-~

¢ bill.”
" legislature, he has recommended ‘an increase in

. gotten around to drafting a “program.”
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Due-Bill

When Gov. Arthur Langlie of Washington an-
nounced several weeks ago that he intended to
comply with the provisions of Initiative 141,
the voter-approved measure setting the old age
assistance amount in Washington state at $40
and removing restrictions as to need, there was
a lifting of eyebrows throughout the northwest
scarcely justified in view of the simple fact tl‘mt
this was the law, a part of the body of law which
the governor had sworn to uphold and enforce.

Now Gov. Langlie has presented the “due-
Appearing before a joint session of the

the state sales tax from 2 to 3 per cent, with
the effective date set at such time as will as-
sure collection of the necessary amount within
the biennium, | the tax to revert to 2 per cent
if and when the voters enact an income tax
law,

The democratic legislatyre of Washington had
thought to embarrass the republican governor
in this/ matter; had hoped in the first place,
presumably, that he would refuse to pay the
increased pensions and thus get himself “over
a barrel” or that in the unlikely event that he
proceeded to comply with the law, would get
the state still further “in the red.”

Now it looks as though Langlie has crossed
up the legislature by preparing to comply with
the law and placing upon the legislature the
burden of raising the necessary wherewithal.
Of course the chapter is not yet ended.

The contrast with the “public welfare” policy
in Oregon is worth noting. Here the legislature
has allocated to old age assistance and relief
all the funds it can spare out of existing rev-
enues and apparently will refuse to raise ad-
ditional revenues. We have a notion the people
will thank the legislature—especially about the
middle of this month when the federal taxation
shoe does its heaviest pinching for this year
and the people realize it is going to pinch even
more painfully next year.

Incidentally, persons disposed to deplore the
slow progress of- major legislation in Salem
might cast their eyes toward Olympia, where
virtually no important bills have been ap-
proved in either house; the leadership has ‘jau:t

r
legislature is taking its time; at this distance
it appears that the Washington legislature has
not even been using its time.

Horror

Not since the German Library of Information
favored us with a disgusting study in 250 pages
of “Polish Acts of Atrocity against the German
Minority in Poland” have we observed horror
more carefully drawn and excruciatingly con-
veyed through the written word than in the
current offerings of Jan Valtin in his book, *Out
of the Night,” and in current magazines, notably
Reader’s Digest and Life. .

Mr. Valtin—whose editors assure his read-
ing public that he does not write under his real
name . . . the OGPU, you know—is reported to
be a communistic secret agent turned nazi
Gestapo man _under German torture. He is sup-
posed to have seen both the German and the
Russian secret police at their indescribable
worst, and to have escaped death at their hands
himself on a pumber of occasions. He has much
to say of physical horrors endured at their hands,
though less of the more devastating gray tor-
tures of loss of freedom and spirit.

Only a fellow communist-nazi can properly
judge Mr. Valtin and his writings. Very possibly
he is what he represents to be. Very possibly
the things he tells with a certain gusto—inhu-
manities in German and Russian prisons, suf-
ferings which make the fate of the Inquisition’'s
victims seem like Sunday afternoon in Peoria,.
brutalities more animal than human—have
actually happened somewhere, sometime,.

All an unknowing outsider can say is that Mr.
Valtin's tales, like the composite pictures of
world’s fair fame, tell a little too much a little
tod beautifully. They are too- good—or too
awful—to be completely true in the life of one
man. A collection of most of the horror tales,
real and fancied, told for the last 10 years about

" the secret police methods of Europe, in fact,

If collected and woven together, would prob-
ably read about like Mr." Valtin's chef
.d'oeuvre of brutality, inhumanity and treach-
be stronger than fiction, but it
well.

-

The: Salem/ water board, the city of Salem,
the Salem s¢hool district and Marion county
are up in litigation relative to the

properties changed from private
inder which they were taxable, to
which exempts them from

agencies governing thesg several

units and the attorneys who ad-
pay not be entirely blameless, the
: d in part from ambiguity or
least, obscurity of the present law.
Competent advice is to the effect that thjs
obscurity is corrected by legisia-

“ bifl for all-out aid to-B

if a disability éxists j[which impairs efficiency,
that fact will become apparent without an ex-
lmination. I ™

There is on the other hand a type of exam-
ination which teachers should be required to
take at reasonable intervals; an examination
which will reveal the existence of-any nervous
or mental disorder. For this is a type of ail-
ment which does affect teacher-pupil rela-
tions, and one against which, because “
teacher is always right” the pupil has little
protection. Especially in large school systems,
the percentage of psychopathic teachers is con-
siderable, as a recent survey in New York City
revealed. : .

