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~ Unbeautiful Willamette
I XCEPT in seasons of flood most people know the Willam-
etteé river at Salem as a moat separating Salem from

West . Salem, crossed by a bridge. It is used a little for
transport of logs or operation of a freight steamer to Port-
land which comes in and goes out so guietly that few know

whether it is operating or not. The community uses the river

as a source of municipal water from one end of town and as
a carrier for its sewage at the other end of town. So far as
the river's entering into the consciousness of the residents as
other than a geographical fact the scere is practically zero.
The river is ignored; and very decisively, so far as the city
is concerned “Beautiful Willamette” exists only in an old
poem which Sam Simpson, one-time editor of The Statesman,

Some day people will wake up to the possibilities of mak-
ing the river a real civic asset, on its course through the
city. We speak not of it as an economic asset, though that
should come in greater degree, but as a beauty spot and
recreational feature.

Most cities, it may be said, are located on rivers, large
or small. The older cities have come to realize the value of
improving river fronts. Salem residents who have #raveled

. have seen what has been done in this way in some of those
cities, At Columbus, Ohio, on the small Secioto river, the
“river front has been made g real civic center. A wall was
‘constructed on the riverside. On the terrace a driveway, with
turn-around at the end was laid out. Public buildings were
erected in the area overlooking the water. The development
transformed the district into a spot of beauty.

Cedar Rapids, Iowa, has made over an island in the
Cedar river into a civic center, with a public auditorium
and other public buildings in the center of an attractively
landscaped and waterscaped area. A number of years ago the
city of Des Moines redeemed the waterfront along the old
Des Moines river from a crowded and uncomely spot into a
district now the city's pride.

What could be done with the Willamette here? The
stretch from the:Spalding yards north to the canneries could
‘be acquired and parked, with a seawall in front, with steps
leading to a landing for small boats. Driveways could be

id out and the rest of the strip covered with grass, flower-

and trees and shrubs. On the West Salem side the tract

' the road and the river could be cleared of all build-

ngs and kept as a park. It would have to remain low to

accommodate river overflow, but that flood wouldn't damage
the park. This improvement has previously been agitated.

Where will the money come from? That question is the
sticker, of course ; because the property could not be acquired
from private owners or the improvements put in without
great expense. We cannot answer the question. But money
will come, in the course of time, either from private donation
or by public assumption of the burden, if the project is given
publicity and the possibilities sketched to the people. Im-
mediate action is not expected, which will comfort those who
fear a fresh imposition of burden, However, the goal may be
set, the subject may be discussed and sentiment for the im-
provement created. The city will grow in wealth and in ability
to take on such burdens. The danger is it may wait so long
the cost burden will become far greater in comparison, if the
grounds would be improved with substantial structures.

At least, the topic is worthy of consideration.

Putting the Hex on Landon

IX governors confessed their disappointment over Lan-

don’s speech of acceptance. Now Secretary Ickes adds his

contribution of gloom, because, he says, Landon was once
friendly to many of the proposals of the new deal. Landon’s
vice, so it appears to Ickes, is that he is not a Tory, not a
black reactionary, not a scion of Wall street, not an economic
royalist. Landon’s vice is that he at one time cooperated with
the Roosevelt administration in some of its alphabetical ad-
ventures. _ 1

There need be no worry over such a charge. The repub-
licans of the country, as Senator McNary said at his farm
home recently, were genuinely cooperative with the admin-
istration when it came into office. They even laid aside some
of their own beliefs in order to help Roosevelt meet the
problems at hand. But such cooperatiion by no means meant
approval of the program as a permanent policy; nor did it
mean the republicans could not later urge a change when the
policies failed. Most of these undertakings were grants of

. -power in blank. Republican congressmen joined in the grant
of power, without knowledge of how it would be used. If the
- power was unwisely used, as it so proved it many cases, then
the republicans are not directly responsible therefor. The
Statesman, for example, cooperated with NRA both in its
plant operations and in its editorial and news policy. At the
same time it made predictions that the NRA plan for regi-
g:nting business would fail, predictions which swiftly came
e.

