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; The Virtuoso and the Draft
-- ' Suppose you were married, with two children. Suppose
you had a great deal of money, and year wife, in spite of the
jvar, had a considerable income from her family's sheep
farms in Australia. Suppose, finally, that you are a child
prodigy recently become one of the world's foremost violin,
virtuosos; that your musical skill is just now achieving the
final form and maturity which will mark it all through your
life. Suppose all that, and then ask yourself whether you'd
like to join the, army just now.

The answer is that you wouldn't. But that wouldn't be
flnaL In these days of the draft, of armies marching around
Virtually everywhere, of war and rumors of war, the final
decision wouldn't and shouldn't depend on whether you
like to join the army or whether you wouldn't, violin or no
violin. The final determinanin your case, just as in the
cases of all other young men of your age, would be public pol-
icy, and so to stay out of the army, you would have to justify
your deferment on grounds of higher policy.
' , Well, could you or couldn't you? On the credit side of
the ledger you'd be able to offer talents for which rare is
hardly the name : great violinists liave been unique beings
yer since Nero. You'd be able to point to your two children,

and claim that nobody else with that many little exemptions
Hrotting around had been called to serve his country. You'd
be able to say that keeping people happy with your music
was vastly more important to the nation than anything you
tould do with a rifle or a spade.

jj On the liabilities side the draft board would be able to
(tell you that you were a citizen, that citizens had to serve
:!when called, and so what? They'd be able to say that being a
fmusician isn't of itself sufficient grounds for exemption, and
that anyway, maybe you could play in army camps. You

i could take it, but you couldn't leave it.
j; So, in the end, your name is Yehudi Menuhin, you're one
(pi the world's greatest artists, and that's your quandary with
j respect to the San Jose county, California, draft board where
.you're registered. Your father, who is also your secretary,
:is telling people that he's going to take the matter up with
; Washington, and that he's sure "Intelligent men in this coun--
try will realize there are many good reasons for putting such

j an outstanding world artist in the most deferred class." May-;b- e
you believe him; maybe you don't. The point is that the

Question's there, and how are you going to decide? How, for
that matter, is anybody going to decide, the draft board
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Klaniath Alan Dies
BRAZIL. Ind.. Jan. 1-- M)

Robert J. Eaton, 80. Klamath
Falls, Ore., railroad man,! died of
a heart attack here last night
while ert route home by automobile
from Michigan . j i
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William --BUT Brova is
by aa editorial? wrtUr'-i-vh.-

on the Portland; Oregonlanj
- v v

Under the heading Wffliam
"Bill" Brown, the editorial pas
of the Portland Oregonlan of
Monday. January IS, had the trib
ute which follows: " :

--It was more than the death of
a man when i 'BUI Brown passed
on in the Methodist Old People's
home at Salem Satnrday; It was
the end of a way Of Ufe.

V 1 V- -
. : "Eastern Oretqn. will always
produce characters of scope and
sweeping- - Imagination and strong
personamy. ; xaat is inherent, in
the sweep of, the land Itself. The
climate and the soli require sixe
for success. The miniature does
not work well there, as tt does
down here in the raUey. Bnt eren
Eastern Oregon Is not likely to
produce another 'Bill Brown or
another 'Bill Hanley. They were
products of a particular period
the period of Intense indiridual- -
lsm which followed the opening
of the country, when a man's
own rifle was the dominant law.

"We do not know how much
truth there was to the story that
once when rustlers made off with
a hand of horses. Bill Brown
forked his, brone. In stocking feetas usual, and rode after them
alone; and that after a time he
returned with the horses, forerer
silent as to what had happened to
the rustlers. He nerer would talk
about it. But his associates said
the story was true. Anyhow, It
was typical of the times. And
it also was typical that he com
bined a strange gentleness and
faith with this ruthleesness.

V
"As M. Leona Nichols wrote of

him in a biography some years
ago, he always had his hand in
his socket, to giro to someone or
some institution. And though he
wrote his check on a chip, they
honored it down at the bank.

"We shall not see his like
again. He passes from this range
to the next, and we feel confi-
dent the Lord will hare favored
place for him in heavenly bunk-house- ."

