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msmess Group Brings Group
- of Conventions; New In-

dustries Are Wooed

EDITOR'S NOTE: munm:u-
_wlow of the chamber of commerce’'s work
B e Tattet B
“' considerable detajl the busi-

ngps unlqm of the community.

In reviewing the work of the
ehamber of commerce for the past
year, it is somewhat difficult to
fadicate just exactly the most im-
gortant events of the year, as &t
the time the board of directors
# working on anything special, it
seems the most important.

Perhaps outstanding is the
sumber of conventions brought to
Salem through the special invita-
tions atd work done by the cham-
Ber, The year 1934 brought 19
eonventions to the city, many of
these meeting in the chamber
gpoms and being assisted in every
“way in their work,

And already, through special
fnvitations and cooperation In
publicity, the chamber now has
scheduled for the year 1935, 11
eounventions, This fincludes the
annual session of Odd Fellows and
affiliated bodies with an estimat-
ed attendance of 3500. Conven-
tions do not just happen to come
to Salem. It takes work to bring
them.

Of interest to tl'lll farmers
were the meefings held with rep-
resenlatives of the Spokane Land
Bank on complaint that fruit lands
were belng Aalued at the bare val-
we of land. As a result, apprais-
ers were instructed to include val-
we of fruit trées in making ap-
praisments for loans.

At one time the city had an ex-
eellent chance of securing a.
malt plant)- The chamber w
en this industry but lost, due to
the fact the city no river
warchouse, elevdtor or dock suit-
ed for large shipments and stor-

e. ]

Although not generally known,
the chamber of commerce, work-
* img with a committee from the Ki-
wanis club, really put Breitenbush
Bprings on the map. A special
eeléebration was held at Breiten-
biash June 10, and with the ex-
$énsive publicity given throughout
the state, Breitenbush Springs, in
Marion county, is now known as
ene of the leading health resorts
of the west. And doing a [fine
business. ~

Seryice Done
in City-Wide Suryey

Cooperating with the Marion
County Housing committes, the
ehamber put on a complete survey
ef the ¢ity, gathering information
selative to future building and
improvements of homes, :

More than 5000 homes Were
eontacted and information gath-
ered that will be of great benefit
to retail business as well as bulld-
ers, all to be released early this
spring at a time designated py the
eounty housing commitee,

Coming to the chamber with
pirong letters of endorsement,
representatives of a by-products
plant were given every coopera-
tion, not only in securing coopera-
tion of local canning plants, but
in finding a proper location. This
by-plant industry, incorporated as
the Columbia Distilleries, inc.,
proposes to use many fruits and
berries from the Salem district
that ecould not come up to the bigh
standard required by the seven
eanning plants in Salem.

' Worked with government engi-
neers, showing dangerous condi-

of office yesterday.

missioner here next

Above, Mayor V. E. Kuhn who as-
sumed his official duties
midnight after taking the oath

Center, LeRoy Hewlett who will
assume work as county com-

Below, Howard Hulsey who.llto
be chamber of commerce presi-
deu for Salem durln‘ coming

tions on the river bank of West
Salem, not only to private proper-
ty but also conditions that might
result disastrously to the Marion-
Polk’ county bridge, should the
river continue to wash away parts
" of the river bank Just south of
the bridge.

Just recently, agreed to cooper-
ate with Willamette uaniversity

SAVNG SEEN, ONE
CITY DEPARTMENT

DEBITS REVEAL

27 Per Cent Gain Seen Over
1933; Low Point' Was in
February, Year Ago

General business conditions of a
eity are determined by the total
amount of checks issued by those
‘having checking aceounts in the
banks of a city, according to the
Babson Statistical ageney of Bos-
ton, Mass.

On this basis, Balem Is surely
recovering at a rapid rate and is
now listed by the Babson agency
a8 a city where retail conditions

‘| should show for 1935, at least

an improvement of 830 to 35 per
cent.

Total débit checks issued dur-
ing the year 1933 by those having
chécking accounts in the three
Salem banks amounted to $107,-
103,651, according to the records
of the Balem Chamber of Com-
merce, which reports monthly for
the Babson agency.

For the year 1934, {otal
amount of these debit checka
$135,606,211 showing a total galn
of $28,402,660, or 27 per cent
over the year 1933.

