- Sport Sparks

By RON GEMMELL

L al -

Had my local contemporary in the sports writing field
(a field which would produce more kernels to the paragraph
were there more cultivating and less harvesting) been con-
sistent in his observations of local softball all-stardom I
would not feel obligated to write this. But
because of his Incomsistency I am forced
to rise in defense of all-star teams in
general and in particular of the annual
official all-star wsoftball teams that I
last year caused to be an actuality for
the first time since the Salem Softball
association has been active,

Since I began the practice of cheosing
an ‘“official” all-star from the summer
softball league at its conclusion, it would
seem inconsistent on my part if 1 did not
give answer to criticiam of it, especially
when the critic’s end is lost amid the im-
consistencies of his means.

These three contradictions appeared
in the last Wednesday afternocon edition of the local evening, dally,
under the bylines of Mr. Fred Zimmerman :

1. He chose a personal all-star team after relegating all all-star
teams to the bottom of the well sometimes known as Necessary
Evila when he wrote: “The silly season, or the time of year when
ali-star selections are in fashion, is here. We have not changed our
mind concerning the value of such nominations, but since there
seems to be a popular demand for a sports writer to point out nine
gofthall players who are superior to their mates, we have acted
accordingly.” - s .

. 2, He chose Squee Kitchen at SECOND base on his personal
all-star "team after sfating: “Regardless of how many games he
participated in, In our estimation, Squee Kitchen is the best FIRST
baseman in the community.” -~ -

3. He chose Ike Eisiminger at FIRST base on his second team
persontl sll-star although stating in the accompanying story: “Since
it is almost imposasible to keep Eisiminger off the list, we have as-
signed him to an OUTFIELD berth.”

“Official” All-Stars Have News Value

ause 1 belleved, and continue to believe, that all-star teams
have & very definite news wvalue to fans and players alike (and
whether they agree with “official”’ selections or not makes them
only the more interesting and newsworthy) 1 last year asked league
ampires and Official Scorer R. D. Blatchford to choose an all-star
team.

1 did not vote on that official nine, despite the fact I had seen
and scored nearly every league game and believed myself as com-
petent to name it as anyone. I refrained from voting as I felt it
would be doing an inconsideration to Mr. Zimmerman, whom I knew
had witnessed comparatively few of the games and was not therefore
in my opinion -entitied to a vote.

This year I again asked the officials to choose the all-star teams,
siating at the time and for the same reasons that I did mot care
to vote. Scorer Blatchford, however, informed me Mr. Zimmerman
had expressed a desire to cast a ballot, and asked me to vote also.

I personally solicited ballots from the umpires and handed them
to Blatchford, along with my own. To expedite the process, (frankly
so that I might publish the results), I assisted Blatchford in com-
piling the votes. The official team, on which Zimmerman, Blatch-
ford, Lloyd Girod, Johnny Oravec and myself voted, was published
2n toto on this page last Wednesday morning.

When voting upon that all-star, we faced the problem of what
consideration to give such ountstanding playvers as Squee Kitchen,
who had not played a majority of the league games. We decided, (and
Mr. Zimmerman's opinion was solicited by Scorer Blatchford), that
it would be doimg an injustice to those players who had performed
in a majority ol the games to even consider players who had been
seen in action less than half of the league games.

Averages Are of 909 Importance

Not for an instant do FuJntend to criticize anyone for picking
all-star teams, and least of all my worthy contemporary. I think
choosing such on the merits of the respective players is not only of
vital interest to fans and players alike, but is good, clean fun.

However, when & man in &8 measure repudiates an all-star he
helped create by choosing another after putting the whammie on all
all-stars, it involves so many contradictions and inconsiderations as
to leave me aghast.

In making his all-star selection (a selection he had ever right
to make) Mr. Zimmerman said he made it after “consulting several
authorities” and that in mno instance had he taken the records ex-
clusively as a basis for his findings.

~— Whether he intended to imply that the official all-star team was
chosen strictly' from the record book or not is something I can't
answer, but 1 do feel the tmplication to be there. If so, it is untrue
—for neither Girod or Oravec availed himself of Blatchiord's care-
fully compiled records before making his selection.

