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Welcome, Legionnaires
“Fo d country, we associate ourselves together for
" the M!;e:l;.:‘-‘pu‘:pom: '1"? uphold and defend the Constitution
of the Upited States of America; to maintain-law and orderi to
foster and perpetuate a one hundred per cent Americanism; to
' preserve the memories and incidents of ear association in the
great war; to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the
. community, state and nation; to combat the autetracy of both

> d-the masses; to make right the master of might;

? mm ehm - and good will on earth; to saféguard and trans-
“mit to posterity thie principles of justice, freedom and democra-
cy; to consecrate and sdnctify our comradeship by our devotion
to mutusl helpfulness.””—Preamble to the American Legion con-

mt‘;'h“:n.WOﬂd war started 25 years ago this month. That is
2 quarter of a century—a long time for recollection to remain
vivid. Most-Americans have rather a hazy recollection of the
war's beginning, because it seemed at the time remote. Less
than three years later it was brought nearer home. Of its
concluding vear, our memory is clearer—but to no others are
its events so sharply etched as to members of the organiza-
tion to which Salem becomes host today. ) .
There is significance in the flight of years since the
World war., For now there is peril of another great war, more
_devastating than the last. Many writers have agreed that.thls
new war would already be under way—except that the “orlct!
recalls the nightmare of the last one. Yet with the passage o
time, a new generation has arisen which knows not the hor-
of war. .
m“Men do,not willingly die unless they are fanatics,
writes Frank Gervasi, correspondent Just.returned from Eu-
. rope. “So they must be keyed up to the point of fanaticism in
the conviction that there is a cause worth dying for. The task
of establishing such a cause and arousing mob enthuiasm is
the work of*skilled propaganda experts. This process is .called
: ‘emotional conditioniag’ and it has already been begun in the
r United States. . . . No harder task faces Americans than that
' of silencing the warmongers, the bellicose intellectual patri-
- ots, who are the conscious or unconscious allies of foreign
* pmselytizergs." ;
asi ma i
. eriugelr‘:gion ar{: not conscious of having been fanatics about
the job they undertook 22 years aco. Sergeant York, the war
hero, says he didn’t know what he was flghtl'n;z for, and
doesn’t know yet. Somebody showed the boys of "17 a job and
they went and did it. “A fellow knows he's going ttz.see a hard
row of stumps, but if the rest can stand it, I can, remarked
one rather mature soldier boy. The younger ones marched
away in a spirit of high adventure. Few analyzed the problem
of necessity or futility of war—until they had gone too far to
Mk';‘llgt analysis came later. The chances are that every
participant in the war made it at some time. When the Am-
erican Legion held its Oregon convention in Salem ten years
ago there was no immediate threat of war, yet Albert Rich-
ard Wetjen, noted writer then a Salem resident ?vho hgd
«  fought in the British army, wrote for The Statesman'’s special
uii':‘OI:!'.H the voung of every nation could be impressed with the
truth about War; could be shown the shattered bodies left after
the charge; could hear the endless crying of a human thing hung
on the wire; could watch the twisting agonies that come after
+“% Essy could she young of every nation learn of these things before
: < « marching away in the glitter of an oid-age illusion, it is safe to
prediet there would be no Wars. Every Legionnaire knows this.
And it seems to me there is no finer task for the Legion to nn-
dertake than to insist upon this. War is terrible!™
The American Legion has sometimes been accused of

"militarism—principally because its experiences have led it to

—

tion of the pacifist doctrine which disparages the heroism and
‘sacrifices of soldiers of the past. It is safe to say, on the con-
“trary, that the American Legion is in its own cha-ract_enstgc
‘1way, the strongest single force against war that exists in this
country today—strong because it knows, on this subject
whereof it speaks. gt "

We aren’t no thin red "eroes and we aren't no blaggards too,
But single men in barricks, most remarkable like you;
And if sometimes our conduck isn't all vour fancy paints,
Why, single men in barricks don’t grow into plaster saints.”
—Rudyard Kipling In “Tommy Atkins.”

