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tion of the consumer’s interest, specifically in the matter of
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- “No -le_r Sways Us; No Fear Shall Awe”
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Milk Control?—Cui Bono?

Milk control is a complicated question. That is one of
the very few statements that may be made about it without
fear of contradiction. Discussing previously this issue which
is before the voters November 5 on a repeal initiative meas-
ure, The Statesman made the point that milk control in-
volves & denial of free enterprise, strictly in the field of
domestic milk supply; a point which might be considered
decisive—unless milk for direct consumption be considered
a public utility.

There is something to be said for making it a public
utility. Milk is as universal a commodity as electricity; the
consumer- has as much of a stake in the assurance of a con-
stant, adequate and safe supply. But—if it should be decided
that it is a public utility, further progress toward protec-

would be possible.

Everyone agrees that the portion of the consumer’s price
which goes for distribution is too high. Half a dozen milk
wagons drive past most every consumer’s door daily, and
that is one reason it is too high. Establishment of a tighter
control which would prevent this, which would assign a

efinite territory to each distributor, would make possible
reduction in the distribution price. The amount of this
reduction is difficult to estimate.

But we are voting upon milk control as it is, and not
as it might be. Though most any statement on "this issue
is subject to challenge, we have settled to our own satisfac-
tion two points:

1. The administration of the milk control law has im-
proved as those in charge have gained experience.

2. The consumer is at least as well off under milk con-
trol as before; thus it becomes strictly a question whether
milk control is beneficial or harmful to the milk industry,
and fair or unfair to individuals in that industry.

In connection with the first of these points, it should be
noted that milk control came into existence because of a
problem that existed in Portland. Early administration
sought to upon the entire state, a solution that was
necessary o in Portland. Since the 1939 legislative ses-
sion the milk control board has gradually withdrawn from
most of the areas where its services were not necessary,

The second ti:':inl: boils the problem down essentially to
a matter of arithmetic. For the quart of milk which now
costs 11 cents in Portland, the producer of “market milk”
now receives 435 cents. This producer finds it necessarﬁ
to install and operate certain sanitation equipment whie
adds to his costs. The milk producer who produces only
“factory milk™ receives for it 3.28 cents a quart. For two
reasons, his costs are considerably less. First, sanitation re-

are not so stringent. Second, he may produce as

ttle or as much milk as conditions indicate, The “market

milk” producer must at all times fulfill his “quota,” which

mthmthat l:i: certain l;;:;)eia he will produce considerably
more quota. te some progress in adjusti

seasonal differences in production, this “surplus? nmour?g

in spring and early summer months to as much as 35 per
cent. This “surplus” milk brings only the factery price.

Thus the spread of slightly more than a cent between
the producer’s price for market and factory milk is not as

As it seems. The point we are driving af is this: That

the privilege of supplying the domestic market is not
outstandingly valuable, the quasi-monopoly feature is not so
serious. Once again, on this point we invite comment from
the milk producers.

In comparison to the period from 1920 to 1930, the
milk consumer in Portland has benefitted from lower milk
m and the producer—the one with a quota—has bene-

from a greater share of the consumer’s price. In com-

n to the period from 1930 to 1934 when milk control

effective, the producer with a quota has received

a higher price for the portion of his milk sold on the domes-
tic market. This milk control has served as a protection

group, it should be
they apparently are satisfied with a fair
guaranty of an orderly market; they do not
the opposition to milk control; Never-
of the issue does stand out; 1 would
possibility of milk wars and victi g of the
because that would be the will of a majority
of the distributors but because sharp practices would be

in our opinion, is the decisive peoint. In
of milk control, the conditions which
into existence deserve primary attention. Unless
it is shown either that those conditions never really prevailed
can be prevented by other means, the law should
We have, all along, felt that this was a matter
legislature after extensive hearings. That
ve the special advantage that if necessary,
could be substituted. The way to hand the
legislature would be to defeat it at the polls.
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vue or San Juan Island. Care was
taken in those orders to mention
the FIRST object to be protection
from the {ncursion of northern
Indians; but, to Captain Pilckett,
he followed such imstructions with
the command to protect ‘AMERI-
CAN CITIZENS IN THEIR
RIGHTS AS BUCH.

