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The Moving Finger Writes a
Favorable Record for 1 934 in Salem
and Forecasts a Better New Year !

Bond Maturities Faced and
Met; WarranJ Debt Is

Held to no-Ga- in :
i .i

The city of Salem its munid--
pal government as usual had :

much astir during 1934. Its pro-
gress was varied among the out-standi- ng

situations,' ; events and '

conditions that developed out of
water negotiations, elections, fi-
nances, manager plan proposal, li-
quor .revenues and flood control
project..- : i v-- ' '

As keynoted in Mayor Douglas
McKay's annual address to the
council last January, the city op-- ;

ened the year in a financial con-dtii- on

that was truly "embarras- -
sing." It was fabed with the ma-
turity of a $60,000 bond issue for
which no funding provision had
been made, its warrants amount

Schools, churches, lodges,
- musical organizations sport

clubs all these manifold
outlets for cooperative effort
in a busy city like Salem :

have been intensively active
this year. Under the new
leadership of Silas B. Gaiser,
the city school system, is in
the midst of progressive
changes which will see new
instructional . methods intro-
duced, a program of intra-
mural sports worked out and
an improved method of re-
warding teachers for service

story of Salem and itsTHE for the now
completed, year of 1934 is the
history of a fundamentally
prosperous and excellently
situated district, fighting its
way on a score of fronts to
a recovery of the
al, industrial, business and
governmental prosperity of
earlier years.

.Today The Oregon
man briefly reviews the ac-
complishments and the
changes of that busy year.
Hie entire trend has been
towards better times not
boom days, not fanciful yes-
teryears when all producers
and distributors were uni-
formly prosperous but a

ing to . approximately $183,000
were unpaid as tar back as . 1 8
months and the banks were in a

KMm
i

r employed. Willamette uni
M-.-

i

versity felt the quickening
influence of new leadership.

. Enrollment there increased
about 50 students. Since his

arrival here, Dr. Bruce Baxter has worked and
spoken without any restraint on his time, in order
to become better acquainted with his constituency
and in turn to acquaint it with the school.

9
trend towards conditions
munity life showed some
gress made was sound

" Agriculture ever the

mood to cash no more of the war-
rants. W ' " ,

The" underlying, soundness of J
the city treasury, however, pro 7

claimed by the mayor at that time,
brought the city through the diN .

ficult period and the year to a
close with a brighter outlook. The- --

city council redeemed the big bond
issue with a new refunding ser-
ies which will be paid off serially,
thus in 20 years wiping out a debt
that had piled up Interest charges
for 40 years amounting to mora
than the original debt. . . .

Cnder a curtailed, budget ' and. .

with tax payment-Improvin- g, the
city ended 1934 with Us warrants
but ten months In arrears; While
the unpaid warrants amount to
approximately . $178,000, earl y
1935 tax turnovers should retire .
enough warrants to keep arrears ".. '"
period from increasing and possi-
bly to reduce it.

underlie this community has exhibited, a noteworthy re-

covery. From the dairymen who, wjth a minimum price
basis, Increased their total production of fluid milk and
enhanced their Income, to the prune growers who were
favored by a larger crop and a stronger price, set
through- - code, the major phases of farm production have
shown Improvement. The hop crop was no larger than In
former years but the quality was excellent and as the
new year-comes- , there is every reason (o believe that the
producers will be ' able to control their production until

The program of sports In the community during the
year has been outstanding. Two statewide tournaments
have used Salem as their host city. Not only has Wil-
lamette university , produced a football . team - which
achieved coastwlde distinction, while Salem high's toot-bal- l;

team won state recognition, but a very rapidly de-
veloping intra-cit- y program has come . into being with
nightly mid-summ- er kltball games which brought scores
of young and middle-age- d men into the game and. drew
large crowds ot local citizens to enjoy the sports. Coin-
cident with this' development, the city "school hoard with
the cooperation of .SERA help, has seen to It that- - new
tennis courts, swimming pool and playgrounds have been
available for the Totthgstrsfthecltri

Bancroft. Bonds to beprices are jplaceabbte Provided; for 19S7
'No appreciable progress waa - ; -price Salem as a center of walnut production has seen

