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Action at Last

city council figally acted last m‘ghlt to end the
water m o-rouddd by adopting a resolution to pur-
chase the pmfr a cool million dollars. It is the best possi-
ble solution to a persistently irritating situation. In view of
the lower interest rates now available the cost will be less
by the time the bonds are paid off than if the city-had made
a deal at $900,000 two years ago when the court finally val-
jdated the bond issue. Then it would have been difficult to
sell bonds at five per eent interest; now they should be sold
at par at three per cent or perhaps less. This will bring a

saving of $20,000 a year in interest. !

Direct purchase was the wise procedure because the city
was in a very weak position. It had remeged on arbitration
after the case was pretty well completed. To go on yith con-
demnation would have been costly in time and maefiey with
every prospect that the city would have to pay around a mil-
lion dollars as a final verdict.

It is well to close the deal now, acquire the plant; oper-
ate it for a period of months to ascertain its profit basis;
make investigations as to proper procedure for improving
the water supply, before making further outlays. Mayor
Kuhn and the utilities committee are to be comme‘nded for
being courageous enough to “cut the Gordian knot” and do
business, instead of prolonging the agony of expensive litiga-
tion.
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propristed for that purpose.”
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APPARENTLY this law, which
was introduced by the late Fred-
erick M. Gillett, afterward Speak-
er of the House, has been com-
pletely ignored. It Is still on the
books and seems to make much of
the present propagands wholly il-
legal. Following Mr. Bryan's
speech, there appeared a book en-
titled “Handouts™, in which a se-
vere and sweeping indictment of
the whole publicity business as

#| practiced under the New Deal is

made. Thers next came a strong
editorial in a chain of papers
which supported Mr. Roosevelt
and is still friendly to him per-
sonally. It said “the whole game
is to force official thought of the
bureaucrats on the country. Con-
gress should order a thorough in-
vestigation of this publicity prop-
aganda, which is un-American, un-
Democratic, and a means of cor-
rupting public opinion.” Such a
resoltuion has already been intro-
duced.

— e

AND finally, there is a striking ed-
itorial by Mr. David Lawrence, in
the United States News, entitled
*“The Freedom of the Air.” In
effect, Mr. Lawrence charges that
there is practically complete Fed-
eral censorship. and control over
the broadéasting eompanies. This
is exercised through the Federal
Communiecations Commission
members of which are appointed
by the President, removable at
will, and have, through the six
months licensing system, power of
life and death over the broadcast-
ing eompanies. Faced with these
facts, Mr. Lawrence says, “The
whole concept of the broadcasting
companies as to their obligation
is political, their policles all made

ture met here, as heretofore in
this series noted. But one council
member and three house members
refused to come to Salem, and
held a rump legislature at Oregon
City; and even for the fourth ses-
slon the council member held a
ramp council at Oregon City, all
by himself.

Did this, even though, on May
14, 1852, congress, at the behest
of Delegate Lane, had settled the
matter by confirming the act of
the 1850-51 legislature.
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There is no even slight danger
of the ‘capital being moved from
Salem. It can be done only by &
vote of the people, and in sucha
vote there must be a majority
over all. That would be an impos-
sible task for any place. If the
matter were opened for a pro-
posed change, there would be a
dozen candidates in western Ore-
gon, and a half dozen or more
east of the Cascades. Portland
would divide her vote; one of the
larger divisions would go to Sa-

lem. -
= %S
The reader has fresh in his

mind, no doubt, references to the
laying of the corner stone for the
capitol that was burned on April
25.

It was a great event. The leg-
islature of 1872 had authorized
its comstruction, appropriated the
first $100,000, and Governor
L. F. Grover had appointed three
commissioners to carry on the
work. They were Gen. John F.
Miller, Henry Klippel and Samuel
Allen, Their office was “west side

and 500 barrels of cement—the

brick from the penitentiary yard, |

the lime and from
Douglas county ¢ near
Oakland; and that all work and

After the pouring of the corn
and oil, Rev. G. W. Izer of Port-
land, noted early Oregon Metho-
dist preacher, offered the prayer.
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The main address was delivered
by 8. F. Chadwick, secreiury of
state, who became goveruor in
1876, when Governor Grover was
elected to the U. S. senate by the
first legislature to convene in the
capitol for the construction of
which he was largely responsible.

Mr. Chadwick said in his ad-
dress that the Willamette valley
had 186,000 sgquare miles with
about 60,000 people, “but it is
capable of sustaining several mil-
lions,” he said,

He gaid 150 persons owned half
of England, 34 half of Ireland,
and 12 half of Scotland, while in
Oregon the land could be owned:
by the settler, and was, in almost
every case.

He stressed the need of immi-
gration and added that in the pre-
vious 10 years the population of
the state had not been augmented
from that source.

“ % %

He was right.

With the full development of
the flax and linen industries in
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the strike to enforee their demands, which include 75¢ an
bour pay and one week’s vacation on pay.

The response of the mill owners is that they cannot af-

_ford the increased wages, that mills are still unable to oper-
ate profitably, that they prefer to shut down rather than

“eontinue under ruinous losses. The plight of the workers de-
serves consideration. The men are getting a minimum of 45¢
an hour, but their maximum hours of work is only 40 .due to
NRA restrictions under the lumber code. This limits the
workers to a maximum of $18.00 a week, unless they are in
the higher wage brackets. And this is by no means steady,
because many mills have seasonal shutdowns or close because
of market gluts.

