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J udicial Procedure

ANY are the criticisms that have been leveled at Ameri-
can courts. Justice hmg::hd;d;otten as botheglingmﬂ
spavined. Delays, technicalities, musty precedents are

be used to interfere with the processes of justice. For
eriticism there is foundation. Members of bench |
alert to need for reform; and progressive attor-
are continuously at work seeking improved methods
the expense of litigation, the uncertainty
end and the time-consuming delays.

Oregon committee headed by Justice George Ross-

supreme court has during the past biennium con-

reviously begun looking to reforms in judicial

rocedure. These reforms are none of them radical; many of
am are minor in character. On the whole they should result
in improvement and reduction of time required for trial of
cases, Perhaps the most important proposal is one permitting

trial judge to comment on the evidence introduced in a

as well as to advise jurors as to the law. It is felt from

long experience in the trial of cases the judge is in posi-
to of fer helpful comment so jurors may more readily an-
the evidence and arrive at a just verdict. This right is
enjoyed by judges in our federal courts and in the courts

England and Canada which bear a high reputation for the

administration of justice. '

As a method of avoiding delays in criminal cases the
committee recommends change to permit the disirict attor-
ney to file information against accused persons, after hear-
ing, against whom lies probable cause of guilt. This would
save the wait for a grand jury session.

Few are the prosecutions for perjury although false
swearing is a frequent occurrence on the witness stand. The
reason is that not only must the falsehood be proved but the
fact that it was material in the case. A lesser penalty is rec-
ommended for perjury in the second degree where a person is
found guilty of false swearing. This, it is hoped, will do away
with some perjured testimony. Another reform proposed is to
equalize the number of challenges permitted each side in
criminal cases; to require an accused who plans to plead in-
sanity to give notice of his intention instead of springing it
at the last moment.

In addition the committee recommends changes in court
rules such as the machinery of appeals; permitting an adver-
sary to impeach a witness he has called if he questions his
credibility, ete. 1

One proposal of importance and merit is to have circuit
judges report to a central office the sentence dispositions
they make in criminal cases. This may prevent some of the

in sentences now observed. In addition there ought
to be a central bureau containing records of persons guilty
of offenses even if they are not committed to the penitentiary.

The tion of courts move according to rules long
established, which naturally should not be altered save for
good cause. Where the chance for improvement is found how-
ever then the change should be made. The recommendations
of the Rossman committee are made after considerable study
and in general conform to the recommendations made by bar
associations and federal auwthorities. The legislature should
give the bills involving the necessary legal changes their
eareful and favorable consideration.
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Bonneville Delay

HERE is no delay in the progress of construction of the
dam at Bonneville, but there is delay back at Washington
in forming the policy to govern the sale of its power. So
slowly has the political end moved the dam may be completed
with no transmission lines ready to carry the energy to con-
sumers. Last session of congress bills were introduced and
revised to meet certain criticisms, but no siction was obtained
before congress adjourned. It was anticipated that early ac-
tion would be secured at this session; and Sen. McNary re-
introduced his bill giving the federal power commission rate-
making authority. .

Now the whole subject is held up until a national policy
is formulated. Pres. Roosevelt has named a committee to de-
velop such a policy. This task will take some time. Whether
it will be drafted and adopted in time to serve Bonenville
when the building job there is completed cannot be foretold.

The bone of controversy which will be fought over is the
relation between public ownership and private utility opera-
tion. This centers now in TVA where the division reaches
right into the governing board.

Chairman Arthur Morgan favors a program of cooper-
ation with existing private facilities, Member David Lilien-
thal favors public ownership without regard to the invest-

other great hydro plants being built by the government.
Clearly government must come B some decision.
Either it should effect a compromise with the private con-

with the government holding a short snub rope in the
way of rate control; or else it should frankly take over the
ln.iiyjty companies at reasonable compensation. A great gov-
cannot in fairness destroy through ruthless compe-
tition the investment of large numbers of its citizens made in
good faith in a utility which has long served the public.
b —

Capitol Decoration

eous and will be complete with the building’s erection. In pre-

their p plans the architects Trowbridge &

and Francis consulted with artists to make

the for decoration harmonize with the architecture.

