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By E. Phillips Oppenheim

CHAPTER XVIII

Henry Yates was properly

SMra. Hewells,” he protested, “at
my and in my position! Come,
come! The young lady is agreeable
and she likes to exchange a friendly
word or two now and then. But with
me—I ask you, Mrs. Hewells!”

“Ah well,” the lady retorted,
“Nancy she isn't too sure about
you. was down here

this morning talking to her, so of
course she has been all in a dither

than you do,”
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“It is unfortunate,” Henry Yates
declared.
“And the other matter?” she
asked, her hand for a8 moment fall-
ing upon his. “Have you made up
your mind 7"

“It takes some thinking about,”
he confessed. “Let me ask you a
question, Rosa.”

“It is good, that,” she said, sidling
a little closer to him. “Now I shall
answer it graciously.”

“Supposing your employer were
to take it into his head to come on
shore—he could be here within five
minutes of leaving the boat—what
would be his—er—renction when he
found us sitting here together?”

“You are like every one of the
lovers I have ever had,” she laughed.

first | “You are afraid of that giant of

mine, although he means less than
nothing to me. Well, I do not blame
you. To look at he is fearful. But
now I will show you something,
Henry, my dear. I am not a fool.
Look out of that window. Look past
the stumpy little white house, past
that sandy ridge right down the
creek out to the sea. What do you
see there?™”

“A dinghy with a single sail up,”
was the prompt reply.

“Quite right. And in that dinghy
is one man and that one man is my
employer. That is how he loves to
pass the time. If he were to sud-

® | should know all the time that we

were as safe as though we were in
another worl

be is concerned. That I can assure

you. . . . Now, let us come to the
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t|went on. “You and

with an inviting cwist of her be-
carmined lips, then she laughed and
threw her arms around his neck.

“So long as the dinghy is on the
water,” she whispered pulling his
ear, “we might flirt just as much as
you like. First, though, we make
thea ment. ] draw a map—yes?
I tell you what we want!” . , .

He drew a little away, finished
his whiskey and soda and smoothed
his rumpled hair.

“gotber drink, Rosa?” he sug-

“Go and fetch it from the bar,”
she begged. “I now go to my reom.
Soon I will show you the map. Then
we talk business.”

She walked to the door with her
arm resting upon his shoulder and
ran up the stairs with a lightness
which surprised him. Henry Yates
accepted a little more mild badinage
from Nancy’s mother, then returned
to the sitting-room with the drinks.
It was fully ten minutes before Miss
Rosa Kampf descended. She was
carrying an oilskin bound map or
chart under her arm. She brought
it to the table, opened it and slowly
spread it out. All the time she was
watching him. One corner she se-
cured with a geranium pot, another
with the inkstand, the other two
with solid ashtrays.

“This is the country concerning
which Mijnheer van Westrheene
feels that he is as yet far too
norant. Yet it must find a place
;hendmord of his travels, m

undred and twenty-seven
of which he spoke are all connected
with that territory there.”

“We can answer them all,” Henry
Yates announced with a slight touch
of grandiloquence.

“You have been there lately
then?” she asked eagerly.

“Lately?. It is not necessary that
it should be lately. It is a country,
which no one ever forgets.”

“What were you doing there?"” she

master of yours, who looks as
though the land upon which he stood
and the air he breathed were his
by divine right.”

“I may tell you that,” he replied,
“when the terms of our bargain are
fixed, when it is settled whether or
no I answer those hundred and
twenty-seven questions.”

*“They shall be fixed here, now—
at this moment,” she declared. *“I
know how much money Mr. van
Westrheene has. I know how much
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—In the Sands of Time!

E
AND SAW

JULIE, 'M DE TE!
I LOVE MOLLY-~ |

YOU'VE ANY HEART
AT ALL YOU'LL STEP
ASIDE AND LET




