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“The Forgotten Fleet Mystery”|

by VAN WYCK MASON

all right,” he stated. “We saw that
plate come off.”
Colby nodded absently, his
rushing ahead, trying to
foresee what t happen when
the Benet jewels would be exposed.
A quarter of a million! Would
their in a few moments feast
ves upon the long lost hoard
Geneva Benet sought so
earnestly? Where had she been dur-
ing this little affaire? That kiss,
had it been a clever bribe? A dis-
arming subterfuge?
Surprisingly soon Mears and the

i disorde in
where the lanterns still burned
tiently drawing golden high lights
from Tug’'s curious tools and the
small heap of murderous imple-

ments. As they passed th the
door Mears lih:,nhed by like a bull at
® cloak and headlong over to

-

like | cried as she breathlessly clutched

y

Saves wear and tear on the

rnails.”

ears, his heavy features flushed,
flung the ex-soldier a searching look
and then followed his advice. His
shoulders bunched
; once, twice and then a

noise split the tense

:

‘§

i | added with a bitter laugh.

happier we'll be. I've learned that
through erying over an awful lot of
spilt milk these last few years.
&m on. We'd better find Miss
Benet—then notify the shore au-
thorities about this business, Might
be a -couple of hundred dollars in

rewards for us somewhere,” he

Mears, his shadow gigantic be-
hind him, stood for a moment glar-
ing from under sha brows at the
spare, battle-scar: figure.

“You're a smart guy and a nervy | ohall

one,” he drawled, a very puzzled
expression on his wind-burned fea-
tures. “And if I hadn't seen that
hunk of steel come out myself—
I wouldn’t trust you.”

“Can the hooey, Mears, and let's

ﬁ: rolling,” Colby snapped and slid
is Colb smonth{y into his coat

pocket. Then he caught up one of

the lanterns.

“Can you
Dutton and
only rowboat.”

“Oh, I reckon I could get to land
by shinning along one of them moor-
ing chains. It'd be easier to swim,
but the water is too cold at this
time of the year.”

It was a nervous and rather
frightened Geneva Benet they found
paci !:R and down the deck just
outsi at landing on which Con-
nolly and Kraus lay so patiently
awaiting attention.

“Oh nk God you're safe,” she

t ashore somehow?
artney grabbed the

Colby's hand. “What’s happened?”

Colby told her in a few sentences,
and as tactfully as he might he
broke the bad news concerning the

m shaken but not particularly
ed by this shrewd blow of mis-
fortune.

“So long as both of you are safe
Idnn'tm”shebnntoutruiou-
ately. “All 1 want to do is to go
from these horrible boats and

away
again! They

smell of death! Oh M please
hurry and get the police a boat
—w—‘t;au‘l‘"

“Sure,” Mears mnodded but shot
the 1 a swift
2tuuhtladhj:ll(klby'linm-

nﬂ

“Thank you." Geneva Benet !
listlessly

be | mitted as they paused before the

“And now?” Colby was obliquely
eyeing his companion.

“And now that that's that?” the
girl countered, her despairing wear-
iness abruptly vanished.

“You've been thinking about the
third maiden,” Colby stated and
looked fixedly over the broad moon
silvered Patuxent where the wind
chased shimmering catspaws uﬁﬁn
channel. “A maiden neither white,
nor yellow, nor red.”

“What makes you think s0?” she

“You didn't fool me with yeur
sob song about wanting to get off
these steamers right away.” He
sank down beside her. “You see, I'm
not nucfh a flt:ol as to think tgou‘;c:hqnit
now after having gone thro 80
much. That sentence of Vogel's
meant something to you. I've also
been thinking a lot about it the last
quarter of an hour. You see there's
something queer about all this busi-
ness. Why should Ehrenbreit, one
of the original partners and know-
ing the whole story, go to a lot of
e , Tun & lot of risks and waste
all his time on an empty hiding-
place?

_ “Yes—I see—but what if the hid-
ing place was discovered when the
Kron?rmzema was remodelled?”
“It's possible, but I doubt it—
Why should a single portion of the
mou[dinx-be removed and the rest
left intact? No, I think something
else happened.”
“What?"
“Shouldn’t wonder
double-crossed his pal 'way back in
1914 and rehid the loot just before
the ship reached Germany.”
“Sounds reasonable,” Geneva ad-

first class salon door. “But what
did he mean by ‘neither white, nor
red, nor yellow?'”

3
Rl
01
g E?
5a
;
5

il
et 13
t; :
l‘_ ;i
§iE

ke o 1

TAKE PLUTO
WITH Us!

TS

Copr 18 W ow D Mﬁ-‘
perl® 4-2]

Workl B g ¥

WONDER WHAT
THAT

DOIN' IN

O’ THE HOuSE

MY cosH!

HEHM~-HEHR! SHUCKS, BOYS
~1 WAS ONLY EOOLIN'!
WE MAY BE A LITTLE

._.ﬁﬂ"’"’ b

The Lady in a Glass House Throws a Stone

By BRANDON WALSH

jires

— YOU COULD TEACH HER TO ACT AND MAKE

AM EASY LIVING AS HER

1

. T'M AFRAID YOU DONT UNDERSTAMD . ALY OWMLY

GEE! WONT IT BE SWELL WHEN MR
BARNES ADOPTS ME 7. 'COURSE, HE.
AINT RICH~BUT 1 DONT EAT VERY
MUCH AN PRETTY SOOM I'LL BE GROWN
UP - THEM MAVBE I'LL GET A SWELL.
JOB ~THEN MY FATHER

WONT HAVE TO WORK
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By JIMMY MURPHY

DARBB, THE &UY
WHO'S BEEN
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EVEN IF SHE

WAS SINLLE,DON'T

YOU THINK ITS
WRITE

1 THOULHT 1 AGREE WITH SPER

'S T You Tusme, BUT AT Youns
L&RL. 2= TOOK ﬁ“ I"C‘Em ALONE.
1 FOR HER
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