow: “Where will the records jof this
vast transfer of material be kept? In your dffice?”

Smith: “I don't know ctly what sort of|system
we will have, but the original records will Le kept
in the departments with some provision for cen-
tralizing stmmaries.” | :

After an hour or so of this, the congressmen
gave up. It was apparent that Hitler is the
only one to be left in the dark about what is afoot.
The @sdministration refrained so carefully from
tilting its hand that the congressional leaders found
it difficult to muster justifying material for the

Sedate Chmrmn Woodrum of the houseéappm—

ing the mundane matter
to the stars as follows: .=
“Oh freedom! Thou ar¢ not as poets dream,
“A fair young girl with light and delicatd limbs,
“And wavy tresses rushing from the cap, elc., etc.,
‘But) ... “a bearded than armed to the teeth.”
|

That settled that. i i
Mr. Woodrum also settled the matter of where
$7,000,000,000 is to come from in a
ith the formula in his subcommittee hearings. In

mchheaMMM:“Howmw,m
pay the bill” and he| answered himself! “I do
t know.”™ ]
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The department was shocked to
Mr. Enudsen's OPM decl to let them ha
zinc plates. !

Reason: That much zine would supply ¥
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS ~

Reprinting some 3-21-41
matter from old files
of this column reaching
back over eleven years!
= %

(Continuing from yesterday:)

“On the slab there is lettered:

*This slab marks the resting
place of Mrs. Elizabeth Gaines,
consort of John P. Gaines and

daughter of Archibald Kinkead
and Priscilla McBride; born at
Versailles, Kentucky, March
13th, 1819; died August 13, 1851.°

“Governor Gaines had stormy
times while he was chief execu-
tive of the territory. Political
feelings ran high and deep.
There were but three regularly
appointed governors while Ore-
gon was a territory, but eight
terms were served.

% %

“Joseph Lane was the first
governor, taking his seat and
declaring this a territory March
3, 1849. (That was Saturday.
There is a tradition that Gen-

eral Lane arrived late at Oregon

City; late that evening, having
been delayed on the last leg of
his trip by row boat up the Co-
lumbia and Willamette rivers;

but that he was anxious to make

the official announcement on a
week day while President Polk,
who appointed him, was in of-
fice;
Zachary Taylor was to take his
seat at Washington as President
of the United States; and that
the General hunted up a printer,
wrote the proclamation, and had
it printed, dated the third, Sat-
urday; but that the task of sei-
ting the type and printing the
proclamation was not completed
before midnight. It was Iike the
Oregon legislature stopping the
clock before 12 Saturday night,
and going on with legislation
during the early Sunday hours,
as has.been done; many, at least
several times, to the visual
knowledge of this columnist.)
“President Polk, who appoint=

Editorial Comments

From Other Papers

POOR SPORTSMANSHIP
The treatment accorded the

Astoria high school basketball
players and their coach, follow-
ing their championship victory
in the state tournament at Sa-
lem, was one of the most rowdy
demonstrations that has ever fol-
lowed in the wake of amateur
athletic games. It was a dis-
graceful exhibition of poor
sporismanship.

The fact that the Salem city
council and the school authori-
ties of the capital city have tak-
en immediate steps to investigate
the affair indicates that there
is stern disapproval in official
circles there, and certainly no
one here would entertain a
thought that the actions of these
hoodlums reflects the attitude
of the good people of Salem. But
we suggest to the school author-
ities that they ascertain why
high school students were in the
rowdy mob downtown and to
the city fathers that they learn
why their police waited two
hours before rescuing the be-
leaguered champions and why
another member of the force
quailed before the rioters and
left two Astorians to rely upon
their own resources to get away
from their abusers.

Willamette university started
this popular tournament and has

" staged. it very successfully. Sa-
« lem has always been the host

tempted to take from the Fish-
ermen their hard-earmed prize,
which they had won fairly and
squarely from Salem in the de-
ciding game of the state tourna-
ment.

There has been no little senti-
ment throughout the state in
favor of moving the official
state tournament out of Salem
to some other court, either at
Portland, Corvallis or Eugene.

This proposal had been based
primarily upon the lack of fa-
cilities in Salem for handling
crowds. The Willamette univer-
sity gymnasium balconies are
entirely inadequate for accom-
modation of the throngs of spec-
tators who now flock to basket-

“ball games and the growing in-
. terest in this sport promises to

aggravate the situation more and
more each year.