Now £18.00 a week for a shortened work year is a lpw
wage under present costs of living, with foodstuffs following
the cow over the moon. It is better than relief, and better
than during the low point of the depression when mills were
shut down for long stretches of time, and wages were at
worse levels. Bat it is' no wage scale to defend except under
grievous conditions. N

Here we have a familiar impasse in an economic crisis:
a falling off in demand for a product, resulting in losses to
the owners of the industry and in Jow wages to workmen.
The road back for both lies in an increase of demand on a

- firm basis which will permit more economical production,
and may allow some price increases for the product. Sharp
increases now would chill demand and restrict the markets,

- thus damaging both employer and worker.

“The lumber demand has been strong this spring, but

this may be due to advance buying in anticipation of the
- gtrike. In. any event mill managers ought to point their pol-
jcies to increased wages of their employes above the $18 lev-
el, just as soon as they can. The prosperity of this part of
the country depends chiefly on the prosperity of the lumber

industry ; and $18 wages do not spell prosperity for workers
or communities.

| Can't Take It
few weeks ago Pres. Roosevelt addressed a letter to
newspapermen through Editor and Publisher hailing
construetive criticism of government policies. He repeated
this view in his Sunday night radio chat over a week ago.
But when the chamber of commerce took sharp cracks at
some oi.h:immuﬁe handsprings Mr. Roosevelt took deep

THE companies endeavor fo pre-
serve an appearance of non-parti-
sanship by giving certain time to
recognized members of the minor-
Ity party, but the practical advant-
age is overwhelmingly Adminis-
tration. For example, In 1934,
Mr. Farley spoke twenty-two
times over the NBC stations, to
say nothing of his broadeasts over
the Columbia system, In that pe-
riod members of the Cabinet
spoke over NBC 78 times, Assist-
ant Secretaries 34, Emergency
Agency heads 21, and Mr. Roose-
velt 23—a total of 156 for the
party in control during the year.
The point Mr, Lawrence makes is
that under the present license gys-
tem the radio, despite its efforts
to seem non-partisan, has become
a great agency for Administration
propaganda. It has no other
choice. - He makes out a convine-
ing case.

The Safety
Valve

Letters from
Statesman Readers

TOWNSEND PLAN
“PREFERRED STOCK" '
To the Editor:

As a man of middle age I came
to this country from Europe over
30 years ago, finally setiling In
the Willamette wvalley, where I
have been loeated for almost the
past 20 years.

in order to become a naturalized
American citizen. This I did 15
years ago. 1 executed my rights
and privileges as an honorable
citizemn for all of these years and
my record is beyond reproach as
‘may be readily ascertained by

Upon establishing a  residence
here I took the necessary steps

brought him down to Salem from
their Lebanon home while work
of construction was going on, and
that the activities were referred
to as “Grover's brick pile,” or
“Grover's brick yard.”

The corner stone laying was on
Wednesday, Oct. 8, 1873. The
procession started at “Reed’s op-
era house' (the present Miller's
store), went south on Liberty to
Ferry, west on Ferry to Commer-
cial, “recelving state and civil of-
ficers and representatives of the
press at the governor's office on
Commercial.”” That means at the
present Statesman building.
Thence on Commercial to Court,
and up Court to the “triumphal
arch.” Threse bands of mausic
were in the procession. The then
famous Aurora band furnished
muegic at the exercises,

L

Dr. J. A. Richardson, junlor
grand warden of Oregon Masons,

proclaimed to the grand lodge the
occasion eof their assembling. He

was & prominent physician; was
afterward mayor of the city; was
the man who introduced the lo-
ganberry into Oregon and induced

erops, and thus render added ben-
efits and sources of well being for
more and more people in a land
blessed above all others with con-
ditions giving guarantees of un-
failing comforts in having the
necessities of life along with
more than average Iluxuries of
living.
T % %

The capitol that burned the
night of April 25 was built°well
within the architects’ estimate of
its cost. The estimate was $500,-
000, and the total cost up ‘to the
finishing of the dome was mnot
more than §$425,000. Credit that
to the honesty and prudence of
our pioneer spirit.

" %

Mrs., Ida M. Babecock, whose
home is at 749 North Commercial
street, was present at the laying
of the corner stone of the state
capitol. She was a member of
the choir of the First Congrega-
tional chureh of Salem, and that
choir furnished part of the music
for the evemt. The number of
men and women yet active who

saw the laying of the corner stone
is not large.

compense . for all the laborious
years spent in {faithful support
for the expense to carry on our
nation.

Now we who are growing past
ounr most fruitfal years shonld
reap the blessings of the toil-
some past in order that those
few remaining ones may be filled
with cherished memories which
should be rightfully ours in the
flower of old age.

The Townsend pension plan for
the =ged should receive the
whole-hearted support of every
loyal American eitizen, young as
well as old. This program con-
sidering the problems for old age
can adequately amd rightfully be
classed as preferred stock.

Just think, should this revolv-
ing self-sustaining plan based on
sound finmancial principles, back-

.

Twenty Years Ago

May 7, 1015
VIENNA—The Austrian south-
ern wing has crossed the Wisloka
river. The Russians are retreat-
ing eastward of Lopkow pass.

Theatres listed in the Call
Board:

Ye Liberty

Oregon

Bligh

Wexford

A $1093 check was made out|-

todsy to State Treasurer Kay by
County Clerk Max Gehlhar for

fish and game licenses issued im | .

Marion county for April, 1915.
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