'
S

That's a nice tribute of the
Oregonlan editorial writer, to
"Bill" Brown, and to Eastern Ore-
gon. But, like Mark Twain (or
was it Bill Nye?), who said of the
report of his death that It was
somewhat exaggerated, many
things said of "Bill" Brown were
somewhat orerdone In the telling.

He did bestow the first 110,000
gift' upon the Methodist Old
People's home In Salem, but he
did not sire $7500 and various
other sums to Willamette Univer-
sity. It was the other j way
around. Willamette University,
from Its endowment fund, made
him a loan to buy feed for his
stock after a bad crop year But
he gave security, and the . loan
was repaid. j

Some persons will remember
the visit of Dr. Doney, then
president of Willamette Univer-
sity, at "Bill" Brown's Eastern
Oregon home. Dr. Doney went
upon the urgent advice of some
friends of the institution, who
felt sure that the result of the
visit would be a large gift for
Willamette's endowment fund.

However, Dr. Doney had a nice
visit and an interesting time. In
fact a good and needed vacation,
for the journey was a long one,
and the Brown headquarters
ranch not a short distance from
the main highways and the beat-
en paths.

But the net result that came
from the visit, as Dr. Doney told
it, in his inimitable manner, was
not one cent of money, or collat-
eral for money, or even a prom
ise of money.

Hwever, Mr. Brown gave him at
least a million dollars' worth of
advice on how to run the Univer
sity. All good advice, too, and
sincerely given.

But "BOl" Brown in his de
clin In g years was not the very
wealthy man he was thought to
be, and he would no doubt have
given both money and advice if
he had possessed the former, or
property readily convertible into
dollars.

Such 'characters as "BUI"
Brown are apt to have built up
around them many myths. Such
was the truth In his case.

He did give bank checks writ-
ten on odd pieces of paper (there
may have bea some on chips),
and they were good at the bank.
A Salem resident of the, present
day taw and handled some of
these. But one. of the most out-
standing of Salem's old time law-
yers, and most wealthy, used to
do that; also an old time banker.

"BUI" Brown i In his last years
at tbe Methodist Old People's
home was a mild mannered, mod-
est and klndlyv man. sauea re-
spected by all who came into dally
contact with him.

Siskiyous Seen
Serious Barrier

To Defense Roads
SAN FRANCISCO. Jan. 1tWDelegates to a western states high-

way conference; here agreed that
the Siskiyou monn tains were a
serious barrier to national defense
road building, j

Fourteen Oregon men attended
the conference. ' called to find
methods f eliminating bottle
necks la Pacific eoast travel. -

The Oregon delegation named
Arthur J. Farmer, Portland cham-
ber of commerce Manager, as
chairman. v i

Others present included C. H.
Demaray, Grants Pass, . Howard
Merrtam, Carl ; Rynearson, Wil-
liam H. Tugmanand. J. E.. .Turn-bul- l.

Eugene. I Judge Morris E.
Bowker and Guy Gordon. Rose-bur- g;

Frank Hull. Panl B. Ryn-ain- g.

Frank Hi Rogers and 8. M.
Tattle, Medford, Ralph E. Kooger,
Ashland, and William Perry, Eag
le- - font. ' '
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Wedge
"Ton may go, Anna." It was

the old prince speaking from his
position near the door from which
he had not moved.

"I will not go." declared the
old woman, "and not all the House
of WaUenfels can make me antll
I have spoken." The little figure
In its rusty black seemed invest-
ed with strange dignity as she
stood, a pathetic barrier, between
her beloved mistress and the two
men. "Ton shall both listen to
me, for what I would say con-
cerns you and your vital inter-
ests."

She looked up into Max's face,
her eyes searching it for any sign
of humanity, but the boy's fea-
tures were impassive and his eyes
blank.

"It is to you I speak. Max, prince
of this House of Wallenfels for
the old man yonder will die with-
in the year. Do I speak the truth.
Maxl. when I tell yon that I am
gifted with the 'sight? Do I?
You shall answer me." ,. .

Max bent his head and stared
in almost childish astonishment
at the old woman but he nodded
and she went on. "Am I not
known here at WaUenfels. and
far beyond, as the wise woman,
old Anna who can see where oth-
ers are blind?" She nodded as
though to answer her own query.

