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Through Emerald Land

E trip from Salem to Bellingham, which the editor was
privileged to take the past week, is reversing the reel
of spring; a journey backwards from early roses through
snowball bushes, lilacs, Scotch broom, dogwood to tulips and
narcissus. At this season of the year the road is an aisle
through an emerald land. Fir trees are putting out their
light green tips against the deeper green of older foliage.
Alders and maples are lush with fresh green leaves, and

fields are carpeted with grass or growing grain.

The cities are set like precious stones alonpg the ribbon
of highway, with well-tended lawns, and flower gardens
abloom. The -only plague spots are near the cities, like the
shack fringe along the super-highway from Seattle to Ever-
ett, where cars speed in the four lanes past a bewildering
ray of gas silos, beer joints, barbecue stands, neon signs,
garish sign boards, and all the accumulated litter of get-rich-
quick commercialization.

Bellingham covers as do the other cities on the sound,
the coastal flat and the rising hills and bluffs of the shore-
line. The approach to the city is over the Chuckanut drive,
Justly world-famed. It follows the curve of the shore and the
marine view is one to thaw petrified hearts. Across the wa-
ters of the sound are the broken islands, large and small, of
the San Juan archipelago, which rise sheer from the water,
their rocky fronts covered by hardy firs, with here and there
an inlet for anchorage. In the evening the sun sinks behind
this island redoubt, shedding a path of gold across the water.

As host city to the district convention of Rotary Inter-
national, Bellingham, first of the lesser cities to undertake
the task, achieves distinct success. The city is fortunate in
having excellent hotel accommodations, but these were over-
run last week. The banquet in the armory was served to
1000 persons, the largest banquet ever held in the city.

The state boundary of the Columbia river is a legal di-
vision; but geographically western Oregon and western
Washington are continuous in climate, soil conditioms and
flora. The break probably comes at the Calapooya divide at
the head of the Willamette valley, for the country does change
considerably in southern Oregon. The Siskivou mountains
make another break between that district and northern Cal-
ifornia,

Our observation is that the Willamette valley is much
superior as an agricultural area to most of western Wash-
ington. The country there is rougher, the soil less fertile. It
is more raw, large areas cut-over and now grown-over by
deeiduous trees. In our valley the new has worn off ; the open
areas are cultivated or in well-kept pasture 1and (not brack-
en) ; with frequent copses of second growth in the valley and
covering the foothills. Even the rich Skagit valley flats, seat
of a rich dairying district, did not seem so prosperous and
well-kept as 15 years ago.

Washington cities are livelier however than Oregon
cities. The state is more commercial and urban; less rural.
Olympia is a much smaller capital than Salem, but more cos-
mopolitan,

The mound prairie country south of Tacoma and around
Olympia is aflame with golden broom,—acres of it. This is
its native land for the northwest coast, Hudson’s Bay men
being credited with scattering the seeds at old Fort Nis-
qually. Now it sweeps the open spaces and borders roadsides,
brilliant yellow in the spring sunshine, at this season redeem-
ing what in midsummer is mostly dry wasteland.

People in Washington are taking a course in elementary
percentage,—-two per cent. It's the sales tax. There it is com-
plicated by fifth-cent tokens for small purchases which are
& nuisance. Some grumbling because of fumbling with to-
kens; and dislike expressed among tradesmen. But no injunc-
tions or lawsuits. At the Oregon end of the interstate bridge
is a large sign: “No sales tax in Oregon”. However Oregon
keeps up high property taxes while Washington has fixed low

imits on property taxes, forcing the spread to sales taxes to
provide funds. -

A service station attendant in Seattle said he understood
‘Oregon was the bright business spot on the coast, Nice to
have that reputation, anyway.

Goudy Retained
TEE Oregon relief committee has voted to retain Elmer
Goudy as state relief administrator. The report of the in-
vestigating committee disclosed no serious evil condition in
the administration of relief in this state; and in itself justi-
fied his retention. It is always well in reviewing work of this
character to give attention to mistakes which were possible
but which were not made, as well as to errors which actually
occurred. And every circumstance must be studied in the
light of events as they transpired, not after everything has
happened and results are obvious.
The whole relief business is sorry and unfortunate. But
the Oregon committee has done a pretty good job. It has been
costly; but life has been sustained: and there has been no
proof of any graft or fraud in administration.