Its cooperative processing plant for walnut growers busier
. than at any time In its history with two new stories pro-

vided for the Increasing business. Producers lot: hogs
have found a rapidly rising market, due to drought in
the mid-we- st and the curtailments of. an AAA! code,
bringing them somewhat of a measure of good times.
Flax Jumped from an $18,000 valley crop in 1933 to a

. crop which brought $90,000 the. past season and which,
with 2500 acres set out next spring, should produce

', growers at least . $125,000

The . community was never more active Insofar as
musical events were concerned. Its Philharmonic "or-

chestra has grown in size and in Its playing ability and
has- - become an organization of which the entire city is

.proud. The music teachers of the city through their
numerous programs participated In by hundreds of pu-
pils, have afforded the community welcome musical en-

tertainment as has the music department of the high
school and the university.' Socially ' there have been a
succession of events recitals, dances, bridge parties, en-
tertainments, dramas produced by Salem's own Cheme-ke-ta

Players to enliven the year.
' '

::
: i

;The churches ot Salem have kept the spiritual torch
burning brightly during the past year. Pastors report
a slight increase, in membership. Nearly 60 per cent ot
the population are active participants in the organization
of !i some church. Thirteen pastors have left the com-
munity during the year but their posts, with one excep

made by the council looking to the
beginning In 1937 of a six-ye- ar

period of heavy maturities of Ban
croft improvement bonds. .Theways and means committees, how- -' --

ever, plans to provide assistance
to the city attorney when needed
in a move to foreclose on proper-
ties where payments on street im-
provements are delinquent. As
of December 31, 1934, the city had !

$810,894.56 .In Bancroft bonds
outstanding: whUe its sinking fund
tor their redemption was largely
eaten up by interest payments. All -

of : these bonds mature J between
1935 and 1944, Inclusive. Inter- - i

est due In 1935 will amount to
$48,311.56 and principal, to $808- -

The new year calls for' $49,500
principal and $85,270 interest pay
ments on general obligation bonds

The community's manufacturing' activities maintained

DEBITS REVEAL

27 Per Cent Gain Seen Over
1933; Low Point Was in

February, Year Ago

General business conditions of a
city are determined Jty the total
amount of checks Issued by those
having checking accounts in the
banks of a city, according to the
Bahson Statistical agency of Bos
ton. Mass. ; ,

On this basis, .Salem la surely
recovering at a rapid rate and Is
now listed by the Babson agency
as a city where retail conditions
should show for 1935, at least
an Improvement of SO to 35 per
cent. .

Total . debit checks issued dur
ing the year 1933 by those having
checking accounts In the three
Salem banks amounted to 3107,- -
103,651, according to the records
of the Salem Chamber of Com-
merce, which reports monthly tor
the Babson agency.

Tot the year 1934, ,the vtotal
amount of these debit checksNiras
1135,606,211 showing a total gain
of $28,402,560, or 27! per cent
over the year 1933.

The low spot in retail business.
In Salem for many a year was
February of 1933, when total deb-- It

checks were 15,704,769. Since
then there has been a rapid In
crease in debit checks which Is
reflected In better retail condi
tions in the city, and which looks
well tor the future.

Following- - are figures showing
total debit checks in Salem for
each month during 1933 and for
the year 1934:

1933 1934
Jan. f 6.852.658 I 9.222.297
Feb. 5.704,769- - 7,766.138
March 5,772.878 10,727.367
April 7,695,266 J 10,002,164
May 9,484,305 10,864,470
June ' 9.296.280 11.5TT.570
July. 10,869,301 12,131,242
August 9,798,400 13,885,852
Sept. 9,710,296 12,683.055
Oct. 10.952,477 13.349,169
Nov. ' 10,709.623 . 11.035.475
Dec. 10.157.398 12.636.922

sewHim
REPORT GOOD BAIKS

- Not a pupil In Marion county
went without needed education
because of lack of facilities dur-
ing the past year not a school
failed to hold classes at least the
required eight months. Mrs. Mary
L. :Fulkersn, county school sup
erintendent, reported yesterday in
casting up the the education pro-
gress of the county for the last
12- - months.