"Do you not recall that when
you were a little boy and were
playing with Ulrlch, whom today

Today's News
MALLON

They are going to contribute
their services to national interest
each in his own way. There is
no doubt their people out In the
country will be following them
in this.

I hear no one na; abont
sacrificing hia principles. I see
no principles being sacrificed.
As soon as the greater danger
is over and the fire extinguish-
ed. I have IUk doaht (hat tl...

he right back in there
uuownij tnings and In themeantime there win "continue
to be a good con tinnous demo-
cratic row abont bow to handle
the hose.
This is the backdrop against

which Mr. Roosevelt speaks.

There is no more colorful cor-
ner of it than in the shadow
where- - John Garner, the retiring
vice-preside- nt, sits, silent I

After all that has passed in the
way of earnest political fighting
between him and Mr. Roosevelt,
I understand from White House
sources the president aaked himprivately to take a Job In the gun
turret with him. In the same tone,
Mr. Garner agreed to take any
salted to his years and talents.
A few may have been mentioned
offhand, none of which 'suited his
urivaled experience in legislative
and political matters. But he may
yet be called back when the right
spot needs Oiling.

Reminiscing with friends. Gar-
ner said:

"Most of the men with whom I
served hare been , patriotic men.
Regardless of their party they
have wanted to do what is best
for the ronntry

Garner turned his government
owned and operated ylce-prea- l-

deniai car over to his successor.
Henry Wallace, a few days ahead
of time.

"Henry will be having a lot of
places to go in the axtfw days
so I sat turning the car over to
aim," be said. "An I seed to do
Is to get to the eapltoL

A figure somewhat like the fa-
ther of Texas before, him. Sam
Houston, Garner is re taming to
Uvalde to "see that there Is plen-
ty of grass and. flowers aad
swings for the children."

Mr. --

Wallace. on the other
hand, has been gntag to the ex-
treme of keeping; his pants presag-
ed, his shoes shined, and a lot
of similar things bo never wanted
to do, in preparation for the task
at hand., v

This is the scene in which
Mr. Beonevelt nmn conn. .

ta-ch- ief of the
y and' navy for , the third

and most important time.

Francis Gerard
Prelude to Blitzkrieg

yon slew and with Fritz, your
other playmate, that I warned you
not to cross the frozen lake? Do
you recall that Fritz Ignored my
warning and drowned while you
and Ulrlch lived?"

She paused and stood shaking
her head. "Mayhap it might well
have been better had you, too, ig-
nored my warning, for there
would . have been less sorrow in
this house today. I have given
other proof of my powers and now
I tell you. Max, that this child
born to your sister is a son of
Wotan and of Fate. In his little
hands , he carries the destiny of
the House of Wallenfels. If you
do him harm he. in his day, will
break yon and yours. I call the
heavens to witness that I speak
the truth as I see it. The Fates
weave; their web in a strange
manner and Wotan 's child, who
bears the Wedge, shall knew his
help!"

The young Hussar shook him-
self as though emerging from a
trance with. "But this Is no child
of WoUn's; at least, he shall
never bear the Wedge upon him."

"But the holy wounds!" cried
Max. ."Out of my way, old wom-
an!" and he struck Anna across
the face with- - the back of his hand.

He swept the bed-cl- ot hiag aside,
saw the tiny blood-mark- ed wedge.
His eyes went to the Cossack dag-
ger upon the bed-tabl- e.

"So you have dared!" he raved,
his Iron control gone. "Ton have
dared to mark this nameless one
with the revered arms of our
House!"

"And his father's arms, as
well!' cried Elizabeth, her darkeyes blazing into her brother's.

"Ton !" snarled Max. Snatch-ing the baby from the bed, he
strode out of the room.

The girl collapsed and her fath-
er moved heavily towards the bed
to comfort her as best he could.

Old Anna rose from the floorwhere ahe had fallen, her hand-kerchief dabbing at her lips whereMax's knuckled had cat themagainst her teeth. She stood sway-
ing slightly and stared through
the open door through which Max(Continued on page f.)