How much Mr. Blatchford studied his own statistics I have no
way of knowing. That 1 studied them thoroughly I'll confess, but I
believe 1 have played and witnessed enough baseball to kmow there
are a few more physical and mental abilities to consider tham the
batting and fielding averages, although these assuredly are at least
#0 per cent importance, I consuited no other “authorities,” however,
not even the so-called pioneer atop the sztate house.

Difference in “All-Star”’ and “Best” Teams

A voter must confine his choices to what each individual did ia
that league or tournament when choosing mythical all-star teams
from a league or tournament, and not what ke thinks each is capable
ot accomplishing. Therefore the cold, statistical averages are ex-
tremely difficult to stare down when making such selections.

While ground coverage, throwing ability. base-running ability,
#te., are prime considerstions in the big leagues, it is those coild,
factual batting and fielding percentage marks that get the big com-
sideration when prospective talent is given the once-over-twice,

Were I choosing a team from the local softball league with the
idea in mind of fielding the very best club possible, it would probably
be quite a different lineup than the all-star selection 1 handed “Doc”
Bilatchford. Why? Because the all-star team I chose was made up of
those players whom I believed out-played their competitors at the
respective positions for the season.

As an example, had I chosen the team | would like to have play-
ing for me, 1 counldn’t have overlooked Bob Dunn of the Papermakers
for the shortstop slot. Bob plays that shortpatch better than anyone
sige in the circuit, despite what the averages show. He handles balls
no other shortstep in the loop would get a hand upon, chiefly because
he knows the probable spot to which every hitter is likely to hit
providing he kmows where the pitcher is going to pitch. But to place
Dunn on the eofficial all-star when he hit little hetter than .150 for
the season was impossible. -

The same goes for Pete McCaffery, whe didn’t rate consideration
for even the second team on my ballot. Pete, in my opinion, is mech-
anicaily the best receiver in the loop. But the fact remains he didn’t
hit his bat all season, and that despite his mechanical abllities his
ticlding average was no better than that of either Lou Singer or Hal
Pangle, sach of whom outhit him by nearly 100 points.

Toe, anyone choosing & “best” team would be committing soft-
sall suleide to leave Squee Kitchen out of the second base siot. De-
spite a shoulder injury that handicaps his throwing, Squee has no
peer at that post. But, I for one did not wish to be & pariy to what
{ considered would be injustice to the other second basemen of the
league by placing Kitehen, who had appeared in but five games,
ahead of some of them who had played the entire 15.

In conclusion let me say that all-itar teams, by their own mythi-
eal status, can hurtmo one. A selector may get verbal hell from this
slayer or that fan for leaving this player or that player off his team,
but 1 have yet to see any player burt by not being mentioned om a
mythical selection. The writer. for one, would by this time have
been “hurted” to death If he became hurt every time he was ever

Dubuque Girl Wins

";-yne Sabin Is Wed
Women’s Western

LOS ;nm:us.‘ 'AI& lm
Mildred Stevens, 20-year-o
disclosed
DETROIT, Aug. 12-(/-By a
smashing 8 and § score, the sec-

ez temmis player,
mm'mﬂmm-
last Feb. 3 to Wayne Sabin of
Portland, Ore., Davis cup team '
prospect.

Too Late to Classify
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Is. today won the closed west-

1600 Fans See
P-B’s Victors
Patty Carson, Dot Moore

Club Homers as Crux
of 13-Hit Fire

Clubbing 13 hits that included
home rums by Patty Carson and
Dorothy Moore, Salem's Pade-Bar-
ricks scuitled Branch’s Tommies
of Stockton, California, by a 18 to
4 score on Sweetland last night,
to prove for the second time this
week a definite softball superior-
ity over the Californians. The
game was viewed by 1600 fans,

The P-Bs Wednesday night took
the Tommies by an 8-1 count.

