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Limits of Social Burdens
people who prate so glibly of social security, of gen-
erous old age pensions, of abundant life fcr the destitute

of the budget prepared
for the next hlalnllm':, $13,125,600. These items are new

state budget in recent years; yet they are the approximate
::tnlﬁ: of average state appropriations for four bien-
ni 1929-30 the total state appropriaticns for support
of all state activities, except gelf. boards, was only
$16,733,287; for 1931-32 $15,274,662; for 1933-34 $11,283,-
151; and the approved budget submitted for 1935-36 was
only $10,017,952. While it is true that for the item of old
age assistance the federal government will pay one-half and
the counties one-quarter, yet the whole is an added burden
which must be borne by the public. The state's share of the
million dollar social security budget-will be about six
million dollars. This is in addition to the special faxes now
by percentages of payrolls, which are on a
increasing to a total of nine per cent.
of this startling increase In expenditures
of candidates for office who advocate in-
and its at public expense. Congress-
speech the other day, expressed bpposition
uirement of conveyance of property to the
government in return for pensions. The great virtue of this
requirement now is to keep people off the pension rolis
, they do not want to lose their property; and it en-
courages children to support their elders with the prospect
of inheriting the property. With such a requirement cancelled
the rolls would jump. Another increase looms around the
corner with the threatened increase in pension rolls if the
age is lowered from 70 years to 65 years.

Even for relief no diminution in the social burden is

in sight. The relief committee budgets $3,600,000 for the
biennium, which is about its current-rate, and has some.
fears as to the adequacy of this if the rolls are increased
much by destitute immigrants from the drouth belt.
»  We po}nt out the item of cost because it is so large. It
represents immediately the increasing of the state’s own
appropriations by fifty per cent, with positive assurance of
continued increase. Part of the cost will be derived from
liguor revenues. Where will the remainder come from? How
will the state be able to provide the funds to provide social
gecurity on the scale now demanded?

In our opinion it will come at the cost of the standard
of living of the people of the middle years. The taxes will be
buried in higher prices for goods and services, which simply
means a higher living cost for family groups. It is popular
#0 urge plucking the feathers off the fat geese; but it must
‘ot be forgotten that after a few pluckings the fat geese
.refuse to grow more feathers.

It is right and proper for society to extend a helping
hand to the destitute and the underprivileged, and to ease
‘the way for the impoverished aged. The record of human
experience shov's however that when the burden is assumed
by the state its.volume and cost grow. Society can assume
these added jal burdens only as fast as its techniques
improve for production and distribution of wealth. The

i

. machine has greatly increased production and this has en-
" abled more and more fion-producers to live. Fairer distribu-

tion may reduce the degree and extent of destitution. But
the publi¢c must understand that piling on the load too heavily
at a given time may break down either the fiscal machinery
or the economic machinery which sustains public finance.

Our planning commission is busy trailing various
ideas. Has it given any thought to the future of state finance
in view of the increasing demands for social security?
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2y Lorimer to Retire '

f Hﬂ late Cyrus H. K. Curtis was a publishing genius; and
a most important element of that genius was his

¢ capacity for picking able editors: Edward Bok for

Ladies Home Journal and George Horace Lorimer for Sat-

urday Evening Post. The Post asserts on its cover that it

was founded by Benjamin Franklin in 1728. Its real prestige

‘ however dates from 1897 when Curtis bought it and in-

stalled Lorimer as its editor. With Lorimer's skill in se-
lection of material to appeal to the mass mind of America and
the publisher’s skill in exploiting national advertising whose
amazing results were just discovered with the turn of the
century, the Post became the magazine marvel of the age.
Lorimer “dated” himself with his early contributions to
the Post, notably his ‘“Letters from a Self-made Merchant
#o His Son". He remained the Post’s editor for a total span
of 38 years; but those “Letters”, first appearing serially in
and then in book form, identified him for his whole
humor, redolent of the packing house
merchant presided, their accurate car-
of America-coming-of-age, were good literary re-
In the same mood was Lorimer's “Old Gorgon
Graham".

. Announcement is made now that Lorimer will retire
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of character for a “popular”
“has been:for entertainment and information rather thap

., an associate editor for the past 12 years. While the
o Lorimer has reached an age (68) when relinquish-
of editorial duties may seem timely, ohe wonders if
: his going there will be a change in the editorial policy
Post. For that publication has become the most trench-
eritic of the new deal, fighting it with a persistency and
gn "equaled by few strictly partisan organs. The
has asserted its political independence, and based iis
to the national administration’s program on the

i D &fe its grave danger to American institutions, Never-

vigor of its campaign has appeared somewhat out
weekly whose apparent field

! 8. The bias has not seemingly impaired the Post’s
' ;and the revenues of the publishing company have
fair upturn with improved conditions; but the ob-
» cannot help wondering if after January 1st the
‘editorial the Post may not revert to rather mild
visible evils. Or will the result of the elec-

the Post's spirited warnings against
and encroachment on liberty?