Toss a large number of young fellows, all strangers, into

.& situation of close association and they're bound to make

‘s _ strenuous effort to impress one another. The impression they

strive for may be their own version of manliness, and as like-

ly as not that version will be devilishness. It may or may not

be founded upon natural inclination, but once established, the

impression has to be maintained. So the impression of dev-

ilishness that boys in their early twenties built up as army

recruits, has been preserved in their capacity as American

st members, especially in moments of relaxation. In an-

] n of the Legion conventfon here a decade ago, Salem

did a bit of trembling at the knees, fearing what might hap-
pen to some of its sacred institutions and its morals.

Somehow these things managed to survive; the conven-

tion didn’t seem, in retrospect, to have been so terrible, except

2 perhans to the ultra-pure.
i  The devilish boys of '17 were then in their thirties. Now
: they're in the forties; a little gray, a trifle stout, some of
them, but still full of pep, still thriving to maintain that ear
impression—es when out of town and relieved of
e necessity for setting their teen-age sons and daughters a
example. Sometimes we suspect their heart isn’t in it
more, if it ever was. But they’ll still go through the mo-
“The convention will be lively, the boys will have a good
ime but they won’t tear the town apart. If there is any hood-
_ it will be the work of younger outsiders taking advan-

tage of the oceasion.

- No longer fearful, Salem greets the Legionnaires today
-and sincerely hoves their visit here will be pleasant and that
> impre: -of the state capital they carry home with them
‘be favorable. Citizens as well as the host Legion posts
joined in elaborate preparations to entertain the visit-
veterans. One i requisite is & warm greeting.
is doing its part; the citizens may be trusted to
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hw éorrespondenf, obviously a Townsend
b member, asserts that the apearance of an item about a
ownsend club on The Statesman’s front page, where-

goes on inside pages, is proof of this
r's unfriendliness to “the plan.” "We thought The

dlubs, belief that the movement has been
‘the needs of the elderly citizens before

ief that “the plan™ has some features which are
e present social security Dmmwdm

mst any movement or issue. The selection
is of timeliness and our judgment of news

be stretching a voint. Members of the Am-|

~insist upon preparedness and because it has resented that por--

. ‘ attitude Bad been made clear long ago; friendli. |

l]:quiry concor'nlnt the .84-”

massacre of a Fresno,

Cal., man’'s grandfather and

uncles by Indians Feb. 22, '58:
.. . 5 o9

(Continuing from yesterday:)
Resuming the Bancroft account:
*The persons hilled in the first
attack were Benjamin Wright,
John Poland, John Idles, Henry
Lawrence, Patrick MeCullough,
George MeClusky, Barney Castle,
Guy C. Holcomb, Joseph' Wilkin-
son, Joseph Wagner, E. W, Howe,
J. H. Braun, Martin Reed, George
Reed, Lorenzo Warner, Samuel
Hendriek, Nelson Seaman, W. R.
Tulles, Joseph Seroc and two
sons, John Geisell and four chil-
dren; Mrs. Geisell and three
daughters being taken prisoners;
and, s quently to the first at-
tack, Henry Bullen, L. W. Oliver,
Daniel Richardson, George Trick-
ey and 'Adolf Schmoldt—in ail
31.

“Warner was from Livonia, N.
Y., Seaman from Cedarville, N, Y.
The drowned were H. C. Gerow,
a merchant of Port Orford, and
formerly of N. Y., John O'Brien,
miner; Sylvester L on g, farmer,
Willlam Thompson and Richard
Gay, boatmen; and Felix McCue.

T % %

“Those who took refuge in the
fort were kept besieged 31 days,
when they were rescued by the
two companies under Colonel Bu-
chanan sent by General Wool. . . .
A few days after the arrival of
the troops a scheoner from Port
Orford effected a landing, and
the women and children at the
fort were sent to that place, while
Buchanan commenced pperations
against the Indians.”