Pitcher Rae Yocom and Third
Basemistress Barbara Kurtz put
enough punch together in r.ka first
and second innings to win the ball
game, driving home five runs be-
tween them in those two heats,
But, just to make things splendid-
ly secure, the P-Bs put five blows
and one error together in the third
to tally .three and splurged with
five more hits, that included Car-
son's cireuit clout with nome om
and Moore's round-trip mace with
one ahead, to flash five more
across in the fifth.

Yocom Hard to Hit

As in their Wednesday meet-
ing, the Tommies could collect
nothing but singles off Rae Yo-
com, and the nine they got of
those were well spaced. Singles by
Curran, Ramorini and Garrow, in-
terspersed by a fielder's choice
and an error, gave them two tal-
lies in the second, they scored
once in the third on hits by Mac-
George, Widney and Currans, and
once in the fifth on the only walk
of the ball game plus bingles by
Mazzera and Widney after two
wWere away.

Rae Yocom not only whiffed
five to win her ball game, but kept
pace with Kurtz in hiting safely
each of three appearances at tse
plate. Her pitching opponent, Erva
Nason, sald to be the Tommies’
top losser, showed a world of
speed and a nice change. but the
local lassies swung into her offer-
ings with zest. *

Catcher Is Good

The greatest display ol femin-
ine catching ability ever seen at
Sweetland was put on by Mae-
George, the Tommie receiver. The
lithe little lady hauled down foul
tips that would have defied lots
of male wearers of the bird cage.

Next on the Pade-Barrick list
before the state tourney is a two-
out-of-three series with Lind-Pom-
eroy of Portland for the Portland
City league title, beginning here
Tuesdsy night.

Branch’'s Tommies .. 4 ] 4
Pade-Barricks .....10 13 2

Erva Nason and MacGeorge;

Rae Yocom and Moe, Weich,

Gruman Is Named
Official Arbiter

Portland Man to Handle
all Bouts at Armory
for Comish

Turper reigns a heavy favorite
over the comparitively unknown
Marshfield boy here, The dusky
dynamiter won his way back in-
to the esteem of local fight fil-
berts whem he iast month lifted
the title from Buddy Peterson

pendence in the six-round spe-
cial, while two {four-rounders
complete the card. They feature
Johnny Woods of Amity against
Jack Curley of Portland and Jim-
my Davis of Vancouver against
Lefty Reynolds of Salem.

Riggs Gains Final
For Grass Courts

the final round of the men's east- |
ern grass court championships to-
day by defeating Ladislav Hecht
of Cszechoslovakia, 7-5, 10-8, ¢-4.
Hecht was an opponent worthy
of any champion, but Riggs
just a Hitle superior in
partment of e
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Salem Gals Beat Stocktons 10-4
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Woodburn Wins in Leg

i
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Woodburn Man Shapes Slugger Shilallahs

Here is Edgar

Dodge, of Woodbarn,

A

shown with some

of the 2000 baseball bats he has manufactured

from native Oregon timber this summer. His is an infant indastry, which he believes will have a ra-

pid growth.

Schoens Blast
Dairymen 20-0

Major League Club Makes
Short Work of Miner

Representative

There's a bit of difference be-
tween Salem’s major and m.nor
softball league, It was vividly
shown on Sweetland last night as
Schoens of the majors slapped a
20 to 0 defeat on Hazel Dell of
the minors to thus earn undis-
puted right to play Square Deal
for Salem's number two state
tournament berth.

The Bakexs combed Leon Mor-
avitz for 15 runs on 15 hits ia
six innings and then drove five
more across on five hits off Wil-
kinson in the seventh. Fifteen ol
the total of 20 were earned.

Leading lacer was Mel Pillette,
with a double and three singles
in six trips, but all the Baker
boys bounced the ball im bizarre
fashion, while Kenny Larsoa let
the Dairymen down with three
blows.

The two-out-of-three play-off
between Schoens and Square Deal
will begin Monday night, with
Waits playing Rotary Bread 1a
the preliminary. -

Haszel Dell.................. .0 3 ¢
Schoens ... ... 20 20 o

Moravitz, Wilkinson and D.
Gallagher; K. Larson and B. Lar-
son.

