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“No Favor Sways Us; No
From First Statesman, March 28, 1851
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Nailing on the Mortgage

N reconsideration the senate passed the grange power
bill which is another step toward putting the state in

the power business to the tune of $65,000,000 financed by a
blanket mortgage on the property of the state. At a time
when legislation is devoted to lifting burdens from property
owners and going as far as possible toward easing the mort-
gage load from the backs of debtors the legislators are ad-
vancing plans to put the biggest bond of all on the people
of Oregon. It is true that the people voted the power amend-
ment last fall; but that does not make it rational legisla-
tion, It is true that the bill calls for further popular vote
before bonds may be issued; but the power bill is merely
another part of the program of the wrecking crew who are |
out to destroy private investment in utility services through
the weapon of public bonding power and public taxation.

“Without cost to the taxnayers”, the shibboleth of the
George Joseph campaign, is merely the will-o’-the-wisp to
lead the people on. Oregon had the same golden pictures
painted for financing of irrigation-districts over a decade
ago; and now the legislature is expunging liens on property
of land owners in irrigation districts. The public ownership
program for the state may succeed; though political man-
agement has not been conspicuously successful in most forms
of enterprise, If it fails however the burden falls right
back on the public through taxation. At the present time,
with Oregon having the largest indebtedness per capita of
any state in the union, save one, it is dangerous business to
pile on additional debt. Already the state’s credit has suf-
fered from the unwise fiscal policies of the state.

A companion bill which is likewise fraught with dan-
ger is the one which calls for a bond issue of $3,000,000 to
duplicate some federal money for improvement of the Wil-
lamette. This is in the face of the report of army engineers
that prospective savings do not warrant the expenditure on
the river. The bait held up is power from the dams at one
or two points below Salem. In all probability this would be
high cost power, The stream flow fluctuates widely ; the head
is low; the dam would be long and expensive. There is a pow-
er generating surplus capaciiy at the present time. And
cheaper units may be installed in better situated mountain
gtreams.

The propaganda for “free power” has caused a general
hystdria. The public and legislators have the jitters. Instead
of looking a business deal over critically the mass mind swal-
Jows the hokum and votes millions at the same time it is
chiseling dimes off of policemen’s salaries and tradesmen’s

Let the grange and the political housewives stick to their
text and provide power “without cost to the taxpayers”; and |
not only without cost, but also “without risk to the taxpay-

public debt to engage their labors for a decade. If the grange
proponents were practical they would propose some plan for
acquiring the common stock of existing utilities. But of
ccurse that would not provide fresh jobs for engineers, con-
tractors and material-men.

In this time of stringency the state better await the
working-out of its newly inspired regulation bill before it
takes the plunge off the deep end into sixty-five millions of
fresh debt and political ownership.

Ratifying Conventions

F the lower house of the national congress passes the

Blaine resolution for repeal of the 18th amendment, then

it will be submitted not to legislatures of the several states,

but to special constitutional conventions summoned to vote

on the particular issue. The terms of the Blaine resolution

specify this, but do not make any call for such state conven-

tions, the machinery for which must be created by the
states.

It then becomes the duty of the several state legislatures
to enact legislation to convene such an assembly, The Oregon
senate voted down the Upton bill. If the national lower
house does pass the Blaine resolution before the Oregon leg-
islature adjourns then it will be the clear duty of the Oregon
legislature to pass legislation either the revived Upton bill
or another measure on the subject,

The dries cannot afford to be other than good citizens.
Oregon has a right and duty to express itself through prop-
er constitutional means on the proposed amendment. Oregon
voters on the clear-cut issue of retention or repeal of the
18th amendment will speak their voice; and the wets and |
dries will have ample opportunity for conducting whatever
campaign they desire to control the convention. Though we
have consistently supported the 18th amendment, we have
never refused to give the people the opportunity to express
themselves again on this question, Presuming that the re-
peal amendment is to be submitted, the Oregon legislators,
regardless of personal opinions on prohibition, should com-
ply with the conditions which are thus imposed.