Strange to say, it is rather difficult to deprive
teachers of their certificates if they are un-
suited to the work for this reason: and if they
are under the tenure law, it is difficult to re-
move them from positions held when the dis-
ability is disclosed. -

Oscars :

If ever there was an actor who merited the
Academy “Oscar” it is Jimmy Stewart: not alone
for his performance in “The Philadelphia Story”
which set a new high ! for elevated comedy, but
for everything he has done in the past year. As
for Ginger Rogers, from our way of thinking her
selection was the case of a nice kid whom every-
body wanted to give a break.

And when it comes to giving “Grapes of
Wrath” any plug at all, for its alleged artistic
merit, that appears to be a confession that 1940
wasn’t much of a year for great motion pictures.

We hope, and presumably they hope, that the
public has noticed all the bouquets handed by
luncheon-speaking legislators to the Marion
county delegation, particularly Senators McKay
and Jones. '

News Behind
The News

By PAUL MALLON
(Distributed by King l':turu Snydicate, Inc. re-
production in whole or in part prohibited.)
WASHINGTON, Feb. 28—Next tough govern-
ment clampdown will be dropped on the nation's
major industry, steel. Sharp mandatory priorities
are in line for spring or early

summer.

Not all at the OPM or de-
fensé commission can yet see
this prospect, but certain gov-
erriment men who are working

_ up the needs of production
against capacity consider it cer-
tain. | (Incidentally they forecast
a month in advance the recent
mandatory priorities on alum-
inum and machine tools.)

A 'peculiar circumstance is
that the government can do
anything it wants with man-
agement but not with labor. If

Pan) Mallon
steel -employers strike, the law allows confiscation

of their property. If they even hesitate on gov-
ernment work, mandatory priorities can be in-
voked. But no rule or law in any way restricts
steel workers who do the same thing..

CIO is headed for a lot of trouble when its newly
appointed organizer of the vital aviation industry,
Richard Frankensteen, first starts exerting pressure
involving defense contrac¢is. The Dies committee
has a record on him a yard long. Privately com-
mittee authorities say the record does not indicate
Frankensteen is a member of the communist party
but wedges him so deeply into that crowd, the
difference will hardly be perceptible to the naked
eye.

Union sources explain his prominence in articles
of the Daily Worker and in suspected communist
peace propaganda societies by saying he needed
communist support for his drive to gain control
of the United Automobile Workers at the time of
the break to the AFL. | Their story is that the
commies were Frankensteen's fellow travelers
rather than he theirs, but they will certainly have
a hard time distinguishing who was traveling
with whom.

Perplexed defense promoters have been trying
to run down that story about Brazil buying 21
new passenger airplanes in England with our money
—after purchases here had been denied them on
the ground that everything we had here must go
to England. They cannot prove anything definite
about the 21 planes, but they have found the equal
of that story has either happened or could happen
and they are trying to reform their policy.

This much they proved:

The Brazilians bought 80 to 100 airplane engines
from England recently. | The British accept the or-
der to help Latin-American trade and to prove to
the Latins they were well enough fixed in air-
planes to make such a sale. _

Lockheed aircraft has asked approval to begin
negotiations to sell about 21 small fransport ships
to Latin America. Theé American concern wanted
a ruling from the priorities division on such sales
to Latin-American cpuntries. Apparently the
priorities division was willing, but the war depart-
ment objected. War Secretary Stimson repeated-
Iy has insisted that evén our own commercial air-
lines limit replacements.

‘that with his_testimony in
secret on the ne!l-lmnim give away bill.
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Bits for Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

How Salem schools 3-1-41

have grown; her public

schools now are employing

a total of 258 men and women:
T %

(Continuing from yesterday:)
Who furnfshed the funds for erect-
ing that first little frame house in
which the first schools were
taught on the site of Salem, ex-
cepting in the mission Indian man-
ual labor school that became the
home of the Oregon Institute that
became the first home of Willam-
ette University? This writer has
not yet been able to find out,
though diligent Inquiry has been
made, dating back to a long ago
period.

