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POLLY AND HER PALS By CLIFF STERRETT

| [“RICH CARGOES"” sms i

hours. “My word, Crewe,” he mut- | in my hand.” He reached down and

edge tered, “what’s happened him?” drew from a pannier in the hunting
rs,::?md {ﬁ ;:,t::.t ,i,,;f tfri: “Juggernaut l:nmte," Sandy | howdah s long scroll box of tim,
first thought being naturally to get | answered in the same low tone. enameled in green,
Isobel to = place of safety, aboard | “Well, you'd say he was a yogi or| JIsobel said passionately:— “I
his yacht. There came instantly |2dept or something, instead of &|don’t care what they know or think
from out on the dark water the colossal old frzud. All the same, he the, know. I'm p.rfml’ well aware
flash of a blinker, acknowledging | 8¢ts my goat.” that they are not what they pretend
his signal. The next moment they Bt L o e oo scarcely 43| to be, but & band of chesp frands
eard Vinckers’ i ’ come here ackmail ey
» v Yoloy ehll 085 wi him. Bat it seemed as if the Colonel | are not entitled to any place in this
bad heard, for he looked their way | interview at all”
and said qu;:tly in hi"’hd’? rﬂonl]nt “All the same they are, my dear,
voice:— “Never rush at a conclu-| ... tn some Tams
sion, my dear Guy. Better to await o:iu?éal of a !rmﬂ. But
it with an open mind."” . never was & cheap ome. Until I
He raised himself a little and said | ;o' things differently about ten
'?';hr: loudly to the nl;lnt nPe:;roeat years ago, was, perhaps, the
t is all, good people. Out| createst disturber of the pesce in
your torches And go to your quar-| Si*this wide world of ours. There MICKEY MOUSE
ters. You men here beside me, stick | . 1.0 name for the sort of Devil's

your torches in the sand.” nt that in I . My
i Age time I becam -- VE GOT
In the same subdu:d silence the | g 81 0f commerce was the battle- WELL 16081%3 T Gon
negroes obeyed so that the effect| .14 of Jitile wards; revolutions, LAST! AN F YOU JUST
yas'suddenly changed from the ma- raids, tribal uprisings and rebel HEAD T FOR
jestic figure on the elephant the| )i . "fought out on land and sea, I i
center of a concourse in a blaze of established ies the world
lurid light to the same figure il-| ¢ o o, o agofenc o 2 ‘toi'm“'
lumined brightly by six torches| .. 4 som mu“:,‘ mmnm’ oo
stuck in the sand and empty black- saccess sediied. asstred X b=

ness all about. It was as if the wide o
field of vision embracing the whole E:';:ed A.h 0:';1 l;‘:tej".‘ % .nunﬁ

spectacle had been focussed sud-|ihe field, or at sea, I have held com-

CHAPTER XXVII

a sort of harsh contempt:— “What
sort of show's being put on now?”

“Go down to the pier,” Sandy
said to Isobel. “Call to the rter-
master to land all hands, with what-
ever firearms can muster. I'll
see what'sup ...

He stepped inside the house and
started through to the other side.

Isobel, his instruc-
tions Zollowed. Vinckers, followed
the three eothers, came after

- "“You women go down to the
front,” Vinckers said. ecalmly
enough. “Crewe and I will heold
Evidently his ides and Sandy's of

ea andy's
what was threatened was the same.
But the women declined to re-
treat. The entire party of six went
to the doorway and out onto the
flagging in front of it. The next

moment they discovered their an-
ticipations to be undless, and
that there was no hostility threat-
ened. A dozen and odd of the torch-
bearers had come round the bend
when there lp%e-red the rous
and majestic bulk of Mouse, am-
bling in stately fashion, with Mike
g B S vtk & gvaed T

, open with a rai
was set on Mouse's back and therein
disposed, immaculately dressed in
white and with his big &n_ihth helmet,
sat Colonel Carlton. e angora

retainers.
Sandy did mot join in Vinekers’
mirth. He was the grip of A
fearful doubt that came near to be-
ing a conviction. Of all the mad per-
formances to happen since his ar-
rival on the island this seemed the
Colonel

escort bj} retn;-n in this crazy Sivan Salnanderntood sy withdrawal, baiting. I merely shifted the local- g’ml MS‘SIF'M

At any rate, whatever the ides, | They have been devoted to me from | ity. I should do the same again to- CLARICE > THEN "WHEN
this investment of the premises was | the start, and thought I was being | 387. When your war dogs are mo I ASKED WHO SHE
conducted in orderl on. The | persecuted. These primitives are ]‘l’:;‘m“' obedient to the horn, they

“quietly, | sensitive to violent emotions, even :tnydtobe hl}ed.'n‘Alll‘.l;i.“bcfm they WAS, THERE

passed the big doorway and at an | when suppressed. They came to me |\,Llte the hand that feeds them. ]
Mouse likewise was brought to a|that I return, and not lurk in a gv;m-gmethmx to shy presently
g:ll’ '}o:::htl?h:::l?gni ml ) “"mmh:‘“s:o: :? ':; Vinckers did not answer. The

bewildered group. No.trace of em-
barrassment marred the serenity
of his dominant but kindly f
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denly on the central figure alone, to
make it larger and more distinet.
The light from six torches was not
very bright, but their position was
effective, placed as they were like
joss-sticks round an idol.

“Another coup-de-theatre”
Vinckers murmured.

But Isobel saw it differently.
“Don’t try to tell me he was ever
knave or fool,” she muttered. “This
is no folie de granduer, It's the real
thing. Don't you see?”

“I do,” Sandy answered. “Wait.
Don’t interrupt.”™

The Colonel continued to regard
them in the same thoughtful comn-

. | templation. Then Isobel said sooth-

ingly:— “Since you've come back
to stay with us, Uncle, why not get
down?®

“We've no end enjoyed your torch
light procession, Daddy dear .
once we saw they weren't coming
to cut our throats and burn the
palace.” Hester's tone was mock-
ing, sounded blasphemous to Sandy
who was still under the peculiar
spell froma which the two women
had slipped out.

“lI have come back to put m
house in order,” said the Col 3
w “If I chose to go into re-

t for thiry-six hours, that
is entirely my own affairs. Every-
body would profit by such periods
of undisturbed reflection. The na-

mands -as & General officer, a
Colonel, Captain and even Admiral.
For many years I was at the core of
the “Trouble in the Balkans’, and I
was the secret malady of ‘The Sick
Man of Europe,’ the Grand Turk.
The syndicate of which I was the
Chief Executive and head, planted
depots of smuggled arms the world
over, in the East Indies and in
the West, the Carribbean, Central
America, Ireland, Afriea, North and

South, Indo-China, M lia to the

Great Chinese Wall, Russia, the

Balkans and Asia Minor, I planted
my Dragons Teeth all over the
globe, and many times took an ac-

tive part in the reaping of their

harvest.”
The Colonel paused and looked at
Vinckers with a profound melan-

choly. “This man's father was my
* | First Field Aide. He exceeded

his authority, turned several of
my conps-de-guerre into forthright
banditries and piracies. I forgave
him, then finally when he persisted
in disregarding orders, broke him.
He turned on me, as I had
:nnd was crushed. B.g: ltfelt —

A sense responsible for
given him too free a hand.”

“You sent him inte a trap,
Colonel.” Vinckers said.

The Colonel eyed him somberly.
“A trap of his own setting and

Colonel recovered his calm, for the
moment rufiled. He glanced about
at the others, then continued in
the same dispassionate narrative
voice :— ““The traces of my opera-
tions were obliterated as I went
along. I took care that there were
never any incriminating documents.
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