_ With the politicians and trouble-makers thrown down
as hard as they were in the committee report, they can make
little objection to the reappointment of Mr. Goudy as admin-

. istrator. Some day we may erect monuments

: _ Nation-wide Strike ;
WH.LIAH GREEN, president of the American Federation
& of Labor, threatens a nation-wide strike unless the Wag-
30-hour-week bills are passed by congress. No one
ing in groceries for a siege. The federation
a small percentage of all persons gainfully em-
are many contracts which

or general strike. -

Green's cause no good. Laws shouldn't
duress or compulsion; but on their mer-
referred to should be enacted at
ilnonorteom:gn 'tohm?atlb country
labor hierarchy than a church, street or

maty.m..fu&-mu...."
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The Great
‘Game of

By FRANK R. KENT

Copyright 1925, by The Baltimers Bua

Farm Wealth Division
Washington, May 24
THE QUESTION of whether the
recent meeting of farmers Iin
Washington was concelved, direct-
ed and financed by themselves or
covertly . inspired, managed and
manipulated by the gentlemanly
field agents of the AAA, anxious
to brighten the black lives of Mr.
Wallace and Mr. Davis, has not
greatly changed the situation.
"'_‘0"‘_"
UNDETERRED by being Presi-
dentially described as “high and
mighty,” Senator Byrd and oth-
ers still regard the pending AAA
amendments as very bad indeed,
are still determined they shall
not pass. Since the farmers’ ga-
thering, additional facts about it
have come to light, which prob-
ably will be referred to. One is
that this great ‘“spontaneous”
convention, supposed to represent
all sections, really came from a
small number of States — more
than half from North Carplina
and Texas. From the former alone
came 1500 of the 3600 present,
which fact seems to make the de-
monstration somewhat lopsided
from the national angle,
— e

HOWEVER, that is a detall, The
net result of the movement seams
to center attention upon two phas-
es of the agricultural situation.
One arises from the explanation
given to thosa skepti-al about the
armers paying their own expens-

. It was stated that these were
waell-to-do farme~s who could af-
ford to do that. This gives point
to a recent report from the
Brookings Institnte, quoted in &
bulletin of the Cleveland Trust
company. -

—_0—

ONE of the favorite arguments
of the *“share the wealth” evan-
gels is that eighty per cent of the
wealth is In the hands of two
per cent of the people. This is not
true, but that does not prevent
its constant repetition by the cur-
rent breed of soap-box orators.
The Brookinys repcrt shows that
the distribution of income among
farmers is almost the same as
among non-farmers. The richest
twenty per cemt of the farmers
receive almost fifty per cent of
all farm income, while the rich-
est twenty prer cent of the non-
farmers receive fifty-eight per
cent of the mnon-farm income.
Thus It seems the concentration
of weallh among the more weal-
thy farmers is almost as excessive
as among the more wealthy in-
dustrial and commercial groups.
—_——
MOREOVER the concentration of
poverty shows a similar condl-
| tion at the other end of the econ-
omie scale. Among farmers the
poorest twe .ty per ecent receive
less than four per cent of the farm
Income, while among non-farmers
the poorest twenty per cent re-
ceive just about four per cent, To
those fed on the idea that the in-
dustrial wealth of the country is
acquired by a few men through
stock market manipulation, there
is food for thought in these fig-
ures. The farmers. until recently,
have not enjoyed special privi-
leges and conduct their business-

es without the aid of corpora-
tions, stocks, bhonds and legal
tricks. Nevertheless, they seem to

have managed to divide up their
total Income among themselves in
just about as unequal a fashion
as the rest of the population.
__n_—.
IN reflecting upon this, the prae-
tical difficulties of a “redistribu-
tion of weallh' seem td stand out
more clearlv. It seems that per-
haps Inherent differences of abil-
ity, energy and thrift must be the
real reason of this inequality of
wenlth. rather than the system.
It would seem, too, that this in-
equality must always exist under
any system unless thesa traits are
leveled out by legislation or their
possession and exercise penalized
by the Government. That never
has worked for anyome else but
the New-Deal theorists seem to
think it may for them.
_—