The low spot in retail business
in Salem for many a year was
February of 1933, when total deb-
it checks were $5,704,769. Since
then there has been a rapid in-
crease in debit checks which is
reflected in better retall condi-
tions in the city, and which looks
well for the future,

Following are figures showing
total debit checks in Salem for
each month during 1933 and for
the year 1934:

1933
8,852,608 §
5,704,769
5,772,878
7,695,286
9,484,305
9,296,280

10,869,301

9,798,400

9,710,296

10,952,477
© 10,709,823

10,267,898

1934
9,222,297
7,766,188

10,727,867

Jan, §

10,864,470
11,577,670
12,131,242
13,885,852
12,683,055
18,349,169
11,035,476
12,636,932

SCHOOLS IN COUNTY
REPORT 600D BAINS

Not a pupil in Marion county
went without needed education
because of !ack of facilities dur-
ing the past year—not a school

Nov.

t{talled to hold classes at least the

rlguired eight months, Mrs, Mary

L. ‘Fulkerson, county lchool sup-
erintendent, reported yesterday In
casting up the the education pro-
gress of the county for the last
12 months,

has seen the financial pressure
on the schools considerably les-
sened. Districts with bonded in-
debtedness have continually re-
duced their obligations while few
additional bonds have been issued.
A marked reduction in warrants
has been accomplished and the
majority of districts are finding
no difficulty in carrying their
warrants with their local banks.

New bufldings have been erect-
ed in the Eldriedge and Buttevilie
districts in the county. A score of
distriets have availed themselves,
first of CWA materials and labor,
and second, of SERA help, to
paint, repair, remodel and add to
their present schoolhouses,

‘The outlook for the schools In
1835 is encouraging, Mrs, Fulker-
gon feels, Teachers were never
‘| doing better work. As the econo-
mic stress diminishes, a number
of school boards are making In-
creases in teachers’ pay.

10,002,164 [|

The last 12 months moreover,

and business men of Salem in

bringing an exchange of games

* between the University of Hawail

and Willamette university. It is

believed that such a game in Sa-
lem wonld give the city pational

- advertising.

Although pot in politics, the
ehamber was glad to endorse Hen-
ry R. Crawford for postmaster
and wrote letters of endorsement.

The reception to Dr, Bruce R.

. Baxter, president of Willamette
university, and Silas Galser lnp-
efintendent of city public schoo
was not only a most lnceeutlll
event, but a courtesy extended by
the chamber fo our two disting-
uizhed educators,

- The fox breeding business, now
beécoming an lnpon:g“ ustry
i Marion and Polk
been given .every eoownuon Iry
the chamber. This Includes not
enly rooms for all meetings, but

3 nities for holding sales for
peits and h other mﬂuln ex-

ahtnbu Mlnd h the or-
,m Haunters and

the Izaak Wllton
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More than $400 less of city tax
funds was required to run the city
building department in 1934 than
in 1933, Total receipts of this
department, received from plumb-
ing, electrical and building per-
mits and fees, amounted to $2.-
220.03 last year as-against §1,.-
798.76 in 1933.
connection with thig office include

item of $200 for office

When the present building de-|AS & year around

should receive $3000 a year from |15 to 70.
the fees he took In and whatever

above that amount was received

ceipts of the office, while initial
$50 electriclans®

al electrical licenses thereaftep|year and markets f
dropped to $10. In 1930 the in-
-p-eto: collected $3975.02, in 19-|coast,

The lmproumeut fh 1934 re- llt the year Sult
came despite A reduction]| While giving no

bers’ license fea.
| belleves hiz 1934 receipts
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OUTPUT INCREASED,
oALEN LINEN MILL

" Production at the Salem Linen
09 SAINLY OF N MAINEINE AN | o nter guring 1084 than fa the
B e e s i s
average,
::ml:'?ﬂ::; :;:%oml:::&u:: m‘;u;m ::n‘;lfn’: dtro‘:u::ouz:

Some equipment of the plant,
::l.tedi lo_n :lutgi.:o;' stl:-:et east of
him, after his office expemses SIS s been in
?ero taken out. The 1929 re-|Operation throughout the year for
periods varying from 8§ to
fees were being|24 hours. The weaving depart-
collected, totaled $5124.55. Annu-|ment was not in use during the
the twines
on

m no - definite rea-

- ﬁon $75 to $10 in the annual{sons for his indications, L.  C.

um Bushpell | MeLedd, president and manager,

will | left the impression at the end of

| very ‘nearly pay ail building de-|the old year that prespects for

‘partment  costs since he mlot‘llll,uo brighter than In
.-_lmdmdhk orﬂum -

nyf‘""i- -l‘}-.’-:‘ - A{
¥
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The Moving Finger Writes a
Favorable Record for 1934 in Salem . .

and Forecasts a Better New Year!