At Cleveland the republicans sought to find a man who
could NOT be charged with being a reactionary, a member
of the old guard, a tory. They selected Landon, in part be-
cause he represented a new and fresher viewpoint; precisely
to meet the croakings of the democrats that the party was a
tool of Wall street. Now that Landon is the nominee it finds
he is being blasted because he has some marks of the new
deal upon him, and the blasting comes from the new dealers

But wg incline to this opinion that he represents rather ac-
curately the present attitude of the wvast majority of the
American people regardless of party: a desire to promote
8 » without any radical overturn of our form of gov-
ernment or of the economic order; plus a conviction that that
can be done. The American people went along with Roosevelt
on the new deal in its early days; but they too are fed up on
it, and now anxious to get back to sanity and solid ground in
and economics. That is why the Landon and Knox
has met with approval. Incidentally that is why
of Farley, et al, has been ogzing fast since the
convention.

g o ~ Garner Makes a h

+ BJICE President Garner unbuttoned his lips enough to make
‘ & speech to the folk back in Texas, and his few informal
e o . ks 1 s :
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the News

By MARK SULLIVAN

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6 — One
aspect of the many-sided change
now urder way in America is the

o gui] organizyd effort

of the Democra-
tic national com-
mitiee to gat the
Negro vole as a
mass for Mr.

—

Roosevelt and

th e Democratic

. |- ticket. Fos the

tirst time I ima~

gine, a Demoera-

tic national

headquarters has

- Mark Su & Negro sectiom,
with eastern and westerm divie
sions, manned by Negreo leaders,
designed to organize the Negre
vole and get It cast for the Demo-
cratic nominee for president. Buch
a eetup has long been familiar in
the Republican party organization.
In the Democratic organisation it
is = novelly, and one with many
implications, many signs of the
deep-reaching change which the
New Deal has wrought in the his-
toric Democratic party and Im

America. ,
The effort of National Chalr-

man Farley and the other Demo-
cratic national leaders to capture
and hold the Negro vote has been
undler way since 1932, In the
election of that year, the Demo-
cratic party passed into contrel of
northern leaders of the pariy to a
degree that never existed before.
The number of southern Demo-
crats elected to congress in 1932
and 1934 was not increased, for
all congressmen from the south
were flready democrats, But the
number of northern Democrats in
congress and in governorships was
s0 greatly increased that the
porthern leaders now dominate
the party. The south has come
to have a minor volce. These
northern leaders determined that
to hold thelr dominance within
the party, and also to keep the
Democratie party deminant in the
nation, it was desirable to captare
the Negro vote, which ever since
the Civil war has been prevailing-
Iy Republican. The program of
winning the Negro was facilitated
by the relief funds, of which Ne-
groes are large beneficiaries, and
which are administered mainly by
Democratic officials.

The program s under way
everywhere in the north, with em-
phasis on the blg cities which
have large Negro colonies. The
program seems successful. In
Pennsylvania, until the past four
years, the number of Negroes vot-
ing Democratic was negligible.
Now, it is estimated that upward
of 100,000 Pennsylvania Negroes
will vote Demoeratic next Novem-
ber. Im Pennsylvania, BSenator
Guffey and Democratic Governor
Earle, after they captured the
state in the 1934 election, adopt-
ed aggressive policies designed to
get and hold the Negro vote. In
the Democratic “vietory parade”
at the state capital, a Negro divi-
sion was given a prominent place.
Governor Earle signed a civil
rights bill forbidding discrimina-
tion againet Negroes in hotels,
beauty parlors and the like. The
bill did not at all increase the
rights the Negroes had under the
federation, but it served to im-
press the Negroes with the idea
that their status had been fim-
proved under the first Demoeratic
state administration in more than
40 vears.

Of all the devices inaugurated
by Messrs Guffey and Earle, the
most effective was a policy they
initiated to the effect that Ne-
groes should be appointed to of-
fice in proportion teo their ratio
of the whole population.

This raises a gquestion which
southern Democratic leaders must
face. The northern Democratie
leaders, who now dominate the
party, are commitited to a policy
that Negroes shall hold office ia
proportion ™Mo their mumbers. A
collateral policy, of course, is that
Negroes shall be urged and stimu-
lated to vote.