The last 12 --months, moreover.
has seen, the financial pressure
on the schools considerably les-
sened. Districts with bonded In-
debtedness have' continually re-- ;

duced their obligations Vhile few
additional bonds have been Issued.
A marked reduction in warrants
has been accomplished and the
majority of districts are finding
no difficulty In carrying their
warrants with their local banks.
. New buildings have been erect-
ed In the Eldriedge and Butteville
districts In the county. A score of
districts have availed themselves.
nrst or CWA materials and labor.
and second, of SERA help, to
paint, repair; remodel and add to
their present schoolhouses.

"The outlook for ,the schools In
1935 is encouraging, Mrs. Fnlker--
son feels. Teachers were never
doing better work. As the econo-
mic stress diminishes, a number
of school boards are making In
creases in teacners' pay.

0UTPUTBE1SED,

SALEM LIB MILL

Production at the Salem Linen
Mills was more than 50 per cent
greater during 1934 than In the
12 months previous, with greater
emphasis s the twin operations.
As a - year around average, 40
persons were employed, with the
daily number ranging from 10 or
15 to 70. ' -

!

Some equipment ot the plant,
located on Madison street east of
the railroad tracks, has been In
operation throughout the year for
periods varying from 8 to 12 to
24 hours. The weaving depart-
ment was hot In use during the
year and markets for, the twines
were practically all on i h e
coast. . ' i

One new machine, f a twister,
was purchased and, installed dur-
ing the year Just closed..
' ' While giving no - definite rea-
sons for his indications, - Lb C.
McLeOd, president and manager,
left the imnresBion it tha end ot
the. old year that7 prospects for

A 1 I 1. i .1

Business Group Brings Group
of Conventions; New In- -

dustries Are Wooed

SDITOE'S KOTB" Tk following f--

f tfca cttmtoi of eoBBKct i von
for 1934 was srovand by WUlUm P.
Ztitts, tfco orfMilxatlon'i prldiit It
oarroys la consfaUrtblo etU Uio

dTclopmnt of tho community.. 4

f

In reviewing the work of the
chamber of commerce for the past
Year. It is somewhat difficult to
indicate Just exactly the moat Im-

portant events ot the year, as at
Itie time the hoard of directors
U working on anything special, It
aeems the most important.

f Perhaps outstanding Is the
umber of conventions brought to

talem through the special invita-
tions aid work done by the chan-
ter. The year 1934 brought 19
conventions to the city, many of
these meeting in the chamber
vooms and being assisted In every
way la their work.

And already, through special
Invitations and cooperation In
publicity, the chamber now has
scheduled for the year 193&, n
conventions. This Includes, the
annual session of Odd Fellows and
affiliated bodies with an estimat
ed attendance of 3500.- - Conven-
tions do not Just happen to come
to Salem. It takes work to bring
them.

Of Interest to - trait farmers
were the meetings held with rep-
resentatives .of the Spokane Land
hank on complaint that fruit lands
were being drained at the bare Tal-- 1

ae of land. As a result, apprais-- ;
ers were instructed to include val--

of fruit trees in making ap- -i

yraismenta for loans. ' w
- At one time the city had an cx--i

aellent ebance of securing Jarge
aialt-- prant- - The chamber worked
en this Industry but lost.due to
the tact the city naa no river
warehouse, elevator or dock suit-
ed for Urge shipments and stor-
age, 5

- .' '

Although not generally known,
the chamber of commerce, work-lo- g

with a committee from the Ki-wa- nis

elub, really put Breitenbush
' Springs on the map. A" special

celebration was held at Breiten-kns- h

June 1.0. apd with the ' ex---
tenaire publicity given throughout

. the state, Breitenbush Springs, in
Marion county, is now known as
cne ot the leading health resorts
cf. the west. And doing a tine
fcuainess. , '

Splendid Service Done f - --

to .City-Wi- de Survey ,

Cooperating with tthe Marlon
County Housing committee, the
chamber put on a .complete survey
et the city, gathering Information
relative to-- future building and
Improvements of homes.

r More than 5000 homes - were
contacted and information gath-
ered that will be ot great benefit
to retail business as well as build-
ers, all to be released early this
spring at a time designated by the
county housing commitee.

