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Nazis | Clair

In One Ear..

—Paul Hauser’s Column

If Mrs. Twig had been a little
more careful about hiding her
Christmas presents things might
have been differ-
ent. As it was
héer bread turned
to ashes and alk
her well-laid
Christmas plans
went awry.

Mr. Twig was
a morose sort of
person, Definite-
ly he was not
the type that it
is easy to buy
for. For some Paul B. Baaser, ir.
years now his conversations
with Mrs. Twig over the break-
fast table ' and elsewhere had
been limited to a series of grunts
in varying Inflections. To ome
knowing Mrs. Twig this peculiar-
ity of conduct was mnot difficult
to understand,

Mrs, Twig had been at
some pains to choose a suit-
able Christnias gift for Mr.
Twig. She had been unable

to get from him any indica-
tion of what was dear to his
heart, If, indeed, Mr. Twig
had a heart. She had after

great consideration decided

upon a revolver, for in his

occasional articunlate periods

Mr. Twig had several times

mentioned that he had been

considered a crack pistol
shot in his youth.

So Mrs, Twig went to a sport-
Ing goods store and bought a
very good target pistol, which
she had wrapped as a gift. She
took it home.

It was there that she made
her big mistake, for she care-
lessly placed the gift on a closet
;1;&! , hidden only by an old hat

x.

Eventually Mr., Twig found the
present.” He took it down from
the shelf and unwrapped it, care-
fully so as not to muss the wrap-
ping. When he opened the box
it was a pistol a

gl 3
fondled the gun In his hands,
turning it over and over. Then
from the box of cartridges Mra.
Twig had thoughtfully provided
with the gift he loaded the pistol.

Calmly and deliberately, Mr.
Twig then walked out into the
garage, put his Christmas pres-
ent against his temple and shot
himself through the head,

Mrs. Twig had to change
all her Christmas plans._

&

We were sitting In a well-
known State street confectionery
and eatery which rather prides
ftself on {its candy making the
other day. While we were sitting
there a little old lady carrying
a2 basket walked in, She stood
there hesitantly for a moment
and then approached the girl be-
hind the counter, Carefully she
removed the mnapkin over her
basket.

“I wonder if you'd like to buy
some of my home made candy,”
she sald.

¢ SEASONAL LAMENT

The rain falls in torrents,
The river rises fast;

If I wanted to go swimming
I just wounldn't dast,

*

Soviet Planes
Raid 2 Suburbs

Of Finn Town

Air Raid Warnings Are
Sounded in Other
Gulf Cities

17.000 Russ Soldiers Are
Reported Routed by
Finns in Fight

By THOMAS H. HAWKINS

HELSINKI, Dec. 18—(#)-In the
first real air activity since early
this month, Russian war Dplanes
today bombed two suburbs of Vii-
purl and zir raid warnings were
sounded in towns all along the
Finnish gulf.

One plane was shot down out-
side of Viipuri but the extent of

damage—if any—near that Fin-

nish center was not determined.
A sguadron of 20 soviet planes,
mostly bombers, flew over the Vii-

puri suburbs most of the day, ap-
parently on reconnoitering flights.

There were three air raid warn-
ings in Viipuri proper but no
planes attacked there.

Meanwhile, the Finnish high

command announced desultory
attacks by Russian troops were
repulsed during the day in east-
ern central Finland and on the
Karelian Isthmus.
17,000 Russians Reported
Routed by Finns

(Reports to Stockholm news-
papers stated the Finns routed
17,000 Russians on the shore of

(Turn to Page 2, Col. 1)

Labor Story Is
Reported Killed

Regional Director Tells
Of City Editor’s
Censorship

WASHINGTON, Dec. 18-{¥)-
Summoning a regional director
of the natiomal labor relations
board to the stand, a house In-
vestigating committee questioned
him closely today on one report
in which he said a friendly ecity
editor killed a story derogatory
to the board, and on another In
which he guoted the CIO as say-
ing it had an “obligation to com-
munists.”

