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""The Captive Bl;ide"

CHAPTER XXXIII

Denny knew that Van Cleve, de-
spite his remarks to Rio, was not
finding Tarnigan or anything else
very desirable these days. His
drawn face and his brooding dark
eyes, as lifeless as his right hand
resting motionless in its sling, gave
evidence that he was in a particu-
larly black mood this morning,

Presently she got up and assum-
ing a cheerfulness she did not feel,
went into the card room.

He was playing double Canfield,
with a bottle of liquor, an empty
glass and a siphon at his left elbow.
He rose at her entrance, asking,
“And how's our frozen sepulchre

that mink’s case wasn't hopeless
when he put his foot into the trap.
The creature might have gnawed
his foot off and freed himself to go
on living—after a fashion. Not
whole, but making some sort of
compromise with life. But for me—
life affords no compromise, no sub-
stitute for that which I lose through
my crippled paw.”

The word trap had made Denny
fully alive to what he was saying.
Little lines camg at the corners of
her eyes, as they narrowed to dwell
on the sweep of country outside.
“Van, you shouldn't have stayed
here this winter, That feeling of
the trap—no one can escape it here,
now that the river is so still and

swood on the runners behind and
though he was using the brake on
the down grade, he kept snapping
his wrist to keep a long whip snak-
ing over the backs of his huskies.
He was a very tall, gaunt man with
a wolflike furtiveness about him.

As the outfit drew near, Denny
was struck by the fact that Bourne,
for the first time in her knowledge,
failed to hail & newcomer with a
hearty welcome. Instead, the twe
exchanged a flashing glance of ap-
praisal and a gua nod. Those
nods expressed more of hostility
than eould have been packed into a
dozen snarling sentences. She noted
further that Tongass lifted his
ruff and silently bared his fangs, not

o
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MICKEY MOUSE

ward use of his left hand had made
the task difficult for him, had be-
come an established ceremony; one

At that moment Bourne again
came into sight. He was lunging
down the road toward River House,
bent forward against the drag of a

Yet, despite her repugnance, her
heart was quickening with hope; for
she was also remembering the fel-
low's remarks about Revelry Bourne,

LITTLE ANNIE ROONEY

- [ 1
| the mistress of River|frozen. See the white miles of it out |at the stranger's dogs, but at the WE NEED MONEY! LET ME SEE ASTOLINDING! YOU ARE. 1T 1SS DANGEROUS! IT WOULD oL N S R o
House this Yuletide? there—all of it crisserossed by cruel | man himself. Q}H\LE. o I B gl MEAN DEATH IF WE WERE WA | SIGHT! UND WHEN TE
“] never was happier in my life, | traplines, cunningly hidden—wait-| “An enemy!” was her conclusion. MICKEY 1S nmp‘émmce.' CAUGKT! BUT -=- L\ TIME. 1SS RIPE—-WE
Doctor, or more full of good will|ing — catching little creatures —|And before the fellow passed, she HAVING THE = FOR SUCH STAKES, STRIKE! A
to men,” she declared. But she|holding them. The whole country is |impressed his face on her memory: TIME OF T 1SS WORTH -
turned toward the window, so that |a trap,” she went on tensely. “Cold, | Long, leathery, with small pale eyes HIS LIFE ZE CHANCE!
his probing eyes had only the back of | merciless, gripping you with soft|under bushy brows; a thin mouth, SPENDtNEa
her silky dark head from which to | white jaws that are stronger than|loose and flabby. And when he HIS MONEY,
judgs of her real emotions. She|steel. Surrounding you with im-|turned his head for a backward look TWO DARK
ran the half-drawn shade up and |pregnable walls of ice. Holding you |at Bourne's set, watchful face, his FOREIGNERS
facing him, again demanded, in|—holding you—" lip curled in a peculiar grin that ex- ! BRE.
tones of mock authority, “Now, sir,| She was gripping her hands until | posed a startling mouthful of teeth DISCUSSING
the chronometer!” the knuckles showed pale, forgetful | —every one of which was capped HIM IN
The harsh lines about his mouth |[of Van Cleve, who was watching | with gold. THEIR
softened under his slow rare smile, | With the eyes of the skilled diagnos-| “Vanl I've seen that man be- APARTMENT!
and he handed her his watch. The | tician, every change of her eloguent | fore!” Denny exclaimed. “He was on ) '
morning and evening winding of the | face, “So-0-07" he murmured in a|the dock the night we went down-
watch, “inaugurated during those |low voice. “You are the girl who|river on the Maid. Ugh.l Th.t';u {2 Doy P
first days when the doctor’s awk-|Was never happier in her life!” teeth—they give me the shivers!
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‘After shé had wound the time. |Of 00 of the branches in his mouth, | will; therefore he might be the O e iannc o i i | 1] "7 ey DOSRS LLADNE P TD D

jecs and slipped it back into his|™™* also tugging forward, render- | means of her escape from Tarni ONTS TO SEE YOU US 1N “THIL HANDS AN'
;ockct.:ho h& her warm hand ovz: ing questionable aid. But she had no time to dwell on TREASURE-ROOM [—— THEN TLL
the bluish fingertips that protruded The doctor changed the subject|that now. The Commander, breezy RUN LIKE
from the sling. “Better today,|®Pruptly by remarking, “Here|and wholesome in his blizzard-bat-
Van?” : ' |comes the ak:lpper with the tree for tﬂ;d fl:;fl:» hil%.ltﬂpped l: th.t::ht: 2% Iy

jerked . |the Commander’s Christmas party. | 2nd sent his Indian servant on

ﬁg: mptiv:h uﬁ?gh:z: ill;lo;:'t I never before knew a man who was | Manse with his dog team. He and
you know, Denny, that you're guilty such a queer mixture of hardness | Bourne were coming into the house.
of = ‘ in devoting | 80d sentiment. Instead h:f und'u;‘g e i ¢ ;u. . o A

much of your ti hwdu.hhludimontmgett t tree, he s Comman was seated at &
:twh ‘l"dA lithtul:; :.:;, into his | €028 personally to select it, and then | small table Honey-jo had drawn up f.;‘

drags the thing in himself, when he | before the fireplace, telling about

eyes, but she did not see it. Her gaze

had beem drawn to the window
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might better bring it in on a dog
sled. But I suppose he wanted the
exercise.”

- Denny nodded without comment.
After a moment she said, “I won-

his journey as he applied himself to
an excellent meal

Though Denny had listened to the
missionary’s cheery account of his
trip with interest and admiration,
the portion of her brain that was al-
ways alert for some means of esca
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T CAN'T DELAY--I MUST
CHOOSE BETWEEN THEM!
YES, 'VE DECIDED---

'VE MADE MY CHOICE;
AND 1IT'S FINAL!

A N
UNITE TWO &REAT
“Who was your traveling compan- “ THROULH -rﬁE MARRIALE OF SAD SELL HER
POROTHY WAYLE AND MYSELF!|| CLARICE'S FAVOR 1S 1 AT SEE HER ALAIN,
1 OWE EVERYTHING AS MUCH BEFORE SHE

i ‘ A | < =\l | MILLIONAIRE

REFERRING
TO---

nei- ; ached by 1 =t : - | _ % L -+ | i CLARICE,

ILL 4O OVER NOW AND
BREAK THE NEWS TO HER -
AS HENTLY AS T CAN----

DOROTHY'S A SWELL 4LIRL,
BUT SO IS CLARICE ---

AND ONE THIN IN
CLARICE'S FAVOR IS
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