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The Fifty Destroyers )

It remained for the Italian duce, the well-jawed Musso-
lini, to invent a new stopping place in the shadowy land be-
tween complete neutrality and active belligerency with re-

to the European war. The word—*“non-belligerent”—
had little meaning as he used it several months ago, and it
still is vague in its outlines and unexplored in its implica-
tions. But for better or worse, non-belligerency rather than
neutrality expresses the relation of the United States to the

European war,

The determining factor has been the sale yesterday of
fifty obsolete—but not antiquated, and still highly: effect-
ive—destroyers to the government of Great Britain. Whether
for good or evil, we have taken another step on the road to
war by becoming in an active sense the supporter of the
British war effort. Hitler, if he is a fool (which he is not)
may use the sale as a pretext for declaring war; and if he
does, the country can only consider itself to have reaped as
it has sown. Yet it can hardly feel that the harvest would

be an unjust one.

One’s approval of the destroyer deal—and this paper,
now that it has been made, is inclined to approve of the fact

of the deal, if not the way in

which it was made—is based

thiefly on the assumption that it was made in response to a

"~ need recognized and put forward by naval experts and not

b litically-minded laymen lacking in responsibility, We

trust that the American naval authorities who presum-
ably approved the deal, and above all the president, had
American security at heart when they decided that American
destroyers would fight now in the English Channel rather
than possibly waiting to fight off the coasts of the western
hemisphere; and if that trust proves to have been ill-placed
In the course of months, the blame will not be difficult to

place.

Assuming that the purpose of the administration was
national defense and not politics in permitting the deal, and

assuming also that reputable

American naval advice was

sought, obtained and adhered to, the sale is advantageous
to America, just as it is to Britain. The Newfoundland, Ber-
muda and West Indian bgses received in exchange are of im-
mense value now, and will continue to be of great value in
future years; the promise of the British not to’ sink their
fleet is also of value, though the world is now a trifle cynical

with respect to promises from

anybody about anything. The

fifty American destroyers may not save Britain; but the
bases can be of enormous worth to an embattled western
hemisphere if ever the hand of Hitler stretches toward South

America.

In fine there is only one objection which one is inclined
to raise with respect to the exchange. That is the way that

it was consummated, i.e., by

executive order, apd by ex-

changes of notes between the foreign office ﬂgmd the state

department, rather than through congression

action in the

form of senatorial approval of a treaty, or formal legislation
passed through both houses. The only suspicious thing, in-
deed, about the whole transaction is the presidept’s light-

heartedness in tossing off his

decision; and one could wish

that the country, and the congress had been better informed
in advance. But this is still the administration with “secrets,”
and ill betide that the mere people should knpWw them in ad-

vance.

Municipal Power Elections

Woodburn will vote this coming Friddy on a municipal
wer program; West Salem will vote upon a similar issue
ust a week later. Since The Statesman pays taxes in neither
community we will hold to our past policy of admitting that it
is “none of our business.” Yet there are points involved

which are worthy of discussion. _
Woodburn proposes a $65,000 issue of general obliga-
tion bonds, and the municipality’s debt is already of such
volume that it is necessary to vote 'at the same time to abro-
gate the debt limitation. Some of Woodbuirn™s business men
are opposing the program because of this feature. The gen-

eral obligation bond proposal
shoulders of the community’s

puts all of the risk upon the
taxpayers although it should

make possible a better deal for the bonds.

At the hearings held in Woodburn on the municipal pow-
er issue, speakers from nearby Canby have been prominent,
telling of the advantages that community has gained from
municipal ownership. It should be recalled that Canby has
had municipal ownership for many years, but until recently
it bought its power from Portland General Electric company.
Under that arrangement, Canby was required to charge, or

did charge, the same rates as

PGE. There was a profit left

over, so Canby proceeded to pay for its system and later ap-
plied its profit to municipal expenses and improvements.
Now relieved of that arrangement since it is buying

Bonneville power, Canby has

reduced its rates. What some

Woodburn voters may not realize is that, whatever benefits
may realize, they cannot hope to match Canby’s rates
until the debt they now propose to create, is largely liqui-

dated.