Perhaps the labor was donated.
(The site did net belong to any-
body.) Perhaps this included the
labor of cutting down the trees
and hauling the logs to the mis-
sion mill; perhaps the labor in the
mill. It may be thal there was a
subscription list of labor for put-
ting up the building, and of the
blacksmith. who made the square
headed and square shaped nails.
For the modern wire nail with a
round head had not then been in-
vented, or thought of. It is poss-
ible that the work in making the
doors and window sashes was do-
nated; it is likely they were of
cedar wood, for cedar trees were
then plenitful here, especially on
the- west side of the Willamette,
above and near where West Salem
is now.

e

Political meetings were held in
the little frame building in the
forest that was afterward reduced
to the trees in Marion square. Per-
haps slavery and anti-slavery doc-
trines were discussed there, for
some slaves had been brought to
Oregon with the covered wagon
trains,

The general elections were held
in that little frame building;
showing .that it was evidently re-
garded as a public building, in
which all the people had an in-
terest. What became of the Thtle
building surrounded by the for-

Your Federal

Income Tax

TRAVELING EXPENSE

To obtain a deduction for tra-
veling expenses, which form an
important item in the returns of
many taxpayers, certain regula-
tions must be observed. The tax-
payer is required to attach to his
return a statement showing the
nature of business in which en-
gaged, number of days away
from home during the taxable

est that ran along the east bank

of the Willamette from near the

present paper mill on Commercial

and Trade streets and the river

front down to where the Marion

county poor farm is now located?
=T %%

It was moved, finally, in the
1858-'60 period a few blocks
south, to about the center of the
one between Court and State
streets, west side, and became a
book store. The 1871 Salem Di-
rectory has a page advertisement
of the store of Yeaton & Boon),
(A. T. Yeaton and H. D. Boon),
Commercial street, boosting their
“books, stationery, musical instru-
ments;” “wholesale and retail
dealers in school and blank books,
toy and gift books, miscellaneous
books, Harging’s photgraph al-
bums, Harding's photograph
Bibles, Harding's Bibles, plain,
the best variety of stationery in
Salem, the largest stock of wall
paper and border in Salem, pi-
anos, organs, guitars, fifes, violins,
flutes, flutinas, concertinas, ac-
cordeons, tambourines, sheet mu-
sic, etc.” -

= %%

This writer believes Yeaton &
Boon then had their store in the
frame school building that origin-
ally stood at what became the
corner of Commercial street south
of Marion square,

The 1874 Salem Directory shows
H. D. Boon with a book store on

State street; afterward the Patton
book store, and A. T. Yeaton in the
furniture business on the east side
of Commerrcial, between State and
Court streets; nearest Court.

e e

The little frame building that
was the school house, etc., and
housed the book store was torn
down to become the Capitol Na-
tional bank building; that after-
ward became the First National
bank, its present guarters Stale
and Liberty streets; in Salem’s
first and only skyscraper.

e T T

In 1853 the Salem school district
was organized, in 1857 construc-
tion of the “big Central” school
, house was commenced, and it was
finished in 1858. So Salem chil-
dren could have the advantages of
free public schools. .

Next to the “big Central” school
building was erected, in the 1860-
70 period, the “little Central”
school house, for negro children.

T %%

The Salem of those days had a
considerable negro population, the
slaves who were brought in the
covered wagon trains, and their
children: by that time having be-
come free. But the white people
of that short period would not al-

-low their children to mingle with, “What

"m"exch!m.l' the other.
+ *“The T t I bet he

“What another of you? I don't
believe it.™

“No need to he comie”™
frowned the other. “And he's no
relation. I'm the last of my line.”

“Yes"” chuckled Meredith
“The terminus all right, buffers
and all!™

After his large lunch with

hour
about 3 pm., when English
thoughts veer towards tea, that)
Meredith began his fifth inter-
view of the day. ;

Christopher Lee proved to be
an old young man of the type
found frequently in the ecivil
servie. Possessed of a university
degree and a calm official man-
ner, he looked sleepy but was
not.

“Makyn’s?” he echoed John's
query. “Yes. I have assembled
some data "—he pronounced it
“datah™—"but it's not, as yet,
conclusive.”

*“May I see what you've got?”

“You may, though it’s rather
irregular.”

“So is the fact that you're
compiling this when you're sup-
posed to be working for the gov-
ernment,” retorted Meredith.

“Quite. But I don't think we
need go into that. Here's the
file.” iy
Meredith stared rather blank-

ly at columns and columns of

figures, place-names, times and
mileages.

“All very interesting, Mr. Lee.
“But what does it mean?

“Logs,” replied the other.

“It might just as well be loga-
rithms as far as I'm concerned.
Come on, please explain these
logs, preferably in words of one
syllable.”

Mr. Lee regarded Meredith
unwinkingly; then said, “What
exactly d'you expect to find?”