Now the unsportsmanlike at-
titude of Salem high school stu-
dents becomes an additional
motive for transferring the tour-
nament to some other point.

Salem’s reputation for good
sportsmanship has never been
too savory. Time and again Sa-
lem ptic teams and support<
ers have beenh embroiled in mix-
ups similar to that which oc-~

curred in Salem Saturday night.”

Local controversies now and
then could be ascribed to over-
exuberance of youth and for-
given, but when enthusiasm gets
out of bounds at state tourna-
ments such as that of last week
it is time gomething iz done
about jit.—Albany Democrat-
Herald.

The ‘
Safety Valve

Letters from Statesman
Readers

DYNAMIC SPEAKER

To the Editor: Friends of the
west. We have heard speeches,
debates, discussions, confer-

men, listen in on KEX 3 pm.
/Sundays. I assure you, you shall

for on Monday, the b6th,.

ed Lane,  was &« Democrat.
Gaines, a Whig, was appointed

by President Taylor (a Whig)
to succeed Lane. His tombstone
says (or intimates), that he be-

gan being Governor in Novem-

ber, 1849, and his enemies said

he began drawing his salary
then, but that Kintzling Prit-
chett,: by wvirtue of his office as

secretary of state, held the office
of governor from June 18 fo
August 18, 1850, Lane having
resigned to run for Delegate in
Congress to succeed Thurston,
first Delegate, the latter having
died on his way home to run
for reelection.
b B

“Gaines took office August 18,
1850, replacing Pritchett. Pierce
had been elected President, and
Lane, then Delegate in Congress,
had himself appointed Governor
of Oregon ito replace Gaines, as
Gaines had replaced him.

“But Lane had been renomi-
nated for Delegate in Congress,
and on his arrival from Wash-
ington he took the office of Gov-
ernor and served three days,
May 16 to 19, 1853, when he re-
signed and George L. Curry,
Secretary, by virtue of his of-
fice, became chief executive,
serving till December 2, 1853,
when John W. Davis was in-
stalled, having been appointed
by President Pierce. (Oregon's
Congressman and Governor
Pierce’s father was a first cousin
of President Pierce.) Davis re-
signed to take effect August 1,
1854, and Curry again became
Governor ex officio.

N N %

“He served as such till No-
vember 1, 1854, when he was
appointed Governor by Presi-
dent Pierce, and held the place
till March 3, 18580—the last of

the territorial terms, giving way

to the first Governor elected by
the people, John Whiteaker;
Oregon having been admitted to
the Union as a state. Thus the
territory had eight terms, with
only three regular appointees in
the Governor's office.

“Gaines upon his arrival found
warm receptions awaiting him.
He was a Whig and Oregon was
then Democratic. Lane was a
popular idol, and his friends did
not relish the Whig Governor
foisted upon them. The Repub-
lican party had not been bomn.
It was the people’s party in
Oregon that gave the battle to
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lowed to communicate with her
uncle. It vital that . ..

Kloffer's th went dry with
the' horror of his though{ The
situation was clearly set: The
Grafin Reinhold must not
lJeave the t! It would be im-

eve of the time when he would
strike, almost at zero hour, he
could not afford interference.

The Countess shuddered as she

saw in his eyes the soul of a
man in despair,

“I must go,” she murmured.

“No! No!” he cried, his voice

She curled her lip, thinking he
was frightened, but she did not
move from where she stood and
he lowered his hands again,,
having raised them imploringly.
She could see that he was strug-
gling to speak.

“Adelheid,” he said, “I realize
I have no [right to ask this, but
—can you consider remaining
silent about what you have
learned?”

“Silent?” she repeated, as
though such a course had never
occurred to her. “How could I?
My duty to my people is as plain
as evidently yours is to the—
Jews.”

“Nothing I can say will per-
suade you not to tell General
von Wallenfels of this?”

“Nothing,” she said and,
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of the conning-tower rose upon
its hinges. The upper portion of
a man clad in a high-necked,
thick, white sweater appeared.
With a pair of night-gilasses he
scanned the bay, giving a more
careful scrutiny to the lights of

clair's bay.
(To be continued)
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