S0 ends th® Baneroft account.
(Comment further along.) The
account of Frances Fuller Vietor
in her “Indian Wars of Oregomn,”
page 379, follows:

-

““So quiet had been the coast
tribes for some time that suspi-
cion of their intentions was al-
most forgotten; and on the night
of the 22nd of February (1856)
an anniversary ball was given at
Gold Beach, or Whaleshead, near
the mouth of the river (Rogue
river), which was attended by
Captain Poland and the majority
of his men, a few being left to
guard camp.

“Early in the morning of the
23d, before the dancers had re-
turned to cgmp, the guard was
attacked with such suddenness
and fury by a large number of
Indians that but two out of 10
were able to escape. One of
these, Charles Foster, being con-
cealed in the woods near the
scene of the massacre, was wit-
ness of much of the terrible
slaughter and mutilation, and
able to identify those concerned
in it. who were seen to be such
as lived about the settlements,
and were. professedly friendly,

= % 5

“Ben Wright (Indian agent)
was then at the house of J. Mec-
Guire, about four miles from the
coast, and between the .-volunteer
camp and Whaleshead.” Early in
the day, and while Captain Pol-
and was with him, Wright re-
ceived a visit from some Indians
of the Mackanotins tribe, who had
a village on the south side of the
river opposite McGuire's, who
came ostensibly to inform him
that Enos, a notorious half-
breed, who had been with the hos-
tile Rogue Rivers all winter, was
in their eamp, and they wished
to have him arrested.

“Without a sus picion of
treachery, Wright and Poland
repaired to the Indian village,
where they were immediately
seized and killed, with the most
revolting bloodthirstiness, being
mutilated beyond recognition.
Wright's heart, as subsequently
learned from the Indians them-
selves, was cut out, cooked and.
eaten, in admiration of his cour-
age, which they hoped by this act
of cannibalism to make them-
selves able to emulate,

= % %

“Every house on the river be-
low the big bend, 60 in all, was
burned that day, and 26 persons
killed. The persons who suffered
were Bem Wright, Captain Pol-
and, Lieutenant B. Castle, P.
McClusky, C. H. Holcomb,
Lawrence, Joseph Wagoner, Jo-
seph Wilkinson, Patrick MecCul-
lough, E. W. Howe, J. H. Braun,
Martin Reed, George Reed, Lo-
renzo Warner, Samuel Hendrick,
Nelson Seaman, W. R. Tulles
John *Idles, Joseph Leroec and
two sons, John Geisell and four
children, while Mrs. Geisell and
two daughters were taken iato
captivity. Subsequently to the
tirst attack, Henry Bullen, L. W.
Oliver, Daniel Richardson, John
Trickey and Adolf Smoldt were
killed, making 31 victims of this
massacre. Seven different points
on the south side of the river
were altacked within 12 hours,
showing how well concerted was
the ontbreak.

“When the alarm was given at
Gold Beach, some of the officérs
of Captain Poland’'s company were
still there, and Relf Bledsoe,
first lieutenant, was at once
chosen to command. He concen-
trated the men, women and ehil-
dren to the number of 130 at the
unfinished fortification known as

12
‘Minpers’ Fort,” which they hasten-

ed to complete and to stock with
provisions at hand, and otherwise
to prepare to stand a siege—for
slege it was likely to be, with no
force in that part of the country,
eithgr regular or volunmteer, suf-
liclently strong to deliver them.
%

%

“Charles Foster by using great
caution reached Port Orf
carrying the news of the out-
break. But Major Reynolds, in
command of the pest, dared not
divide his handful of men, nor
would the citizens of Port Orford,
only about 50 in number st this
time, comsent to the withdrawal
of this foree. . . . Arms were
Bcarce at fort,

Rechard W. Leche (left) former goyernor of Loulsiana ‘and Seymour Weiss are shown as
at the federal bullding in New Orleans to post bong following
acy to violate the Connally Hot Oil act, and with comspiracy to

their indictment on charges of conspir-
defraud the United States,
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Radio Programs

ESLM WEDNESDAY—1360 Kc.
6:.0—Custer Allen,
6:45—Milkman's Serenade,
7:30—News,

7 :45—Mountaineers.

