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The Five-Year Plan: An Audit

{ HENRY CHAMBERLIN is one of the best
ikl U' authorities on soviet Russia. His books are regarded
" as reliable and free from prejudice. His knowledge of the
. country is broad and extends over a long term of years. The
. lectures which he recently gave in this country were far
dispassionate than either those of Louis Fischer, friend
‘ E t or of Will Durant whose hurried observa-
‘him a bitter foe of communism. One turns with
" interest therefore to Chamberlin’s article “The Balance
el A g P e et e e
The five-year plan aroused simultaneously enthusiasm
and hope in Russia and foreboding and dread in other na-

~ tions who feared either that a conspicuous success would
- commend the communistic system to their own peoples or

lishment. >
Conceived for the joint agricultural and induatri.!l
velopment of the country on a wide scale, the plan in_
practice is thus described by Chamberlin:

’ “Agriculture has been sacrificed to industry; whilp the un-
suistakably rapld large-scale industrial construction which has
/been achieved has been at the expemnse of anm equally unmistak-

able deterioration in the general living standard.”
It is true that the country has been dotted h
industrial cities and big factories; but efficient operation of
Elt::uhsnotyatbeenuttained.lnthaoﬂ,htctorand
ng divisions the goals have been exceeded;
in iron, steel and coal production the results have been
below expectations. The quantity of the factory output
increasing rapidly, though quality is everywhere

great failure has been in agriculture. Fifteen mil-

households have been organized into collective
and many state farms were created, but the cereal
production has declined. Chamberlin observes:

*“The stimulus of private ownership of land is a tremend-

strong one in agricultural pursuits; and so far, despite
m experimentation, it cannot be said that a satisfactory sub-
stitute has been found. The process euph described
as ‘liguidation of the kulaks' which involved the ex~
termination of the more prosperous four or five percent’of the
peasantry, is also bearing bitter fruits.”

' Food shortages have been continuous, The decline in
the number of animals in the flocks and herds has cut dowa
the meat supply in the cities. Chamberlin comments:

“The five-year plan has gone definitely awry in the com-
plicated sphere of prices, costs and wage-scales. The original
plan prescribed a steady rise in money-wages, to be accompanied
by an even greater intrease in real wages as & result of a re-
duction in the cost of living, The process of increasing money
wages has gone ahead even faster than the plan féresaw; and
it would be easy to a misleading impression of & rapidly
rising standard of living merely citing money wage increases
without mentioning the highly important fact that the purchas-
ing power of the ruble has been dropping mueh faster than the
wages have been rising. . . .There can be no reasonable doubt, in
the light of such obvious facis as the increasingly scanty allot-
ments on ration cards, the fantastically high prices which pre-

i

-' agricultural districts, that the grest majority of the saviet pop-
S\ ulation is distinctly worse off, as regards food supply, than it
4 was before the plan was initiated.”

“Accurate and balanced planning had ,
as Russia has oyed dur-
the miscaleulations which were
both in laying out the original plan and in executing it
80 glaring that if the functioning of the soviet economie
depended upon precise fullilment of the original es-
a very mnegative verdict would have been mnecessary. . . .
Unless some country desires to adopt the soviet system lock,
+ « » the planned economy that is essentially
of the communist dictatorship perhaps of-
for study than for imitatiom.™

these are the problems ahead for Russia as it
second five-year plan:

First, the restoration of the peasant’s will to work.
ning of executives, engineers and
can operate efficiently the big factor-

g

mainhinauﬁm.cto&yhahnee' of pay-
international trade in the face of contracting mar-
falling prices which have prevailed during the
of accomp the industrialization of Rus-
‘in ten years, Chamberlin thinks it will

present century ;—so the outside world need
immediate submergence,

with new
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BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

Bill Griswold, an
interesting old timer:
T %S

This is another interesting eon-
tribution frem C. B. (“Cy")
Woodworth, 374 Fourth street,
Portland, former Salem boy and
young man:

L

W. C. Griswold—" ‘Mr." Gris-
wold to his face and “Bill’ be-
hind his back. He had a figure
very much like the omne attrib-
uted to Santa Claus, The simile
would carry out further;