This policy is pursued by the
northern Democratic leaders with-
in their states. Can they pursue
this policy in their states without
pursuing it in congress? How
will the southern Democrats feel
about that? For 70 years, south-
ern Democrats have feared legis-
lation by the federal congress
which would stimulate Negroes in
the south to go to the polls and
protest them tMere. Fear that a
Republican cohgress . might : do
this is a main reasonm that has
kept the south Democratic, kept it
continuously hogtile to the Repub-
lican party. »

The Negro in politics becomes
a problem only imn proportion to
the density of Negro population in
ratio to white, In the south there
are many communities, inclading
one state as a whole, In which
Negroes are a majority of the pop-
ulation. In such communities Iif
Negroes were stimulated to vote,
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‘struck out' for
Rogille river.

“The first glance showed us
that we must retreat to the foot-
hills: this we did as fast as we
could, assisting our wounded
along, leaving our dead as they

lay.
L " T

“Reaching the tlmber, we found
that sevem of our ¢omrades had
been killed snd that seven more
were g0 badly wounded that they
could pot stand up after we got
them there.

“The man on the horse we be-
lieved—-and it was soon proved —
had estaped and gomne after the
rest of the company. Our wound-
od had rewained thelr arms and
ammunition,

% % %

“The Indians first procesdod to
mutilate our dead after their maost
inhuman fashion, cutting, stab-
bing and gashing, all the while
yelling In the most flendish man-
ner that the mind of man could
concelve.

““Then, after securing our an-
fmals, they swung aronnd onto the
mountain above us, so as to work
down onto us from tree to tree.
A few well directed shots had con-
vinced them that it would not be
a ‘healthy’ undertaking to follow
us across the boftom,

T % %

“These movements on their
part gave us sufficent time to sel-
ect our tighting ground. This we
made on the first hizh ground out
of gunshot of the bushes along
the creek.

“As good fortune would have
it, a log lay across the narrow
ridge. Behind this log we lald our
wonnded, among whom was
‘Greasy John,” severely wounded
in the hip.

“ *Grizzly’ had fallen and was
one of the dead; Crosbie fell by
the log with the wounded, being,
as I supposed at the time, more
dangerously wounded than any of
the others.

LN

%

“The Indfans gave us but a
short time to prepare for them.
We all realized, upom Teaching
the friendly trees, that we must
stop thete and fight it out, or
leave our wounded comradea to
the mercies of these inhuman
fiends, and even then, in all likell-
hood, be overtaken and killed in
detajl ourselves,
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_By B J. BENDRICKS

local government would be In the
hands of Negroes. Without going
into-the merits of any old and un-
happy question, it may be accept-
od as & pragmatic fact, that the
whites of the south will resist
this condition. Throughout the
south, as a whole, the number of
Negroes who vote now is negligi-
ble. They are not prevented from
voting. Nowhere today, I think
is there any law which attempis
to deny the Negro his constitu-
tional rights, It is rather that
the Negro is not encouraged to
vote. Not to solicit the Negro
vote, indeed to discourage his vot-
ing, is a principle and universal
practice of the Democratic party
in the south. This attitude of
southern Demcorats is now nega-
tived by the attitude of the north-
ern leaders who dominatea the
party in the nation as a whole.
The sityation contains many
kinds of political and social dyna-
mite. One wonders if the Negroes
a8 a race will be wise to accept
the solicitation of their northerm
Democrat leaders, to change the
party affiliation and do it as &
self-conscious mass action. The
Negro has been self-consclously
Republican for 70 years. True
Republican leaders have long or-
ganized him and solicited him,
just as -the northern Democratic
lenders are now deing. But that
Republican affiliation since the
Civil war has had a logical and
sentimental basis. The mere act
of change as a body, of shifting
their affiliation by a dellberate
mass actiom, would call attention
to the Negro in politics in a way
that might not, in the long run,
be te the advantage of the Ne-
groes or of the country. Political
actlon taken comsciously as a body
by any group is always a disturb-
ing phenomenoa.
The northern Democratic lead-
ers may beée sowing seed which the
nation may Iater harvest In grief.
It Is well known that the New
Deal stirs up class coascl ©88
in the economiec sense; President
Roosevelt's own speeches are per-
meated with such appeals. How-
ever unfortunate appeals to eco-
nomic class consclousness may be,
an appéal to race consciounsness