The state capitol commission has very wisely, in our opinion,

warded commissions for the art work to the men who par-

muhthoddnl and whose careers as
are proof of their ts.

Pacific coast, attracting travelers
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Bits for
Breakfast

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Burning of the
historic Bennett
kouse in early part
of legislature of 1887:

N % %
{Continred from yesterday:)
The house of the Capital engine
company, whose LaFrance pumper
was disabled, as told imn the story,
was located at the southeast cor-
ner of Liberiy and Siate streets,
and ‘was therefore only a few rods
from the burniang bullding.
The Bernett house was on the
northwest corner of State and
High streets, where 1l : Masonle
building is now.

& & 5 :
The Tiger engine company, that
had the Silsby machine, was hous-
ed west of and near the sonthwest
corner of State and Commercial
streets.
Thera was a great rivalry bé-
tween the Capitals and Tigers.
That was before Salem had & paid
fire department. All were volun-
teers, and the most prominent
men in the city were firemen, and
the most outstanding ladies were
members of the coffee club, which
provided that beverage and lanch-
ez to the firemen when they were
called upon to fight the destruec-
tive element.
i T % 5
“Sidewalk firemen?"" That was
a word of contempt for the people
who stood around in the way of
the firemen and gave unsolicited
advice.

The reporter of 60 years ago
who called the Chinese nation the
vilest in the world, and the Can-
tonese nationals of that race who
predominated among the ones who
came to this coast the vilest of
the vile, needed a little enlighten-
ment,

%

% %

The Chinese peaple’ compare
favorably on an ayerage with any
in the matter of individual hon-
esty and faithfuiness to their
pledged words. This was (and is)
true aof the *“‘coolies” who came
in large numbers to Oregon up to
the early eighties, when the ex-
clusion act was Ame
mostly from the south of China,
in the Canton section.

The average Chinese house serv-
ant was honest and faithful, and
the Chinaman who made & busi-
ness promise generally kept it. No
race or nation has a monopoly on
the human virtues, and of course
there were and are vile Chinamen,
as a matter of course — there
would be among people who make
up about a fourth of the whole
human race.

1-21-36

% % 8N
The Chinese are generally thritf-

ty; saving in money matters, and
the first comers to this coast were
suspicious of the white rece, and
did not trust bankers. Hence the
hoarded gold and other money of
the Chinamen in the Bennett
house.

But all Chinamen thereafter
trusted our bankers, and were
good depositors, and are to this

day.
T % %

The man who told the reporter
that most of the members of the
1852-3 territorial legislature were
quartered at the Bennett honse
was right.

He would have been correct
had he included the 1451-2 legis-
lature, which was the first one to
hold its sessions in Salem. At the
time of the opening of that first
seasion, the first Monday Iin De-
cember, 1851, the Bennett house
was new; likely finished during
the summer of 1851.

“« % 5

The Salem townsite plat was
filed March 22, 1850, and Bennett
must have, about that time, comn-
tracted for the site of the Bennett
house, with W. H. and Chloe A.
Wilison, the “owners” of the prop-
erty—though Willson in fact only
represented the real owner, the
Oregon Institute, which became
Willamette university. (Bat that's
a long story.)

The deed Bennett afterward
receivad, to 14 lots, among them
the hotel site, cost him $1300,
according to ita face. Those 14
lots, in thhe very center of Salem,
are mow worth several hundred
thousand dollars.