Canby’s minimum charge is now $1 a month, as com-
red to PGE’s 87 cents; beginning at about 50 kilowatt
urs Canby’s rates are lower, though if taxes returned to

the public are subtracted from the PGE rates, the compari-

again favors PGE. Since

some of these taxes now go-

son
ing to eounty and state would be eliminated, it is somewhere
mear a standoff—if Woodburn could match Canhy’s rates.
Woodburn will, on the contrary, be in comparable position
to Cascade Locks, whose rates are substantially higher—the

ty
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for small-volume operation. If Woodburn gains any
benefits from municipal operation, it will have to

better than Cascade Locks has done.

:
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are a couple of other matters that have nothing
do—or not much—with the dollars and cents angle. Dis-
ssing the issue with Woodburn people, we find them talk-

ing of voting for or against “Bonneville power.” Somehow
the idea has been put over that this is a matter of getting,

or not g , Bomnneville power. They are already using
Bonne power a considerable share of the time, and bene-
fi somewhat from its low cost.

matter concerns

The editor of the Independent

the Woodbur-n Independent.
consistently resents the exist-

ence of privately-owned utilities. It is a sort of religion with
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is a virtue. But we wonder—if the

land beyond the
Their journals kindled the Inter-
est of colonial America in the far
west. The explorer, the far trap-
per and trader broke the trafl.

Next came the missionary; and,
close behind, the homeseaker. If
we pause today, we may read in
the old Oregon trail lessons ap-
plicable to the problems besetting
us now,

“Most Americans are familiar
with the broad outlines of this
vast migration. They are not so
familiar with the fact that It was
a people’s movement. The govern-
ment at Washington, absorbed in
the 18408 by the acquisition of
Texas and the gathering clouds
of secession, virtually ignored the
trend toward the northwest. In
cCOngress, Rumerous voices were
ralsed in discouragement. It was
sald that Oregen lay beyond our
proper aspirations as a nation;
that the Rockies should mark
the permanent boundary. . ., . In
spite of governmental objeections,
settlers were overrunning the
Oregon Country. .. . The settlers,
once established, would maintain
themselves against the world.

b T T

“No, the government did mnot
occupy the Oregomn Country. That
job, thank God, was accomplished
by the people. Americans had neot
then been Instructed that they
must look to Washington for in-
spiration and sanction for their
every act.

“And when the ploneers found
they needed to organize their
rude society into lawful patterns,
they made no appeal to the gov-
ernment, They acted. They form-
ed their own government. . . .

T T

‘“We can afford to smile at the
timidity of the obstructionists
who lived a century ago. In their
day, they thought America finish-
ed. They belonged to the tribe,
seemingly numerous in each gen-
eration, which holds that the im-
it has been reached. Little Amer-
fcans they were; the type that
advocated Impeaching Jefferson
for his purchase and derided Sew-
drd for buying Alaska.

“In like manner, ths Ilittle
American of 1940 maintains that
our race {8 run. The throb he
hears is not the hnm of Amer-
fca’s dynamos, but the hardening
of American arteries. It is his
despondent outlook that deflates
the hopes of youth: insists that
our industrial plant is over bullt
and that we must look forward
only to a slippered senility,
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“We, of the old Oregon Coun-
try, reject the hypothesis of the
little American. We are optimlists,
We say that America is not yet
half built. The little American
dates the decline of American en-
terprise from the time when the
last free land was thrown open
to settlement,

“*We hold that the theory of the
last frontiler 1is only figurative.
Land, if you had to work it
never was free. Men pald for it
in sweat and blood and lonell-
ness, if not In dollars. -
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“As long as great rivers run
idly to the sea; as long as vast
reaches of virgin soll await only
life giving water; as long as
Americans prefer work to ease,
and as long as well being is in-
equitably distributed, then we
say that America is not finished.

“Our job is to work for an inte-
grated self confident country,
ready to undergo the diseipline of
the pioneer to the end that we
may not only survive in a threat-
ening world but distribute our
blessings more abundantly.”

(Concluded tomorrow.)

Editorial
Comment

From Other Papers

AS McNARY BEES IT

In formally accepting the re-
publican vice presidential nomi-
nation United BStates Senator
Charles L. McNary of Oregon de-
livered a temmperate but profound
speech. He. gave credit where It
seemed to him that credit was
due and consistently avolded any-
thing that might be described as
purely partisam griticlam. On the
whole the speech constiiutes a
thorough justification of & pro-
gressive's refusal to endorse the
new deal.