B:00—Morning Meditations.

8:15—Haven of Rest.

B:45—News,

9.00—Pastor's Call.

9:15—Everett Hoaglund Orchestra.

9:30—SBurprise Your Husband,

9:36—Will Hartzel & Cang.

:00—Freddy Nagel Orchestra,

15—News.

:30—Morning Magazine.

;45—Women in the News,

:50—Hollywood Kibitzer,

:00—Len Solue, organist.

:15—John Agnew, organist.

:30—Piano Quiz,

:453—Nalue Parade.

:15—News

:30—Hilllly Berenade.

:36—Noveltunes,

:45—Mausical Salute,

1:00—Len Salvo.

1:15—Interesting Faects,

1:30—Jane Anderson.

1:45—A] Back Orchestra.

2:00—Let's Play Bridge.

2:15—Johnuon Family.

2:30—News.

2:45—Mauhattan Mother,

3:00—Feminine Fancies,

3:30—Chapel Moments.

3:45—Fulton Lewis, Jr.

4:00—Chuck Yoster Orchestra,

4:30—Goldman Band Concert,

5:00—=S8eger Ellis Orchestra.

5:15—8hafter Parker.

5:30—Rhapsody in Wax.

6:00—Raymond Gram Swing.

6:15—Hilo Serenaders,

6:30—Work Wanted.

6:45—Tonight's Headlines.

T:00—Westernaires,

T:15—News Behind the News.

7:30—The Lone Ranger.

B:00—XNews.

8:15—Swinging Strings-Softball Beore.

8:30—Paul Pendarvis Orchestra-Soft-
ball scores.

9:00—Newspaper of the Air,

9:15—Swingitime-Softball Scores,

:00—Don Francisco Orchestra.

:15—Rhythm Rascals-Boftball Scores.

:30—Johnny Cascella Orchestra,

:00—Tomorrow's News Tonight,

:15—Beany Goodman Orchestra,

:30—Masey Marceling Orchestra,

:is-—llidni:hl. S!:in‘. Session,

EGW—WEDNESDAY—620 Ke,
:00—Viennese Ensemble.
:15—Trail Blazers.

:45—News.

:00—0Orchestra.

:15—The O'Neills.

:30—8tars of Today. ,
:59.40—Arlington Time Bignal,

00—S8inger.

:15—l.et's Talk It Over.
B0—Meet Misg Julia,
:45—Dr. Kate.

:00—Hetty and Bob.
:15—Grimm’'s Daughter.
:30—Valiant Lady,
:54—Hetty Crocker. .
: ¥ of Mary Marlia.
:15—Mas Perkins.
:80—Pepper Young's Family.
:45—~The Cuiding Light,
:90—Backstage Wile.
:15—Stella Dallas.
:30—Vic and Bade.
12:45—Midstream.
1:00—Painist.

1:15—Tio.

1:80—Hollwuod News.

2:00—Art in the News.

2:15—1 Love a Mystery. .
2:30—Woman's Magasine of the Air, .
3:00=FEasy Ace

8:15—Tracer of

$:30—News.

3:45—Orchestra

4:30—Hobby Leobhy.

5:15—S8tars of Today.
5.00—0Orchestra.

5:80—Cocktail Hour.

$:45—8tars of Today.

6:00—Kay Kyzer's ..
T:00—0Orechestra.
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st Persons,

7:30—Orchestra. -
8:00—What's My Name. 6
8:30—0George Jessel's Celebrities.
9 :00—Concert Orchestra.
10:00—XNews Flashes,
10:15—Blue Moonlight.
IO:SO—Onhﬂtn; .