' headlines the East Oregonian.
“knock, knock™ manner, Réamt be said that
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can press consgists of priva
owned newspapers and periodicals.
Therefore, Mr. Browder said, the
press in America is commlitted to
what he calls the “capitalist sys-
tem" as against the commaunist
system. _

At that some of the nélwspaper
audlence bristled az little, =nd
when the question period ecame
they gave Mr. Browder a rather
ancomfortabla timé They asked
him whether communist Russia
has freedom of the press. He sald
it has because, ag he put it, the
Russian official press says what
99 per cent of the Russian péople
believe. A guestioner accepied Mr.
Browder's statistics for the sake
of argument, and then asked him
whether communist Russia would
tolerate the existence of any news
paper expressing the views of the
ona per cent minority. Mr. Browd-
ed-answered sharply, “Ne.” He
added—as If this explained it—
“Russian communism. belleves in
majority rule.” o

At that much of the audience
langhed, some a little jeeringly.
They saw Lt he .corcllary of Mr.
Browdar's priaciple, Complate,
the statemaent would be: “Rusgian
communism believes in majority
rule—and minority gilence”
That illustrates the heart of the
communist conception of govern-
ment (and also of the fascist con-
ception). Minorities, and individ-
uals, have no rights which the
government needs to respeet. Dis-
sent, opposition, eriticism—all
these are ireason and must not
be allowed to express themselves.

Communism's repression of
freedom of opinion, and the Am-
erican system's permlission of #t.
amonunt to a paradox which Is cur-
fous and may become serious. Let
ug put it this way:

The American system permits
freedom of opinion, Communiam
takes advantage of that freedom.
Communism publishes newspapers
in New York and glsewhere, com-
munism publishes' books. Com-
munists make speeches which the
press reports, The communist
candidate for president recently
made a radio speech. He makes &
speech (o the mest important”
press club in the country. But—
if communism succeeds in Ameri-
ca, communism will promptly and
forcibly forbid freedom of expres-
sion. To put the paradox amother
way: The American system per-
mits freedom of speech. As com-
munism grows in America, Amer.
iea will need to do some thinking
about that paradox.

Mr. Browder said that he and
his party regard, as their chief
concern, the arising of facslam in
Amerfica. He sald fasclsm is under
way here, As proof, he cited a con-
versation he had had with a re-
ported (whom he did not name)
on a newspaper (which he did not
name), The mameless reporter
had talked with an executive of
a large business (likewise name
less). The reporter had asked the
business executive what the busi-
ness executive would do if  Mr.
Roosevelt wins the coming elee-
tion. The executive replied ‘‘we
won't take It lying down.” That
superlatively anonymous evidence
was all the proof Mr. Browder
produced to shov that fascism is
arising in America.

Neverf{heleas there Is some basis
for Mr, Browder's apprehension
about fascism. In countries in
which communism gets a foot-
hold, fascism warises as a kind of
antidote to it. That has been the
pattern in Italy, Germany and
Spain. When Mr, Browder express-
ed fear of fascism in America, he
was really expressing hope of com-
munism. If he did not expect that
communism would make formid-
able progress here, he would not
fear that faasclam would arise
here,

What America—that i, the

part that belleves in the American
aystem—needs to apprehend are
three things, They are: commu-
nism, fasclsm, strife between the
two. '
If-anybody knows what is the
best course to avert these thres,
that is the course he belleves
the American. system ought to
take. To Americans, communism
angd fascism are equally odlous.
Both regard dictatorship, both get
rid of parliamentary government.
Both regard dissent as treason
and ruthlessly stamp it down,
Both defy freedem of the press,
and of opinion. Both deny free-
dom of religion, Both defy that
the individogal has any rights
which government needs to re-
spect. Both assert that govern-
ment has unlimted right of com-
pulsion upon the individual,

The only materia] difference
between fascism and commusnism
is that fascism permits private
ownership of property., while
communism denies it, And that
difference s likely to be
ephemeral. A fascist dictator, like
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{Continuing from=.yesterday:)
When Hearst bought the New
York Journal, he took with him
three of his star workers on the
Examingr staff, They were Homer
Davenport, Arthur Brisbane and
Ella Wheeler Wileox, |

He was soon paying Davenport
$25,000 a year, Brisbane is sup-
M’tr‘!ht:r %uicu prefed :w;
bove $350,000 annusily, snd Ei-
;: Wheeler Wilcox earned world

me. o
' Homer bhoarded with Mrs. Oline
in Sam Francisco. She had gone
from the Silverion mection. But
that is too long a story to repeat

here,
N T :

Homer Davenport, hora 1867,
died at 45, in 1512, A short but
great life, He was in his time the
world's leading cartoonist.

He was at home alike in palace
and log cahin, or an Arab shefk's
tent, 1

He drew the only picture ever
made.of the old and last sultan of
Turkey.