“ '‘His little round belly,

Shook when he laughed,

Like a bowl fall of jelly."
= %%

“Mighty particular abeut his
dress, especially his . footwear.
He had such little feet, but was
proud of them. He could scarce-
1y see them himself. He waa jo-

| vial and friendly, but strictly bus-

iness. He dealt in scrip, at least

that i what every ome sald he

did, Just what kind of scrip is

not kmown. He made -;3 trips

to Washingtoa, D. C. what

he weat for he kept to himsell,
S %%

“He was & Yeory progressive
man, always into something, His
monument is ‘Griswold’s bloek.’
It was also known as ‘Griswold's
opers house.” It housed some
fine actors in its time and also
many historical meetings, Mem-
ory recalls—perhaps not correet-
Iy—that the senténcing of Beale
and Baker for the murder of De-
laney took place in this opera
house. It was plannéd to create
a panie by anndoupcing in some
way that the opera house wWas
unsafe, and while the panic was
on to permit the prisoners to es-
cape. The panie part worked;
one woman fainted, which added
t{o the trouble, but the prisomers
did not get away; were sentenced
and hanged. -

“Griswold also put im a Wwsater
system for South Salem. He got
the water from a well which he
dug just south of the millpond.

value, That was over 60 years
ago. Many who drank the water
are still alive, so it could not
have boen very deadly. The sys-
tem was afterwards takem over
by the city.

e

“Another activity which
owned and operated was the ‘Sa-
lem Woolen Mills companY,' lo-
cated in North Salem, just across
the street from Lincoln Wade's
store. This mill turned out the
finest kind of cloth and blankets
which had a reputatiom far and
wide. Griswold did not build it
He bought it.-There iz a hasy
maemory that trickles down that
when the mijl wasg buflt that a
ball was given in it which was
attended by many notables and
the fashiom and elite of Salem.
Perhaps some one eam remember
this ball. Murray Wade shouid
know something aboat It. It
caught on fire and burmed down
while Griswold owned it It
a great loss to Balem at the timé.

T %

“He had a damghter ‘Jemnie’,
an artist—a real ome—with the
brush, 8he was also an elocution-
ist. Those who ecan  remember
her rendition of “Curfew ghall
not ring tonight!’ will remember
it with a thrill., Bhe heard of
Multnomah Falls and went tp see
them. It was quite a trip. The
steamer landed about half a mile
away, a trall led through the
brush and & swamp had to be
crossed. It so appealed to her ar-
tistiec nature that she had her fa-
ther buy the falls. She actually
had a vested title to these falls,
She lost it by defanit for taxes,
but the title was so clouded,
when the elty of Portland sought
to buy them a short time ago,
that it was necessary to get a
quit-claim deed from Jennis CGris-
wold to clear the title.

= % 5N

“W. O, Griswpld and Co. was
the name of a store on Fromt
strest Portland, Oregon, in 1352,
It was known zll over the siate;
later it was moved to Criswold’s
blotk in Salem, where it retained
all of Its old customers and made
many new omes, It was an inshd
tution in Salem. Mr. Griswold
Was an sssel, ag he was alwayw

never idle a mo-

doing something,
méat. Later he closed out his In- th

terests in Salem, moved to Port-
land, where he dfed.”
b
The Griswold block Js now
knowa as the Murphy block,
southwest cormer of Commercial
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always said.
“What about that
that you and he
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17, 1857, often described im this
column-—attended by Phil Sheri-
dan, all the territorial officery and
most of the people them promin-
ent in Oregon. That was the plo-
neer woolem mill of the whole Pa-
cific coast.

The plant was destroyesd by fire
the night of May 2, 1876, and not
rebuilt—and the loss gave Salem

R.
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T CALL ON F.
<

e+ » Of Old Salem

Y esterdays

of Portland. T. T.
Burkhart will go on trisl mext
month on a similar charge.

¥y
elected W. L. Jones of Jeffersom
chairman to succeed Charles

:

Harding, county clubd .
talk on elub work.
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