* %%

But A. Bush was not a member
of the 1852-3 legislature, nor of
the one before. He was not a mem-
ber of any legislature. But he was
the only territorial printer, and
the first state printer. He no
doubt | patronized the Bennett
house. |During the sessions of the
first two legislatures im Salem,
there was no other hotel to pa-
tronize, with room for amy conmn-
siderable number of guests,

Nor! was Geo. L. Curry an ex-
governor during either of the
first pessions of the legislature
in Salém. Not until May 14, 1853,
did he become secretary of the ter-
ritory, his first step toward the
chief executive's chair,

T % %
All early day hostelries were

prententious place in Salem for the
entertainment of the traveling
public, with capacity for & con-
siderable number.
% % 5%
Befors jts day, the traveler,

worse than an ingrate.

Sage OF Salen'r;
Speculates

va

bill of last week-end at the State

The Boniaett house was the nm'

By D. H. TALMADGE

THE VALLEY WIND because he hadn't siept much dur-
‘Tis a frolicsome, rollicksome
wind -
The wind of the vale called Wil-
lamette,
hu:!?l’.u.m‘ndl.m‘m vq.t&ﬂ.l“m.“mtﬂl‘
A rather nice wind—I salaam it

Round it goes bere and round it
goes there,
Wet from the south and eold
from the north,
Hesitates briefly passing the east—
Good idea, too, as might be set

torth. en, they could hear Wis snoring
Blows from the west for an hour E;:r.mh&rahw.ﬁn t-;:
or two, believed the coffee story was noth-
'l‘u;:n:knouth to breeze in on a ing more than an excuse for mnot
. ) h

Blows the leakage all over the | SSURS uP as sarly as he ought to

place, : e
Ln‘du:.: ve ralnfall for a full The line which separates bad

luck and something else of a more
personal nature is a very thin one,
The man who left his galoshes un-
der an open window and found
them half filled with ralnwater
next morning called it bad luck—
but I dunno.

-Excepting, of course, duriag the
intervals when the wind s on its
travels. But at this season of the
year the heart of the wind is in
the south, and it Is never long ab-
sent from its home.

- .o INTERPRETATION

Against ¢ urrent i

For the first time since Mana- A wh;;t::mp:undmg e s o

ger Eddie Lewis opened his pres- Is Do more than a sound to you

ent season of vaudeville at the and me

Stle theater, I caught a breath tt h'ea i f the 1 in-

of the pld-time spirit from the bill oe .‘:d?. e i

preseuted Friday and Saturday. Quite plainly it utters the one
We who have come down the word. “he.”

long trail from the days of The | And to the whistling boy the hom

Four Cohans and Harrigan & Hart . o‘::t.sida n;‘ i _y B -

perhaps realize more fully gnd feel Its sentiment; put in a word, is

more deeply than the youngsters “‘gshe,”

of today the changes that have
come in the attitude o” the publle
mind in relation to stage varlety
entertainment.

Eventually, the amusement-
minded public may turn again to
vaudeville and the minstrels,
There are those who think it will.
And there are those, also, who
have attempted to galvanize the
ghost of Uncle Tom, and have thus
far falled to do so.

The publle at this time finds
itself well satisfied by photoplay,
radic and the dally comlie strips
in the newspapers. However, there
is an element in the population
which still retains a sentimental
liking for the flavours of its youn-
Eer days, not all! of which the stage
and screen seem to them to have
brought along.

As | was saying—Iisn't it diffi-
cult to keep on the subject? I ask-
ed an innocent question pertain-
ing to the fire at Jefferdon the
other day, and the gentleman of
whom I asked the guestion start-
ed his reply with the fire at Jef-
ferson all right, but when I stag-
gered away a half-hour later he
was telling about an attack of
prickly heat he once had in Ari-
zona—as [ was saying, [ say, the

And the sum of its meaning, out-
side, insjde,

Is no more nor less than the one
word “‘we.”””

