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Thoughts on Music

“1 like moun;ui‘:; ltlllm.:lln:. good old mountain music,
Played by the y band”, _
Right at that moment the sensitive soul gets up and clicks

oﬂ the radio. There is at present a great flair

orchestras of the gilded decade. While the more cultured
have their musical sensibilities bruised by the rasp of
mountaineer bands, still there is some real music in many
mountain melodies,—some of those plaintive
qualities of folk music, one of the oldest and purest forms of
on.

wwﬂamspuh a universal language, it uses a great
of dialects. Indian music, for etxunple, !i: :‘ayrl"ghely
monotone and rhythm, and sometimes not so much r m,
yet it is real music in the ears of the Indian. German music
on the other hand is lusty and rich in melody and cojor. Some
make music on a ; others make it out of

a tube twisted round and ending in a bell shape and called a |

trombone. Somie people like a stately march; others ‘liko a8
flute solo with many trills and runs. In considering this sub-
jeet of music it is a good thing to keep in mind the fact t%mt
there is an almost infinite variety of forms in expressing
musie and of tastes in appreciating music. That ah_ould help
to keep people tolerant even when “mountain music, played
by the hill billy band’’ is discussed.

We listened with interest te the fine program which the
children of the elementary schools and high school students
presented at the armory Friday night. It was evidence of the
excellent instruction the children are receiving in the fine
art of singing. In some ways though, that is only half of
wlnttheschoollneedtodo.'l'hootherhdfistotegch

how to listen to music. Public schools do something
along this line; but the colleges, which are gepuine zones of
calture, do practically nothing at all except expose the stu-
dents to music. If they become inoculated, all right; if not,
all right. No effort is made to cultivate their music appre-

Considering the great ignorance on how to hear music it
is perhaps not surprising that many scorn music and are
bored when they have to go to a concert. One mistake many
people make is trying to put music ideas over into word ideas.
When a person is first learning a foreign language he has to
turn the French or German over into corresponding English
words before he gets the meaning of the passage he is read-
ing. After a while however he learns to “think’’ in the Ger-
man or French, without hunting around for the qorrespond-
ing English word. Thousands of people hear music only the
former way, and try to translate the sounds into specific
ideas: this passage is where the pack of hounds has the
deer up a tree. Or this staccato is the beat of hoofs of a
horse traveling down the pike, Or this clatter of brass is the
cook washing the cake pans. Or this rumble of bass is the
surf beating on the shore.

That is all right; and a great deal of music is built up to
carry such word ideas to people’s minds. Operas for example
are great pageants in which the music and the words and
the action all go together, to create a single effect. A good
ilustration of this use of music to convey & word idea is in
the oratorio “Elijah” where one passage starts with violins,
addls the woodwind instruments and comes to full orchestra

gmith brass dominant: “And yet the Lord was not in the earth.
quake”, The is repeatad: “And yet the Lord was not
in the whirlwind”. Rest, and a solo
voice, onward came the Lord’’, The contrast is overwhelming.

While music can thus speak a “werd language”, it can
also speak a language which those with senses attuned can
hear without any translation into words. In other words
appeals to the emotions. It plays on the heartstrings.
hes the feelings of men and women, And the way to
to music is not to try ‘to put the passage over into
but just to sit and drink it in and enjoy it and let your
be swayed with the harmony and the rhythm. Some
y, that is over our heads. Not at all, it brings musiec
where it can best be appreciated.

When a military band goes by playing Sousa’s “Stars and
Stripes” your being thrills to the very toes of your feet. You
throw your shoulders back, your eyes sparkle, and you want
te fight. How different is your emotional reaction when you
a great organ play Guilmant’s “Marche Funebre”? Then
are sober and sad, your heart almost sobs te the throb-
Ming of the organ, If you hear a pianist playing Grieg’s “To
you are carried along with its delicate witchery, its
ts sinuous beauty. But if you hear some one playing
from “New World Symphony’’ your mood ehange!.

Largo is expansive, majestic. The “Blue Danube”
whispers seductively of amours and passions. Or You
with fear and shudder from heartbreak as you listen
music of “The Erl King’’.

other words music appeals to your moods, plays on
your feelings. It thrills you or saddens you; it inspires you
you as you listen to it and let your feelings rum
with the composition.

These thoughts are prompted by the fact that tomorrow
the Philharmonic orchestra will give its closing con-
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cert of the season in the armory, and in two numbers it will

act as :‘he instrumental accompaniment for the Philharmonic

Willamette university. Some people will be inclined

for hill billy
bands, which are seemingly succeeding in public favor the

airs have the
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Living on the Job as Difficult
As Doing It; Both are Necessary

By D. H. Talmadge, Sage of Salem

It has been & backward sprimg.
This is not mentiomed as news,
but merely a sad evidence of &
darkly reflective nature. It has
been the sort of spring in which
& person discards his galoshes
permanently a number of times,
and then does it again. You thisk
it tiresome? Pshaw! Back in the
flood districts along the Ohio,
folks wear their galoshes to bed.

A Salem citizen's favorite mo-
tion play actress had her face lift-
ed and her nose remodeled, and
she no longer resembles so mark-
edly a girl of whom he thought &
heap long ago. Hence, she is his
favorite motion play actress not
any more. 80 much for art.

