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Candidates and Charges

ERE came through the mails the other day an envelope
with a Spokane datemark, containing folders purportmg

to give the lowdown of Willis Mahoney, one-time mayor
and city clerk of Tekoa, Wash., now mayor of Klamath Falls
and candidate on the democrat-Townsend ticket for United
States senator. One of the folders was signed “A Spokane
democrat”, which is authentic, because there are several up
re. :
n Now we note that State Chairman Priaulx of the re-
publicans has issued a disclaimer, both general and s?eqlfic
against being party to any such form of campaigning in
order to elect the republican candidate, Charles H. McNary.
The disclaimer ought not to be needed, because requns:ble

. party heads as a rule do not mess up in such peddling of
personal charges. - -

There seems to be a sort of noblesse oblige l)y which
party organizations abstain from uncovering the lid on the

. opposition candidate’s past. It is like the protection which
armies in the world war are charged with extending to
enemy munition works. The theory of not calling the other
candidate a liar and a crook may be the fear that he will

¥’do the same to your own candidate. That is the only plausible
explanation. In the 1930 campaign Os West rented the Port-
land armory to tell “the truth” about Julius Meier, but at

_the eleventh hour some hand (his wife’s, Os said) restrained
him; so the “truth” was never told. It wouldn’t have made
any difference anyway. The people were hell-hbent for Meier
#s inheritor of the Joseph mantle, and no blackening of his
character would stop them. _ )

‘ This use of personalities in a campaign _is something
whose effect is difficult to judge. A candidate may be a man
of almost impeceable virtue, but some critic will find a tiny
bit of fault with him, use it skillfully; and presto, he is
defeated. Again, some candidate may be notorious as a scoun-
drel and a crook, and the people will not hold it against .hlm.
electing him in spite of his personal reputation. There is no

« explanation for this blind spot on the part of the voters. It

~ is just one of those things in social psychology which makes
politics intensely interesting.

These yarns about Mahoney may be all true. They were
used against him two years ago when he ran for governor.
But those who support him will pay no attention to what
they dig up on him over in Washington. They- will even
concede the truth of the-eharges, and still be loyal: For-
tunately a sufficient number of people know he is just a
political mountebank, crazy for a good-paying job. Even
the democrats are deserting him for McNary.

Declining Salmon Industry
HE report from Astoria covering the 1936 fishing season
is that the pack was 17 per cent under 1935 and 30 per
cent under-1934. It is also reported that the shortage oc-
curred despite the fact that the season was uninterrupted
by labor- troubles, which last year cut the season 15 days
short. Also, the report says that the payroll fell under one
million dollars for the first time in the history of the
industry there.
What is the explanation? One is due.
: Some years ago the state of Oregon, in respense 'to
pleas of fishermen at the river mouth, barred certain types
of fishing gear on the upper river. It was urged that such
action was necessary to prevent depletion of the fish run;
and it was further predicted that by stopping the taking of
salmon in the narrows, as they were bound for spawning
grounds, the annual runs would be increased or at least
preserved.
- This prohibition of traps and seines on the upper river
has been in effect for some years and the state should be
able to see the results of the closure. Since Astoria promoted
the initiative to close the upper river for gear, it should be
called an to explain why the results are not coming up to
expectations now. Like many other people, we voted for the
iritiative with virtually no knowledge of the fishing business,
- in the hope that it would preserve and build up the industry.
.Now, we wonder, what the answer will be. We are sure the
=™ wvery competent Astorian-Budget will have one; and we
would like to hear it. =

Bishop Gallagher’s Interview
ISHOP Gallagher of the Detroit diocese has just returned
from a trip to Rome. In his interview on arrival he made
it clear that he stands right behind his famous radio
priest, Father Coughlin. While criticising the priest for
calling the president a liar, the bishop not only defends his
liberty to speak but seemingly puts the power of holy church
behind Coughlin’s program. After praising the priests's at-
tack on communism and his interpreting the papal encyclicals
on social questions, the Detroit bishop said: -
“It is the volce of God speaking through the holv father
‘and reaching you through the orator of Royal QOak.
“I hope you mnever lose courage and continue to rally

behind him until victory rests on the banners of the National
Union for Social Justice.”

This appears to mean that the Catholic church is en-
dersing the political program of Father Coughlin. We do
not believe the church has any such purpose and that Bishop
Gallagher has either been misquoted or has spoken too freely.
It is one thing to extend tolerance to a priest in his non-
clerical activities; it is quite another thing to endorse the
specifie program he advocates. If the latter is true then the
conclusion would be that the Catholic church is behind the
candidacy of Lemke, which is quite preposterous, as Cath-
olics are supporting various candidates.

