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CHAPTER XXV
ridor and to the door of the bag-

gage room. A soldier standing near- | room in an hour. We've got to try
by presented arms as the governor | to figure this thing out.”

passed; St. Pierre gave him a per-
functory salute, then paused, looked
hard at the floor, and turned back.

“Sergeant, have you and your
men patrolled this building inside
and out?” he asked in French.

“Yes, Monsieur le Governor.”

“Has any large parcel—say sixty
centimeters long, or more—been
taken out by any ope?”

“No, Monsieur le Governor.”

“Very well.”

At Griffin’s request, André handed
St. Pierre the key to the door of the
store-room. He entered first, and
lighted the keroseme lamp on the
table.

“Is this all your baggage?”

“All our large baggage,” Griffin
answered. “We have suitcases in
our rooms.”

"H&w about your servants’ bag-

.behind him. Griffin took the oppor-
Griffin led the way into the cor- | tunity to drop back to speak to Ned.

weren't very feeble, if 1 remember
right. And you'd begun to think the

“Tf the coast is clear, come to'my | old man was loging his grip!™

Virginia’s bruised nheart seemed

miraculously healed, as she crept

Ned nearly laughed aloud. Figure | into his arnss.

out the riddle of the Sphinx!

“Honor bright, Dad! 1 never

But back in the lounge, Ned took | dared mention it tili now, but I was
new heart. He had found no clue,|a little disappointed when you went

seen no light, yet a mysterious|in so hard for Oriental art. As much
excitement stole through his veins.|as I cared for Andra, I didn’t like to
Soon he tracked it down and identi- | see him sweep you off your feet with
fied it. It was simply the unconscious hi“own hobby.*

challenge that he read in Chambon’s

face. lightening, too. America is going to

Seeing him there in faultless|deal comsiderably with Oriental
dress, the virile beauty of his dark|countries in the future, and we've"
face enhanced by the mellow lamp- | got to know more about them.”

light, Ned came to a new realization

of his task, a new vision that was his | you to buy all those things . .. Se
last hope of victory. He only knew | he could have them, after he married
this: that he must no longer look at| me.”

the ground, but into the sky: no

longer seek for little things, but for | such idea, and perhaps I did wrong
great things. André Chambon might{ not to disillusion him.”

be half mad, certainly he was a

mystic and a zealot, but his dreams | her cheeks grow red. “Then what
] do you intend to do with that mar-

were mighty.

It was great fun—mighty en-

“But you know why he wanted

"I suspected he might have some

His eyes were twinkling. She felt
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By WALT DISNEY

“They bave small pack-sacks and| “Excellency, if that little matter | velous collection?” - LEAKS, MY EYE, YOU
blankets. If the article you are look- | is straightened out to your satisfac-| “It’'s for the museum in St. Louis Gé)&.é.:i A SLB%uoﬁE%-?m_?SB BL.AP;IKETY- K SO-AND-
ing for is sixty centimeters long— | tion, perhaps I can now let T'Fan go| —a gift from the pork-packer, old INITIATION SONNY! I FIXED : SO/
that’s about two feet—it couldn't be | to his own quarters,” Chambon said | Dan Griffin. I promised the curator TO THE PLUMBIN A WHOLE MESS O
anywhere in our outfit but right|withont & trace of mockery or tri-|so five years ago.” BUSINESS! WHILE
here.” umph in his tone. Losing his grip? She guessed i

“It seems quite heavy, to be made of Dad?"” she asked guietly. “For you %G%rﬁgu ‘n-Eg‘l:S n,‘yl.En';y ? ;E..WE AN' A PAY-ENVELOPE JusT

wood. Griffin's expression was entirely |—for André—for Ned Holden?” ENVELOPE HERE FOR MISS ANNIE ROOMNEY LIKE THEY GIVE TO GROWN-UP

* 1 think it is made of iron wood.” | blank, but only his old poker cronies| “How’s it going to turn out for = FOLKS . HONEST. IT MAKES
1 would like to examine it more|in St. Louis would have taken warn. | you, Virginia?” Griffin spoke gently. P [ NS ME FEEL GLAD ALL OVER

“By all means,” St. Pierre replied. | not! What a little fool she had
“Vicomte, it is still early: will you|been!

return with me to the Residence to
finish our coffee?”

8t. Pierre tock his leave.

“What did it mean, André?™

“The rumors T"Fan heard that the| could not escape it, even in the shel-
Emerald Buddha has disappeared|ter of her father’s arms. She would
from Baagkok must be true. And|not try any more,

Pére Grifin, were suspected of
theft.,”

on. “André got a good salary for his

But Chambon declined courte-|expert knowledge, some knick-
ously, and after a few minutes’ chat, | knacks on the side, and a good
chance to court my daughter. I never

“Strange business, that,” Cham-|even hinted that the collection
bon said, after he had dismissed|would go to him. And in the end he
Ned, ! turned the tablés<on me with this,

Virginia turned her bright gaze.|business of the Emerald Buddha. I
She knew she must look and listen | s'pose it was in his mind the whole
in Ned's place. time.”

“Tt was fair dealing,” Griffin went

Again, the Emerald Buddha! She

“How's it going to turm out,

T ROWNED | DOWN THERE]/

LOOK, ZERO! “TWO DOLLARS
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closely. It is large enough to coficeal “Since knew better, And She managed a weary little smile. SUST TO WO AY Il
t.habje:tlmhnh‘hr.' mﬂdm,::jn such a row .bo,:; “I"ll pull through.” : :
“Exeellency, that is lvlm him searching our stuff?” “I'm fond of André too, you
far.” Chambon’s eyes began to *“I did not want him to see our|know ... Perhaps I can understand
*“We found it in an abandoned pa- eurios. He might have made trouble | —anything you want to tell me.”
goda; T'Fan and our other servants about them leaving the country. And| Oh,-she ached to tell him! And it
will swear to that. If you break into when he discovered the secret open- | turned out easier than she had ever
hhb&hmmlmﬁgmmnm[mdm The tangle in her mind
certainly report the fact at once to|f notice it myself—1I thought | unwound in simple words.
your . Inb&mtnholyrdjaorother “Our engagement is suspended
8t. nodded gravely, “I|ireasure I did not wish him to find. already,” she said. “It's just a mat-
mlmmgmmm Images often do, you|ter of time till it's brokem off for
-'ﬂ.,_ wn. Will | kene ,,th&,mmwgﬂ.!ﬂu!ﬂum!hur&m&u
one of you please give me & hand?” | long ago had robbed the idel and engineered the theft of the )
there mm::'nm «y 'Grilnw. e T R
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