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The Merriest ‘of Christmases to You, Statesman Readers! - -

That Is Our Sincerest Wish for You Today. — The Oregon Statesman Staff.

.

_.
It’s Complete _
Watch yoor Oregon States- ' Weather
man. See bhow it covers the Ciendy with showers to-
& Iniistnagly Séoh dag day; gemeral rains Thurs-
with due attention to local b g _M"II“I
«fioudy. Rain .18 inch. River
5.0 feet. -
- Salem. Oregon. Wednesday Morning, December 25. 1940 : Price 3c: Newsstands Sc No. 236

Hope IsTheme
Of Roosevelt’s
Yuletide Talk

Christmas Is Not Merry
This Year, but Happy
One Is His Wish

Voices Plea That World

May Have Peace and
Resume Progress

WASHINGTON, Deec. 24-(F)—
President Hoosevelt sent forth a
“Happy Christmas” greeting to
the nation tonight in an address
warning against cynicism and de-
featism and praying for a “‘peace-
ful ehance” for humanity to strive
for world betterment.

Lighting a 30-foot cedar Christ-
mas tree at dusk near the White
House, he observed sadly that ex-
cept for Httle children, Christmas,
1940, could not be “merry.”

“But for most of us it can be a
happy Christmas,” he continued,
“if by happiness we mean that we
have done with doubts, that we
have set our hearts against fear,
that we still belleve in the golden
rule of all mankind, that we in-
tend te live more purely in the
spirit of Christ, and that by our
works, as well as our words, we
will strive forward in faith and
in hope and In love.”

The thought of conditions in
other lands where the Christmas
spirit burns less brightly obvious-
Iy hang heavily on the president's

heart. This was apparent In his
address to the &J&tﬂo! some
. 8000 and to those W listened

to the nxtionwide broadeast, and
in some extemporaneous remarks
preceding his speech.

“If We Are All Here"
Ominous Phrase

In these Mr. Roosevelt proposed
to have the tree and the specta-
tors inside the White House
grounds mext year and to deliver
his address from the White House
porch, “if we are all here.” The
qualification recalled his remark
upon leaving Warm Springs re-
cently, when he expressed a hope
to return in March *“if the world
survives.,”

The ceremony this year took
place, as usual, in a park known
as the Ellipse between the White
hause and the Washington mon-
ument, where a living cedar had
been decked with ormnaments and
lights which sprang to vari-col-
ored life when the president
pressed a button.

Declaring it "unintelligent” to
be defeatist, Mr. Roosevelt sald:
“Crisis may beget ecrisis, but the
progress underneath does mnot
wholly halt—Iit does go forward.”

He saw “a definite betterment”
for the human race compared with
the days when Charles Dickens
wrote the “Christmas Carol,”
which Mr. Roosevelt reads to his
family every Christmas eve, but
he sald there still was ‘“much—aoh
s0 much—1to do.”

* “Most of all we ask a chance 1o
do it—yes, a peaceful chance to
do it,” he continued.

Do It Voluntary

W.%-tm

“We want to do it the voluntary
way—and most human beings in
all the world waat €0 do it the
voluntary way, we do not 'want Lo
have the way Iimposed on the
world by the conguest of the world
by the sword.” .

. He intimated there was no iso-
lation for anyone from Wars, re-
marking:

“Manking is all one—and what
happens in distant lands tomorrow
will leave its mark on the happF
ness of our Christmases to come.”

The president drove to the cere-
mony with his wife and mother;
his sister-in-law, Mrs. J. R. Roose-
velt; Mr. and Mrs. Franklin D.
Roosevelt, jr.; Harry L. Hopkins,
former commerce secretary, and
the latter's elght-year-old daugh-
ter, Diana.

Greek Relief Aid
Here Appreciated

George Paulus, proprietor of
the Rex Bhine parior on BState
street and chairman of the local
committee for Greek relief, yes-
I-‘lL:ook occasion to thank peo-
ple their contributions to
wounded and orphans of the It-

alo-Greek war.
A total of approximately $210

has been tributed to the local
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—From the painting by Henrl Lerolle

Everybody Remembered,'_ Christmas
Cheer Baskets Go to 350 Families
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—Paul Hauser’s Column

On a
cluster of
against the sand and
in the depression g
between the hill g

low hill overlooking 3
darkened tents raised
the wind

and rocky
stood a soldler. ®
He was a sentry.’

Hia name was /
Amon Poole. The §
island of N.w;
Zealand was his .

home, but he'

was far fromg
there. The hill
upon which he

stood and kept
lonely guard
over the tents of Psul H. Hauser, jr.
a detachment of His Majesty's
troops was in Palestine. Not far
away across the pebbly, roecky
ground was Bethlehem.,

Amon Poole walked fifty paces
north, fifty paces south. At each
alternate pace he cursed th luck
that assigned him to march a
lonely post on Christmas eve, On
the other paces he cursed the
luck that had assigned him and
his comrades to a qulet wateh In
Palestine while some hundreds of
miles away across Suez and across
Egypt other New Zealanders wers
fighting Italians.