EOAC—-WEDNESDAY—5560 Ks.
9:00—Today's Propn-l.
9:03—Homemakers' Hous.,
10:00—Weather Forecast.
10:830—Monitor Views the News,
11:00—Variety.
11-30—Music »f the Masters.
12.00—News, :
12:15—Farm Hour.
6:00—Dinner Comcert.
6:15~—News.
6.30—Farm Hour, T2
8:15—Musie of Crechoslovakia.
8:3 Your Health,
B.45—Muszie nl‘the‘ll..ll&l'rl.

EEX  WEDNESDAY—1180 Kc.
6:30—Musical Clock.

7:00—Family Altar Hour,
7:80—Financial Serviee,

7 :45—Business Parade.
T7:55—Market Quotations.
7:567—Lost and Found Items.
8:00—Dr, Broek.
8:30—Furm and Home.
9:830—Patty Jean.
9:45—8inger.

10:00—Home Institute.
10:15—Roy Shields Revue.
10:30—XNews, .
10 :45—S8inger.
11:00—Fgashion Msicale.
11.45—Between the Bookends.

:00—Curbstone Quis.
:15—PFinantisl and Graia Reporis.
:20—Mu terlude,

... ..gguna,.u“.
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tal.
6 :45—Freshest in Towa.
7:00—Frank W

=

:15—0Organist.

:30—0Orchestra.

:453—Tropical Moods.

10— Sports KReporter.

(15— News,

:30—Baseball.

:15—Lrchestra,

:30—Dog Hace Returas,

:35—0rchestra,

:00—News,

:15—T"ortlamd Police Reports.

:18—Organist.

:45—Bports Final.

- - L]

EOIN—WEDNESDAY—¥40 K¢,

:15—Market Ileport.

:20—KOIN Kloek,

:00—It Happened in Hollywood.

:15—KOIN Kloek,

45—News,

:15—When a Girl Marries.

:30—Romance of Helea Trent,

:45—0oar Gal Sunday,

:00—The Goldbergs

:15—Life Can Be Beautiful

:30—Consumer News.

:45—Yours Sincerely,

:00—Big Sister

:15—Aunt Jenny.

:30—0Organist,

;d5>—Orchestra.

:00—This and That,

:30—8wing Serenade.

:d43—News

:00—Pretty Kitty Kelly.

:15—Myrt and Marge.

:30—Hilltop House.

:45—S8tepmoiher.

:00—8ecattergood Baines.

:15—Dr. Busan.

:30—S8ingin' Bam,

45—When We Were Young.

:0U0—Fletcher Wiley.

:15—Hello Again.

:45—Singer.

:00—Newspaper of the Air.

00—Shadows.,

:15—8inger.

:30—Roadmaster,

145—Waltz Time.

:00—Knickerbocker PlaylLouse,

:30—Philharmonic Bymphony.

:50—Women's Fashions.

‘45—Melodies.

:00-—Amos ‘n' Andy.

:15—Little Show.

:30—0rchestrs.

:00—Honoluln Bound.

:30—ewn, Views sand Bport Reviews.

:45—SBagebrush Bymphony.

:15—0rehestira.

10 :00—Five Star Final,

10:15—Nighteap Yarna.

10:30—0rchestra.

Parole Law Eyed
As to Retroaction

Legal action to determine
whether penitentiary inmates re-
ceived prior to June 14 are sub-
ject to the provisions of the new
state parole law approved by the
1939 legislature, was being con-
sidered by relatives of convicts
here Tuesday.

Under the 1939 law the new
parole board fixes the minimum
sentence of prisoners, The maxi-
mum B8entences arp fixed by the
judges. The law became effective
June 14.

One section of the parols law
provides that its provisions are
retroactive. Another section pro-
vides that the provisions are not
retroactive,

Governor Sprague announced
recently that he intended to com-
mute the sentence of a large
number of penitentiary prisoners
in order that they might receive
the credits Intended by the legls-
lature in passing the new parole
statute,
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Putnam Defends
Teaching Styles

Ideal to Build Individual
. Intelligent, Truthful,
Cooperative

Education and educators of to-
day should not be criticized for
their apparent disagreement as to
methods of accomplishing their
aims because such confusion is
not peculiar to education, Rex!
Putnam, state superintendent of
public instruction, told the Salem
Kiwanis club yesterday.