While accrediting the new deal
administration with some good In-
tentlons . and some constructive
achievements Nominee MeNary ia
convinced that its met effect Is
decidedly on th e liability side.
From him, one of the best agri-
cultural aathorities in polities to-
day, there is tremendous practical
force in the statement that

own and
servations as s resideat and
ve of & section
of the nation in which the plomeer
spirit is still strnogly exemplitied.
Truly, as he expressed It, “this is

po=-| .

A Situstion Redolent

Chapter 20

“Tex can't be serious”™
Hugh.

“He packed his clothes and left
the apartment.”

“Then you must have had »
quarrel.”

“I swear we didn't.”

Hugh tried to persuade Judith
to eat something but she refused.

“N.w the point s I must have
some legal advice. If he wants a
divorce, a divorce he shall have.”

“You're being hasty. This will
blow over!"

Judith looked
you belleve that?
ever forget thial”

Judith finally cqoavinced Hugh
that Tex had been quite serious
about the whols thing. And so he
said, “T'll send you to a friend of
mine., I'll go telephone him now."”

Hugh was gone five minutes.
He found his lawyer friend in,
told him not to advise anything
drastic. When he came back to
the table he felt better. Attorney
Richards had reassured him, “I'm
an expert at calming down irate
wives, Hugh. Don’'t worry.” :

Hugh patted Judith's hand as it
lay on the table. “Now you go and
talk to him and you’ll feel better.
I'm going to take you to dinmer
tonight. You'll be OK and Tex
will come to his senses."”

That is the way things stood
when Judith left Hugh. Aa he
sald good bye, he sgqueezed her
hand. “You know how I feel about
you, Judith. You're tops with me.
Any time you decide to change
husbands, I'm walting."

Underneath the levity of his
voice, there was a serjous note.

Richards' law office was in a
bullding near 54th street on Fifth
avenue. 8She walked and the ailr
made her feel better. The lawyer
talked with Judith for some time.

“There’'s only one thing I can
advise IT you wish to push the
thing through in a hurry. That's
Reno. But it costs money.” He
continued: “You could get a di-
vorce in Michigan ia about three
months if your residence were es-
tablished, but I'm afraid the court
would rule New Jersey as your
home. Reno takes about forty-two
days. Have you money enoughi”

“I think so.”

“But you better walit a few days
before you decide anything., Then
I'll write a friend of mine out
there and he can look after you.”

The lawyer found Judith hard
to handle. She was horribly hurt
and shaken. No use talking to her
in that frame of mind. He refused
to take any money for his advice.

“You're Lanning's friend. That
makes it all right with me.”

Judith went oa back to the
apartment. She had fo thimk
about packing. Mechanjcally she
went om about her preparations.
The telephone rang and she rushed
to it with a desperate hope it
might be Tex. '

It was Roy Tremndel looking for

said

at Hugh., "Do
How could 1

“Then I'll be there at five.” Ju-
dith had made up her mind.

“What route are you taking?”

“Denver, I think. Where are
you going1”

“The coast,” Judith could not
bring herself to tell him her des-
tination. She could fly back to
Reno from Los Angeles, or take a
train. It wasn't far. How queer
it was she was going to see the
west now! For a divorce which
she detested!

“You're welcome to come if you
want to. Better ask Tex. He
might not want you flying in this
new crate on a trial trip.”

Judith went back to her pack-
ing. She filled & small trunk, left
it to be sent on later. Then she
packed an sirplane suit case. She
had enough time. There were
some small bills to be paid. Milk
man, the laundry. BShe left the
money for them with the ecare-
taker.

Tex could do what he wanted
with the apartment. She mnever
wanted to see anything In it

Today's Garden

By LILLIE L. MADSEN

B.P.—Yes, there is a tree wound
dressing made from Bordeaux.
You simply stir raw linseed oill
into dry Bordeaux powder until a
paintable mixture is obtained.
Then put it on the wound.

Botrytis is a genus name for a
widespread fungus and that Is
why you find it a peony blight,
fire disease of tulips, on lilles and
many other plants. It will also be
found on sinnias and marigolds.
Pick off all diseased leaves and
flowers and then spray with bor-
deaux. The disease spqres live
over winter in the garden and
clean gardening is essential to its
riddance.