There really should be a more definite statement, if
necessary from the Vatican itself, to clear up the confusion
which Bishop Gallagher’s statement creates.

What Is the Plan Now?

R. Townsend proposes to amend his pension plan so as
to make the transaction tax universal, no exemptions;
also to pay pensions of $200 a month to all persons, in-
" cluding those now earning $2400 a year or over. ‘But just
what is the Townsend plan now? The McGroarty bill is
“out”, and its author has broken with Dr. Townsend. Is
there any definite statement of the plan or is the immediate
program the adoption of the constitutional amendment pro-

- posed at Cleveland?

" .~ We raise this question because so many people talk

| “Townsend plan” that we wonder if they are all talking about
the same thing,—particularly the political candidates.

The Spaniards drove the Moors out of Spain and rescued the
peninsula for Christianity some 500 years ago. Now the fascist church
- party is bringing them back to defeat the republican-socialist gov-
ernment. From reports the Moors have lost none of their tricks as
cruel fighters. -
L) e

As Prince of Wales Edward VIII had numerous experiences In
threwn from a horse. Now it is reported from Greecs that
%mtgbmnbueﬁuhn. Edward seems to have trouble
moun )
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Interpreting
the News

By MARK SULLIVAN

| Bits for ch’al%fast '

: By 8. J. HENDRICKS

9-4-36

WASHINGTON, Sept. 3.—Gov-
ernor Landon, inshis address on
education, condemned the so-call-

: ed “teachers’
caths” which
some 23 slate
legislatures have
required teach-
ers to take, He
sald: ’

“Why should
we make teach-
) ing into a sus-
1 - pect  profession,
by making our
teachers take a

; . special oath? .. .
I believe that a teacher has a right
to the same freedom of speech in
expressing his political, social or
religious conrvictions as any other
citizen,

This declaration Governor Lan-
don qualified by adding: *“This
does mot mean that a teacher
should use & classroom to put for-
ward his own pet views and theo-
ries. If he does, he is no longer &
teacher; he is & propagandist . ,.”
The facts underlying this incident
are fairly well known. The charge
has been widely made that some
teachers in some schools teach
communism—teach it, that is, in
the sense of advocating It, causing
pupils to belleve it is better form
of society for America thon the
one we have. To meet this, some
statea have required teachers to
take an oath, differently worded
in different jurisdictions, in
which the teacher promises that
he will not advocate communism
in his classrooms,

Thése “teachers® oaths,” Gov-
ernor Landon condemns. In that,
most persons familiar with hist-
ory will agree. The "“teachers’
oath” has two vices. It imposed
on all a requirement which 1s
properiy applicable only to some,
The spirit of American and Brit-
ish law and government is that
crime, or fault or responsibility
of any kind, is personal and in-
‘djvidyal; that if an individual is
unde blame, the indlvidual
shvuld be treated as an individ-
ual. Requiring“a whole group teo
submit to discipline for something
which only some of the group are
doing is like the practice of mil-
itary governors of conquered ter-
ritories, who often require whole
villages to be respomsible for the
acts of any of the inhabitamts. 1t
proceeds on the primciple of col-
lective responsibility; and it has
no place in a country in which in-
dividualism is the basis of soctety,
A great mljorlpr of our publie
school teachersido not imculcate
communism. To sabject all to an
oath in order to check a few fis
not an American way.

Besides, oaths of this kind are
rarely effective. The history of
religious controversy is dotted
with them. When one religion had
control of the atate, it préscribed
oaths designed to compel acquies-
cence by adherents of the other.
It is doubtful if the device ever
succeeded in stamping out the re-

ed. I once saw on the walls of
Trinity College, Dublin, the oath
by which a Protestant government
during the eighteenth century
tried to insure that no member of
parliament should be a Catholle.
The member was required to
swear that he was not a Catholie,
that he would not become & Cath-
olic, that he took this oath with-
out mental reservation, that he re-
garded perjury as a sin for which
he should be punished in the next
world, and that in taking this
oath he was not relying on the ex-
pectation that the priests of his
church would grant him forgive-
ness for perjury. And so on and
son on, the stolid Anglo-Saxon
mind trying to devise a form of
words which would pin down the
mercurial ceut and hold him fast.
A century and a half later that
Irish parliament is made up of
men almost all Catholic,

No, neither in religious thought
nor in economic can an oath be
relied on to prescribe an undesir-
ed belief,

What, then, is the answer? Gov-
ernor Landon did not meet the
real question. He merely said that
a teacher ‘“should not” use a
classroom to put forward his per-
sonal theory, But suppose a teach-
er does. Suppose a teacher Is not
deterred by Govenor Landon's
gentle admonition.