The Safety
Valve

From Statesman Reader
PROPHECY

To the Editor: The axis powers
can't win. The war will net go
into another winter, it will end
not later than the autumn of 1141.
President Roosevelt's lease-loa-n
Mil will be enacted into law Inthe early weeks of the TTth ses-
sion jot congress aad before the
flow of bomber planes, tanks,guns, ammunition, ships, food,
medicine, etc.. into England ends,which she has already paid forin advance, this same materialflow of roads will kiv
headway

a. a
via the. lease-loa-n

, taw.
wmca win supply England suf-ficiently to command tx.piete supremacy el the air, seas.

?. By mid-summ- er.

will save smashedGermany's productive niants
the air, sufficiently crippling her- w uwc wxu laenvision her fat. Ana v..
land will commence to land alarge army In OennaayjLnd itwill be thea that Germany willcall for an armistice and thenwill ! come-- the end of the warand ft won't be later than theautumn of mi.Roosevelt will be called upon tosit at the round-tabl- e peace par-
ley as a chief arbitrator sadthrough his strong arm inflaenee.an rations that have been raidedby the axis powers, win be re-
stored to the status they vers be-
fore j hostilities,, broke out, even
romna win rise again. Italy njtdGermany will be niaMd . ....
Pet governments, and x
mitted to come to a Italian or German inoepenaeat aead again to
choose to do as they please. This
will be done for a guarantee ofrature peace. Tae next, armisticecalled for by German-- wm
be tar from the last . monthly
armistice date of November It.. :

; R. D.TURFIN.

Chapter 8 (Continued)
Once more Prince Max bowed

jerkily. "And now, Elizabeth."
he said, "if you would be so good,
I will take the child."

He took a pace towards the
bed. his sister staring at him as
though at some figure of ap-
proaching doom. Suddenly Anna,
who had taken no part in the con-
versation hitherto, sprang for-
ward and placed herself between
Mai and her young mistress.

''Stay where you are, Maxll"
she: ordered.

So extraordinary was It for the
old! servant to address him in
such a tone that Max halted. Not
for! more than fifteen years had
Anna dared to speak to him In
such a way, not since the day
when she had ceased to be his
nurse.

'WOTAN,S WEDGE"
iWOTAN A pagan god of

war and victory from Nordic
mythology, prominent si n c e
the rise of Hitler mm an inspira-
tion of the new Germany.
WEDGE A flight of geese in
Vs hoped formation. "WO-TAJT- S

WEDGE" The heaven-
ly insignia of Wo tan, and the
symbol of the famous Wallen-fel- s

family in this novel; the
wedge was tatooed on the fore-
arms of all its males.

News Behind
l By PAUL

WASHINGTON, Jan. 18
They call this the inauguration
of a third term. In reality It is
the Inauguration W lU.lilllMWl

of a new era as
grave in its Ini-
tial forebodings
asi when Lincoln
first strode up
the capitel steps
for the oath. Mr,.
Roosevelt is not
only mounting
the rostrum. He
Is; entering a gun
turret for a per-
iod of defense
alertness, to man
the guns, makeLt -- - 1
ready the mech- - ri MaSoe
anlsm, and watch developments.

This Is plainer in the faces
than in the words of officials,
congressmen and newsmen in the
front row.

! Already to them the last cam-
paign is a thousand years ago.
Tbe Issue of the third term as a
threat to - the American way of
life has been forgotten as swiftly
as if, in the midst of a valid de-
bate upon a grave constitutional
problem in the senate or house,
someone had shouted: "Fire!"
Those who thought the original
problem grave enough, no longer
remember it in the presence of
the greater danger,

They are all la some way or
another helping to bring up the
garden hose.
11 This Is not to eay thattbe
background of the capitel pla-
na ia which Mr. Roosevelt
speaks Is free of disagreement.
Only the wnbelnaetraaae mmA

iiarownd the Palaxa Trarrln
.bare that kted of freedom,

Here, an aHoat and personal-
ly bitter debate over Mr. Roo- -;

aevelt's tease lemd hall will have
to recces a few bewrs a th
ipartictpanta can bear the ia--
aogaral before renaming the
ardent preeeatatioa of their
earsest views "

Bnt '' even that' struggle Is
shaping up Into a conflict - over
methods rather than principles.
There la no doabt Mr. Roosevelt
Mil get his bill, better for the
fight it encountered, better in all
ways-becaa- se the fight will clear
the atmosphere and amendments-Wil- l

perfect the details.