.Coming ,to the chamber with
strong letters of endorsement,
representatives of a
plant Were given i every coopera
tion, not only in securing coopera
tion of local canning plants, bnt
la finding a proper location. This
by-pla- nt industry. Incorporated as
the Columbia Distilleries, inc.,
proposes to . use many fruits and
berries ' from the Salem district- that could not come up to the high

' standard required by the seven
canning plants in Salem.

Worked with government engi-eer- S,

ahowing dangerous condi-
tions on the river bank of West
Ealem, not only to private proper
ty but also conditions that might
result disastrously to the Marion--
Polk" county bridge, should ' the
river continue to wash away parts

f the river bank Just south-o- f

the bridge.
. Just recently, agreed to cooper

ate! with Willamette, university
- and' business men of , Salem In

bringing an exchange ot games
'. between the University ot Hawaii

and Willamette university. It Is
- believed that such a game in Sa--

lem would gire the city national
advertising.

. Although not In .politics, the
chamber was glad to endorse Hen-r-y

R. Crawford for :: postmaster
. and wrote letters of endorsement.

. The reception to Dr. Bruce R.
Baxter, president of Willamette

: university, and Silas Gaiser, sup
erintendent ot city, public schools,
was not only a most successful
event, but a courtesy extended by
the chamber to our two disting-
uished educators. " , ,?

i The fox breeding business, now
becoming an Important industry

: In Marion and Polk counties, has
been given .every cooperation -- by,
the chamber. . This Includes not

y enly rooms for all meetings, but
opportunities for holding sales for
pelts 'and In other, courtesies ex
tended. . - , " . . , .

i Cooperates With Hunters' v
, ana liners uroues r

. , The chamber helped In the or-
ganization : of the - Hunters- -, and

' 5 -
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I- IAbove, Mayor V. E. Knhn who s--i

snmed his official 'duties 'at
midnight after taking the oath
Of office yesterday.

Center, LeRoy Hewlett who 'will
assume work aaj county com
missioner here next .Monday.

Below. Howard Hulsey who. is to
be ehamber of commerce presi
dent for Salem daring coming:
year. - -

SHE SEEN. OliE

CITY DEPARTMENT

-
More than $400 less ot city tax

funds was reauired to run the citv
building department in 1934 than
in .1933. Total receipts of this
department, received from plumb-
ing, electrical andj building per-
mits and fees, amounted to $V
220.03 last year as -- against $1,-798.- 76

in 193. Expenses in
connection with this office include
the salary of the building Inspec-
tor, E. C. Bushnell, now amount-
ing to $2160 a year; and a budget
item of $200 for office expense.

When the present building de-
partment was created in 1928, it
was provided that 1 the Inspector
should receive $3000 a year from
the tees he took in and whatever
above that amount! was received
by him,: after his office expenses
were taken out. The 1929 re-
ceipts of the office, while Initial.
$50 electricians fees I were being
collected, totaled $6124.55. Annu-
al electrical licensed thereafter
dropped to $10. L In 1930 the in-
spector collected $3975.02, In 19-2- 1

$3142.02 - and j in , 1931, $2.-645.- 46.

r j .
"

. The Improvement )h 1934 re-
ceipts came despite a reduction
from $75 to $10 in the annual
plumbers license tee : Bushnell
believes his 19341 recelDts iwill
very -- nearly pay "ail ' building de
partment, costs since! he has not

i uee-- i all of his office expense land.

tion, have been quickly and acceptably filled.

a steady if not an accelerated pace. The artificial stimu-
lant to prices in the spring ot 1933 produced a boom in
paper production which 1934 could not duplicate. Nev-
ertheless the large plant of the Oregon Pulp Paper
company here operated more than 10 months of the year
and maintained a dally payroll of 600 workers. Salem's
nine canneries and processing plants. In the aggregate,
handled as large a tonnage of fruit and vegetables as any
year In their history.' "Quickened demand for foodstuffs

