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CHAPTER XVIII hold it in place. You see it would
" There t‘l’y was nobody | never come under much strain.”
: aboard the ﬂmt ernon, for when | *“But I still don’t see, Don, why he
the bleached | would pick a public room.”
only the faded The ex-soldier’s brown features
funnels of the | contracted in thought.
merika and the George Washing-| “I think there are several good
- still towering mt Iiirst of .“bl,{c:-t‘!l:a wunt?cil
above a tangle cargo booms, | to put his loot in a p t wou
bridges, lifeboats and ventilators. |be always accessible. In other
words, he hid it in a cabin he
of € deck showed the Mount Vernon | might not be able to get that cabin
to be indeed quite deserted save for just when he wanted it. And if he
Signs of recent ac-|insisted too much on having a cer-
tivity, however, were abundant. tain cabin, especially an unattrac-
-s:l.nmhll“mtfﬁ:”u;: g‘:.ldonn;':i:.h“ a T:l-n of his type
anyt smoking room? ord, it would arouse suspi-
inqdl: at length. “Or would you | cion. Something he didn’t want
]: n!:‘ber wait? : under any circumstances.”
, Let's Jook while there’s no one| Colby cocked his head to one side
| else around,” murmured and | and speculatively fingered the blunt
our

Suddenly, in a single gesture, she
divided the glittering heap in half
and held out a handful o to
the spare figure before her. Xﬂrmd
of glorious emeralds throbbed with
the verdant lights of a tropie
jungle, a huge sapphire gleamed
like the Caribbean, but the ex-
soldier stood very still and slowly
shook his narrow head.

“Thanks,” he murmured, “I can't
take them.”

“But you must!” she pleaded and
?nng up. “Here! Take them— )

ou've earned them, I want you to
have them.”
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P &m‘ s t_&mlh.’ :h; mr;:.wh:ichhd served Vogel as
own secret e “Here in| blic room he could
As he quietly that same .m;:'gw:tp?t. And then
it

-—

again
door through a long lifetime | there was no of the cabi
; mdhhdfdbwdghnhejngﬂ ormumber:i

the sun ng which happens quite fre- |
eclipse above a dim headland far mﬁ,m..tunfer. Aq.ui-m

down the gray Patuxent. Skilleil: t,” he said as he drew u
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culty in case ?rus couldn’t come
for the loot himself, which is of
course what happened.”

He swung up on the mantelpiece
and to examine

the wood-
work with great care.
“Do lou see anything?” she de-

“Yes,” he replied, “there are four
or five faint marks on this side of
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minute now, anyhow.”
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when they| Oblivious to faint voices sounding | Donald Colby’s face. “Anyhow, I

uaf 5 e o, ghore snd S The Montells spet three i the el
contin 0 exa ran Chaco

isn't anyth may not | mantelpiece while Geneva mean- | killed first. Bnrvely“"i :?:’Jf:

while sank into a shrouded arm

my life at the end. You see 1 knew
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, €k | chair and sat qufte still, ring | the agents were watching the
smile that warmed his heart, “I|the fact that a little pud emlhiplformwl':uw;l'ambx
ean bear it better ?‘I, than 1 forming from the drip of her wet|a guano boat—never pick a guano
could have yesterday. skirt, looking up at him from ador- | boa uddecr
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wide eyes. What
a fierce, insisten Il:ﬁ'turcmyth{smm Ot.hm
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sunken and blood- | even now knew nothing save that|sp
in front of
A P e
), my 'maﬂdrswhhunm:tg:]::“hr:um tructions to go immediately to Solo- : ;
‘Oh, s g0 to
e ety ony, Lhen his sager, | Vogel's jimmy to the backing of the mon's Island. I was instructed to | TOOTS AND CASPER By JIMMY MURPHY
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: in his arms she did not be- | excitedly. “I think we—" But “go - "1 RETURN ONE FLIP OF THE '- | _ 20 MINUTES LATER. | | HERES THE AD,CASPER.
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o T 84 that—te- | o ihing to the tile before “I was. I'm afraid I was pretty . FLPS! wth TIME ILL MAKE IT | | TJO ROBERT BLIMP IN
fore #"mhﬂm rough, but see, dear, I had no / & ) . P
“I v " It was characteristic ides what the situation 1 ~
wanted you to know,” he eried | Colby that he said nothing be | to be was. Ihad ;
hn*am“hﬂmmmrhu.m suspicious of everybody—even n
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