Red Sox Buy Hurler

BOSTON, Aug. 12—(#)-The Bos-
ton Red BSox anmounced tomight
the purchase of Pitcher Wilburn
R. Butland, 21-year-old right-
hander, from the Minenapolis elub
of the American association.
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SILVERTON—To the average
baseball fan the bat that starts
the ball rolling for a home rum is
just a piece of wood. To Edgar

Dodge of Woodburn it is at least
two years’ work, and Mr. Dodge
should know because he has put
out over 2000 bats this summer,
and §s preparing many mars for
'the autumn season—as, strangely
enough, most bats are sold in
September and October for next
summer's use.

Mr. Dodge, who is the father of
Ray Dodge, former Oregon State
college athlete, began his “batty”
experimenis five years ago.

“¥For thee years I testad out lo-
cal woods. ash, dogwood, Yyew,
maple and alder,” he tells. I
tried various methods of season-
ing. W. L. MeGinnis of Silverton,
veteran Ia both lamber and base-
ball worlds, was no end of help
to me.

““At the ead of three years I
found a formula that proved quite
satisfactory. Two years ago 1 be-
gan working on the thousands of
bats I put on the market this year.
Those I made last year will go
on the market mext year. Those I
am making now,”” and he pointed
at bats plied, stacked and stand-
ing all about him in his little shop,
“will go out in 1941, Sounds fun-
ny, but that's the bat business.”

Mr. Dodge told of the work
from the growing tree to the fin-
ished, smoothly rouaded product.
He goes into the woods and se-
lects the trees he wants to use.
Then a boring test is made to see
if the wood is good or if it is too
brittle. Only the white part of the
wood is good. The tree is then cut

down and sawed into 40-inch
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By Jack Sords

Bats Are Just Bats to Most People,
Dodge of Woodburn the
Ash Shillalah Is a two Year’s Task

lengths. The ends are treated at

once with a special preparation to
prevant checking. Mr. Dodge ex-
plained that it seemed dificult for
people to understand that a tree
which had beea cut a long time
before it is treated is no good.

Aflter treating the 40-inch
lengths are sawed into three-inch
squares. Again the wood is treat-
ed with a special process to pre-
vent case hardening. Two years go
by in curing and tempering.

Then the wood is ready for turm-
ing on the automatic lathe. Sand-
ing and branding come mnext.
Another 24-hour process of oil
treatment is used and the bat goes
to the buffer. Lengths are stamp-
ed on the handle, the neck iIs cut
out and the ends treated to hold
moisture content.

To the novice all bats may look
alike. But there seem to be as
many bat models as there are mo-
dels in a beauty contest. Mr.
Dodge says he has made a hundred
different kinds himself. Some have
slender necks, some heavier, some
are long, some short. There are
other differences, too. Players of-
ten carefully select their own bats
and have their names stamped on
the handles. .

The brand on the bat should be
turned upwards during battery,
says Mr. Dodge. It won't break
easily that way, he explains. He
also says that many batters won't
give the bat a fair chance: they
hold it wrong.

“And one thing more,” he grins,
“fans doa't give the bats their due
either. They give all the credit to
the player.”

Bridge Is Winner
In Coast Golfing

ASTORIA, Ore., Aug. 12.-(P)-
Dr. K. K. Bridge, Portland, de-
feated Arne Groth, Portland, %
and 7 today to win the under 32
years division of the Oregon coast
golf tournament.

Jessle Miller, Asteria, beat Lil-
lian Schassen, The Dalles, § and
4 to take the woman’s title, and
Leom Hanset, Portiand, hbaited
Russell Fields, Portland, 8 and 2
for the over 32 erown.

League
Baseball

League
(Before Night Games)
W L Pct

ion Play

Montana Team
Is Final Foe

Oregon Champs Hammer

Washington Club for
14 t0 5 Win

POCATELLA, ldabho, Aug. 12.
~{Py-Woodbura, Oregoa's jumior
American Legion baseball cham-
pion, pounded its way imnto the
finals of the four-state regiomal
tournament here today by elimin-
sting the Sumnyside, Wash., club,
14 to 5, in the first game of the
Sunnyside took the lead with
two runs im the first inning, a

| walk and a wild piteh placing two

men im position to score on a
passed ball and an error.
Woodburn ecaught up in the
third, then went ahead in the
fifth, when Smith tripled and
Hatcher singled to score one run.