That some teachers do advocate

communism or socialism in class-
rooms, there can be no doubt. If
the practice did not exist, teach-
ers' oaths would hardly have been
adopted by 23 states. The practice
is not sporadie, it is widespread
and appears to be to some degree
organized. A proposed program
for education recently put forward
by leaders Identified with the na-
tional eduoeation association has
been’ deseribed as “‘an educational
program for a soelalist America."”
The program is called socialist by
one who belleves it, one who is
himself a strong Socialist, Profes-
sor Harold Laski. If such an ed-
ucational program is carried out,
a few successive graduating class-
es from the scheols, becoming new
volers, would make America a
soclalist country,
That teachers ought not to en-
gage in propagating a social sys-
tem alien to the country goes
without saying. Ne one will have
any diffitulty In realizing that a
teacher ought mot to advoecate im
his elassroom a religion aleim to
the country. With the Christian
religion prevailing in America, a
teacher would be grossiy out of
order who in his elassroom would
advocate the Buddhist religion.
And in the field of government
and social organization, commu-
nlsm is as alien to Americs as
Buddhism in religion, \

But we come back to the com-
crete Iact. Some teachers do ad-
vocate communism in the class-
room. Apparently some are zeal-
ots about it, insist upon doing it,
defy disapproval of their doing
it. In this situation, what is to
be done? 1Is the country at the
mercy of the teachers? Do teach-
ers have a license to impose a new
social system on America?t If the
““teachers’ oath” is wromg, what
is the right remedy?

The answer, I suspect, is to be

lgion against which it was direct-

The flax and linen

industry seems on

a basis pointing to big

things in Oregom’s future:
“ %%

(Continuing from yesterday:)
Mrs. Lord had froms almost her
arrival in Oregon, in 1880, been
active in promoting the flax in-
dustry, x

She gave of her time and means
to this work, and,, being an able
woman, she enlisted others in
the cause,

' = % 5%

Dr. Deime] spoke In his letter
to Mrs. Lord, mentionad yester-
day, of the interest E. H. Harri-
man had exhibited during the last
few years of his life.

It was Mrs. Lord who called
the attention of Mr. Harriman to
the matter,

%

“ S

That great rallroad magnate
and financial wizard had, through
personal investigations, become
convinced of the soundness of the
development of a great flax and
linem industry in the Willamett?
valley.

And he had decided to under-
take that very thing, not alome
far the profits that would acerue
to himself and associates from
the industry itself, of which he
was thoroughly convinced.

T % %

But he saw that development
would add enormously to the bus-
iness and wvalues of the railroad
lines which he controlled, includ-
“ing the Union and Southern Pa-
cific systems,

It would create freight and
passenger business, directly and
indirectly,

% % 5

Harriman died September 9th,
1909. Had he lived a few years
longer, this valley would by now
‘have realized Mrs. Lord's dreams.

We would have had a $100,-
000,000 annual flax and linen in-
dustry here—perhaps one of dou-
ble that size.

T %%

This industry, as certain to be
developed in time as that the sun
ghines, grass grows and water
seeks its level, will, directly and
indirectly support, in the Willam-
ette valley above Portland, a pop-
ulation of 10,000,000 people, and
in a high average of comfort and
well being.

e

The flax industry reaches back
to the dawn of civilization; is as
old as history.

But as we see it here it is es-
sentially new,

With two exceptions, every
process of it has been made over
within the last 25 years,

T %%

These are hleaching and dry-
ing.

And artifieial bleaching is com-
paratively young, a German in-
vention of some l. Years ago.

Drying only is as old as the in-
dustry; it must now as always be
done in the sun; to retain its
“life,” that fs, its resiliency, Its
spinabllity,

= %

=

Many systems of artificial dry-
ing have been tried. Each one
leaves the fiber brash, harsh. Any
day, some one may find the cor-
rect formula.

= N %

We harvest tfiber flax with &
puller that enables two men to
lazily do the work 80 tofllers for
6000 years performed in back
breaking drudgery.

We ret with warmed water, re-
ducing time and expense to a fifth
of former less resultful and more
wasteful ways.

We scutch with a machine at a
cost of a fraction of ancient meth-
ods, and with great savings in
amount recovered to the tom of
rettyd straw, even over some quite
recent short-cuts.

T T

The above mentioned processes
relate to the primary stages of
the industry — growing and pro-
cessing up to the fiber stage.