HE story of Salem and its

territory for the now
completed year of 1934 is the
history of a fundamentally
prosperous and excellently
situated district, fighting its
way on a score of fronts to
a recovery of the agricultur-
al, industrial, business and
governmental prosperity of
earlier years.

Today The Oregon States-
man briefly reviews the ac-
eomplishments and the
changes of that busy year.
The entire trend has been
towards better times — not
boom days, noet fanciful yes-
teryears when all producers
and distributors were uni-
formly prosperous — but a

trend towards conditions when all phases of com- |

munity life showed some gains and when the pro-
gress made was sound and fundamental.

Agriculture—ever the staunchest of the girders which
underlie this community—has exhibited a noteworthy re-
eovery. From the dairymen who, with a minimum price
basis, increased their total production of fluid milk and
enhanced their income, to the prune growers who were
favored by a larger crop and & stronger price, set
through code, the major phases of farm production have
shown {mnrovsment. The hop crop was no larger than in
former years but the gquality was excellent and as the
new year comes, there is every reaion fo believe that the
producers will be able to control their production until

prices are Dpiacéd above the présent distressingly Tow -

price. BSalem as a center of walnut production hag seen
its cooperative processing plant for walnut growers busier
than at any time in its history with two new stories pro-
vided for the increasing business. Producers of hogs
bhave found a rapidly rising market, due to drought in

the mid-west and the curtallments of an AAA code,
bringing them somewhat of a measure of good times,
Flax jumped from an $18,000 valley crop in 1833 to a
erop which bréught $90,000 the past season and whieh,
with 2500 acres set out next spring,
growers at least $125,000 in 1935,

L ] . [ ]

The community's manufacturing activities maintained
a2 steady If not an smeccelerated pace. The artificial stimu-
lant to prices In the spring of 1938 produced a boom in
paper production which 1934 could not duplicate. Nev-
ertheless the large plant of the Oregon Pulp & Paper
company here operated more thamn 10 months of the year
and maintained a daily payroll of 600 workers. Salem’s
nine canneries and processing plants, in the aggregate,
handled as large a tonnage of fruit and vegetables as any
year in their history. Quickened demand for foodstuffs
in the domestic market overcame most of the disadvant-
ages of the difficult foreign market whare quotas and
tariffs still. make steady exports uncertain, The year did
not bring a revival of lumber production in the ;eoms-
munity although plans have been progressing quietly for
the refinancing of the Spaulding Logging company here
and the' reopening of this important industrial unit in
the community in 1935 seems probable.

L L L

In business the record of bank debits best tells the
atory of advanecing times. A twenty-seven per cent gain
was made in- these totals over 1833, each month of the
year revealing clearings In excess of the corresponding
month the prior year. In mid-summer of 1984, when
cannery and agricultural amectivity was at its height, bank
clearings rose to $13,885,000 for August compared to
$9,798,000 the August of the former year, WMerchants
uniformly reported better sales, In the Christmas trade
period which ended last month, gains as large as 30 per
cent over the former year, were mot unusual. The Yyear
saw an end to the panic conditions of 19833 when all
banks were temporarily closed and reorganization of one
institution was required. Exact totals for the bank de-
poeit gains of 1934 are not available but the indices based
on the study of the locally owned bank and a percent-
age of the gains of the group organizations operating in
Salem, reveal that deposits have increased here from 15%
to 26% in the year.

