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CHAPTER XXVII

The offices of the International In-
surance Company were miles away
from her ent-store upon the
Amucbbut Ann intended sticking
the investigator so that the two
them might face the Claims Ad-
juster together . . . tell the same
story that would lift the stigma
from her sister.
There was no time left that day
to return to the store.
Ann's interview in the Adjust-
i the
than

expected

tered when it came to the clearing
of her sister's reputation . .. de-
voted to her family as Ann was, she
would have spent days and weeks,

if , in defense of the in-
nnm“ Claire.

Terrible as the incident had been,
throwing a highlight on Claire's
character and obvious lack of scru-
ples, Ann realized that out of evil,
a three-fold good would doubtless

- had been abruptly

g
£

opened Ditmar’s falseness,
to the knowledge that their friend-
ship had been built the quick-
sands of a mutual liking for -
bling, that— Xnn'l

1 d have

rinciple,
most important, to
s awaken-
in her narrow escape from
By<the barest in had
to the district
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;
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And | nita Parrish, who had corroborated

v

w
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hardness, of scepticism in him
leaned from the difficult places in|t
fi!e. had vanished. He was delicate,
tender, the ideal lover, finding her
utterly desirable and lovely, his |t
every caress telling her so.
He was her man.
How well he had hidden his feel-
ing for her during the long Winter
months at the store! But Spring
Wwas coming.
Paris, enchanted city? Already,
down by the Battery, there was the
faintest blurring on the trees in the
public square, as if a brush dipped
n m paint had been gently
bmged on the branches—more

nal budding.

Life was like that. The waiting.
The hope. After loq? season, the
sap stirring, rising. Then the bud-
ding. More waiting. The flower-

ing.

Love was like that! thogght Ann.

“Afraid you're fa]ling in love?”
she had whispered to Paul in the
taxi, “Am I so terrible 7"

What he had said had sent the
blood in delicious waves to her ten

ﬁngers. her ten toes,

Then you aren’t afraid! You're
happy!”

“Are you happy, Aon?”

No need for words. She had

turned her pretty face to him, as a
sunflower towards the sun, and he
had kissed her as though nothing in
the world could ever separate them.

Came the eternal woman’s ques-
tion: “Why do Jou love me, Paul?
I want to hear.

“For something more than the al-
lure of you—something above and
beyond physical attraction, im-
munt and necessary as that is,”

come his earnest answer.

“D'you know so very much about
me ?"” she had ventured happily, in

the haven of his arms.
His dark eyes were very tender
as he told her that he loved her for

her courage in shouldering famil

Rosalind had told him all
e e e of e
e y & ore t, her grand-
father, old Tom Bradley, had en-
lightened him.

For her standards of conduct, too,
he loved .her, that innate delicacy
and ement that was Ann. For
her t{lto her job, for the capa-
az she had of never tattling, of

pedalling or overloocking the
defects of her fellow-workers, even
when they were catty to her, and
sought to harm her, through jeal-
ousy. She was above such pettiness.
From his own observation he had
seen it, and (though he did not tell
her), he'd had a long talk with Re-

it, and Renita had assured him that
it was Ann whe had weaned her
away from drinking,

For her dignity, too, he laved her.
For her sweetness of npature that
had beten u_v:irély !te&ted For th«i
sheer femini o e youn ir
that was Ann. e

“Brains and beauty are a wonder-
ful combination,” he had told her in
the taxi, “but there are still better
?.ui""- and you have got them,

Would he ask her to him 1
Of course, if he really 1%, he
would!

“Are you happy, Ann?”

fashioned in Paul Bradley. Ann had
seen it. He would want to meet her
visit hﬁhome,dothi
- e Was no
Brandon, no Captain de Freyn.
He would want to claim her
proudly, before everybody. It would

in

i

HE
[?

:

%i
3

like a poor little chrysalis imprison-
ed—not realizing

Paul
have to do it again.”

longed to hear him say: “Tomorrow
Spring with Paul in|I'll telephone you. Maybe we could
go to church ther?”—or—"“May-
be we could take a lon
Park?” The almond-blossoms were
just breaking into bloom t:;lp by the

used to

ride .on horseback, Sunday morn-
romise than reality—a va ver- | ings.
- g i bold to ask him? Dare she?

evening,” he repeated, and looked
up at the windows of the house as
though to remind her of the late-
ness of their return.

that caught her to be in his arms,
just for a farewell moement, feel his
warm kiss on her mouth, hear him
ask her for a definite appointment.