Sir John smiled. “I don’t ex-
pect anything. I hope. Is there
anything you can tell me about
this company that doesn’t

.. elick?” ‘

"Doem’t. click? echoed the °

other.
-“Anything odd,” explained
ohn.

“Yes,” said Lee promptly.

“Ah, now we're going to
town,” said Meredith slangily.
“Tell me—"

“Some of Makyn's lorries run
to the north of Scotland. The
furthest point, according to their
log-books, is Wick in Caithness.
That’s 15 miles due south from
John O'Groats.”

Meredith looked
about this

J

nunlﬁ--
John

those of black parents. Hence the O'Groats?”

“little Central” school house.
(Concluded tomorrow.)

Editorial Comments

From Other Papers

DUTY OF THE STATES

In the opening days of the Ore-
gon legislature now in session,
scores of bills were introduced. A
considerable proportion of them
involved revenue and taxation.
With but one exception—a mea-
sure proposing to reduce the state
gasoline tax by one cent a gallon—
all of them would, if passed, im-
pose a further drain on the tax-
payers.

That is the normal tendency of
state legislatures - thoughout the
country. But in these highly ab-
pormal times, the lawmakers face
an obyious duty which so far
seems {o have been generally over-
loocked. That duty is tor pare state

- expenditures to the bone.

This year we will all pay high-
er federal faxes. And, as every in-
formed person knows, the in-
creases so far approved by con-
gress mark but a very short step
along a very long road: Further

the
made for defense. In short, we are
going to pay fed-

Ploitation of Oregon’'s scenic
highways have held to the hope
that, sooner or later, a majority
of our legislators would be able
to see billboards on our high-
ways as they really are, nof only
an eye sore but a definite hazard
to safe driving. -

But the majority of members
of the house in the present ses-
sion, intemt on knocking down
the ears of leftist Neuberger, are
losing sight of the main issue—
the welfare of the public at
large. Which any way one looks
at it, is unfortunate. — Hood
River News.

2t the howss-adopied a1
tually becomes law a

“Well, according to these logs, |

Makyn's lorries usually reach
leck about midnight. Now, I'll

you an extraordinary thing!”
Lee looked as though he were
about. to disclose a cabinet sec-
ret. “They arrive about midnight
but they don't leave Wick on
their return until one the follow-
ing afternoon.”

Having said this, Mr. Christo-
pher Lee sat back with an ex-
pression compounded of pride
and anticipation.

“Very interesting,” said Mere-
dith. “Very interesting, indeed!
What does it mean?” :

“Don't you know about the

¥ law?” asked the other.

“I used to,” smiled the vet-
eéran minion of it.

Then Lee explained. “Accord-
ing to law, a lorry driver is en-
titled to ten hours in which to

it
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their help a bit longer to sleep.™ -
“My dear fellow,” said Lee

small, concentric circles. He *
handed it to the solicitor’s clerk
and asked if he might see Mr.
Peabody. A minute later Si<

“Well, it started down in Bat-
tersea with a coroner’s 2(1&."
said Meredith who told Str Hec-

 “What are you ringing Hailey
for?” asked Meredit.hm‘ 1

“I'm going to get him down
hm_ ,” Teplied the other. “Were

ar-

i nd Sir John and his

host settled in deep chairs drawn

up to the fire in the library.
(To be continued.)

With the Troops

show here, but I'm not sure

.:I'he' !itllelilns-_ mﬂﬁk;.l
Oregon road map — Wdéodbumn,
Eugene, Medford, Portland, La

tice the neatness of the strefls, :

the orderly and cheerful appear- Grande, Grants Pass, Baker,
ance of the men, and the little Pendleton, The Dalles, Forest
signs that hang at the end of Grove, St, Helens and Astoria.
each line of tents, proudly show- Each of these places fur-
ing from what Oregon city that nished at least one o
certain company originated. the 186th.

Col. Ralph P. Cowgill of Port- Attliemtﬁlne.m
land, “officer of the to Col. Cowgill, the 186th infan-
186th infantry, claims the esprit try has lost nearly one third of
de corps of his outfit is the high- its regiment ta the new training
est of any regiment in the 4lst center at the 4ist division can-
division. And probably. if push- tonment. A training cadre, un-
ed further on the point, he hﬂnulnnnd(dcw’t.lm-
would say it was the highest ence Devlin of Portland, are
in the entire army. ' * busily engaged training recruits
“I regret the fact we won't be  which will soon bring the regi-
lﬂ.hd‘!ﬂtt&edtﬁuent’mtuphnwﬁmm
cities in Oregon from where we of 2260. Its present strength is
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