Tri-ogen is a spray; Kolotex is
used as a dust. Both are good
control measures for the rose gar-
dens. It is important that you go
over your rose bed thoroughly now
if you want good October roses.
Almost every mall brings ques-
tions about the rose garden at this
time of the year. We are coming
into one of Oregon’s finest rose-
times, I think. A contact spray is
necessary to control the leafhop-
per which does so much damage in
the rose garden in September.

again!

At a quarter teo five, Judith ar-
rived at Newark airport in a taxi
The porter knew her.

“For Mr. Trendel’'s ship,” she
sald. He headed for a large red
airplane which wasjalready on the
line. In the waiting room she
found Ellen Stark, Roy’'s fiancees.

“I'm glad you're going. It's a
long trip.”

Judith was so nervous that El-
len asked, *“What's wrong, Ju-
dllhr'.

“Nothing.” )

“Roy's with some of the bl
sfiocts. They're arguing about car-
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| seeming to. The picture of a man
too busy at great projects to
waste time in sordid politics,
the photo of a leader drafted
against his personal inclinatioms,
had to be perpetuated.

That’'s a tough job, amn im-
possible one you might say, un-
less you had asceompanied Mr.
Roosevelt on his first stump foray
sinece his acceptance speech, the
opening gun of his campaign
in the hesitant south. Ickes tried
up with
rhetorieal overindulgence. Wal-
lace attempted it but slopped
over into painting swastikas on
practically everyons except him-
self and Roosevelt,

The Chickamauga dam was
finished last March and could
have been dedicated any time
since then, or mnot dedicated at
all, because few dam openings
have been patted by presidential
hand, was selected for the opem-
ing of the president’'s campaign.
« » » It was chosen because it af-
forded the desired contrast with

ilikie, in the heart of the dis-

ct where he represented pri-
vate power, a community which
has gotten more out of the mnew
deal than any other . . . never
a word about Willkie was there

Judith?t” Ellen yawned. “I hate
all this airplane talk. Ive heard
nothing else for twenty-four
hours, right through floor shows,
dinners, and everything. How's
Tex?"

tricity, sorrow that “some peo-
ple” misunderstood the great
purposes of TVA, persomal recol-
maﬁumm-lnn

“practical” the president
been instead of wasteful, (men-
tioning his Dutch and Scotch
ancestors), how unlike ' a die-
tator he had been In letting state
and loeal governments, farmers,
in bullding
word about
term, only:
only to retain
this,
but to improve and extend
« » » “The progress that
we propose to continue to make”
. oo "We .uf.han continnance

tank and machine gun.”
Hitler attack “this fall” -appear-
ed in this one, but “the greatest™
attack that has even been launch-
ed against freedom

[ of the. indi-
¥idual is nearer the Americas
than ever before. . . . Nothing
about 're-glection, but “we need
not swap the gaimn of better llv-
ing for the gain of better de-
fense. I propose to retain the one
and galn the other.” _ . .. The
president even borrowed without
credit, the Willkle saceceptance
line (Willkie borrowed it from
Churchill with credit) that all
this defense is going te “reguire
sacrifices from us all.™ , ., . No-
thing abous anyons else standing
for fascism, but plenty about
how free Mr. Roosevelt has kept
our liberty with the implied gues-
tlon of who could do it better...

Thus does Mr. Roosevelt's re-
election, from his own words,
become imperative—although yom
must admit he did not exactly
say Bso.

This, then, is to be the Roose-
velt” type of campaign for the
third try, as delicate a job as
a statesman ever saet his mind
to, and clearly now one behind
the capaciiy of his subordinates
to "attempt.

Omnly he cam“say with a face
that is straight, except for a
minor twinkle im the eye, “I
am .too busy for politica.”™

This is to be the classie

of the campaign,

(Distributed by King Festurss Syadi-

“Fine.”

buretors. What's & carbureter,

; {To be continued)

[ estes, Ime.: reproduction is whole or in

part :m-mb prohibited.)

. Radio Programs

ESLM - WEDNESDAY—13560 Ea
8:30—Milkman Melodies.
7:00—Farm Talk—Harry Richea,
7:15—Hits and Encores,
T7:30—News
7:45—Melody Lans.
8:00—Breakfast Chub,
8:30—News.

B:40—Besa Bye.

B :45—Pastor's Call

::oo—ru Nl::-r!l‘ﬂm!.
:15—Popu uale.