Educators do have certain def-
inite principles which they believe
should guide their efforts, Put-
pam said. Those In totalitarian
nations seek to perpetuate their
particular state by education from
early childhood of a type that-de-
prives the people of initiative in
thought and action, he declared.
Principles guiding “education for
tomorrow's America,” Putnam's
subject, are distinetly different
from the totalitarian theory, he
explained, because they seek to
develop a community of individual
souls who are intelligent, truth-{
loving, unselfish and cooperative.

Putnam enunciated a set of ed-
ucational principles which he said
were designed to perpetuate and
improve democracy, They call for
striving toward the golden rule,
developing strong bodies and
strong minds, mastering skills and
8 wide fund of knowledge, attain-
ing definite standards and values,
accepting ecivie responsibility and
“holding fast to our ideals of free-
dom.”

Mrs. Alice Tipton
Dies at Las Vegas

Mrs. Alice Tipton, 78, Salem
resident for 15 years, died a few
days ago at the home of her
daughter and son in Las Vegas, N.
M., it was learned here yesterday.

Eight childrem survive, includ-
ing Gladys, principal of the Grant
school, Mrs. Lois Beck, instructor
at Parrish, Stuart of Salem, Frank
and Mrs. Alice Meade of Portland,
Mead of Los Angeles and Dave
and Lou of Las Vegas.

Verdict Is Guilty

President Roosevelt has suf-
fered in congress as complete & de-
feat as it is possible for the
chief executive of & nation to suf-
fer. This fact will be hailed by

- P gOme as an inex-
lorable retribu-
¥ tion for mistak-
en policies; by
others it will be
welcomed as the
beginning of =2
new era and bet-
s ter times; the
&% party politicians

£ of the opposi-
tion, whether

e inside or outside
Dorothy Thompson t h e President's
party, are gleeful; the New Deal-
ers are dolorous, and it is ru-
mored that many of them in
Washington are putting out feel-
ers for new jobs. Sixteen months
sition is in the saddle in Wash-
before a new election, the oppo-
ington, congress will go home
after  having said one of the
loudest and most universal noes

in recent times,
L L ] L ]

The more thoughtful of our
citizens, and especially those who
are pnot immediately engaged in
the political game, will, however
be inclined neither to rejoice nor
to condewn, nor to sit down upon
the ground and tell sad stories
of the death just where this
wholesale gweep of the new deal
by congress, this general emascu-
lation of executive powers, this
large-scale nay-saying leaves us.
We may well ask why it has hap-
pened; and we must certainly in-
quire what has happened. And
it would be well for us to ask
what next.

For congress, although it has
said “‘no” to a great many things,
has said “yes” to nothing new.
It has taken away the initiative
from the president, but developed
only a negative initiative of its
own.

Whether these imposing vetoes
will be bad for the personal lead-
ership of the president with the
country at large will depend upon
how things turn out. If econ-
omic and social conditions and
the general jinternational situa-
tion improve congress will get the
credit, If, however,
deterforate there will certainly be
a renewed clamor for the leader-
ship of the president—or for
other leadership of an even more
radical nature. For the people
are not today—If they ever were
—under the discipline of any
party. They want certaim prob-
lemg solved or, at least, they
want to reach a tolerable modus
vivendi,

It seems to me that the im-
passe reached between congress
and the executive during the sum-
mer gession of congress is due to
two things, for one of which the
president may justly be held re-
sponsible, the other of which is
inherent in our system of gov-
ernment,

When Mr. Roosevelt went into
office in 1932 he went in as the
leader of the nation. That is a
position which, in a country as
volatile ag ours, with as articu-
late a public opinion and as many
organized groups, it Is extremely
difficult to maintain. The presi-
dent, however, had a very good
start; first, because there was an
almost universal demand for
leadership in recognition of an
emergency, and, secondly, because
he had pecullar gifts for lead-
ership.