Mr.

Still and all, art is art.
en to understand definitely years
ago back In the codfish country
that Mr. Browning is disputed ia

folks whose intellectuals are lim-
ited in both quantity and quality,
though I mnever accepted sush
statements seriously — “Art may
tell a truth obliquely, do the thimg
shall breed the thought, mnor
wrong the thought, missing the
mediate word.” Do you see? Was
ever mud clearer? '

The idea that all honest labor
. be rewarded adequately
sometime somewhere Is 2 good
idea. I llke it. But I reckon we
cannot expect much reward from
winding our watches seven times
on Sunday and not at all durimg
the reamainder of the week,

Place both hands against a din-
ner table and push back. Eome
benefit in a backward spring of
that sort—perhaps,

There are people in the Willam-
ette valley from every state im
the union. I have heard most of
the states referred to by former
residents. In these references
pride is ugually apparent, but aet
;,l;rran. Peopls differ and states
ar,

Jobs are different, too. Some
jobs are really two jobs in ome.
Sometimes it is more of a job M-
ing on a job than it iz working
at it, and It is required that we
do both or neither, Which I
tough. 4

Ignore annoyances. Swell ad-
vice. Tumps' male sheep bufted
Gumps into the horse - trough.
Trumpg said, “Don’t take no at-
tention to him; he don't mean
pothing objectionable.”

Few of us question the iafim-

in which & young man, whose eyes

been
mentalist who framed the experi-

|-ﬂt. But the young man caught

oold.

Oregon Wicctrie — the line of
look.

have of the mea-'ng of the word
suddealy, You can't tell until you

Browning says -— and I was gh-k

matters pertaining to art only by

D. H TALMADGE

BITS

find out whether whea
uses the word he means rig

or some day next week,

It ig little wonder that some

clooks stop. I reckon they simply
break down — get what ia & hu-

man would be termad a nervous

collapse. This is partioularly no-

ticable in clocks belonging te eld-
erly people, ia whose domiclles
time attalns a tremendous rate of

speed. And 1t isa't much of a
joke, either.

Memeorial day agaia — almost.
Ahead of time, as usual. The same
old story, only & bit different each
yoar. Up cemetery Alll to alow
musie. Flowers heaped om the
graves. Down agaim im jigtime,
caps cocked over eome eye. Not
staying — yeot. I wonder if wild
plum blossoms would smell today
as they used to smelli?. Probably
they would and probably they
wouldn't. Flowers weren't so
pleatiful in Boyviile aa they are
in the Wlllameatts valley, but wild
plums were always in bloom on
memorial day. Certainly powerful
sweelt, wild plum blossoams. One
good sniff, and I reckoan I'd de
back for a minute or two, help-
ing the old Third Iowa put down
the rebellion. Of course, I don't
mean to infer that the eold Third
Iowa really put down the re-
bellion, No. Everybody knows
that Qeorge Peck and two or
three other Wisconsin liars 414
that. But the old Third helped
& heap In ome way aand another.
You see, it just happems that it
was our regiment. Father was fa
the Third, aad & lot of other
faliows whom we knew, and we
always thought of the regimeat
as typically repressatative of the
troops that, under the balidog
from Galena, turmed the tide and
saved the union, and we were
mighty proud of it. All over now.
Out of dats. Paase. Trying te
save the country i a differeat
way these days. Countries ecer-
taialy require a heap of saving,
don"t they?

ence of mind over matter. I smee
witnessad a chilly day experimeat
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answer, the Bits man

Queer, the varioud ideas folks

No winner of the §1 prize;
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In this column, issue of May 8,

these paragraphs appeared;
T % %

“The Bits man happens to have

had occaslon, & few days ago, to
look appralsingly at the ofl
painting of Dr. Joha MecLough-
ifm, hanging om the wall back of
the president’s seat im the Ore-
gon senats chamber. The occa-
si¢n is the request of Rufus
well Wilson, of the Press of
Ploneers, New York, for a
graph of that painting, to b
i® making & halftons cut
new edition of Chiitenden's
‘Trade, which that conesra

read

el

ph
®
for a

for
soon.

publication,

i

:
i

i

oo BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICES

by age; in

mellowed painting the world still admires the work
of the masters who put oil to canvas centuries ago, But

A sample: “The correctiomn I
would point out is this: The let-
tering should read, ‘the earliest
settler of the Oregom country,™in-
stead of ‘the earlieat settler of the
territory of Oregon,” for Oregon
iﬁd not become a tertitory until

g840."

Another: “Dr. McLoughlia "‘I

The territory of Oregon was
proelaimed by Governor Jos Lane
March 3, 1849, but the admisaion
the seaste on Sunday,
13, 1848, and was signed
t Polk the following

The date of her admission
tarritory was therefore Au-
14, 1848,
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How many s not kmown:
which was the earliest of them all.

The “glaring™ mistake im the
under the painting is ths

to Dr. McLoughlin
a3 “the earliest ssttler of the ter-

ily* Health Talks

By ROYAL 8. COPELAND, M. D.

By ROYAL 3. COPELAND, M. D.

United States senator from Now York
Former Gommissiener of HWeslth,

lDa

territory until 1848, and that only
about half of #£ in square miles
was included, the other part go-
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