The witness, Philip G. Phillips,
had reported that the story was
killed by the city editor of the
Cincinnati Enquirer, “a swell
guy and a dear friend of mine.”

Tonight W. F. Wiley, publish-
er of the Enquirer, issued a state-
ment at Cincinnati, saying the

(Turn to Page 2, Col. 8)

Alford Is Named
To Warren’s Post

Lieutenant Max Alford will sue-
ceed Clyde Warren as state police
headquarters captain here, Charles
P. Pray, superintendent of state
police announced tMonday .

Warren recently was appointed
head of the law enforcement di-
vision of the state liguor eontrol
commission with headquarters in
Portland. He will assume his new
duties about January 1. Warren
succeeds Walter Winters, who re-
signed.

Liéutenant Alford has been
with the state police depariment
since November 1, 1931. He first
was a patrolman in the Astoria
district, but was promoted to the
rank of lieutenant March 1, 1938.
He bas since made his headquart-

ers in the Salem district.

Council Hears Proposal

To Establish Reserves

The city council last night
heard a proposal for establish-
ment of & group of men to be
known =3 “Salem police re-
serves,” which would be on
in emergencies for either police
or fire departments,

In & letter to the council, sign-
ed by Malcolm L. Mitchell, pres-
ident of the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, sponsor of the plan,
it was pointed out that the or-

would be mo expense
to the and would “promote
between the citizens
the police and fire depart-

2

The routine business of renew-
ing beer and wine licenses for
the coming year provoked a little
flurry when Alderman C, F.
French objected to re-licensing
licenses

original motion was passed, Only
two places would have been af-

fected by the améndment.
The “dry” element of the coun-
¢i]l scored a minor victory, how-
lieation

ever, in rejecting an app
for a wine license by George
185 South b

:€

& beer

fuds
i
5t

gallon “pumper

for the mew east Salem

fire station were opened aad re-
ferred to the fire committee. The
bids were: American LaFranee,
8975 and $8%075; Keanworth,
;: Ahrens-Fox, $8892 and
792; Beagrave, $9739; Mack
truck, $7700; Buf-

&
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34 British Planes Shot

Is Too Big for

Lad’s Stocking

PORTLAND, Dec. 18-(F)y-A
couple of crates marked *‘do not
open until Christmas” and ade-
dressed to a Portland boy
whose name was withheld, ar-
rived today and Railway Ex-
press Agent C. 1. Fitagerald al-
lowed as how it would be some
job getting them into a Christ=
mas stocking.

Each crate contained a sleepy=
eyed burro, one a jack, the othe
er a jenmy.

Churchill Says
Nazi Navy Hurt

Admiralty Chieftain Claims
“Considerable Portion’
Of Ships Seuttled

LONDON, Dec. 18—(#)—A ‘“con-
gsiderable proportion” of Ger-

many’s cruiser strength has been

sunk or seriously disabled by Brit-
ain’s naval might in a single
week, Winston Churchill, admir-

alty chieftain, declared tonight as
Britain claimed vietory in the

“bigzest air engagement of the
war."

In a hurriedly-arranged broad-
cast, the first lord of the admiral-

ty related circumstances of the
sinking of one German cruiser and
the erippling of two others by
British submarines, His account
of naval successes was heard by

a British public long Iimpatient
for action.
Churchill said his majesty’s

submarine Salmon last Thursday
saw the German fleet steaming
out to sea “on one of its rare ex-
cursions."”

“She fired six torpedoes at the
crulser squadron which was ac-
companying the German battle
cruisers and she hit one 6§000-ton
cruiser with one torpedo and a
second cruiser of equal size with
two.

“These cruisers may have been
able te limp home, that
is by no means certain in the case
of one of them . ., and they will
be out of action for many a long
month.

“Now, today, his majesty’s sub-
marine Ursula reports on the 14th
she sank & 6000-ton cruiser of
the Koln class although it was
surrounded by no fewer than six
German destroyers.”