“Captain Pickett acted with pa-
triotlc zeal and promptness, By
July 27, he had moved his com-
mand of 68 men and landed them
on Ban Juan Island. This action
spesedily created am upheavel of
excitement. On the same day the
troops landed, the British warship
Satellite arrived from Vancouver
Island bringing a British magis-
trate for San Juan Island. This
was & move to . , . prevent the
further assertion eof American
claims, The navel officers and the
new magistrate were surprised to
find the island in possession of
freshly landed American troopa
On the very day of landing, Cap-
tain Pickett issued a brief but
pointed order, later called & proe-
lamation. He declared his instruc-
tions to establish a post, called
upon the inhabitants to mnotify
him of any incursioa of northern
Indlans, and closed as follows:
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“*“This being United States ter-
ritory, no laws, other than those
of the United States, mor courts,
except such as are held by wirtus
of sald laws, will be recognised
OR ALLOWED oa this island.’
After the BSateliite landed the
magistrate and left, ths warship
Tribune (American) arrived and
remained in front of the Ameri-
can camp.

“On July 30 (1859%), Charles
John QGriffin, agent of the Hud-
son's Bay company, sent Captain
Pickett an order to leave the is-
iand forthwith, claiming that the
isiland was the propérty of, and

pathy;
everything

main

business. thoroughfare of
Bradbury, a prosperous small eity.

He had the glassy eye, the blank
stare of a punch-drunk pugilist
He walked with aa unaatural
stiffness, as though mind and

body

were concentrated om the

problem of keeping himself erect

He didm"t look liks an office-
worker. Perhaps that was becanss
he had never fitted Imto office
routine. He loocked Hke a scholar,
a dreamer. Tall and thin, about
60 years of age, he had a rather
fine face with a high forehead,
an aguiline nose and a seasitive
mouth—or perhaps it was oaly
a8 weak mouth. The dark halr at
his temples was sprinkled with
gilver., He wore a rather old blue
suit which had beea carefully
brushed and preased and,’ al
though his shoes had seen a lot
of wear, they shone bravely.

Of their own accord, Btephen's
feet led him round the first turn-
ing into Rundle street, through
which he passed nightly om his
way to the bus station. The rellef

office was imn

Rundle street and

outside it a line of men shuffled
and lounged while they walted
their turns to apply for ald.

Some of them kept thelr eyes
on the sidewslk, ashamed of this
advertisement of their poverty;

some stared at th

who passed

with a boldness that mocked sym-

some ssemaed oblivious te
but the door at the
snd of the line One ragged soul
with frayed cufis and patched al-
bows was engrossed im & racing
sheet; another was telling a fun-
ny story to his neighbor; a fourth

was prodding his nails with a
kanife. Here & clean collar and
polished shoes told of a fight

against odds to’ keep up appear-
ances; and thers a scrubby chia,
s frayed collar and shoes caked
with mud coanfeased the hopeless
apathy of the derelict who owned

callous, anxious, list-

was occupled by, the Hudson's
Bay company. them. No two faces wers alike.
= % % Cheerful,
“Om the same day Captain |less, bliter, - defiant:

Pickett replied that he did not
acknowledge the right of the Hud-
son's Bay company to dictats his
course of action. He was there by
an order of his government, and
he would remain until recalled by
the same authority.

“August 3 was a sirenuous day
for Captain Pickett.

= % %

“His last letter of that date
bore the hour ‘11 p.m.” Three Bri-
tish warships—Tribune, Plumper
and Satellite—were in fromt of
his camp. He was warned off by
the Hudson's Bay company agent,
ordered to appear before Magis-
trats de Courcey, and besides, he
says, ‘I had to deal with
caplains, and. I thought it better
to take the brunt of it.' The Bri
tish commander threatensd to
land his overwhelming
force the Americans
to which
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office,

his eves travelled along the lime,
resting on each face In turm. He
had & mew interest in this out-of-

Stunned and Dbewildered, he
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% had beem: and he had hated
every minute of it, although he
had tried mot to let Edith know.
It would have hurt her to realise
how bitterly he loathed the office
to which he had been sondemned
when he married.

Edith . . . How was he to tell
her?! And—good heavens!—how
were they to live?! They had never
beem mble to save. How could
they, with five childrea to feed,
clothe, esducats? They had less
than three hundred dollars in the
bank: and the check for two
months’ salary, another six hum-
dred dollars. That would mnot last
long. When it was gone—what?