’;’O—J‘nm Family.

9:45—Keap Fit to Musie.

10 :00—Xeowa.

10:15—Ma Perkins.

11:00—Our Friendly Neighbors.
11:15—Populsr Musie,

11:45—Zeke Manners and Gang.
12:00—Valus

12:15—Ngws.

12 :30—Hillbilly Berenade.

12 :35—Willamette Valley Opinlons,
12 :50—Musical Interluda.

1215——-1-;.:-:1-; Facta,
1:80—Joe Veauti Orchestra.
Musie.

2:45—Crandma Travels.

8:00—Maddox Family and Rose,
3:30—Your Neighboer.

8:45—Carol Leighton, Ballads.
4:00—Newa,

éd:15—Fopular Musieg,

5:30—S8hafter Parker.

6:45—Cheer Up Gang.

6:00—Tunight's Headlines,
6:15—Dinner Hour Melodies.
€:30—News and Views—Joha B, Hughes
8:45—Musical Memories.

T:00—Work Wanted.

T:15—Elliott Roosevelt.

7:30—Lone Banger.

8:00—News.

8:15—Louis Prima Orchestra.
8:30—BB0 News

9:00—Nowspaper of the Alr,
P:15—Ra ';:lrl Orchestra.
® :3-0—-—01: Time Orchestra.
10:00—8erpico and Hia Musle,
10:30—Vocal Variebies.

the staticna notice to this naws-
paper.

11:00—News.

11:15—Morton Gould Orchestra.
11:30—Rhythm Rascals.

11

:45—Meledy Lane.
*» ® ®

EOIN-—~WEDNESDAY—940 Ea
:00—Market Reporis L
:05—KOIN Clock.
;;tg::dgauna Reporti
2 arre ng.
;45—Consumer News.

:00—Kate Bmith ks.

15—V hen a Gurl s
:80—Romance of Helem Tremi
:45~—0ur Gal Babday.

:00—The Goldbergs.

:16—~Life Can Be Beautiful
:30—Right to Happiness.
10:00—Big Bister.

10:15—Aunt Jenny. -
10:30—TFlctecher W .

10:45—~My Bon and

11:00—Soclety @irl.

11:15—Marths Webster.
11:45—XNews.

12 :00—Pretty Kitty Kelly.
12:15—Myrt and Marge.
13:30-—Hilltop House.
13
1

CeCEOMRaA1-and

:45—Stepmothaer.

:100—By Kathleen Norris
1:;15—Bejond Thess Valleys.
:30—Singin’ Sam.
:45—Scattergood Balnes.
:00—Young Decrtor Malonas.
:15—Hedda Hopper's Hollywood,
:30—Jeyeoe Jo n.

:45—The World Teday.
:oo-gcua Anin.‘ o
:30—Newspaper o 1
:oo—aﬁu'?hoom
:00—Glenn Miller Orchestra.
:15—Publie Afimire.
:80—News of the War,
00—Amos 'n" Andy.
:15—Lanny Ross.

:30—Dr.

155——News.

:00—Adventures of Mr. Mook,
:30—Question Bee.
:00—8ullivan Reviews the Newa
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10:45—Ray Pearl Orchestra.

9:30—Baker Thesire Players

Latest US Weapon— Curtiss Dive Bomber

10:00—Five Star Final
10:30—Henry King Orchestra,
11:00—Jantzen Orchestra.
11:30—Manny ESirand Orchestra.
11:55—News, oS!

-
EGW—WEDNESDAYT—§20 K.
:00—S8unrise Bersnads.
:30—Trail Blasers.
:00—Nows.
:15~—~Home Folks Frolle.
:30-—Wife Baver.

Whi
:15—The O'Neills.
:30—S8tars of Teday.
:15~—Nuture Bketches.
:80—By Kathlesn Norris
9;45—Dr. Kats.
10 :00—Light of the World.
10:15—Arneld Grimm's Daughter.
:30—Vatiant Lady.
:Oo—g.“, of lk::y Marlia,
: t ar
: oung's .
:45—=Vie and d. %
00—Portia Blake Faces Life
:15—8tells Dallas,
;80—

0.'.!:'44-!‘.
[ ]
£
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Eoo——nonr-nd Kews Flashes.
:15—Mine te Chaerish
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