Just why the senators and representatives taxr themselves to
present their presiding officers with a bumch of silverware is ome
of the mysteries of human nature. The way men break their necks
to get the honors one would think the prestige of the position would
be adequats compensation. But even in a bard times year like the
present when some of the legialators cam hardly house and feed
themselves through the sessiom, they all jump like shesp to pungle
up real money for a gift to the speaker or president of the senate
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Salem's first street oars:
% % )

(Continued from yesterdayt)
T, H. Hubbard, one of the stook-
holders and directors, is ths man-
ager of the company's lines and
business,

“Following is a complete lst
of the stockholders of the Salam
Street Raflway company, at the
preaent time:

T % %

Bquire Farrar & Co., 8. 8. Lam-
port, George H, Hatch, Ben Forst-
ner, George F. Bmith, Joseph Al-
bert, D. Grierson, P. 8, Knlght,
Edward Weller, Wm. Brown, Geo.
W. Johnson, T. 0. Shaw, Stelner

Gabrielson, T. McoF. Patton,
Moores & Manning, 0. W. Hellen-
brand, Theo. Nolf, J. J. Dalrym-
ple, J. H. McCormick, R. P. Bolse,
Gilbert Bros., Dan J. Fry, Gee. D.
Goodhue, Lunn & Brown, B M.
Walte, 8. T. Northcutt, J. W. Hod-
gon, John Molir, J. A. Baker, Lot
L. Pearce, Wm. England, H. W,
Cottle, N. H Burley, A. N. Gdl-
bert, T. J. Croaise, J. A. Cook,
J. H. Bridgeford, Joha Ferguson.
W. W. Hutehinsoa, L. L. Row-
land, A. E. BStrang, Chas. B.
Moores, John @. Wright, J. J.
Shaw, C. L. Keller, 5. R. Jessup,
Norris Brown, John Q. Wilson,
Klinger & Beck, Monree & Bell,
Rhoda A. Edes, 8. W. OChureh,
Ladd & Bush, T. H. Hubbard,
R. J. Hendricks, W. M. Kaiser,
H. 8. Jordan, Angie MoCulloch,
0. B. & A. N. Moores, George A.
Conn, Cook & Minthora, J. 8.
Bridgeford, T. J. Cherrington, L.

By R. J. HENDRICKS

the Polytechnie school, wherethe
state school for the deaf is mow.
Also up Center street to 14ith, out
13th street to Morningside addi-

EAKFAST

tion, and still other extentions
ware made,
"% %
Oattorlin, §. M. La¥ore, Paul Ob-
erheim, J. 0. Brown, G. O. Brown, That fall, the Oapitol Gity Rail-

way was organized, incorporated
Nov, 19, 1889, with $25,000 cap-
ftal stoek, the imcorporatorg be-
ing Rev. P. 8. Knight, David
Simpson, Geo. W. Webb, Otto
Krausse, W. T. Gray, M. L. Cham-
beriin and lLouls Kubn; capital
stock later imcreased to $50,000.
The first company could not se-
cure financial resources fast
enough te satisfy property hold-
ers in some sections—including
along east Siate street; and Lou-
is Kuhn, among the promoters of
the rival line, being manager for
the concern contracting for prison
labor making stoves at the pen-

Obarles Watt, R. 5. Wallace,
Frank Davey, Willis & Qhamber-
lia, J. H. Albert, Chas. A. Gray,
George H. Baubert,
% %S

! By working night forces during
1 the closing days of the period, the
contracters had the line te the
Southern Pacifie passenger depot
ready for operatiom on Tueaday,
January 15, 1889, though Man-
ager T. H. ("Tom"™) Hubbard had
experienced some difficulties in
getting bis drivers and the horses
and mulas acocustomed te their
new work, and & few days passed

& Blosser, John Knight, Wm. N. | before everything was limbered | jtentiary, was especially comcern-
Ladue, P. J. Larsen, Geo. J.|up and the system operating|ed4 in having strest car comnec-
Pearce, Hugh MeNary, J. B.|smoothly, tion out that way—and Rev, P. 8.
Stnmp, George Willlams, 0. D. T %% !

Knight was {ioterested im town
. lots im that section.
e
The Capitol City Raliway peo-
ple went the pioneer company one

There was & news item ia The
Statesman of Friday of the fol-
lowing week reading im part:
“The great sucoess o! the street

railway, which s already indl-| hetter—consiructed and equipped
cated beyond expectation, has | glectrie lines to the prisom, the
aroused the peopls to the full

stats fair grounds by way of the
Fairgrounds road, etc. This was
one of the first electrie sireet
ralilway asystems (m the United
Btateg or anywhere in the world.
Not a great deal of time elapsed
before there was a consolidation,
and all lineg were electrified,
T e