THE OTHER point to which at-
tention was called by the recent
demonstration is the size of the
AAA field force. It is very large.
Composed of a great varlety of
officials, they are pald out of the
processing tax and thus not count-
ed as regular Federal employes.
They receive from $8 to $12 a day
and many have traveling expemse
accounts. They constitute a for-
midable propaganda and promo-
tion machine, the extent of which
is by no means generally real-
ised. Recently thére has been
some mutlering among farmers
against so many “‘hired propagan-
dists.” A typical case is given in
the naming of Mr. Simon Fish-
man, of Kansas, to a $350-a-
month job as “lecturer and tra-
veling agent.” Mr. Fisherman is
2 Republican State Senator. He
has also been referred to as the
“Wheat King of Western Kan-
sas.” He is one of the main bene-
ficlaries of t' ¢ wheat bonus in the
state. He is very oratorical, but
diseriminating Kansans can see
but one excuse for his appoint-
ment—to wit, politics an" propa-
ganda. It would be interesting to
know how many thers are now
on the pay roll. The farmers’ con-
vention makes these things seem
more significant than before,

Girls’ Tennis Team
Takes Final Series

INDEPENDENCE, May 24. —
The Indepemndence high school
girls’ tennis team completed its
season May 22 by defeating the
Falls City girls op the Indepen-
dence courts, 4 to 0. Summary:
Soden, Independence, beat Bow-
man 69, 6-2; Syverson, Inde-
pendence, beat Murphy 6-2, 8-1:
M. Hartman, Independence, heat
Teal 6-3, 4-6, 6-1; Syverson and-
Soden beat Murphy and Bowman

Why Oregon is -

a better walnut

state than California:
. %%

In its issue of Saturday, May
18, the Portland Journal earried,
under the heading, “Oregomn Can
‘Bell,” an editorial article read-

% % %

“A state of irritation and =&
sense of Incompatibility prompted
the divorce of Oregon walnat
growers from the nationa] walnut
agreement. The new assoclation
that has just been formed here
proposes to stand on fs own feet
in & marketing program,

.“Why not?

“Oregon walnuts have some-
thing to recommend them. That
something is quality, It is the
quality thayr marks so many Ore-
gon products, llke prunes and
flax, cherries and strawberries,
celery and head letuce,

“And, as has happened In the
marketing of prunes and some
other products, most of the credit
for quality goes to Callfornia.
Once it was because the good
things of Oregon were marketed
under Calilornla brand. Now, the
walnut growers complain, the
California Interests dominate,
Three code amendments were
turped down by the walnut code
authority although supported in
Oregon interest by the North Pa-
cific Nut Growers association, the
Oregon Nut Growers assoclation
and the Eugene Fruit Growers as-
sociation.

“A reason why California dom-
Inates in the marketing of west-
ern products s, of course, the en-
ergy and aggressiveness of Callf-
ornia markeiing organization. At
the baslis of California success is
cooperative marketing,

“Oregon, living next door to
California and shadowed by Calif-
ornia acquisitiveness, can just as
well be inspired by California ex-
ample,

“Marketing wisdom need not be
monopolized by California.

“Oregon can grow the products,
Oregon can sell them.”

T % %

Thus ended the Journal arti-
cle. There are three reasons why
Oregon is a betier English walnut
state than California.

“ % %

First and most Important is the
fact that quality is in favor of
the Oregon product; the differ-
ence is what amounts to a selling
value of about 5 cents a pound on

an average in favor of the Oregon
product,

This comes about for the rea-
son that in harvesting time hot

weéather prevails in the walnut
districts of California, causing
the ofl in the nuts to melt and
glve a dark color and a rancid
taste to the :uq: ot..uu nuts,

The Oregon walnut {s harvest-
ed without the defects named, It
will always be so. In the long
run, & quality produet will adver-
tise itself—though this fs no ar-
gument in favor of waiting for the
long run.

% %

Second reason. Walnut land
must be irrigated im California.
The cost is Jarge, and It is grow-
Ing excessive, by the lowering of
the water 1able, In some districts,
water must be pumped 75 to 100
fest more than was required when
the early walnut groves were
set out., That makes irrigation
expenses grow and grow, besides
Increasing interest on the cost of
heavier equipment, and entailing
greater average outlay for wear
and replacement,

No irrigation 15 needed in Ore-
gon. Here the walnut tree sends
down its roots and brings up its
own irrigation,

% %

Third reason. Cost of land.
Good walnut land in CalHornia
goes at several hundred dollars an
acre. Nearly all land in the Wil-
lamette valley is good for walnuts,
and land prices here are compara-
tively very low.

Tens of thousands of acres of
walnut trees have been cut down
in California, owing to the in-
creasing cost of irrigation due to
the lowering of the water table,

e

Our annual rainfall protects us
bere in the Willamette valley.

We have a combination of show-
ers, sunshine and soil that will
ultimately make tree fruit crops
here the largest in the world for
a like extent-of territory.