L ] L N E]

A constant growth in the city’s population has been
manifested by two tests: The first, the growth of the
school census from 6619 boys and girls in 1930 to 7328
in 1934, The second, the rapidly increasing housing
shortage in the city. A thorough-going checkup in De-
cember of housing facilities here showed less tham 150
vacancies, many of these in residences hardly suitable for
occupancy., Apartment houses are uniformly filled. With

" only eight mew houses comstructed in Salem during the

past year, the necessity for added residentlal guarters is
becoming very apparent. DBulilding bhas advanced consid-
erably in 1934, total permits running to $28§5,000
compared to $182,000 in 1933, These are small
figures compared to the marks of $2,700,000 a year in
1926 but the trend is mpwards. Leaders in the city feel
the upturn in building must continue. With the Marion
County Better Housing committee urging construction and
repair with low-rate money from the federal government,
a sizeable upturn in building seems certain for 19365.

should produce

5

Schools, churches, lodges,
musical organizations sport
clubs — all these manifold
outlets for cooperative effort
in a busy city like Salem —
have been intensively active
this year. Under the new
leadership of Silas B. Gaiser,
the city school system is in
the midst of progressive
changes which will see new
instructional methods intro-
duced, a program of intra.
mural sports worked out and

an improved method of re-

warding teachers for service
employed. Willamette uni-
versity felt the quickening
influence of new leadership.
Enrollment there increased
about 50 students., Since his
arrival ‘here, Dr. Bruce Baxter has worked and
spoken without any restraint on his time, in order
to become better acquainted with his constituency

and in turn to acquaint it with the school.
- L ] L]

The program of sports in the community during the
year has been outstanding, Two statewide tournaments
have used Salem as their host city, Not only has Wil-
lamette university produced a football team which
achleved coastwide distinction, while S8alem high's foot-
ball team won state recognition, but a very rapidly de-
velaping intra-city program has come into being with
nightly mid-summer kitball games which brought scores
of young and middle-aged men into the game and drew
large cpowds of local citizens to enjoy the sports. Coin-
cident with this development, the city school heard with
the cooperation of SERA help, has seen to it that new
tennis courts, swimming pool and phygrounds have been
available for the 'm-dtr

The community was hever more active Insofar as
musical events were concerned, Itz Philharmonic or-
cheetra has grown In size and in its playing ability and
has become an organization of which the entire city is
proud. The music teachers of the city through their
numerous programs participated In by hundreds of pu-
pils, have afforded the community welcome musical en=-
tertainment as has the music depq%rent of the high
school and the nuniversity. Soclally there have been a
succession of events—recitals, dances, bridge partles, en-
tertailnments, dramas produced by Salem’s own Cheme-
keta Players—to enliven the year.

. L] L ]

The churches of Salem have kept the spiritual torch
burning brightly during the past year. Pastors report
a #light increase In membership. Nearly 60 per cent of
the population are active participants in the organization
of ‘some church, Thirteen pastors have left the com-
munity during the year but their posts, with one excep-
tion, have been quickly and acceptably filled.

- L] L ]

In government the year has not brought the com-
munity the ownership of the local water plant, an ob-
je¢tive which voters here have twice indicated they fay-
ored. Negotiations for the acquisition of the plant have
beén tedious and vacillating. Nevertheless there is hope
as: the year ends that the long controversy over securing
the plant may be nearing the end and that some time
within six months the community will have Its own water
system, ready after study, to determine how it shall be

improved.

~
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: The burden of relleving unemployment has been a
shadow over the city and county administrations. The
greatest part of the task has -fallen on the county, apart
from the signal work of the Marion County relief c¢com-
mittee who with funds provided principally by the fed-
eral government, hag given dally succor to from 1200
t0:1700 heads of families, The county has taken up the
burdem ®f old-age pensions—without an increase in the
tax rate. The load of indigent relief, larger than in his-
toty, has been earried. The county stands among two
others of the 86 In the state without any warrant or
bonded debt,

; o & a

‘Week In and week out, the state’s activities center at
Salem. There may be changes in the leadership. The
community may read of political wars and the ‘conflicts of
policies, But constantly the entire district shares a bene-

it from the numerous state undertakings of which Balem
is the hub. During the past year Oregon has sturdily
reduced her general fund deficit, has eliminated the use
of unpaid warrants for its bill and payrolls, has paid,
$902,000 for state relief purposes without resort to a
property tax or general budget appropriation.