It was bitter cold. Occasionally
as Amon Poole kicked stones
from under his feet and swung
his arms to warm them he longed
for the warmth and lights and
laughter of a friendly pub. As he
thought of this his paces grew
shorter and shorter, slower and
slower.

Amon Poole was almost drowsy
when he heard what seemed to
be a faint flutter of wings. He
looked about, uurchlnr as far as

(Turn to page 2, column 8§)

=1 350 families.

Dozens of Agencies Provide Cheer in Some FM*M’::?,.
With Program Well Coordinated; Salvation

Army-Statesman Fund Exceeds $450

Whether or not this is going to be a Merry Christmas is
up to each individual from now on but the Christmas Cheer

agencies, with the cooperation

izens, have done their part. Every family or individual known
to be in need has been provided for. And that, in brief, is the
'| story of a well-coordinated program engaged in by a score

or more of separate organizations
accounting for the distribution of
Christmas Cheer baskets to some

The exchange set up by the
Community Chest council of so-
cial agencies and superintended
by Mrs. Helen Foley did the co-
ordinating and the major burden
of basket-providigg was handled
by The Salvation Army, the Ca-
tholiec Charitles and the Red
Cross. But their work was made
easler this Christmas season by
the large number of other agen-
cles and individuals volunteering
to provide for one or more fam-
ilies,

Ag for The BSalvation Army-
Oregon Statesman Christmas
Cheer fund, final figures were
not available on Christmas eve
but the total had exceeded $450,
much the greater part of which
was collected In the street ket-
tles; and that doesn’'t measure
even the full monetary value of
the Army's baskets and other
Christmas aid, for the food dona-
tlons through the Warner Broth-
ers-Statesman canned food mat-
inee and direet toe the Army
would swell that total by well
over $100.

The fact that the greater por-
tion of the fund came imn small
sums in the kettles means that
the contributions were spread
among thousands of people. Like-
wise a number of those who con-
tributed through The Statesman

{Turn to page 10, column §)

Holiday Buying Is Greatest
In Decade; Hopes Exceeded

(By The Associated Press)

Christmas shoppers throughout
the nation rang down the curtain
on Yuletide buying in the first
year of the “‘fateful forties™ Tues-
day night in a surge of spending
unequaled in a decade or lomger.

From across the nation came re-
porta that were almost momnot-
onous in their uniformity: *“Best
in my memory”; ‘“the biggest since
1929"; *““Never saw anything lke
i.”

They were issued by some of
the country’'s largest merchants;
by heads of chambers of commerce
and trade associations and by in-
dividual corporations engaged in
the manufacture of Christmas

Economic analysts and psychol-
ogists allke took a hand in tellng
why.

Economistis attributed it to the
tremendous sweep and magnitude
of the government's armament
program that is making itself feit
in almost every phase of American
life. -

But _ psychological imterpreta-
tions said it was the war “\

rages over much of the earth’s sur-
face and affects a majority of the
people of the world that was re-
sponsible for this extraordinary
outpouring of buying and giving.
There was a multitude of proofs

said never before had they exper-
fenced such a rush; who |
had not heard from friends or ac-
quaintances In years were plead

antly surprised to get the Ilittle
greeting; postmen throughout the
country struggled with the big-
gest loads of Yuletide mail im
years; rallroads and other twr-lu1

of transportation had the biggest|

volume of hqliday tralfic.since the
'20s and In Individual instances
passenger travel set records.

Dun & Bradstreet, nation-wide
mercantile agency said:

Reports indicate shoppers fin-
ished up Christmas buying in a
splurge of activity which in many
cities is above the most optimistic

of thousands of generous cit-

Santa Is Greeted
By Mild Weather

Except in **Playgrounds??
Florida, California
Which Have Flood

({By The Assoclated Press)
The usually delightful winter
playgrounds, Florida and Califor-
nia, are experiencing a mess of

“unusual” Christmas weather.
Forecaster A. J. Knarr of Chi-
cago sald those states easily esp-
tured the dublous honors for “the

worst weather in the nation” yes-
terday.
Drenching rains soaked Flor-

ida and spread into Georgia and
Alabama, California, too, had tor-
rential rain as well as an 3§2-mile
wind near San Francisco,

Virtually all the rest of the
country had mild and mostly falr
weather, meantime, Knarr saild.

Knarr outlined the Christmas
day prospecis this way:

Rain continuing along the Pa-
cifie coast, in most of the terri-
tory west of the Rocky mountains,
in northern Florida and spread-
ing through the South Atlantie
states.

