| ' discussed world events as a chamber of commerce

| wagainst “German plots” engineered in the Baltic states, and

Glib Answers to Epochal Issues

: Humble confession to have become the fashion
smong luncheon club M'inSahm.’Instweeknotleo-
was taken in this column of Dean Dubach’s o
‘that “this is only what I am thinking today.” His successor at
' the head table this week, Marshall Dana of the Oregon Jour-
nal editorial staff, expressing appreciation that he was asked
to discuss the more concrete and stable subject of city plan-
' ming, remarked: “I am called upon daily te interpret current
events. And I feel ignorant of current events.”

Humble confession is fo;eﬁ“b:.&i th :u tlmtncheﬁn o‘t:lgb
'speaker even if he happens to be an T, it will not do
;ry any means on the editorial page. From the New Yor.k
TS down to the Podunk Gaszette, every editor has a glib
'answer for all the ills that beset: the human race and partic-
'ularly, at this moment, for the world-shaking events in Eu-
| rape, Every editor—with one exception—knows who is going
{to win this war and exactly what is going to happen there-
_after. Nor is this confined to those entrusted with the con-
duct of the editorial Albion Ross, foreign editor of the
San Francisco Chronicle, for example, electrified a luncheon
' the other day by declaring “Hitler will conguer the
- Enitad' States.” He was not so positive in some other state-
*me but ventured that Hitler would probably get -the

fleet, put such pressure on England that he would get

- the British fleet, am&r the United States within two years

and, assurting the American army at its present strength,
blitzkrieg it in three days.

Chester Rowell, editor emeritus of the same newspaper,
'the next day told a similar greup in Portland he thought
“Great Britain would keep control of the French fleet and if
#o, would still put up a formidable fight. ,

That's the trouble. Everybody has an answer but few
answers are alike, That in itself is no tragedy. Editors feel
B Lk iy B e Bese o serrying pevictinn.
they spea iv e hope ng conviction.

But now events have reached the point that some of them
are advocating immediate United States intervention in Eu-
rope. They paint a picture similar to that of Albion Ross and
insist that the only way to “stop Hitler” is to “pitch in now,
rvather than later when there is no one to help us.”

Their forebodings may be well-founded and their solu-
tion may be wise. The point is, who knows? These are their

snswers—but if their advice were followed, it would not

a matter of facile theory, but of thousands of human lives,
untold national sacrifice, the creation of an actual rather than
a potential enemy and an uncertain outcome.

Now if you will excuse us, we must refuse to affect such
glibness, such emniscience. We, like Marshall Dana, “feel ig-
norant of current events.” And to tell the truth, so is every-
one. This is world revolution, impelled by & myriad of con-

~frary forces which no one person can comprehend, much less

evalnate. The direction it will take from day to day, no one

can %edjct.

e are not sure what will be the outcome in Europe. We
are not sure that Hitler would attack the United States if he
won in Europe, We know he might. We are positive-—despite
our disclaimer-—that the threat is sufficiently real that the
\defense program must proceed with all possible speed. And
we are almost equally positive that intervention is out of the
guestion. We have no military force capable of decigive ac-
tion in Europe. We are not sure—but we suspect—thiat war
will come our way soon enough. And we suspect even more
strongly that the Western Hemisphere is a big enough slice
of the world for the United States to pelice and regulate.

Honeymoon’s End?

' ‘It was inevitable when the Russians last fall obtained
military and naval bases in the Baltic republics that they
should sometime ask and receive the remaining shreds of po-
litical integrity still clinging to the three tiny states. That
they should take advantage of their option om the political
life of Esthonia, Latvia and Lithuania at this particular time,
however, and in the particular way which they adopted is
‘worthy of notice. -

'_ One would like to say that it betokens the end of the
Nazi-Commmunist honeymoon, the appearance of strains and
-Irictions in the hitherto smooth-meshing gears of the eastern
'European axis. The evidence is there: the Ryssians protest

immediately reopen trade talks with the Turks, friends of the
allies; the Germans complete their conquest of France and
80 become ible objects of fear on the part of the Rus-
sians. All that lacks is a conviction that Russia can and will
alter the line of pelicy which she adopted last August in sign-
ing the non-aggression pact with Germany.

‘Theére is, in short, nothing Russo-German relations
which gives grounds for a bélief that the honeymoon is
wover, It is true that Germany has conquered in the west; but
. /it is also true that Russia has licked her Fimmish wounds with
assiduity since they were inflicted last January and Febru-
‘ary. It is equally true that relations between the two states
have mever been particularly warm, despite the announced
permanence of the Berlin-Moscow axis; but it is certain that
 Germany has suaccessfully interceded in the Balkans between
‘Italy and Russia, with the result that neither state has felt
‘herself mistrested by the Germans,
| This is not to say, however, tl
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