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MAIL BRIDE™

by HAZEL LIVINGSTON

CHAPTER XXVI

Edward brought half a pie out of
the cooler. It was a strawberry pie,
rich and luscious. “She might have
meant it for tomorrow's dinner,”
“Marie put in shyly.
h-p - u.ldt; .l?f.:o’: Lt
4 » DEVETr -ea ers
How tm some coffee 1"
“Swell!”

The pie was nearly gone by the
time the coffee was ready, but that
didn"t matter. They finished the pie
to the last erumb, drained the cof-
fee pot.

“Who says we're not happy 1" Ed-
ward asked.

Afterwards Marie wondered, re-
sentfully, why their happiness
should be s0 closely connected with
money. When they had money they
were happy, when they didn't, they
weren't. :

Mrs. Wilson took the forty dollars
Edward give her, without com-
ment.

“Board money,” he said, with a
touch of pride.

His mother made no answer, and
presently Edward said, “I know we
owe you more than this. But we'll
catch up.”

And how do you think I feel—the

car gone—the ice-box gone—and
Bee—oh! She shouldn’t have done it
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She saw it all. The dark forest,
the squirrels that scold from the
trees. The birds that sing in the
thickets. The white, rushing river,
the little deep creeks in which trout
live,

“0Oh, Edward! 1 want to go, too!”

“Shucks, you wouldn’t like itI”

*I would—1I'd love it!”

“Well, I don't know how it would
work out, but I can write to Davis
and Red. If they're still willing to
take me in as a partner, do you sup-
pose you could borrow a little from
Charlie? You know—you eould ask
him next month, when you're down
there.”

“But I'm not going down there.
I'm going with you instead. I'll help
you get the money, though—we’'ll
get it some way!”

“Confound it, Marie, I think you
mean it!"”

“I DO mean it!”

It was unfortunate that Mrs. Wil-
son happened to come in at that mo-
ment. She hated to see them even
with their arms entwined, and here
they were, hugging, kissing, like
lovers.

“Excuse me,” she said awkwardly,
backing out.

“Oh, hold on, Mom! You dont

“I thought it was settled you were
going to send her back to her folks!”

“Oh!” Marie said. She took her
hand from Edward’s.

“T'm sorry,” Mrs. Wilson said, “1
guess I'm not as tactful as some.
But Papa and I talked it over, We
&k Ednrd' he’d have to send you

Marie’s teeth

shipped home. It's fortunate that
have a few dollars left to pay my
way, after pawning

“Eddie! How can you SAY such
things! You never would have—youn
never did say such things, before
she came!l Everybody said you were
a mother’s boy. Even those girls
that kept ringing up—I never
minded, because I knew that I'd
brought you up right, and done
everything I could for you. Why
Ads said...”

“ALL right,” Edward eried, “all
right. Now you've got that off your
chest, suppose you stop ”

“Eddie! You can't talk that way
to me! [ won’t have itl And if youn
don’t want Ada’s name mentioned, [
can tell you that it isn’t only Ada.
Your Aunt Jennie said the same
thing. Yes she did! No, I won't 1
You haven’t been yourself since
came! You know you haven't! Bee
changed too, If it wasn't for her,
Bee would be here now. It was her
making up to Ritchie and worrying
Bee, that made all the trouble. I
know! I know whose fault it wasl
I told Papa—"

“You're talking about my wife.”

“I don’t care. You shouldn't have
married her, How do I know you did
marry her? You hear all kinds of
things about those Hollywood mar-
riages. You ean't believe what you

way—"

She thought: If anyone else says
—‘“aren’t yourself” I'll scream.
she was sorry for him. She put her
hand on his arm. “Never mind, Mr.
Wilson. We really are going away—,
It will be better then.”
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*“Dida"t I say I would 1™

SEEN ‘/Ol.f LOOK SC
WORRIED /! WHAT'S
HAPPENED 2

HEAVENS MA.! I'VE NEVER GIT PREPARED

FER A PURTY
PAINFUL SHOCK,,

YER PAW WUZ DOIN' SOME
MENDIN®' AN' ROLLED OFF
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"“DEAR CASPER:~ AM BRINLING MY FAMILY
FOR A FEW DAYS'STAY WITH You

IF HE WAS A
RELATIVE OF
A MINE HE'D ASK

FOR THE
RAILROAD FARE

MY RELATIVES
o THE

'VE AN IDEA! 1LL
SWAP HOUSES WwWITH

COLONEL
A FEW DAYS, AND WHEN
LSET HERE

A RELATIVE AND
A DIME, THE
' RELATIVE
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said wearily. “Your father does all | have to get out of your own house, | hear—and you were always easy to ¥ =

he can, but with Bee gone it’s all|do you! Wait a minute! I want to|get taken in by a pretty face and—"

too much for me. The urance | tell you something—Marie and I| Poor Mr. Wilson looked sick. He By BRANDON WALS

man was here, and the man from |are figuring on going up to Hum- |said unhappily to Marie, who had

the electric store. I don't know what | boldt!” waited, frozen, by Edward's side, SO, v N VOU GET A HEADACHE -~ DONT |
to tell them. I don’t know what the| She looked at him a long moment. | “You musn’t mind mama. She hasn't START HOLLERING "GEE I'M GOMMA DIE, I '
Werners thought when they saw the| *“You and Marie?” been herself since Bee went. It's GONNA DIE".. JUST THINK OF ALLTHE ' :
jee-box go out. I don’t see how I| “Sure!” hard on s mother to lose a girl that