-- In the. domestic market overcame most of the disadvant-
ages of. the difficult foreign market whwe quotas .and
tariffs still-mak- e steady exports uncertain... The! year did
not. bring a revival of lumber production in the com-
munity although plans have been progressing quietly for
the . refinancing of the Spauldlng Logging company here
and the1 reopening of this Important Industrial unit in

of the city. The city has $782,000 i

worth of these bonds outstanding.
Total bond payments due this year
will amount to $8 7,10 5.02. ;'' From Its model Uqtfor licens-
ing and stamp taxing ordinance
which went Into effect January 1,

. In government the year has not brought the com-
munity the ownership of the local water plant,' an
Jectlve which voters here have twice Indicated they fay-or- 4d.

Negotiations for the acquisition of the plant have
been tedious and vacillating. Nevertheless there is hope
as i the year ends that the long controversy over securing
the plant may be nearing the end and that some time
within six months the community will have its own waterthe community! In 19 3 5

- In business the record

system, ready after study, to
improved..

when all phases of j com
gains and when the pro

and fundamental.

staunchest of the girders which

the prsefltaistresslnglir low--

In 1935.

seems probable.

of bank debits best! tells the
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Mrs. Glenn Porter heads the Cap-
ital unit, - i '! '

Nationally, the auxiliary, has
gained 30,000 new members and
now has a f total enrollment i ot
400,000 women. V uC !

The organization Interests itself
In the welfare of disabled World
War veterans by hospital visits,
by furthering 'of r. legislating in
their i behalf and by Christmas
gifts.1 . " TV' 'j. "

In activities for the dependent
children ot veterans and for im

i3. tne city received $11,397.04
up to December 1 and between
$2000 and $3000 at the least dur
ing the last month, according to
Deputy Recorder Alfred Mundt.
Expenses In connection with water
plant planning used Up $6290 of
this fund; the rem tinder goes to
redemption of bonds and war
rants. . ; . 'Water System Problem

I The burden of relieving unemployment has been a
shadow over the city and county administrations. The
greatest part ot the task has 'fallen on the county, apart
from the signal work of the Marlon County relief com-
mittee who with funds provided principally by the fed-

eral ' government, hag given daily succor to from 1200
to1700 heads of families. - The county has taken up the
burden of old-ag- e pensionswithout an increase' in the
tai rate. The load of indigent relief, larger than in his-
tory, has been carried. The county stands among two
others of the 36 in the state without any warrant or
bonded debt, '

i , j

Yet is Undetermined '
- Uncertainty as to P,WA loan re-

quirements, indecision and rerer--
sal of actions last year kent the '

story of advancing, times. A twenty-seve- n per cent gain
was made in- - these totals over 1933, each month of the
year revealing clearings in excess ot the corresponding
month the prior year. In mid-summ- er of 1934, when
cannery and agricultural activity-wa- s at Its height, bank
clearings rose to $13,885,000 for . August compared to
$9,798,000 the' AuguBt ot - the former year. Merchants
uniformly reported better tales. In the Christmas trade
period which ended last month, gains as large as SO per
cent over the former year, were not unusual. The, year
saw an end to the panic conditions of 1933 j When all
banks were temporarily, closed and reorganization of one
institution was required. Exact totals tor the bank de-
posit gains of 1934 are not available but the Indices based

" on the study of the locally owned, bank and a percent-
age of the gains of the group organizations operating in
Salem, reveal that deposits have increased here from 15
to 26 In the year.- '

city beclouded as to when and how .

determine how it shall be

soundly optimistic that
at hand. .