Generally fair ia the rest of the
southern and the midwest siates,
cloudy in the easterm states with

28 having probably the
weather In the country, bright
with the mereury in the 60s.

F

Iowa, merthern
(Turn to Page 2, Col. 1)

Enjoy

McNary to

Christmas

Benator Charles

L.

Greeks Harry
 Foe as Bardia
Siege Goes on

New Triumphs Reported
in Mountains After
Chimara Capture

British Could Take City
but Delay to Prevent
Needless Losses

ATHENS, Dec. 24. () —Greek
troops carrying out bayonet at-
tacks on the Italians despite
heavy snows have captured pris-
oners, taken ‘'large quantities of
material,’”” and won new ‘‘appreci-
able victories,” it was reported
tonight.

The Greek high command re-
ported eight guns were seized by
its troops along with the Italian
prisoners and war material in lo-
cal engagements,

The new triumphs were sald
by government sources to have
been won in the mountains north-
east of Chimara, the Adriatie
coastal port already wrested from
the Italians.

A government spokesman said
fascist positions north and east
of Premet in the central sector
also were stormed and captured
in widespread Christmas eve
battles.

v After the victory of Chimars,
the Italians withdrew northwest-
ward,” he said. “They intend to
offer resistance from strong nat-
aral tions at Logapa pass,

) ‘Valona.
fighting away
the mountains
northieast of Chimara econtinued
to advance and dislodged the en-
emy from new positions.

“These positions were protected
by barbed wire. Farther to the
east where the snow is fairly deep
and it is bitterly cold, the Greeks
are still on the offensive with sat-
isfactory results.”

By EDWARD KENNEDY

WITH BRITISH FORCEB OUT-
SIDE BARDIA, Libya, Dee. 24—
(#)-The battle for Bardia warmed
into a great artillery duel this
Christmas eve with guns booming
on both sides and the British
units drawing slowly nearer the
ring of fortresses encircling the
town.

The steady flow of reinforce-
ments, including tanks and much
artillery crossing Into Libya,
leaves no doubt that the British
are determined to break this
strong outpost of Italy’s North
African possessions and possibly
plan to go beyond it im a sweep-
ing operation.

“We could go in and take Bar-
dia,” the Australian ecaptain in
command of one unit told me on
the battlefield. “But it would
probably cost a good many lives,
so it's better to keep hammer-
ing at them. Then when we get

(Turn to page 10, column 1)

American Woman

Released by Nazi

SYRACUSE, NY, Deec. 24P
—A Christmas eve message from
the state department at Washing-
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Says von

er-in-chief of Adolf Hitler's

The commander-in-chief
said was a surprise visit
long-range batterygon the channel |
coast (one is situated at Cap Gris
Nez) and, from there, spoke over
a Germany-wide radio hookup to
the German army.

His words indicated that Ger-
man plans for invasion of Eng-
land are in no sense obsolete.

“l know,” Von Brauchitsch
told the troops, “‘that you are all
just burning with desire at last to
meet the English, and that yom
are merely awaiting the fuehrer's
command to do so.”

Just one task lies ahead of the
army, he sald, and that is to
“knock to the ground this last
embittered adversary’'—England
—*and thereby compel peace to
issue forth. It's a question of
breaking England’'s one-slded

h m.u

a the German war dead, he
said:

“Nothing so binds people toge-
ther as blood spent.”

With Vom Brauchitsch om the
“invasion coast,” Adolf Hitler left
Berlin for an undisclosed destina-
tion.

Hitler is observing Christmas
with the war workers and soldiers

(Turn to Page 2, Col. 3)

Holiday Fatality
List Grows Fast

109 Dead From Accidents
Few Hours After Start
of Yuletide Period

(By The Associated Press)

With the Christmas hellday
season but a few hours old, the
nation’s toll of fatalities mounted
to 109, due mainly to traffic ac-
cidents.

Automobile accidents account-
ed for 78 deaths during the first
few hours of the holiday period,
while 31 other deaths were due to
various causes, A woman and five
children were burned to death im
their Maryland home.

Ohio led the traffic count with
14 victims, Two others died from
other causes.