None of the first stockholders
made any protfits, excepting indl-
rectly by reason of the growth of
pany has accepted the proposi-|the city; and few i any were
tion and will bufld right off. ., .| heard to eomplain.
There remains but $350 of the b "
| Center street bonus now."” | Followed many changes; sev-
' % % % | aral new ownerships, from time
| The line was soon extended o | to time. Finally, all the lines went
lNor‘lh MIill oreek, and, later, on | over to & subsidiary compamy of

the BSouthern Pacifie rallroad,

sense of the faoct that it s & great
convenisnos and a vast influencs
ia bullding up the city along its
route. Accordingly there is a com-
mendable effort made to have it
extended In differsmt direeotions,
and in some cases with success.
The resideats along Commercial
street have raised & bonus of §600
te have the line built morth (te
North Mill ereek), and the ecom-

Henderson, Robert Ford, F. J.'out to _Highhml addition, even to
L
Dally Health Talks
By ROYAL S. COPELAND, M. D. \

that was building many interur-
bam systems in California, and is
oparating them still. In the ocase
of the Los Angeles sectiom over
1000 miles of such lines.

| 5 % %

The concern proposed the same

By ROYAL S, COPBLAND, M.D.
 United States Senator from New York.

Former Commissioner of Heslth,
New York Oify.

EVEN THOUGH some appear to
knows that
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for merely doing his duty. We'd like to be president of the senate
ons year just to make a grand gesture and tell the members to !
keep their five plunks instead of making a forced gift of it, :

A Lane county tax group condemns ths governor and treasurer |
for borrowing two million dollars from banks on the ground that
it was consummated “without proper publicity”. In our opinion there
was 50 darn much publicity mbout the state’'s needing to borrew
money that we came near not getting it at all. The Lane counmty
group ought to subscribe to one of the Eugene dailies and keep mp
with the news.

scrip is that it is like catching a snowball ®
to get rid of it befors it melts., Some of the
the goodness of their heart asreed to take some of the local serip
which has been floated around here soon found It

tills. There is & limit even on & merchaat's bolag &
e —

Just what Representative Paulus thought a national constitu-
tional convention could o to mest preseat economie is
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When the Iatter is used thres ia-

(Turn to Page §)

vals when toxeld is |
are given two wesks apart. |
Hvery obild should be givea I e a ety
tection aguinst diphtheris
:. caused i v I
™ aE :
el Y AIVE- -
food, h‘ be .‘“‘ Let from
or & Ay teras
::gm-r.t'ﬂ-. Statesman Readers
* To the Bditor:
“m m-:u My past experiemce with The
suffering from the dlscass, Statesman leads me to believe
ase called : ally misieading, but I wish to call
is estimated one or twe per sttedtion to information m your
of the population are editorial of Sunday that is by neo
m‘. inmmtmm
muﬂmm’x | Yom staie that sechool earoll-
besa a marked reduction in the | ment increased 3I5% Dbetween
ber of childrem recelving 11923 sad 1933, but neglected to
inecuiationa. Iu csmssquence, | polnt out that high school earoll-
m&rﬂ increase |ment imcreased 90% during the
e Save 3sl mmmmﬂ { same period. While most elemen-
this protection against & serious and | 77 schools could handle thelr
often fatal diseass, you are |slight Increase with little more
him & great injustice. I am | cost, the sudden doubling of high
dent 1t i & mistake to pegiect this | 5Chool enroliment emtalled build-
TM ing programs and other expensive
have hesitated because you |cxpansion. Of course, high school
mﬂmm costs are more than elamentary
=-.h“¢~“ costs, just as college costs are
greater of the tomold |above high school costs. Even-
treatment. can be assured @ |cost of UVINF"N the HOome in-|
protaction against this Cl.-: creases with age.
Wm —y Your figures about taxation are
-mm“w‘; 'also misleading. You guote the
sician ot local beard of heaith statien 1;:":‘:;1’:‘3‘“';'1':;“',’"9?.
- -.:..' e ! for lmma-omutm
Asswers te Health Querise substantially same. But you
Susiness Man. QI have a gall omit all reference to taxes on me-
badder disturbamos and cannot seem | |, Lo0y VeBicle licenses, inhes-
to God opt Just what foods I should itance, intangibles and incomes
ot to avold the attacks Can you ;ndmhom-.ott.mmn
haelp AXES,
ﬂm-lu-: schools received 31.4% In 1831
savalope &3d and 309% in 1931 or an actual do-
creass of 1.0% for the decads.
“(OURprighs, 988, K. P\ B, ine)—— "—f-wonder if the $18,479,748.30
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“He's a straight man, sir, saved

or doomed.”

“Hum. Seen him, Adam1?!™
*Often.”

"Nt You're an ass, Grinch |

never felt better In my life.”