and if they were given offices In
proportion to “their numbers, the

has possibilities in more somber.
(Herald Tribuae Syndieate)

in Dallas Wednesday : Garner
dealer

ditions are out of sympathy

In this respect he has plenty
and out. A great many true followers of the democratic tra-

he couldn’t do all he wanted to do, and let it go at that, The
inference was plain, just as is the inference of his remark

is & demoerat and not a new

of company, in congress
with the new deal policy of

Franklin D. Roosevelt. They’say, and with accuracy, that it
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*“They charged down 1o within
a few yards of cur log sad trees,
but here they met such a wither-
Ing fire from our Colts revolvers
that those who were able were
only too anxfous to retreat to a
more respectful distance, and for
& while contented themselves with
firing on us from trees behind
which they had taken cover.
% % 5
“On 1his first charge there wete
but five of us on our feet—Cros-
bie lying with the wounded as

* ‘Greasy John' and ome or
two others would from time to
time ralse on their elbows or to =
sitting position, and, over their
log, fire & few well amed shots,
then sink back faint and exhaust-
ed; soon revive, reload, siruggle
to a position and blaze away untf]
their strength fafled.

“This they repeated until thsir
strength faflled,

*“The wounded would reload our
revolvers and piteh them to us
ag fast as we empiied them, when
we were belng pressed by these
charges,

"

N b

“About this time Crosbis rais-
ed to his feet, having got over
his 'seare’ (as he afterward ack-
nowledged for he had latn unhart
all the time.)

"“There he stood, his face flush-
ed, his eyes flashing with daring
and his repeating rifle firmly
grasped, and as his glance took in
the pesition of the five who were
stationed arousd the wounded,
under such cover as was most con-
venient, and our poor and wound-
ed comrades, who in different pos-
itions were elther engaged fin re-
loading pistols, or helping one an-
other dress thelr wounds, using
pleces of tora shirts or drawers
for bandages; then &t the few
‘good” Indians that had fallen so
near our log that thelr friends
dars not attempt to remove them,
all this time standing in open view
amid the firing and whilé friend-
ly voces were caling to him to
‘take cover,” his voice rang out
clear as a bell and ABOVE ALL
OTHER BOUNDS, as he started
up the comical song,

“ ‘Jordan Is a Hard Road to
Travel' ™

{(Continued tomorrow.)

The Safety
VYalve

Letters from
Statesman Readers
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MAY CHRISTIE

NOT SPONSOR OR REFORMER
Salem, Ore., August 5, 1934

The Oregon Statesman,

Salem, Oregon.

Gentlemen:

I feel that your editorial in this
morning's Statesman with refer-
ence to the marble board ordi-
nance introduced Monday night
calls for a reply. As Al Smith
would say: “Let's look at the ree-
ord.”";

In the first place, you gingle me
out as the sponsor of the bill. I
am a member of the committee
which introduced the ordinance,
but I had mothing to do with its
introduction any more than any
other member.

Becond, you state that I was
electad on & “reform ticket.” This
is entirely erroneous. I was not
given the suppeort of any of the
church groups, or others of like
character, for one reason that be-
ing that under date of April 24th
I advised the “reformers” that I
would support an eordinance li-
censing and regulating pin-ball
machines. As I recall, your pa-
per and the Capitel Journal both
carried statements by me prior to
the election in which I stated that
I would support such an ordi-
nance. So, based on the record,
I plead *"Not Guilty™ to being tbe
sponsor, to being a “reformer,”
and to the inferemce that I have
changed my stand omn this ques-
tion.

Now a short statement of the
merits of the ordinance. These
machines are being operated all
over the state,

nal. The money will

be used to continue to abate s
disgraceful condition, which your
paper condoned by its support of
the men directly respomsible for
sald comditions. You sponsored
secured the election of the
majority of the eity officials who
sat by and watehed unlawful con-
ditions in Salem, and mow you ob-

i

l
i

B
i

k4

ttle of New York and “Society.”
“I'm eighteen. I was educated in a

convent, I've just graduated.”
's going to
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