Through all the other process-
es, up to the finest linen fabrics,
short-cuts have been achieved,

And uses of flax manufactures
have been greatly increased in

num ber,
T % %
One of the greatest helps to the
industry, now just entering what

promises to be a rapid expansion
in this valley, is that secured by
United States Senator Chas. L.
McNary; that is,'s bonus of $5 a
ton to the grower for his 193¢
crop.
And the senator, at the ban-
quet tendered to him by the Mt.
Angel Business Men's ¢club on Sat-
urday, August 23, promised that
as large a bonus shall be contin-
ued for 1937 and thereafter, un-
til the plants at Canby, Mt. Angel
and Springfield shall have been
pald for, and a larger bonus if he
can secure it; up to $7.50 or $10
a tom.

T %S
This Is nothing more than falr,
Why? - :
Because it is in line with £ long
established policy of the “¥nited
States government to encourage
practicable new industries on the
land. Surely none is more impor-
tant than the flax industry.

: T WL ©
And this is especlally deserved,
because the present tariff law
gives no protection worth while to
the flax grower, nor fo the pro-
cessing of the straw below the
“yarn” stage,
(Continued tomorrow.)

Health -

By Royal S. Copeland, M.D.

LEPROSY HAS afflicted man-
kind for many centuries. It al-
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Ten Years Ago

September 4, 1926
Loeb and Leopold, youthful
slayers of Bobbie Frank, will
never be pardoned, Governor
Small of Illinols stated today.

Swimming im the Mill ecreek
has been banned because of pollu-
tion.

An incendiary fire was still
blazing today in the state prison
at Walla Walla, Wash.

Twenty_ Years Aso

4, 1018
A “gangster” film stfarring
Dorothy Gish is coming to the
Bligh theatre.

William 8. Hart has been
judged the most popular male
movie star today.

Salem merchaats will only par-
tially observe Labor day by clos-
ing up shop.

found in the same gquarter as the
answers to some other questions
of government. The esseantia] unit
of soclety in America is the local
community of neighborhood sise.
That is the court of last resort.
Its opinion om many subjects Is
expressed by the juries im local
courts. On other matters, its view
is expressed by units of local gov-
ernment. As respects teaching in
the public schools, the view of the

to

eity.
(Copyright, 1936, K. F. 8., Inc)

Filbert Orchard
Fences Charged

EUGENE, Ore., Sept. 3
Deer will be quite shocked if they
attempt to enter B. F. Goodpas-
ture's filbert orchard in the Me-
Kenzie district.

Goodpasture, complaining the
animals have beem stripping foll-
age from his nut trees, is install-
ing an electrically-charged wire
fence, with the aid of Everett H.
Davis, extension eagineer from
Oregon State college.

The electrical charge will not be
sufticient to kill the deer.

Rain Ends Fire Danger
But Harvests Imperiled

BEND,Ore., Sept. 3.—({#)—For-
esters greeted central Oregon®™s
heaviest rainfall since March with
considerable contemtment today
but farmers were a bit worried
about the valuable alsike clover
crop and the second crop of al-
falla. The forest fire hazard was
markedly reduced. Nearly half an
toch of rain fell in the past 24
i Y
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One arrest on a charge of assault | teamsters’

Teamster Strike s marked the st gy 'or'tae

Al Rosser, secretary
k_ml.a.ld

won't even here the real
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“We're not accusing you of any- low at time, rose to an
thing yet. untruths won't get
e m. : mm i e
L ] never .
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“I toll you I was st the Gypsy|3ht P
S [0 Fevauh . S irradiating his rugged face,
“Yuwmthennnnl!ht'!" ! b 3:‘ " .
She nodded, caught. “Yes, prac- o moment they were Alone,
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“I'll use your tel " The se-| ne¢k and clung to him, “You're an
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the wire, and asked to be put m?!e" i
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H k-3 on L
"ﬂﬂahhnuﬂ[ erable ™ gt hlqshls arms wers so comforting,
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5 t‘nmobbnt to en suddenly she drew . back.
tdh::iouomotl.h!-bm?mﬁﬁtat'n :I*.?n“thhd‘ hope, & pur-
ou = e
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She breathed a frllr-hm but I'm sure I know whe
was & respite. . ! it
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hu:.ﬂ -Hoﬂm“v V8 siow- affair's beyond us. It's in the | Princo that had into her sub-
ly usly to Vernon. of the law now.” , conscious mind d their brief
“What I‘liii;“?;lmdm -It-lron'tbe—not gyon she had
business what as I say—if agree to my |carelessly forgotten ignored —
The two men looked at each other, &darhul you must—you | now rose to lu:tl::.
then the elder said: “Dom't you t—"__she pl frantically—
know that we can put you under ar-|« mmttghthin;km' t of '
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your movements?” Don’t you know 'va got to mgres fto
s of s ewt Fhet mrant i edl 52
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girl out there "—he nodded towards o“, c.;.-t.R inly Jm.h"g
e o g - g g i dickens of & mass. Tt = standal
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g ol Belier had - to be as & i
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