With a second handclasp—quick,
conventional—he bade her good-
night, walked down the steps to the
waiting taxicab.

arrive in her
Wednesday morning.
have a window display.

dresser, putting his best foot fore-
most, and Ann wanted to be in on
it, seeing that everything was per-
fect, before the great shade on the
window was rolled up.

partment with its garments like
exotic flowers.

brow as her gaze lit on the con-
51
se ling. Would it have to be marked
down

since promotion. Yet the manu-

was a strain of the old- h

Why, she had never lived until
his g{orious evening! She'd been

the wonder and
lory waiting for her—with
radley. .

“And one of these evenings, we'll

he
It confused her, dashed her. She

walk in the

ridle-path where Ann ha
Would it be unconsciousably

But she was sensitive.
“We'll have to do it again one

She was ashamed of the longing

None of these things happened.

Ann was the first of her staff to
department on
She was to

That meant Rameses, the clever

She revelled in the Lingerie de-

But a tiny frown puckered her

ment of underwear that was not

Like a housewife, she had her
buying allowance from the mer-
chandise- r, Paul Bradley. If
she could not dispose of the goods,
it would be her, first humiliation

facturer had assured her of the ex-
cellent value of the goods, and her
own knowledge of silks had cor-
roborated it. Besides, whatever his
fuh_n%s. Tim O'Hallahan was hon-
est in his business dealings.

_What about pepping up her sales-
girls by offering them a small com-
missién on this merchandise, since
she did not care to make a “mark-
down”?

Putting it out of her mind for a
moment, she went into the Negligée
Salon. '

Someone was there. A
:ﬂ:':u thf boudoir robes,

ng loun pajamas
frail undi huge

:
i

umed, wasn't
ora H:od'...i

POLLY AND HER PALS

The Preacher Lays His Bible Down!

MICKEY MOUSE

[ BOSS-CAPTAIN'S DINNEM
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By WAIT DISNEY

Y KNOW,

Hl SEE -~FROM |
WHAT TVE SEEN 0"‘THE
CAPTAIN, T™M
BEGINNIN' TO
THINK HE BARKS
MOREN HE

LITTLE ANNIE ROONEY

BITES!

ME KNOW NUTHIN'
‘BOUT THAT! BOSS=-
CAPTAIN, HE FINE
MAN, ALL LIGHT,

EXCEPT W
KRE MAD!

HEN
\

ONLY TWOWBLE
1S == HE MAD

BY BRANDON WALSH

LLA

TOOTS AND CASPER

MY GOODNESS, ANMNIE — THE WAY YOU ACT- 1| JUST FEEL GLAD ALL OVER — (T3 SUCH GEE, ZERO. 1 GLAD SCHOCL 1S OUT~
WHAT HAPPENED TO MAKE | N | WONDERARE WE A SWELL DAY -.THE SUN IS5 SHINING NICE ALL DAY, INSTEAD OF THINKIN' ABOUT
YOU FEEL SO HAPPY — )| Gone To saHooL~ MY LESSOMS, | IKEPT THINKIN' THAT
usrrm? T OR A PICWIC? M‘ﬁimum%kgow
A \‘:\ "A' SCARED OF HER ANY-
N < ) MORE~
o, Ny L
A2
5 \ N %
x off 23§

M SO HAPPY ALLTHE KTDS THINKC I'M KINDA
SO0FY, BUT THEY DONT KNOW *BOUT MRS,
MEANY AN’ HOW MEAN SHE TREATED ME—~«
IF A KID HAD ATERRIBLE TOOTHACHE
ALL THETIME, AN' AT LAST A DENTIST
PULLED THE TOOTH OUT AN IT DIDNT
HURT NO MORE ~YOU COULDNT BLAME

CASPER ,IT AINT LIKE
TO BE SORE BECAUSE MY TEDDY
WON THE BABY CONTEST—
SNAP OUT OF IT!

You

THE DEAL ALLOWS ‘EM TO MAKE
AS MANY PHOTOS AS THEY WISH

N WILL.OLIVE,

AT

p
Y

TEQI%‘I’
CONTRACT WHEN THEY SEE HIS

DON
MOVIE STAR I'LL HIRE YOUR

MAY LAND A MOVIE

T WORRY-- IF HE BECOMES A;

BABY TO BE HIS
‘S TAND-IN “..

A'COURSENA

HE — )
CAR 3
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