(Turn to Page 2, Col, 6)

Californians Hit
In Monopoly Quiz

Electrical Companies and
Labor Unions Indicted
By Grand Jury

SBAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 18—(&)
~The federal government's
lengthy Investigation of building
construction costs emerged today
with a sweeping grand jury in-
dictment charging northern Cali-
fornia electirical companies and
labor unions with econspiring
against the Sherman anti-trust
act.

Accused of conspiring to die-
tate and control bids of small
contractors were 10 Ban Francis-
co, Alameda and Contra Costa
counties’ companies and contrac-
tors’ organizations, two nnions in
that area and 36 individuals,

It was the first Indictment re-
turned since Attormey General
Frank Murphy sent his investi-
gators into various parts of the
nation to inguire into building
costs, said James Hayes, assistant
attorney gemeral,

Since January, 1938, the in-
dictment alleged, the defendants
had conspired to establish arbi-
trary, coliusive and non-competi-
tive bids to eliminate *electrical
contractors who refused to par-
ticipate in the bid econtrol
scheme.”

The jury<charged that the Elee-
trical Industry Depository of Cali-
fornia, Inc., was formed and all
contractors were told to file bids
with the corporation or else be de-
prived of the use of union labor.

Scheme to Break
Picket Line Bared

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 18—(#)
—-A message plucked from an em-
ployer teletype in the bloody
Stockton cannery strike of 1837,
read into the LaFollette commit-
tee hearing record today, outlined
a plan to “break the picket line”
by inciting teamsters to "start a
battle” with strikers.

The message was read into the
record after ex-Sherift Harvey
Odell of San Joaquin county told
of swearing in 1200 farmers and
businessman deputies to anugment
his forces.
Union and employer versions of
the strike, in which some 50 were
fnjured, differed as they were re-
lated to Senator Robett 5. La-

$43,000

Tons of grain, seed, box shook and machinery went up in smoke
last night as the Ivan Stewart & Co. and Valley Box & Lumber

pany plants were destroyed by fire in

Hull Criticizes
Stand of MeNary

Oregon Senator’s Attack
On Trade Treaties
Held Unfair

WASHINGTON, Dee. 18 (&)
The criticiam by Senator McNary
(R-Ore), minority leader, of the
administration’s trade agreements
program wag intended to discred-
it the program, Becretary of State
Hull charged in a letter to the
Oregon senator yesterday.
“The ‘evidence’ you now ad-
duce,” Hull wrote, “in support of
your assertions that trade agree-
ments have imposed hardships on
our domestic woducers is on a
par with the ‘evidence’ trumpeted
throughout the country 10 years
ago by spomsors of the Hawley-
Smoot tarrif in support of their
reckless assertions that tariff em-
bargoes would give our agricul-
ture and industry permanent and
resplendent prosperity.

“We all know that the opera-
tion of the Hawley-Smoot tariff
did not prevent, but was largely
responsible for, the worst econom-
ic disaster which has ever struck
our country.”

McNary, Hull sald, wrote that
as a result of the war-time cur-
rency depreciations *‘““we should
immediately invoke the exchange
rate provisions in our trade
agreements for the purpose of
modifying or cancelling the
agreements themselves.”

Georgian Is Again
Ousted by Troops

ATLANTA, Deec. 18-{(#Uni-
formed but unarmed soldiers
“captured”™ Georgia’s highway de-
partment in behalf of Gov. E. D.
Rivers- today in the executive's
fight with W, L. Miller for con-
trol of this key state agency,
Miller, twice ejected bodily
from the chairman’'s office when
he refused to recognize am exe-
cutive ouster, made =anogher at-
tempt to regain his desk through
a court order. National guards-
men gently but firmly denied him
entrance to the chairman’s suite
in the highway building, and he
left gquietly.