(Te Be Comtinged)

Copyright, 1932, by Robert M. McBride & Ca
[ P
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of taxes (and this must mean the
amount levied, not collected) is
not of at least equal value to the
$19,913,846.00 spent in one year
fn this state for cigarettes? Im
the same year $37,277,179.00 was
spent for amusements and small
loxuries, and $7,697,882.00 for
jewelry and cosmetics. For every
dollar speat for educatiom five is
spent for automobiles.

Your statement that all school
oosts were declining during this
period merely shows your ignor-
ance. It is true that some items
declined, but these items were &
trivial part of the toial school ex-
penses. I doubt if members of
The Statesman family found per-
sonal living expenses cheaper un-
til quite receatly. Evideantly the
cosl of operation of The States-
man plant has not declined appre-
clably. Toe many costs, like inter-
st are fixed costs.

Nevertheless, had I the author-
ity the legislature now has, I
think I could reduce school costs
considerably in some places. There
are inequalities in efficlency, in-
equalities in abiiity to support
education ete. The principal pro-
posals for remedy so far proposed
would increase these imequalities
and inefficiencies and PASS THE
BUCK to those already most bar-
rassed. Wisely the majority of the
members of the legislature have
voted down most of these meas-
ures which Dave comsumed the
time that should have beea avail-
able for ocoastructive measures
ke the bill for a vote
on the county uait plan. Certaim-
ly there should be some form eof
coentralization to smooth out the
inequalities, reduce unnecessary
overhead

provide
the | GREATER PER PUPIL OPPOR-

' TUNITY AT DECREASED PER

PE IL COST. The other day the
Was

300% to 50%.

In this state the state wishes to
r"mﬂl]‘mu

property tax, and relieve the
countles, but what of the local
districts? Has anyone yet had the
statesmanship to evem propose
substitute taxatiom for local dis-
tricts? There have been taxes on
motor fuel, licenses, inheritance,
income, intangibles and excise
taxes, and there are other tazes
proposed. Where does the local
district come in for relief?

proposed to cut the elementary
school fund that goes to local dis-
tricts, to cut the county schoel
fund that goes to local distriets,
to cut the tuition fund that helps
equalize the load around high
school districts and gives equal
opportunity im education. Thoe
height of asininity is the Gordon
bill to cut local levies because the
state has shirked Its duties and
has lesg to cut.

Don’t worry. Local levies have
beem cut and will be omt
by those who knmow coasid-
erably more about local ecom-
ditions tham Mr. Gerdon,
or The Statesman. Mr. Gordon,
The Statesman and others have
forgotten that CUTTING COUN-
TY LEVIES WILL FORCE IN-
CREASE, RATHER THAN DB-
CREASE OF LOCAL BURDENS.
To suddealy cut such equalisiag

TRICTS TO INCREASE TAXA-
TION wherever that is possible,
and elsewhere there will be fur-
ther inflation of warranted in-
debtedness.

Many schools would be closed

unem-
unem-
ployed now are youths that ought
to be in school instead of keep-
i.h‘u.m of familles in the bread

revenue will FORCE LOCAL DIS-|

Let's pass any bills looking to-
ward centralization, equalization
and reduction of overhead liks
the ecounty unit bill, It is moraly
permissive legislation, can do no
harm and might do much good
Let's got behind the best bills for
substitute taxation, subordinal-
ing our persomal interests and
prejudices to relieve the property

|tax of its excessive and unjust
On the other hand, it has been | share.

It possible {include 112
school taxpayer in this rallef

I have been working and vol-
ing for equalization and subst!-
tute taxation, and reduction of
overhead expense and will contin-
ue to do so.
H. B. TOBIE.

To The Citiaens
of Salem:

I believe in honesty, falr
dealing and justice, and I have
faith in the eftizens of Salem,
especially those who have put
their shoulder to the whesl
and have helped to make this
the beautiful little city that it
1s. Our merchants and bus!-
neas men are doing their best
to get along In these moneyless
times.

I believe the photographic
business leads the list in poor
business during such times a®
we are now passing throuzh,
and the fact that depsartment
stores are adding the pho'o-
graphie business to their now
too many lines, does not ereate
the best of feeling among the
I know that the
in the Pacifle
Northwest will join me in saJy-
ing that it is “unfair’” In prac-
tice and In principle.

Your local photographers
must eat, and if you have any
dollars to spend for photos.
spend them with your regulsr
photographers. That is the way
he makes his living It is to
your interest and his, and ben-
efits Salem.

submit the
your careful