- , . s

North End Paper
Begins 24th Year

8Week In and week out, the state's activities center at
Safem. There may be changes in . the leadership, j The
community may read of political wars and the "conflicts of
policies. But constantly the entire district shares a bene-
fit from the numerous state undertakings of which Salem
Is he hub. During the past year Oregon has sturdily
reduced her general fund deficit, has eliminated the use
ot "unpaid warrants for Its bill and payrolls, has paid ,
$9tt2,000 for state relief purposes .without, resort to a
property tax or general budget appropriation. ' ; j

t . r
In retrospect, the picture ot Salem In 1934, is heart

enlng. Its business, educational, agricultural life has tone
on and shown considerable improvement,. "There have
been no epidemics of disease- - to affright .each householder.
The, community has been blessed by pleasant weather j and
treed from drought and storms which harass the resi-
dents ot so many American communities. The tourist,
viewing Salem, Invariably marks it as a charming spot,
a city of culture and of progress, where any citizen would
be ' glad to take-u- p his abode. As 1935 enters, citizens
ot the community may be" truly grateful for the year of

A constant growth in the city's population has been
manifested by two tests: The first, the growth of the
school census from 6619 hoys and girls in 1930 to .7323
In .1934. The second,' the rapidly increasing housing
shortage In the city. A thorough-goin- g checkup in De-
cember of housing facilities here showed less than 150
vacancies, many ot these in residences hardly suitable for
occupancy. Apartment houses are uniformly filled. With
only eight new , houses constructed In Salem during the
past year, the necessity for added. residential quarters Is.
becoming .very apparent. Building has advanced consid-
erably in 1934, total permits running .to . $285,000
compared to - $182,000 in 1933. These are small
figures compared to the marks of $2,700,000 a year in
1926 but the trend Is upwards. Leaders in the city feel
the upturn In building must continue.' ; With the Marlon
County Better Housing committee urging construction and
repair with low-ra- te money from the federal government,
a sizeable upturn in building seems certain for 1935.

it would acquire the municipal
water system for which the public
voted $2,500,000 worth of bonds .
In 1931. Early In the year con-
demnation proceedings against the
Oregon-Washington Water Service '
company were authorized and be-
gun. Started by the city In cir-
cuit court, they were taken to the-feder- al

court at Portland as de--
manded by the water --company. "" V

While an important decision in "

that court was pending, the arbi-
tration proposal was suggested by
the PWA, after the city had sent
Its water engineer, John W, Cun-
ningham, to Washington, D. C, to
see what could.be (Tone to speed
final granting ot a loam Condem-
nation was dropped for the time .

"

but ordered resumed late last
month after the arbitration board
failed to complete its work 'in the
allotted. JO days and the council ,

refused It an extension of time. -

For . 1935, the prospect, for ac-
quisition of a water system and :
constructing an Improved supply
lies with the condemnation trial .
in federal court or outright pur-
chase of the existing plant by the
City.-'-:- ' - :. ! :::;Zy- :

V. E. Kuhn, for three terms al-- . "

derman from the first ward, today
becomes the city's mayor, succeed--
Ing Douglas McKay, who becomes
a 'state senator. " Mark Poulsen,
who' had 'been city recorder and
municipal Jndge for 11 years, gives '

way today to A; Warren Jones, " ,
winner at the November election.

The city council for 1935 will
have the following members: .

First ward H. H. Vandevort,
. (Turn to Page ll

i EGin Xw
accomplishment now closed and
another year of improvement is

" ..i

provement of conditions for all
needy children, the auxiliary
works in close cooperation : with
the Legion and 'Other organiza
tions interested In child welfare.
Mrs. J. T. Dolaney .lg 'the
welfare chairman." 6 -

During 1934. the national or
ganization collected .766,000 books
to fill depleted stocks of public
libraries throughout the country.
It also established libraries in 134
communities hitherto without fa-

cilities. -
.- -

is good riFcnnn
k Anglers association and has coop
' erated with the Iiaak Walton

V- i t
V AURORA, Dee. I l.-T- he Auro-
ra Observer, dlstribuior! of news
In the most approved style, started
on Its 24th year with the last Is-

sue. Eddy P. Mitchell has' been
editor of the paper for: Jhe past
3tt years.-- i '4i'(,hb-
,. . ... .. -- . . "

' r ': '- - ? :

league.: And in order , to attract
sportsmen to Salem,; has issued a

. weekly fishing report whlifc has
, .(Turn to page 13)

The American Legion auxiliary
has come through the 'past year
with flying colors, with Increased
enrollment, enlarged activities and
plans tor a better year In 1935.

IT ... 1, a. .... ,
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