A question much favored by
oldsters when [ was a kid related
to the size of the moon as it ap-
peared to the eyes of a very young
person. “How big does the moon
appear to you?” the wise oldster
asked, and some kids replied “as
big as a dinner plate” ard otbers
replied ““as big as a barrel head,”
and still others replied “as big as
a world,” A belief existed amongst
the oldsters that a reply to this
question threw a light upon the
character of the kid, perhaps it
did so, but I was never able to
definitely determine what the
light revealed.

Conditions, I reckon, have much
to do with a person’s judgment in
such matters. A man who told me
somewhat more than two years
ago that a silver dollar looked as
big to him as a full moon inform-
ed me yesterday that the swelling
had beem reduced considerably of
late. Possession appears at times
to lessen value. I have heard ba-
bies cry for the moon, and there
is some reason for believing that
the parents would have taken the
moon down and given it to the lit-
tle darlings had it been possible
for them to do so. It is fortunate
that we, with our present egquip-
ment of mentality, were unable

had a quality which some others
of the season's bills had failed to
catch. This may have been due fn
some degree to the mood in which
I looked at the shaw. More than
one fairly meritorious eantertain-
meént has been damned because
the damner chanced to be in the
wrong mood.

But it may also have been due
somewhat to the presence, as
program director, of & former or-
nament of the varieties, a man
approaching 70, who did an old-
time step or two and sprung =
numbe: of old-fashioned gags and
Sang a song in a surprisingly good
voice. A half-way down-and-outer,
I reckon, but not bad at all. The
stage bill included two rather pret-
ity dance numbers one Spanish the
other of the sert know as “strip,”
which succeeded ‘. being sensa-
tional without being vulgar. And
there was a skating act, which was
somewhat commonplace perhaps.
but done by two youngsters, a boy
and a girl, whose sincerity was so
apparent that it was Impossible to
help liking them, The bill ended
with a clamor of recalls for a trio
of musicians, two womén with vi-
olins and a man with an accord-
jon. This act included a mandolin
solo and a song or two, and the
audience, young and old, Tiked it.

to be beyond a certain point in
furthering our amhitions. It would
add considerably to the burdens
of family Hife to have a moon to
take care of. Still, it might go a
long way toward solving MuSso-
lini’s territorial problem.

HERE AND THERE

Marconi's definition of science:
“A lantern in a forest™ . . . Tal-
lulah Bankhead, for many moons
missing from the Salem screem,
is to ‘“do” Scarlet O’Hara in the
film version of ‘““Gome With the
Wind™” . . . Mrs. Simpson is re-
ported in the *“big’ news to have
lost 10 pounds in weight . . .
Queen. Apparent Juliana of Hol-
land, married recently, wore red
flannel under her wedding gown,
and the bridesmalds wore red
flannel under their gowns, and
taken all in al?! it was a good sen-
sible Dutch wedding. I like the
Duteh . . . “Life is mostly froth
and bubble; two things stand like
stone: kindness in another’s trou-
courage im one's own.”"—
. I hear of a

Some folks sre hard as the
dickens to understand. There was
Wiz Hopkins, who lived about two
miles up the creek from Majon's
Corners. Wiz Baid coffee kept him
awake nights when he drank it
for supper, but he always drank
it for supper because if he didn’t
he got a sort of weak feeling in
his stomach, and when he got up
in the morning he groaned a heap

A window opened a mere crack
when the outside air is cold pro-
vides as much ventilation as a

?
i
_E

day. No special enthusiasm mnoted
in their reports . . . I gather that
Mount Hood will get most of next
week’s snow and fce party . .. An

!b‘hm bet e e 1
- weeén e in mo-
Ten Years Ago tion pictures and home folks. Not
i many types o&:onty or character

January 81, 1927 in the tilms | are not duplicat-

Pay of legislators will be in-| ed in Salem. Yes, and improved

crefged by $5.00 &
umma?’m

Co-op 011 Plant
Has Good Report

The Marion county Farmers
Union oil company, ta its annual
meeting this week at Mt Angel,
elected Ernest Werner of Silver-
ton, Warren Gray of Marion and
Joe Wawre of ML Angel to’ the
l board of directors. The directors

named Werner president and Wav-
re, vice-president. Joe Brockhause
secretary-treasurer

$69,045.07

1935, wilh net earnings from op-
erations for 1936 at $3723.36. Net
profit for 1935 was $3891.17.