" It seemf to me the news behind
this is that all of the wise leaders
of politics here, in readjusting
their purposes after the sharp
election, seem to have brought
themselves awiftly to a decision to
make themselves useful to " the
country in the best way they can.

First Week of Legislature
The boys have just been feeling each other out in the

first round of the legislative bout. Nevertheless some prog-
ress has been made toward the principal objective which is
an early final adjournment. Due partly to the delay in get--

Ung the new legal code certified, there has been an apparent
" Hearth of bills, but that is more apparent than real. Two

years ago the senate had 40 bills in the first week but most
: Of them were game commission bills prepared in advance.
The house had only nine-bill- s introduced at the end of the
first week. This session in the first week 24 bills appeared
in each branch of the assembly.

i't Three or four of the major issues of this session are al-
ready before the .legislature in bill form; reapportionment,

; truck legislation, unemployment compensation and, if it may
be called a major issue, speed control. Several measures

j dealing with national defense matters also have appeared.
u Workmen's compensation, forest regulation,rreation of a
t new congressional district, the game commission bills and
t
measures relating to education are yet to drop into the hopper

, but many of them have been prepared.
What is more significant, the ways and means commit--

has made a substantial beginning on its tedious and exact-n- g

task, simplified this year by the pre-balanci- ng of the ten-
tative budget. When the appropriation, bills are in, assuming
that workmen's compensation and a few other major matters
have been ironed out, the legislature may decide to quit at
any time and no one will be hurt.

The question as to a degree of harmony sufficient to in-
jure speedy functioning is pertinent and the answer is not
ret apparent. There are a few controversial issues on which
Justy battling is expected, but that is not the point. The
Question as it relates to efficiency of the law factory is
Whether factional bickering will impede the handling of
measures which are not controversial from the standpoint of

' public policy, i

Lane County Congressional Plan
Legislators from Lane county will take the lead in pro-

moting a plan for creation of a fourth congressional district
by dividing the first district as equitably as possible on a pop-
ulation basis, leaving the second and third districts unchan-
ged. In detail the plan would work out as follows :

First district Clackamas, Clatsop, Columbia, Marion,
Polk, Tillamook, Washington and Yamhill counties popula-
tion 274,297.

Second district All counties east of the Cascades
population 210,996.

Third district Multnomah county population 355,436.
Fourth district Benton, Coos, Curry, Douglas, Jackson,

Josephine. Lane, Lincoln and Linn population 246,988. -

Alternative plans in sight bo far are the Multnomah
county suggestion that the fourth congressman be elected "at
large", which would perpetuate the present inequities, and
the interim committee's proposal that the new district in- -.

elude Klamath. Deschutes and Lake counties and a smaller
Chunk of,southwestern Oregon. ;

Iletaining our suspicions that Lane county's interest in
this matter includes Eugene's ambition to be capital of the
new district, we are nevertheless inclined to approve the log---
ic of an equitable division of the first district and to see no
reason for subtracting from the second district which is al--:
ready the smallest in population. ,

. How We Really Are Doing
The general impression is getting around that defense

activity ia producing a species of prosperity but It has been
: difficult to ifcoil it down to figures. Now we are told that the
American jeople were 14 per cent better off in 1940 than
they were in 1939, on the index of cash income and that this
was all net .gain in "real income because living costs actual-
ly had declined slightly. ' '::l':y:'

' -- '"Ileal income" is one of the more authentic measures of
a people's immediate well-bein- g, modified somewhat by the
degree of distribution of that income. In this latter connec-
tion it should be observed that in November, 1940r .wages
4were 13 per eent higher than in the corresponding 1939
month, salaries of the long-sufferi- ng white collared group
were up 6 per cent, dividend and interest payments up 9. per
cent, other income1 including cash returns from sales an
Item in which farm and business income unfortunately is

Jumped together up 22 per cent H f ..: ,

' ' In other words the increased prosperity is real and ra-
ther widespread and if you don't think the percentage Is im-
pressive, imagine what an extra windfall of 14 per cent would
fcave jnssnt in the last several years. To sum it all up, we
don't know here we're going but for the momeat, we're do-

ling all right. 9:00 Frd Waring rkainrt Tirna
S Paiat Sahliaaa - . ;
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