L e

The time will come when a few
nut tres will guarantee the inde-
Pfndence of a Willamette valley
family. The horse chestnut tres
is the main basis of life for a large
pary of the population of Sicily;
its nuts feed for stock and food
for man. In our valley we are
not confined to the chestnut; we
have a wide range of possible tree
fruit foods.

% % 5

Yes, “Oregon ecan sell.” But
hfr growers must learn to cooper-
ate. I

Leaders worthy of followers,
and mutual wrust, are more need-
ed than any other two things in
the growth, prosperity and well
being of Oregon.

BARCLAY AND MALM
WIN ON 4-H WORK

MIDDLE GROVE, May 24—

Grade school closed Friday with
a picnic, sports and achievement
day program in which the girls’
and boys' 4-H clubs exhibited
thelr work for the year. Donald
Barclay scored 100 per cent in a
judging contest in the bove' di-
vision, therefore winning a prize,
while Earl Malm was credited
with the best project.

Mrs. Mildred Yunker, after at-
tendance at ¥Farmers’ Unfon con-
vention at Albany where she has
been directing the singing, will
join her husband st Manzanita,
near Nehalem, where he is op-
erating a truck in SERA work.
Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Pemble of
Farnhamville, Towa, are visiting
at the L. E. Dudley home with the
Intention of locating in the west.
Mrs. Dudley is a sister of Mr.
Pemble,

Members and friends of the
Woman's Missionary soclety were
feted Wednesday afternoon with
an appropriate program given by
their daughters at the home of
Mrs., Vera Bassett. Taking part
in the program were Mrs. Vera
Bassett, Lola Hammer, Fern
Subri, Laura Crane, Geneva Ham-
mer, Katherine Scharf, Mrs. L.
Scharf, Glennis Allen, Donald
Bassett, Mrs. Tillie Davis, Esther
Hammer and Genevieve Scharf.
During the program dainty cor-
sages were presented to the moth-
ers by little Glennis Allen and
Donald Bassett. Refreshments
were served.

COMMENCEMENT AT
JEFFERGON TUESDAY

JEFFERSON, May 24.—Com-
mencement exercises for Lthe grad-
ugtes of Jeffersom high school
will be held at the Masonic hall
Tuesday night, May 28. W. C.
Jones of Willamette university
will be the principal speaker of
the evening. Lee Wright will de-
liver the valedictorlan address
and Walter Olson the saluta-
torian.

The 15 seniors are: CZernice
Bursell, Phyllis Cole, Lee Wright,
Robert Gulvin, Cclista Pratt, Lu-
cille Barnes, Beulah Robinson,
Jessie Sorenson, Maurice Mangis,
Walter Olson, Sylvia Vasek, Helen
Hinz, Raymond Lower, Eleanor
Walts and Marshall Jones. J. T.
Jones, chairman of the school
board, will present the diplomas
to the graduates. Prof. A. A. Ha-
berly will present the awards.

Baccalaureate services for the
gradualtes will be held at the lo-
cal Christian chureh Sunday
night, Rev, J. M. Hill will deliver
the sermon,

Ray-Maling to Start
Strawberries Shortly

WOODBURN, May 24.—The
Ray-Maling eannery at Woodburn
is planning to start operating on
the barreling of Marshall straw-
berries about the middle of next
week. It iz mot expected that a

2, 7-6.

large crew will be employed until
the vanning season starts a little

SIILE OLE YL
10 ALLONS LN

ZENA, May 24, — A party of
Zena men including Frank Craw-
ford, sr., Frank Crawford, jr.,
Walter B. Hunt and son Kenneth,
Robert Crawford, Merrill OQuster-
houdt, Milton Stephenis and sons
Raymond and Emmett went by
truck to tha Nestucea river one
day this week on a clam digging
trip. The group returned with
70 gallons of large esize clams.
One of their party got 10 gal-
lons of clams out of one hole.