% %

%

He ranged in far places; from
Mesopotamis to other ends of the
earth, But his mind evér came
back to Silverton and the Waldo
Hills, He wrote wistfuily:

“Sllverton will always remain
the same, with noe ‘memory sec-
ond, Silverton has always been to
me the greatest city in the world.
The. strangest part of Silverton Is
that it never releases me a day
from fts hold. A day never pass-
es that I do not hurry over ita
streets and see its last remaining
ploneers, and in my vislon replace:
those that Wave gone.

“] yet hear the roar of Silver
ereek as It pours like a gheet of’
silver over the mill dam, I have!'
thought of it while seated in the’
ruing of the Colosseum at Rome, |
thought of it in London, Paris and
Counstantinople, . . . while resting
in the death llke silence of the
Sphinx; . . . told of it near the
Euphrates; . . . among the wild
tribes of the Anegel, . . . It holds

The Safety
Valve

Letters from
Statesman Readers |

me with something I cannot de-

My Ry Wy

And much, much more. And he
meant every word. How ap-
propriate that slesps here
in Bllverton's cemetery, his rest-
ing place marked by a tall shaft
to the cost of which friends aad
admirers over the wide world eon-
tributed,

%S %% :

Homer Davenport sald of Sil-
verton: “I could never expect to
find another such community.
Where else could one fird a firm
like Coolidge & MeClaine, start-
ing im partnership without a
bookkeeper They never even kept
& pencil aceount of anything.
When Jake McClaine saw his part-
ner with a new pair of pants on,
whether-he, McClaine, needed any
or not, he took from the store &
pair just to balance the books, and
that was their method,

“They played falr with each
other, starting with some calves
they bought in the fall of the year
and from that deal this firm grew
and grew until it is one of the
biggest on the Pacific coast.”

. T %%
Not long before Homer passed
(Continued on page 9)

August 30, 193¢
John W. Minto, prominent Ia
Multnomah and Marion counties,
for many years as a pesce offi-
cer and later postmaster, died at
his home near Damascus where!
he suffered a stroke of paralysis.

380 over those of August, 1925,

Frank McEKnight will be able
to come to the United States and
Salem to install the linen mill un-
der construction here according
to a telegram received here by
Senator Charles L. MecNary from
immigration authorities.

’ Twenty Years Ago

August 30, 1916
Fear of Impending raflway
strike might stop shipment of
green frult,

Appeal is made to congress by
president, but railroad authorities
all over couniry expect strike.

Charles Bler, native of Salem.
passed away today. He was g clo-
thing . salesman and connected
with the Salem Woolen Mills

ON OUR WAY-—-WHERE?

To the Editor: :

In your editorial *Hired to
Spend,” you say our national in-
come iz 60 millions. - Of course
you mean billions.,. But that 2%
tax is levied om dally transac--
tions, and to give an idea of the
great possibilities of the 2% tax
take the antomobila industry.
Ford puts out one milljon ecars in
a year. It is logiecal put . the
number of all other makes at one
and one-half millions—the num-
ber of trucks, busses and tractors
at one million, makiag three and
one-half millions of $5600 tramsac-
tions—congervative—that would
be 17 billlon 500 million dollars
subject to the 29 transactipns
tax and we have hardly started.

As to spreading joba, What
would youy do? No answer. You
no doubt read J. W. Kelley's lot-
ter in last Sunday’s Oregonian,

He said “Industry has come back
and with efficlency and better ma- |
chines without touching the pool
of unemployed.” The OARP is
your answer—the only way out.

Everyone would be free of the
fear of want in old age — could
spend as they wished — keep the
money in circulation-not hogrded
in banks.

As to the economies. The OARP
would be better than to feed from
seven to 10 million needy people
indefinitely, As to the ethiecs of
the OARP, the people over 60
years are pretty well distributed
over the United Stateg and they
are the only class that cam put
the monsy in circulation. Young
people wounld not want the job.
They want g chance to find out
what they ean do and it would
not be right for them to stop
gainful labor. We do not get the
$200 by taking it away from men
o! mature years with many chil-
dren. It is a transactions tax and
everybody pays higher prices for
what they buy; but there will be
no profiteering; thers will be too
much competition, and there Is
another check to high prices, We
can start our own plants if we
are overcharged. Way back yon-
der when industry. was going full
steam shead you never heard a
man of mature years or a young
man complaining they were too
busy. § T

I do not think the OARP spend-
ing plan is demolished very badly.
While the bonus money was be-
ing spent the Statesman printsd
several reports of business pick-
ing up in the northwest. That
shows that there iy no argument
which can be put up to prove
that when the Townsendites start
apending we won't be on our way.

Respectiully,
M. W. RULIFBON.

R. 2, Box 59, Salem,

WHO GOT IT?

To the Editor:

I notice in a late ishue of the
Statesman that G. W. Potts, presi-
dent of the Farm Union m Ore-

be a fact 1 would like to know
wWas
raised by the uniops through the

Health

By Royal 8. Copeland, M.D.

Ten Years Ago |

August building permits $60,-|

“GLITTERING GIRL”
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-Gl AlS, Aug. 29.—On Aug-
ust 26, 1911, Clydoéﬁntﬂoﬂh Dbe-