The governor early today Is-
sued a proclamation of martial
law “for the protection of the
state highway department and
all its properties.,™ It followed on

way board,
Cuban-American
Pact Is Signed

WASHINGTON, Dee. 1
Secretary Hull and Cuban Am
sador Martinez Fraga signed a

?

early
com=

Balem, Firemen could

Partly Insured $43,000

West
story frame building
seed and grain plant anom
baxvlggtory early last night.
partly covered by insurance.

Flames were first noticed eom-O

ing from the roof at the mnorth
side of the Huilding at 6:50
o'clock, sccording to information
obtzined by Sergeant Farley Mo-
gan of the state police. Alarms
were sounded by Merle Pruitt and
Vern J. Fowler and answered by
the Salem fire department.

By 8 o'clock the east wall ad-
joining the Southern Pacific rail-
way tracks had fallen and flames
were roaring through the whole
building. Only a pile of blazing
grain and box shooks remained
three hours later.

Volunteer fire fighters who
manned two hese lines laid by a
Salem pumper crew were unable
to do more than protect the Port-
land General Eleetric company
high-tension lines running past
the west side of the building.
Nearest structures, the PGE sub-
station and an oll station, lay 100
yards away.

No evidence as to origin of the
blaze was found, Sergeant Mogan
sald,

Ivan Btewart estimated the loss
of his bullding, built in 1935, at
$5000, on seed and grain at $185,.-
000 and on seed cleaning machin-
ery at $5000, 80 per cent insured.
His office records and equipment
were saved.

Tym Allen, proprietor of the
box company, said he lost $§12,000
in materials and $6000 in machin-
ery, principally nailing machines,
60 per cent insured. Two lumber
trucks were saved but office
equipment and records lost,

Four firms suffered heavy
grain and seed losses, Stewart
gaid. He had in storage 175 tons
of oats and seed recently pur-
chased by the Tillamook county
Creamery association, valued at
approximately $4375; 60,000
pounds of rye grass belonging to
Burlingham & Sons, Forest Grove,
worth $2700, and two carioads of
barley valued at $2000, one each
belonging to Edward L. Eyre and
Continental Grain company, both
of Portland.

Near the fire but undamaged
were & string of Southern Pacific
bridge crew cars serving as liv-
ing gquarters and two flat cars
carrying large power transform-
ers destined for the Bonneville
substation at Winona, east of
West Salem.

Last night's fire loss was ex-
ceeded in West Salem only by the
$130,000 blase that destroyed the
old Balem Manufacturing com-
pany box factory and a large part
of the Copeland yards in Novem-
ber, 1937.

Late Sports
HOCKEY

FIRE HITS WEST SALEM INDUSTRIES

4
T
.
1
4
.
%

do little to curb flames that shot high in the alr from blaging

piies of grain and box-making

West Salem Seed, Box
Plants Are Destroyed

Loss Suffered by Valley

Box Company and Ivan Stewart Seed Firm
in Early Evening Mystery Blaze
Salem’s worst fire in two

ied
Valley Box & Lumber company

proprietors estimated their loss in excess of $43,000,,

destroyed the two-

by Ivan Stewart & Co.

Army Flier Dies
In Plane Crash

Three Crewmen Bail Out
Safely as Bomber’s
Two Motors Fail

HILL CITY, KAS., Dec. 18P
—Believing a member of his crew
still aboard after he ordered all
to abandon ship, Lieut. Harold
Neely, pilot of an army bomber,
brought the plane to a safe land-
ing late today. One soldier was
killed in parachuting.

Unknown to the officer, all
three others in the twin-motored
B-10 ship had jumped. KXKenneth
C. Seamans, of Seranton, Pa., was
killed. Two landed without se-

(Turn to Page 2, Col. §)

Volunteer Fire

Fighter Burned,
But on Stove!