Greatest among them was an
awareness, not very clear, not
well formulated even in his own
mind, not reduced to even basic
principles, hardly more than a
hunch—but, nevertheless, a
hunch—that existing needs and
trends demanded new techniques
of government action.

Mr. Roosevelt never made the
mistake of believing that the dic-
tatorships were merely the per-
sonal work of ruthless and am-
bitious men. He realized that

In Kufner’s Case

A justice court jury yesterday
returned & verdict holding Ed-
ward Kufner guilty of a charge
of drumkem driving.

Kufner gave notice op appeal
from the court’s imposition of a
30-day jall sentence and $100
fine. Bail undertaking for $250

previously posted was continued
in effect.

Young Mountain Mother

place;
opiniom of the country.
der to maintain his leadership he
would" have had to have certain

s not nutr:u.
L ]

dictators had riddem into power
on the waves of real needs, real
problems, real trends and the In-
competency which democratie
goavernment had shown in deal-
ing with them. The necessities
which fascism and communism
both have recognized and met,
each in its own peculiarly objee-
tionable way were first the need
of organizing a society im which
the productive, economle forces
of capital, management, and la-
bor should have & share of politi-
ca] responsibility— of conscious
responsibility for the welfare of
the community as 2 whole, and
that the automatic operation of
laissez faire economic “law” was
something that could not be de-
pended upon, and that, indeed,
Was never a “law’ at all.

The president also accepted
the thesis that t he need of keep-
ing the people working and fed
is a primary function of govern-
ment, i. e of politics: that it
was the function of government
to protect the physical welfare of
the nation and to create a solidar-
ity against atomizing and destruc-
tive forces within and without it.
The articulation of this aware-

|ness—and not his radio voice—

made him the leader of the na-
tion. He was not listened to be-

cause he sald “My friends” in an
excellent Harvard accent but be-

cause what he said was in the
back of non.peoplu' minds.
[ ] L]

In order to maintain this Jead-

ership the president had to be an
extraqrdinary statesman, persist-
ently
ing to the source which offered

and courageously appeal-
him the leadership in the first

the decent enlightened
In or-

basic principles as guides, a

limited program which could be
at all points justified In reasonm,
and th!orttoutds!mod to appeal
not only to interested groups who
would directly bemefit by reform
but to a wide margin of peopie
who would support him not out

:olt important asset a democrat-

er can have, for it alone

.
- A democratic leader desirous of
action is in a peculiarly

vulnerable position. Dietators can

mistakes by “‘pur-
can liguidate the per-
ments of the results
m Die-
Il their enemies—an

.in

conditions I
|into the hands of any onme, any

enormous advantage, in one way,
for men of action.

But democratic leaders can, at
best, "only make partial purges.
The purged comrades live og and
may, at any moment, become un-
purged and extremely vindictive,
Democralic leaders have to live
with their enemies. Therefors,
they must think not twice but a
dozen times before creating them
unnecessarily.

But the democratic leader must
be equally careful of his friends.
For they can be more embarrass-
ing to him than his enemies. Alj]
political leaders attract to them-
selves the “lice of politics, plan-
ners of sly involution for  their
own preferment.”” to quote Walt
Whitman. And this is particu-
larly true of any leader who sets
out to right existing injustices
without any very clear idea in his
own mind as to how he is going
to do it

There is a story of a sultan's
slave who was bound to a tree
the potentate’s garden and
cruelly whipped until his back
was bleeding. A swarm of flies
had settled upon his wounds. A
good Samaritan, passing through
the garden, sought to alleviate the
sufferer’s misery by shooing away

the flies. But the miserable
wretch implored him to leave
them alone, *“These flies,” he

sald, “are already satiated. If vou
shoo them off new and much
more greedy and hungry ones
will come in their place.”