From then on the Woodburn
boys had things their own way,
scoring three in the sixth, one in
the seventh, four im the eighth
and three in the ninth.

Hanauska and Grossmiller;
Rompel, Hagerman, Rompel,
Church and Ledgerwood,

POCATELLQO, Idaho, Aug. 12,
~{/)—Miles City, Montana's cham-
pion American Legion junior base-
ball team today won the right
to oppose Woodbhurn, Ore., for the
northwest title by downing Lewis-
ton, Idaho, 4 to 3, In the second
game of the regional semi-finals.

Miles City and Woodbnrn will
meet for the regional champion-
ship at 4 p. m. Sunday.
lewiston ... ... .3 L] 1
Miles City ... ... .. 4 7 k|

Luppinaci and Brice; Tarpo and
Corbett.

ABERDEEN, 8. D, Aug. 12—~
(#)—Grand Forks, N. D., and
Omaha, Neb., advanced to the
finals of the region four, Ameri-
can Legion junior baseball play-
offs here today.

Howard Falkanger, young
Grand Forks lefthander, achieved
a no-hit performance in his team’'s
8-0 victory over Cheyenne, Wyom-
ing champion.

Omaha conquéred Aberdeen in
the secomd contest, 8 to 4, on the
strength of some lusty clouting.

Sarazen in Finals
With Denny Shute

Veteran Has Tough Score
but Still Tops Field in
Dapper Dan

PITTSBURGH, Aug. 12-(P)-
Stocky little Gene Sarazem batter-
ed his way today into the final
18-hole round of the $10,000 72-
hole Dapper Dan open golf tourna-
ment with a thee-day total of
210, one stroke ahead of Denny
Shute, Huntiagton, W. Va.

The 37-year-oid veteram labor-
ed around the Wildwood Comntry
Club course under a broiling sun
in a three over par 73, seven
strokes above his course rTecord-
breaking 66 of yesterday.

Shute, the day's best bet to
catch Sarazen started out nicely
and finished even par for the first
nine but ram into trouble and took
a 72 for a 54-hole total of 211.

Wind Is bad

A high cross wind baffled a
field of the nation's best golfers
and scores skyrocketed from the
sub-par rounds of yesterday.
Ralph Guldahl, Madison, NJ.. and
Vie Gheszi. Deal, NJ., turned in
the day's best cards of 69 while
Eddie Oliver, Mornell, NJ., equal-
led par with a 70.

Guldahl’s €9 pushed him into
third place with 212, ahead of
Johnny Bulla, Chicago, who turn-
ed Im a 73 for 215. At 218 were
Byron Nelson, national open
champion of Reading, Pa.. who
went around with Sarazem im 73,
Harold “Jug” McSpaden, youthful
looking pro from Winchester,
Mass., Ghezzi and Oliver,

Tomorrow the contestants wili
shoot for the $2,500 first prize
money, winding up the four day
medal play tournament in which
18 holes was played each day.

Rainiers Solve
Portland Jinx

Leaders Finally Manage
to Win 5-3 From Second
Division Club

SEATTLE, Aug. 12(#)-The
Portland puzzle was finally solved

by the Eeaitle Ralniers In the
eighth inning tonight, and the Pa-
cific Coast Baseball league lead-
ers won 5 to 3 from the sec-
ond division team that has jinxed
them most of the week.

Starting strong, Seattle scored
in the first inning, only to have
Portland {pull even in the third
and go two runs azhead ia the
first half of the fourth on a dou-
ble by Sweeney, singles by Fred-
erick and Hawkins, a walk and
an infield roller.

Seattle picked up one rum in
its- half of the imning, tied the
score im the seventh and im the
eighth scored the two winning
runs. Campbeli’s walk and singles
by Lawrence, Gyselman and Cos-
carart brought in the scores.

Seattle had won only one of the
previous four games with Port-
land this week.