Stephen ground his teeth. Me
would find another job. He must.
But even as he swore it he real-
fzed that If he did find one he
could not hope for anything Ifke
his former salary of three hun-
dred dollars a month. Even that
bad been barely sufficleant for his
family’s needs. A smaller salary
would mean that his boy, Michael,
would have to go to work at once
and his daughters, Dorethy and
Ann, as well. Perhaps he had no
right to have other plans for
them, to want tp see hir eldest
son & doctor, to rebel at the
thought of his daughters working
fn offices. Probably they should
have been givem am early
in the lifelong bisiness of earm-

;
d

for a fow months.

Her annual visit was da
week. Stephea would talk
then. In the meantime, he
try not to let Edith know tha
had jost his job. It would
worry her. He would come
Bradbury every day as usual and
only break the news to Edith
when he had Octavia’s promise
to help hth?r-' i
iy v Bk L

(To be comtinued)
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Gill on Committee,
Surplus Marketing

ROSEBURG, Oct. 31-(P)-Ray
W. Gill, state grange master, has

WASHINGTO

Soms bDusiness clubs alse have
helped by levying a fine of §§
upon every member who falls to
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Great numbers eof American
planss are being - fought
against the Germans but you never
hear of them because the British
paint them and make a few other
changes to disguise their idemtity.
Théy are never identified in com-

E

“popular
far less than
citizens,

The United States army is slip-
war observers over to Eng-
constantly by commercial
airline for a few weeks survey.
From aa alr corps officer recemt-
ly back from such an air obser-
congressmen have
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trip,
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munigues.

German plane losses since the
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war began (including Poland)

number 7,000 to 8,000, Hitler is
pinched for experienced first-class
pllots. Eaglish anti-aircraft has
been eaffective but it mot awvall-

morale is lllllll Ob-

servers who hurried to spot W

bombs kit in Loadon generally
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much 100 days supply at

would be. Not knowing
was a military secret, Jones
in a press conference freely con-
the amouni of momey he

our planned wartime activity
the first 100 daye.

Editorial

Comments
From Other Papers

MARION COUNTY PUD

The most far-reaching proposal
to be presented to the volers upon
the coming November ballot is
that which asks creation of a pub-
He utility “district comprising ap-
proximately 60 per cemt of the
area of Marion county and Includ-
ing around 9§ per cent of its pop-
ulation. -

Stayton, Sablimity, Aumsville,
West Stayton, and the area up-riv-

er from Staytom toward Mehama
are all a part of the district, as

well as practically all other towns
and sections of the county with
the exception of the city of Salem.

The proposal is to set up a unit
which would have powers similar
to those possessed by a municipal
corporation for the purpose of de-
veloping or purchase of electrical
energy and its distribution within
or without the district prescribed,
as well as enter into the develop-
ment and sale of domestiec water.

L ] [ ] ®

To administer the affairs of
this umdertaking (estimated by
tha stats hydroelectric commis-
sion to cost §$3,138,117 and to
have an eventual annusal revenue
of $1,307,926) the voters will be
ssked to elect a board of five
members.

Candidates for Mariom county
PUD board are: G. C. Pomeroy, a
groceryman of Monitor; Herbert
E. Barker, packing house fore-
man, Salem; J. O. Farr, farmer,
Jefferson; 0. A. Olson, dentist,
Salem; Luther J. Chapin, bulb
farmer, Mission Bottom; Ernest
Werner, millworker, BSilverton:
and Urban Kirk, farmer, 8t. Paul.

By present occupation these
men may be succesaful but none
of them is outstanding for knowl-
edge of the electrical power bus-
iness, a highly technical and spe-
clalized industry. And, with one
or two exceptions, none of these
men has, to our knowledge, had
any experience in administering
affairs of a huge undertaking.
such as they would be called upon
to do under the proposed PUD.

Although the ballot messure is
not a proposal to issue bonds, it
does provide for the setting up of
a board which' would have ex-
tremely wide power to leyy taxes.

Wtihout voting bonds er ther-
wise comsuiting the taxpayers, the
board would be authorized (if
given a majority vote ia Nevem-
ber) “to borrow money amd iacur
indebtedness . . ."” up te “the or-
disary sanusl income and revenue
m LN I“

end It must come to them: there
could leave it -
Thinking of his sister, Stephen
frowned. “One day you'll come -
cerawling back to me, bagging for
help.” . . . Octavia had sald that,
t:onu-l llo.hgll" he was ¥ e
would have to g0 to her and ask| ¥ 50 owe s eodies
her to help him. Almost he would 'r:a—l-wlfn
rather die than do It 8 :00—Popular Varisty.
§:30—Keowa.
8:45—Voeal Varistisa.
9:00—Pastor’s Call
9:15—Malodie Moods.
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