So the problem of the reformer
is always a problem of getting
rid of one set of parasitegs with-
out creating a new brood of less
satiated and more hungry ones,
If, for even & moment, it is be-
lieved that the democratic lead-
€r i{s overthrowing the oligarchy
to cast its spoils to the mob he
will have the mob behind him
with a vengeance,

L] [ ] L ]

But the leader of the mob is
not the leader of the people. The
people are infinitely afraid ot
the mob. They are more afraid
of the mob than they are afraid
of the old oligarchy: they are
more afraid of the tyranny of the
mob than they are of any other
tyranny.

Confronted by the mob,
people will put

the
their destinies

person, who will save them from
it, preferring a personal tyranny
to a mob tyramny. They will
prefer Caesar to an incompetent
senatorial gligarchy constantly
threatened by a Spartacus or a
catiline; they will choose Napo-
leon over the directorate: they
will prefer Napoleon the Third o
the coterie of haphazard and
half-baked theorists and dema-
gogues who preceded him and
made the disorder of the second
French republic unendurable. I
Pass over more recent history.
When something occurs over and
over again in history, repeatedly,
and without more than minor
variation, one must give it the
eéarnest attention that so signifi-
cant a phenomenon deserves,
L L ] L ]

Therefore, the democratie re-
form leader must be less con-
cerned with the danger from the
old powers he intends to curb
than he is with the possible men-
ace from the new powers that he
is creating. For it is on them
that he is most likely to be
wrecked,

This is not only true of demo-
cratic leaders but of all leaders.
Mr. Hitler's first serious menace
did not come from any remnant
of the previous regime—neither
from the aristocracy, which he
deflated even further than the re-
public had deflated it, nor from
the soclalistg or communists, but
from the nazis led by Roehm. He
bad an easy way out. He assas-
sinated his too zealous fellow
travelers.

But the president, with his eye
on the economie royalists, on the
oligarchy whose powers he wished
to discipline, I belleve sincerely
to the greater good of the com-
munity, has neglected to look
into the credentials of his most
ardent yes-men, or foreseen the
possible results of his own poli-
cies,

To take examples: It was a
highly mecessary thing im this
country, and long overdue, that
the grip of businesg management
over labor should be relaxed:
that the policies which con-
doned the employment of labor
spies, strike-breaking thugs, the
dismissa] of men for trade-union
membership, the high-handed re-
fusal to bargain collectively, the
authoritatrian and Imperial at-
titude toward workers of certain
industrial leaders should be chal-
lenged and supplanted by the
recognition of specific workers’
rights and by specific mechan-
isms for the protection of those
rights.

But it does not follow that
carte blanche given to labor or-
ganizers to extend the rights of
workers aceording to whatever
interpretations of those rights
may exist in the minds of the
more energetic and ambitious
labor leaders will establish just-
fce. It is far more likely to bring
about disorder and deadlock.
The democratic reform leader
who grants wholesale new rights
without reciprocal obligations puts
himself into a dilemma.

It is infinitely harder to with-
draw or modily prixileges once
granted than it is not to gramt
them in the first place. ™ Those
who are seeking privileges are

at first modest in their ands
and grateful for whatdver is
granted. But whatever has

once been granted assumes. in
}l:-r;; . _mlmlh lthe nature of a

a mmed 1
tmdluo:i. . b
He who hag granted it becomes
the prisoner of his beneficiaries.
If he seeks to .modify or dimin-
ish or more closely define a right
once granted he s not onmly a
‘Teactionary” he 1z a traitor!

in the granting of the
right he hag already made one
Set of enemies he cam not afford
to make enemies of the newly
created friends. Therefore, he
lays himself opem to blackmail.
And, gradually, he loses the reins
of goverament. They are taken
up by his sapporters and bene-
ficlaries, who k and act for
him® fighting :w him against
his opponentg while, at the same

time, They hold over him the
threat that if he does mot do
even more for them than he has
they will seek another leader
(Copyright, 1939, New Yorl

Tribune, Ine.)
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