Portland ... .. . ... .3 ] 0
BRI v 5 12 1

Hilcher and Fernandes. Turpin

and Campbell.

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 1:—{®)-
Taking a 3-0 lead in the second
inning, San Francisco staved off
a ninth inning Hollywood rally to-
night to win 6 to 5 and make it
three straight over the Siars,

Dominie DiMaggio hit & home
run with one on base to make_ the
Seals' lead 5-1 Im the fourth in-

ning.
San Francisco ... 8 7 4
Hollywood . ... ... 5 10 2

Powell, Ballou (%) and Wood-
all. Fleming and Brenzel.

SACRAMENTO, Aug. 12-(P-
Tony Freitas, Solon southpaw,
broke a pitching record that has
stood in the Pacific Coast league
since 1905 here tonight when he
ran his string of consecutive score-
less innings to 38, two over the
record. The record was established
by Jimmy Whalen of the San
Francisco Seals, hurling 36 in-
nings without allowing a run.

Freitas, however, was knocked
out of the box in the seventh
inning by a San Diego batting al-
tack that yielded a 7 to 1 Padre

victory.
San Diego ...................T 18 |
Sacramento ... 1 i 1

Hebert and Starr. Freitas, Her-
mann (7) and Grilk,

OAKLAND, Calif., Aug. 12-(P

—A big seventh inning, In which
4 runs were scored.gp 2 hits, gave
Los Angeles a §-2 vittory over the
Oakiand baseball team here today.
The, Oaks still lead the series, 3
to 2.
Los Angeles ... 8§ ] 3
Oakland ... ......_.......32 & 4
Stein, Berry (7) and R. Collins.
Cantwell, Darrow (7), Fallon (%)
and Raimondi.

‘Unknown’ Badman
Will Wrestle Here

Masked Mystery Museleer
to Meet Kitzmiller

on Tuesday Card

He'll stalk into the ring with-
out a mask but no one will know
him; he’ll drop in from nowhere
and will be recognized by no one;
he’ll be the muscle man of mys-
tery.

For it's the Unknown who next
Tuesday night headlines the rass-
lin card at Salem’s armory. All
that is known of him is that he
is 2 man, that he is a rassier and
that he will have come to Salem
to rassle,

The Unknown will meove ia
agalnst George Kitzmiller, who
has demanded that Promofer
Herb Owen get him a grappler
who will be some competition.
Kitzmiller, after winuning last
week's six-mam battle royal,
said: “There's no glory In that
kind of victory; these mugs are
mo competition.”

If the Unknown is as mysteri-
ous with his ring actions as he is
with his name, perhaps glant
George will have an adeguate ad-
versary—or, perhaps more tham
for which he bargained.

ring.
Supporting bouts include a 45-
minute melee between Ernie Pi-
luso and Bob Cummings, the lat-
ter the newcomer from Montana,
and a J0-minute opener between
Ernle Roberts and Hugh Adams.

Beallle ....... ---18 55 .586
Los Angeles ......76 &0 .56
San Fraaecisco ....88 62 .523
Sacramedto ......67 63 .519
Porfland .........58 69 457
m M .I..IUI-‘. 7’ _.“‘
seesmans-Bl T4 452
oliywood .......680 73 . 451
Ameriean League

W L Pet

’.' r.l't .....-.173 ” .‘.2
m O'l..'...a“ ’1 .“'
Cleveland ..coeee-54 47 .536
Chicag® .......-.-56 &9 533
’!“ b.a.o....c“ “ -‘“
Washington ......47 69 .443
Philadelphia ......36 €% .343
St. Louis .........30 T2 234

Kational

W L Pet

Cincianalf ........56 36 .647
‘LM 0.--.-.;-" " -“.
cm oa-o-ncoo_"l " .‘"
New York ...c.u...B1l 580 505
‘l.ﬂkbl .--.oo.-‘l “ -‘“
l!m'l'. ot..o!." .’ 4‘”
m ..-.-.-.-." “ .".
Philadeiphia ......50 68 306

Students 2Be >
Tickets: CHIY Parker's and Lytie's - Auspices American Legion