Jessie Worthington reports
finding wild strawberric in the
Zena hills a8 early as ten days
ago. The berries are large and of
good flavor,

Harold French was called here
from Winema Monday to testify
for R. C. Shepard in the suit for
damages brought against him by
Arthur Davidson. The jury was
10 to 2 in favor of R. C. Shepard
in the trial held at he Dallas
court house. The trial excited
much interest a-d was well at-
tended by fclk from this and ad-
jacent districts,

Educational Honorary
Honors Robert Goetz

SILVERTON, May 24.—Robert
Goetz, superintendent of Silver-
ton schools, has been elected pres-
ident of the Phi Delita Kappa, ed-
ucational honorary at a meeting
recently held at Reed college,
Portland. Vice - president is
George Allen Ogden, dean of edu-
cation at Pacific university, For-
est Grove; secretary, Edward L.
Clark, president Oregon Institute
of Technology, Portland; treas-
urer, James Manning, instructor
in Franklin high schoel, Portland,
and a former Silverton high school
teacher.

| Twenty Years Ago ]

May 25, 1015
Rumania is negotiating with
the Allies and is belleyved to be
on the verge of war following
Italy'sgexample.

A lengthy verbal battle was
waged today in the governor's of-
fice between the Consolidated
Contract company and allied fore-
es of the state highway depart-
ment and the Columbia county
court over road work in Colum-
bia epunty.

Candidates numbering 102 will
report today for the state bar ex-
aminations.

Ten Years Ago

May 23, 1925

Referendum petitions bearing
14,173 signatures against the cig-
arette and tobacco tax bill were
filed with the secretary of state’s
office today by the atiorney for
the Oregon Retail Clgar associa-
tion.

Machinery which is to be as-
sembled for the big power sia-
tion in West Salem arrived today
for the Portland Electric Power
company, It will take three
months to install.

The battleship Oregon s sched-
uled to arrive at the mouth of
the Willamette river June 14

from the navy yards at Bremer-
tom, 2

“WHOSE WIFE>" 5,

GladysErskine |
and Ivan Firth

SYNOPSIS

A man who said he was Wilbur
Renton_ phones the police soon
after midnight when he sees 2 man
apparently trying to kill a woman
on the penthouse roof of an apart-
ment across the street from his
own twenty-first floor window. A
police radio car speeds two officers
to the scene, they are whisked up
the elevator, and the colored oper-

of a Mr. Vane who is seemi y
sleepi in a chair and denies
knowlnu of any trouble when
aroused. When his wife is missing
from both boudoir and bath, Vane
becomes hysterical and soon lapses
into a daze. Meanwhile, the police
find the body of a nude, headless
woman on the terrace. When they
arouse Vane from his stupor and
accuse him of killing his wife, he
loudly denies the charge. He falls
from a blow to the face and is
knocked unconscions when his head
strikes a brass fender. Inspector
Ingles and Dr. Gilbraith, medical
examiner, arrive. The former rec-
ognizes Lawrence Vane, noted por-
trait painter, as “a good friend,”
remarking: “He'd never do any-
t.h.u;tgllxk- that. I'd stake my life
on i

CHAPTER ITI
The doctor totally ignored his ex-

clamation.

“Any idea what he has taken?1”
be asked Larkin, ¢ ¥

“Well, sir, I found a bottle d1

Veronal in the bathroom. H
ably took that” = Beree

“I hope you haven’t wiped off
possible finger prints,” said tbo‘g
gpector, tartly,

*No, sir, I left everything just
it was, until you nhlmldr, get ire."‘u

“All right,” said the Inspector,
“we’ll get it later and hand it over to
the finger-print people.”

The doctor had 'y loosened
Vane's clothing and managed to sit
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ator lets them into the living room |the

he has, we will soon see how he re-
amht:?thel@tnfhno“hand:-'
wor

Vane was standing when they
re-entered the studio though he was
looking desperately ill. gfe swayed

slightly as E:
erect and the side of his head showed
a swelling from the blow he had re-
ceived in his fall. But he seemed
composed and ﬁet. At the sight of
nspector, face lit up.

“Why, Ingles,” he said,
you're ha.re. What is this night-
mare? I've been bullied and told
tales to, and knocked about, and for

the life of me, I don't know what it’s
all about.”

He beld out his hand for the clasp
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tried to hold himself | perha

'm glad |La

he suffered el;e.fnrzm lmompunn" xt
eac eve
his friend suffered. 7 :
For Lawrence Vane was a man to
whom the term “lovable” could be
-pphedwnhpm-tof :;:h-ut.h. He was
P8 one most popular
men in N?unY;c;rk. He was lllnll’:dly.
generous good
a perfeci host, -'J': very :‘lg?loeré
and famous artist.
In silence, the sturdy officers and
wrence Vane made their way out
onto the terrace, and those who had
already seen the horror on the roof
dreaded that which they swould have

to look at again in the line of duaty.
For a few breathless momnents

they all stood in the dark—s dark.
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