3 L L L

In retrospect, the picture of Salem in 1834, is heart-
ening. Its business, educational, agricultural iife has goue
on and shown considerable improvement, " There have
been no epidemica of disease to affright each householder.
The community has been bleszsed by pleasant weather and
freed from drought and storms which harass the resi-

- dents of so many American communities. The tourist,
" viewing Salem, invariably marks it as a charming spot,
a city of culture and of progress, where any citizen would
be glad to take*up his abode. As 1935 enters, citizens
of the community may be truly grateful for the ysar of
sccomplishment now closed and soundly optimhtle ‘that
another year of improvement is at hand.
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" The Ameriean Legion suxilary|
has come through the past year
with flying colors, with Increased

ital unit,

enlarged activities and

&

Mrs, Glenn Porter heads the Cap-

-Nationally, the auxiliary has
gained 80,000 new members and
now has & total enrollment of
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tions interested In child we
{Mrs. J, T. Delaney is the
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coll 55,000 books
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It also established libraries in 134 |sue. Eddy P. Mitchell has been

In activities for the iapemlnt
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JUTLODK 600D
FOR 12 MONTHS

Bond Maturities Faced and
Met; Warrant Debt Is
Held to no-Gain

The city of Salem-—its muniel-"
pal government-— as usual had
Its pro-
gress was varied among the out-
standing sitnations, events and
conditions that developed eut of
water mnegotiations, elections, fi-
nances, manager plan proposal, li-
quor revenues and flood control
project.

As keynoted in Mayor Douglas
McKay's annual address to the
council last January, the city op-
ened the year in a financial con=-
dtiion that was truly “embarras-
It was faced with the ma-
turity of a $60,000 bond issue for
which no funding provision had *
been made, its warrants amounte
ing to . approximately $183,000
were unpaid as far back as 18-
months and the banks were in a
mood to eash no more of the war-
rants, r

The underlying sonndm of
the city treasury, however, proe
claimed by the mayor at that time,
brought the city through the difs
ficult period and the year to ‘a
close with a brighter outlook. The
uty council redeemed the big bond
issue with a new refunding sere

| ies which will be paid off serially,

thus in 20 years wiping out a debt

'. that had piled up interest charges
for 40 years amounting to moreé

chairman,
During 1934, the national ‘or- |ra Obsgerver, distributor of news |

than the origina! debt.

Under a curtailed budget and
with tax payment.improving, the
city ended 1934 with its warrants
but ten months in arrears. While
the unfwid warrants amount to
approximately $178,000, early
1935 tax turnovers should retire
enough warrants to keep arrears
period fruin increasing and possi=
bly to reduce it.

Banecroft Bonds to be
Provided for 19087

No appreciable progress was
made by the couneil looking to theé
begitning in 1987 of a six-year
period of heavy maturities of Ban-
croft improvement bonds. .The
ways and means committees, how- '
ever, plans to provide assistance
to the city attordey when needed
in & move to foreclose on proper-
ties where payments on street im=-
provements are delinguent. As
of December 31, 1934, the city hads,
$810,894.56 1n Bucrott bonds -
outstanding while its sinking fund
for their redemption was largely
eaten up by interest payments.-All
of these bonds mature between
19356 and 1944, inclusive. Inter-
est due in 1935 will amount to
$48,311.56 and principal, to $808-

| .63.

The new year calls for $49.500
principal and §$85,270 interest pay-
ments on” general obligation bonds
of the city. The city has §788,000
worih of these bonds outstanding.
Total bond payments due this year
will amount to $87,105.02..

From its model ligfor Hecens-
Ing and stamp taxing ordinance
which weat into effect January 1,
1934, the city received $11,397.04
up to December 1 and between
$2000 and $3000 at the least dur-
ing the last month, according to
Deputy Recorder Alfred Mundt.
Expenses in connection with water
plant planning used up $6290 of
this fund; the remiinder goes to
redemption of Bonds and war-
rants. :
Water System Problem
Yet is Undetermined

Uncertainty as to PWA loan re-
quirements, indecision and rever-
sal of actions last year kept the
city beclonded as to when and how
it would mequire the municipal
water system for which the publiec
;:t;gsgz ,600,000 worth of bonds

the PWA, after the city had un{
its water emginesr, John W, Cun-
ningham, to Washington, D. C., to

25
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