Other violent deaths included
two suicides In Nebraska and one
in Missourli and a drowning in
the New York metropolitan area.
A man, kicked by a horse, dled in

by states: Califormia, 4
traffic; Colorado, 2 traffie; Con-
necticut, 2 traffic, 2 other; Del-
aware, 1 traffic; Florida, 3 traf-
fic; Georgila, 7 traffie, 1 other;
Ilincis, 1 traffie, 1 other; Indi-
ana, 4 traffic, 4 other; Iowa, 1
traffic, 3 other; Maryland, 2 traf-

]

Sea Protection Slight

Merely Waiting Fuehrer’'s Command, Statement;

Hitler Visits Troops; Italians Reject
Churchill Plea; Resent Eden Choice

_ BERLIN, Dec. 24.—(AP)—Amid the big guns which
point at England from the German-occupied French coast,
Field Marshal General Walther Von Brauchitsch, command-

ocean can protect England only so long as it suits us.”

to a|

(Turn to page 10, column 1)

Blacked out; Informal Truee on
Nazi Army Chief Hints

Invasion Planned Soon
(Bombers Stay

Brauchitsch

army, declared today: “The

made what German sources

Lumber Freighter
Reported Sinking

Stanwood, Which Assisted
in Reseuning Davenport,
Has Difficulties

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25—
{Wedneaday)—{#f)Coast guard
and other ¢ralt sped to the as

] @¢itional blaze of Christmas

Away; Reasons
Not Indicated

Weather Is Bad Anyhow;
Yuletide Parties Are
Held in Britain

But Laucashire’s Rescue
Crews Still Seeking
Victims of Raid

BETHLEHEM, Palestine, Deec
25.—(Wednesday This lttle
Judean city was in
first blackout in history while th
ageless drama of Christ’s
wag re-¢nacted early today
Church of the Nativity in
proofed gloom imstead of the

-

ils

Even the bonfires in shepherds’
fields about the eity were put out

early—Ilest Italian sir
ralders teo M‘t’.
And thus the lne of

sistance early today of the coastal {moved siowly and carefully iste

lumber frélghter Stanwood, which | the town by

repo berself in a “sinking
condi " #h heavy seas 15 miles
oft Fert Bragsg. o

; The 627-ton ship, laden with
& heavy lumber load, left Peort-
land December 21 for Sam Fran-
cisco. Shipping men here said she

ed & crew of about 19 in
command of Captain Clemensen.

Coast guard headquarters here
sald the freighters Arkansas and
Hegira, which were in the vicin-
ity of the Stanwood, started for
her position as soon as she asked
help.

The coast guard lifeboat crew
from Point Arena also siarted,
but was having difficulties be-
cause of heavy seas, and the cut-
ter SBhawnee prepared (o leave
from Eureka.

Exaect nature of the trouble
was mnot reported by the Stan-
wood, which is operated by the
W. R. Chamberlin Co.

(Turn to page 10, column §)

All Records Fall,
Salem Postoffice

All records have gone by the
boards at the Salem postoffice,
Postmaster Henry R. Crawford
said yesterday. An estimated fi-
gure of better than 600,000 Jei-
ters have been posted and eanceled
in the local office during the
Christmas rush, which figure will
exceed by better than 100,000 the
total posted during the boliday
rush of 1939.

Package delivery will be made
during the forenoon today for the
convenience of patrons of the Sa-
lem office. Crawford said that the
postal force was ‘“‘up’’ on package
delivery and that every package
posted last night would be deliv-
ered today, providing it was ad-
dressed correctly.

that are running behind

ATICAN CITY, Dee. 2
today tha
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“Might Makes Right” Theory
Assailed in Pope’s Message

—
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of Christian life ... .”

But for a soclety that “weuld
be humanly
spiritually elevated and a source
of genuine good,” he
there were these “
prereguisites.™

“One, triumph over hate, which
is today a cause of division among
peoplea; remunciation,
of the systems and practices
which hate constantly
added nourishment. !

“Two, triumph over mistrust,
which bears down as a :
weight on international law
renders impossible the realization
of sincere agreement.

triumph over the dis-|
mmm-ﬂlu £
basis of law and right and
e, iamon over Uh48S

servance just q

came centuries
of
st Ch . .

All other holy places im this
shrine of om WwWere
blacked out too and filled with
the gloom of wartime.

But no feeling of futility was
apparent among the hundreds of
Pllgrims at the Church of the Na-
tivity.

Instead, peace was their mes-
gage, peace on earth and good will
to all men.

LONDON, Dec. 35.-(Wednes-
day )—(#)-Christinag came peace-
(tiully to bombscarred Britain te-
ay.

No bursting bombs, erackling
gunfire—not evem - the ominous
drone of hostile planes which have
disturbed the United Kingdom for
months on end bothered Britons in
their subdued Christmas obsery- » _
ances and celebrations.

The quiet of blacked-out Len-
don was duplicated in the king-
dom's countryside and towns, in-
dustrial centers and seaports. Not
since yesterday’'s daylight on
Weére any reports made of ae

wWas an unofficial

conflict.

Whether it
Christmas truce was not known
early today.

There was a possibility that ibe
weather might have caused the
dearth of aerial activity.

A low ceiling of dense clouds
hung over Dover strait—raiders’
pathway from Europe — with =
light mist in the channel and the
There was an easi

for the ob-
t of the
woirhip the

Britons held their parties and
observances with one ear coeked
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