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BAYNARD A. KENDRICK

The Eﬂleven of Diamonds

CHAPTER XXVl

Midnight bad come and gone, and
had spent twenty minutes
telephoning various select gambling
elubs, before the car left the Al-
ligator Inn. Detective Patterson
was at the wheel. for Stan had
blithely admitted he was in better
condition' to fly, than to attempt
the intricate task of driving. Millie,
fitted snugly in bhetween Stan and
the detective, was clutching a bad-
depdi"p!eted fom;ﬂilbottlwi e t:fh wine. In
car, follo e coupe,
Detective Hogue was l:risle!:ltly curs-
ing their breakneck speed through
rain. -
With sirens wide open they
the Venetian Way to Miami
Beach, and headed

Surf Club lay behind them.
“The Gulf Club’s about two miles
ahead on the right, Pat.”

- Detective Patterson grunted. “I'M
eut the siren.” He did so, and sig-
naled Hogue, behind them, to do the
same, by turning the tail light off

"*You mneedn't have bothered.”
Millie’s woice sounded loud in the
ensuing silence. “They'd have
we were visiting Mayors
welcomed us with a shower of
dice. Do you think that vat

¥

say he did. That’s the first rod I've
ever seen glad to go to jail. You
had me going for a while, Mr. Rice

. “Alligator tears,” said ‘Stan, “or
wine running out of her eyes. She

girl!” He
a tilted bottle away from Mil-
and finished it himself. “You
too much for, a lady—and you
have to be friendly with the blown-
up Bessingers, I'll bet he won't buy
you wine at eight dollars a bottle,”

Mr. Bessinger's a

sure. He was employed by an on-
known man who approached him in
a New York saloon. I think we'll
have a swell time trying td' connect
Monets Caprilli with that set-up.
We certainly ecan’t jail the Bes-
singers and rharge them with being
followed by Sniffer Carew.”
“Can't the New York police get
some information out of that Hoxby
outfit 1"

“Not a chance, Pat. They'll be
holding all Carew’s reports on file
for a client named John Smith—
who has paid them but neglected to
call—and they won't have an idea
in the world why the Bessingers age
being tailed—or who the Bessingers
are. It's a blind slley. I wish I
knew the righ' thing to do!”

“] thought you decided that!”
Millie removed her hat and shook
out her curls “Do you always get so
gabby after one or two drinks? You
spent an hour telephoning to locate
the big noise and his wife——after
they left the Inn. Now that we're
here—the least we can do is stop in
and watch them lose their money,
while you buy me a drink.”

“That's one burden,” Stan said
savagely, “that’s going to {all on
Durlyn Bessinger. He can pay
through the nose for his feverish
eyu'll

Patterson parked the coupe in the
courtyard, which Edward Fowler
had crossed less than two weeks be-
fore, and the police car with Hogue
driving, rolled in close behind it and
stopped. Two lights, on wrought-
iron posts, flanked the entrance to
the Gulf Club, shining spongily yel-
low through the rain. The windows
were curtained and dark, giving no
hint of the brilliance inside.

Stan had no card, but Millie as-
sured him she could get him into any
place in Miami where he could spend
money, and Stan believed her. They
crossed the courtyard on the run,
and stood in the vestibule for a mo-
ment until the door opened to admit
them. A short suave gentleman in
evening clothes gave Millie a eordial
welcome, and made out a card for
Stan, signing it with an indistin-
guishable flourish.

“] leave you in good hands,” he
told Stan, with an automatic smile.
“Good luck!” He was gone through
a door.

They pessed through a reception
room, sky-lighted and much be-
palmed, where emall tables were set
about a playing fountain. A girl
came through swinging doors to
their left, bringing with her the
murmur of voices and the drone of
a croupier. Millie tightened the
pressure of her hand on Stan’s arm.

pression on him at

8 party—
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Mus’ ashk him di’she trip me!” She
freed herself from Mrs. Bessinger
with an agility rather startling in
one apparently so drunk, and

her way through the swinging
doors.

Star. pulled a chair up close to
Mrs. Bessinger, and =at down facing
her. She regarded him with a feel-
ing close te alarm. He was staring
at her with glazed blue eyes, and
was swaying monotonously from
side to side. The motion had a strong
hyonotic quality, and while she
feared that any moment Stan might
slip from the chair, she had an
overwhelming desire to start sway-
ing in unison with him.

She started to rise. He waved her
back into place with a hand as agile
as the flipper of a seal. “My dear
Mrs. Bessinger,” his voice was se-
pulchral, “I did not come here to
gamble. 1 came here to drink—"

“But, Mr. Rice—"

“You are one of the few women
who have not stripped all the nice-
ties from life. I appreciate your del-

your husband—mnevertheless, I shall
order winel”

He clapped his hands loudly in
front of Mrs. Bessinger's face.
“Bring wine, boy!” he ordered, so
realistically that she could hardly
credit her senses when she turned
and found no waiter behind her.

From beyond the swinging doors
came the sound of protesting voices,
a few bursts of loud laughter, and
a moment later a rending crash. It
proved too much for Mrs. Bessinger.
Followed by Stan she jumped to her
feet and rushed into the roulette
room.

The scene was too much to take
in at a single glance. Chips were
scattered about the floor in every
direction. Five frightened women
were huddled together gn one side
of the table-watching a group of
men on the other side with distended
eyes.

In the middle of the group, =
croupier in evening clothes was
jumping up and down like a maniac,
swearing loudly in fluent Freneh.
W!th'the handle of his rake he was
pointing, and poking, at some
on the floor, concealed from the
swinging doors by the intervening
table,

Teetering slightly, Stan walked
gravely larotmd the table, Mrs. Bes-
singer close on his heela. Ho a
fat wallet in one hand, Hﬂ}l.iih' was
seated astride the apoplectic form
of Dur.lyn Bessinger, who kept mak-
ing vain snatches at the wallet held
jmt}:}?ti of l:’ils reach,

“Durlyn ol'Dur . 11
lie, brandishing Roe inile =t et
“Hesh goin’ to buy wine! Chatean
Why-queens "

The short man with the automatie
smile appeared at Stan's side.
“What’s the trouble here?”

“That woman has stolen my hus-

band’s wallet!” Mrs, Bessinger
pointed a trembling finger.
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