A patronage dividemd

J 20, 1936, totaled :vu.n
“ ] . .
snd a second
at the end of ) year

$1162.08, bringing the total div-
{dend for the year to $1953.87.

:
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in 1936, against §$38.991.88 for |
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CHAPTER XXXII-

In the spring, when the aecac-
ia trees were sweet with their
feathery yellow bloom, and flow-
ering fruit trees all over Berk-
eley burst into pink and white
and coral glory, Christie’s at-
torney, Nelson Pierce, drove up
to Spanish Pass to talk to some
of the people who had known
Adolphus Cooper.

“Want to come?” he had ask-
ed her.

Want to come? Her whole be-
ing ached with homesickness for
the mountains. To smell the
pines. To feel the slippery pine
needles thick under her feet. To
see the first wild flowers., Butter-
cups, Indian paint brush, Jon-
nie Jump Ups, and the little wild
violets, purple and white,

Above all, to see the old house
again. Just to look at it from
the outside. Even that would be
heaven.

But she couldn't ask Janet
Woods to keep Donny for a
whole day, and she couldn’'t take
him on such a long drive.

“N—no—I don't believe I do,”
she told him,

So he went alone, and just to
keep her mind off of it she
spent the day washing woodwork
and windows, and waxing floors,
pausing only lomn g enough to
rescue Donny frfom the coerners
he got into with his ‘“‘walker,”
loaned by Janet whose “Sister”
didn't need it any more, and to
answer him as he recited his
vocabulary over and over—

“Mmm — Dada — Mumm —
Dada—"' f

“Yes, darling! Mummum {is lis-
tening—Daddy will come bye and
bye.”"

But her mind was miles away.

Next day Nelsom Pilerce came
out to see her.

*Not much lu¢k,” he sald.

“] was afrajd mnot. Dad never
talked much, you know.”

“Evidently not. I found plenty
who kmew you as his daughter,
though. Let's see, Hector Bloom-
er is one—remember him?"

“Remember him! My goodness,
he kept store there, ever since 1
can remember. Gladys Platt and
I .used to buy All day suckers
and potato ¢hips there! But 1
never liked hiz wife because she
was one of tha church ladies who
told Dad he oughtn't to let me
ron wild—that was before h_o
married Aunt Nettie, of course.”

] dare say. About your Aunt
Nettie. She's prepared to put a lot
of money into this thing. In fact
she’s already spent a lot. McGlinn
and Stanley have had a man in
Alaska and they've got everything
cold. Of course we have traced
your—your father's activities, but
most of those old timers are dead
now.

«] haven't got the records of his
marriage, but it must have been
a good tem years before you were:
born—maybe longer. You didn't
tell me that Mimi was 36 when

{ won't!

but full of fight still, and strong
as a horse.

“He'd already made two for-
tunes—one in gold on the Yukon
and another in a dance hall apd
gambling place he had in Dawson,
Then he sold out and moved to
Nome when the rush came there,
and he picked up another fortune.

“Mimi didn't wark long as an
entertainer. They moved around
a lot after the rush was over, and
made a couple of trips to Seattle
before they finally closed up and
came back here to the states, Yes,
he made a lot of money, Mr=. Lath-
ln.ll

“I can see him as a miner—he
ulways liked mines and he always
had some prospecting going on
somewhere. But [ can't think of
Dad running & gambling
pl.na "

“Well, Alaska was a pretty
rough place at one time—"

“I know. But Dad was so dif-
ferent. So quiet. And Mim! was s0
gentle and sweetl.