An unidemtified volun-

esman staff photo,

Alleged Robber
Held by Police

Theft of $20 From Taxi

Driver Brings Charge
Against Portlander

Alleged to have held up Ernest

{Teske, Salem taxiced driver and

robbed him of §$20 Baturday
night, a man giving the name of
William Franklin Lehman s un-
der arrest in Portland, Sergeant
J. L. Cutler of the Salem police
reported last night, He sald Leh-
man, who registered at the Bligh
hotel here Saturday under the
name of Bill Hayes, had admitted
the Teske holdup but claimed it
wasg a whisky bottle and not a
gun he had held against the
driver’s side,

Teske reporied to state police
Sunday morning his assailant had
used a gun.

The bandit approached Teske
at his Bligh hotel stand, he told
police, and asked to be driven to
Brooks, When they reached
Brooks the passenger asked him
to drive omn through Mit., Angel
and near the Grassy Pond school,
four miles out of the town, the
“fare” pulled out his gun and de-
manded Teske's money.

Action Promised
By US Secretary

WASHINGTON, Dee. 18
Becretary Hull sald today that
American nations would take col-
lective action within a few days
as & result of the Graf Spee afl-
fair, which took place within the
Pan-American neutrality beilt,
Hull did not disciose the nature
of the action, however,

Uruguay has suggested diplo-
matic representationg to Britain
and Germany, and other sugges-
tions have included a P
that belligerent warships enter-

reconcile
have been presented, Hull said,
and a decision should be reached

this week.

MONTEVIDEO, Dec. 13-(F)
The twisted, smoking wreckage of
the nasi pocket battleship Admiral
Graf Spee lay half submerged im
25 feet of water outside Monte-
video harbor tonight while the Ar-

Crew of Admiral Graf Spee
Takes Buenos Aires Refuge

ent the blasts were caused by gas
forming in confined spacea from
burning fuel oll.
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Giant Sky Battle Over
Helgoland Is Lost

by Englinh |

Engagement Covers 20 ,'I
Miles, Takes Place 3
Near River Elbe .

|

By MELVIN WHITELEATHER ;
BERLIN, Dec. 18. .
nazl fighting planes shot '
34 of 44 British bombing planes
today, Germans declared, In &
glant sky battle off the naval i
of Helgoland. -
German scouting planes also
were sald to have sunk four
British steamers and damaged

three British warghips in &

and machine gun raid on a con-
voy yesterday,

The huge alr battle, sxtending

over 20 miles of sea between the
coast and Helgoland, took place

within 20 miles of the mouth
the river Elbe where the Bri
asserted one of their submarines
sank a 6000-ton German erulser
Thursday, German official sources
denled the British report.
Announcement of naszl SUo=
cesses came as Informed quariters
ssserted the scuttling of the Gere
man pocket battleship Alﬁ
Graf Bpee at Montevideo
mark “the beginning of new
tacks by our fleet agalost
land.”
Admiral Scheer
Ready for More Ralds
Unconfirmed reports sald 3
sister ship of the Graf Bpee, b
Admiral Scheer, was loose in the
south Atiantic and w

tinue ralds against the .

murmnmg
apparently the largest
q

gagoment of the prasemt ! ]
umnmdn::ﬁ-

planes swept in from the il

sea, squadrons of L

pursuit ships, Germany's fastest
fighting planes, rose (o meet
them, Germans sald,

The defense craft wers under
the command of Captalm :
macher, who, Germans sald, .
fllers In destroylng 10 & :
British warplanes December 14,

There was no indieation of how
long the battle lasted, but t-q
Germans sald the wreckage o
many British planes was belag
washed up on shore,

Omly Two Nazi Planes
Reported Lost

Two British plane crows were
reported eaptured,

Only two German planes were
reported .Iut. Their ‘en",'l were
sald to have escape -rnr-
chulte. A

News of the alr battls )
followed upon the DNB, s '
German news aAgendy, ADDOUNCS-
ment of the rald on the British
convoy.

German planes were

rety :
from a scouting trip 'hﬁ.
sighted the convoy and 1

by Y

1

with bomlm and machine

Damage to the
proven, DNB declared,
heavy lists and by flames —
smoke from their decks !
crews were sald to have taken
lifeboats,
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