“Ot course, I do know that she
sang ballads—Dad told me about
that once—and I know it was true,
but I can't see how a young girl
like that ever happened to go to
a place like Nome.

“I told you that Aunt Nettie
would mnever talk about It. And
heaven knows their family—the
Geddes — were respectable
enough! I wasn’t much more than
a baby when Dad took me back
there—after Mimi died, you know
—but I can still remember the
stiff, early Victorian house and
the afternoon colfee partieg and
Grandma Geddes im black silk.”

“But they're all dead, Mrs. La-
tham. The only one who could
throw any light on it is this al-
leged aunt of yours, Nettie Ged-
des Cooper, and depend on it, she
Of course, if I can get a
little more positive Iinfermation
such as she won't care to have
ajred in a courtroom—""

“What do you mean?” she ask-
ed, uneasily.

“Well—old famlily history—
such—as—" '

He hesitated. Latham's wife
was inclined to be difficult at
times. And he was having diffi-
culties enough without adding to
them,

“Such as what?'" ; -

“Well—why Mimi left home
and went to Alaska, for one thing.
You will admit that doesn't sound
very well, and it as I think there
was a good reason for it, Nettie
Cooper, with her social aspirations
isn’t going to like that vyery
much!" .

“I won't have my mother drag-
ged into it! I don"t care what she
d::. lldu't even want to hear
about it. And if you're going to
try to win the case that way you
can stop right mow, because I—
Oh-excuse me—that's the door-
bell—* .

Just her luck. A eollector. But
one of ones,

“How about a little check for
Gorman‘s Wood and Coal com-
pany?*

“Oh! Well, not today, but I
thl:t next week—"

me, and dom't worry,” he sgid
br mu,. He rose to EO.

“But [ mean that about my
mother!"™

“She wasa't your mother. That
much is clear. I still hope to prove
that Adolphus Cooper was your
father, but we know definitely
that Mimi Geddes Cooper wasan't
your mother. Didn't I make that
clear before?”

“Oh, yes. I understand that,
It's the way I feel about her. I
won’'t have anything against her
come out in court—not if I never
get a nickel!™

He was a patient, kindly
but he had spent time and money
on this case. What's more, he had
Eiven up an afternoon of golf at
the Wildwood club to come oul
here to talk to her.

“I'm afraid it’s a little late to
assume such an attitude. Please
believe 1 am working in your best
interests and leave it all to me!"

He left brusquely, leaving her
alone with her new, disturbing
fears. -

L ] L] L L ]

Christle wanted to talk things
over with Donald, but she couldn’t
bring herself to do it. He thought
she was sentimental about Mimli
anyway, and he told her, over and
over again, that the entire case
was likely to take more courage
than she'd have.

“You don’t know me,” she sald
hotly. “I may be sort of shy, but
when I have to do things I can dé
them. Remember the time I went
to 8St. John's hospital and talked
to the superintendent of nurses
when I wanted & job there? My
knees were positively knocking to-
gether, but I made myself do it.

“And it certaianly took courage
to go to Aunt Netlie the way I
did. Why, I'd rather face a dozen
courts than go through THAT
again. Besldes I'm llke Dad—I'm
a fighter!™ -

He bad smiled, a little sadly.

“Perhaps we're all brave in our
own way. It's when we're cylied
upon to be brave in a way we were
not expecting, that we smash!”

She knew that he was thinking
of himself. He had beem brave
enough to give up time and money
and strength to work on that the-
ory of his. He hadn't minded hav-
[ing people tell him he was crazy,
or being poor, or risking his

health., He'd have dled for the
cause, If necessary. It was this
other thing—the mnotoriety, the
unfair criticism, that was proving
too muech for him. ;

...' - — i .‘.'I..-_‘.:‘ 3 } ..’
de:'qu b's
1'_*5-‘*:_‘@, T e i AR
N e S s &

man, -

£ ¥



