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Russia Changes Policy

HE Russian peasants have triumphed over the theories
of the working class contrel. The bolsheviks have been
first of all the proletariat of the cities, the industrial work-
ers who number only a small percentage of Russia’s mil-
lions. The masses ate still the peasants of the steppes, the

. ulturists, the stock-raisers. Fcr years there has been

versy between the peasant classes and the soviets.

Russia demanded foreign goods, could pay for them only

with exports after its stock of czarist gold was exhausted.

So Russia drained the farms and the country of wheat, ship-

ped it out of the country. The result: people in the city went

hungry, peasants in the country lacked sufficient wheat for
food for themselves and seed for the next crop. Their horses

and cows died for lack of fodder.

The peasants worked out their own problem. They call- ‘
ed no conferences, that would have brought them only
death. They made no appeals to Moscow. They simply re-
fused to raise the crops. And where grain was planted the
peasants found ways of secreting stores for their own re-
quirements; and deliveries to the food commissioners fell

off. This winter has seen much distress in the cities.

Now Vyacheslaff M. Molotoff, president of the union
council of people’s commissars, and Joseph Stalin, leader of
the communist party, have issued a decree cancelling the
grain collection system which has irritated the peasants,
and substituted a method of “tax in kind”, In what way this
is different is not known; but the fact that a change is
made shows that the communist leaders have had to bow to

the will of the peasants.

The state farms and great collectives have not succeed-
ed in supplying ample food and an export surplus. Russia

exports far less than she did in Czarist days.

Meantime faction shows its head in Russia. In spite of
frequent purgings, many high-placed officials plot against
Stalin’s control. There have been many alterations of policy
in late months. The grip of Joseph Stalin seems not so firm

as when he first went into power on Lenin’s death.

Are Schools the Goat?

DITORS at Eugene heard stirring appeals to preserve
the higher educational institutions of the state and the
soundness of the state's credit. Chancellor W, J, Kerr voiced
a plea for saving the fruits of years of work in building up
the higher school system; and Leslie M. Scott admonished
the editors that the people must bear the necessary taxes
for restoring the working capital of the state and prevent

the crippling of the siate’s credit.

The higher institutions feel that they are being made
the “goat” of retrenchment. Their income was cut over a
million dollars the last bienniam, through the appNeation of
a referendum. Receipts from non-tax gpurces also declined
and the new budget shows a further cut of $830,000 for the
next biennium. The cut in revenues already is about 85%
and the ways and means committees are proposing increased
cuts of salaries which would bring the salary of a full pro-

fessor down to $2600. Chancellor Kerr stated plainly:

o

““Not the faculties but the state will suffer irrcmediable
loss should these measures obtain. It takes half a century te
build up our schools but they cam be destroyed overnight. It
would take Oregzon 30 years to overcome the results of such

an error.”

Two years ago this paper criticized the budget submit-
ted by the state board of higher education and said the time
demanded a reduction in operating costs. Over the protest of
the board those reductions were finally forced. There is a
limit however to how far the state can go in slashing expen-
ses and still maintain institutions. The state cannot expect
to retain able professors for $2600 a year. If the state has
to cut off another million from the Hanzen budget for high-
er institutions the only wise thing to do is to shut up some

of the schools, or lop off many departments.

Fresh Stir By the W;a-te_r Company

HE city council may just as well let the mills of justice
continue to grind to determine the validity of the water
bonds, If the issuwe is invalidated, that ends the second chap-
ter. If the bond issue is upheld then the city may proceed to
bargain for the water plant, It will be far better to acquire
the plant by negotiation than by costly condemnation with

its interminable delays.

If when the time comes and the city and company can
®agree on a price (a prospect none too rosy), then if sale of
bonds is still out of the question the council may be able to
work out some purchase contract with the company. Mean-

time let the law take its course.

President Elliott is an engaging gentleman whose visits
are always welcome, It is baffling however to keep up with
the company’s change of front. At one time they appear
over-anxious to sell their property; again they will back re-
peal elections to block the whole effort under the guise of a
sudden anxiety about completing the filter plant, just as
though they wanted to hang on here till the river runs dry.
When the bargain time does arrive however the city and Mr.

Elliott ought to make an earnest and honest effort to come
to a price agreement.

Old Mother Holman

He went to the cupboard
To get the poor doggles a boue

When he got there
It wasn't quite bare,

And so the poor doggies got sowe.

The Yakima Republic thinks the depression must be about over
because the bottom of the bag full of asinine suggestions must be

reached. Weo are not so sure. Walt till the “asw deal”

COnEZress-
mea get to functioning. Most all the fool theories for litting our-
selves back to riches ars old stuff however. Read the populist plat-

forms of the '90's or the congressional debates in 1873.

Ralph Watson writes In the Portland Journal that the state
highway engineers will proceed to *slide-rule” the state finances.
Nothing new; the rule has been to let 'em slide for some time.

Porbaps Art Perry of the Medferd Mail-Tribune could tell ws

whether the name of the Jackson county judge is pronounceq “fail”,
“fool”, “fell"” or *foal”.
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L The senate falled to spply cloturs to shut off Huey Long. It
“might try tonsilitis, - —
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Y esterdays

« .« Of Old Salem
Town Talks from The States-

man of Earlier Days

January 22, 1908

WASHINGTON—The upshot of
heated debate in the senate ves-
terday over senators being em-
ployed by publie service corpora-
tions was a declaration by Clark
that Bryan would be nominated
at the Denver convention and of
Boutell that Speaker ‘“Joe" Can-
non would be made a republican
candidate at Chicago in June.

PORTLAND — Multn omah
Amateur Athletie elub will have
ag fine an athletic field as there
is in the United States, and the
only exclusively improved
grounds adjacent to 2 club home,
when proposed improvements to
cost $20,000 are carried onut.

Development of fruit growing
in the Woodburn district is fore-
seen in the ineorporation yester-
day of the West Woodburn Frult
Land company, by W. W, Hall R.
H. Lee Steiner, F¥. J. Rice and An-
gle McCulloeh.

January 28, 1028

When an Oregon Electirig train
with Elbert Bede of Cottage
Grove aboard arrived in Salem at
7 o'clock yesterday morning, Bede
wag sound asleep. The comductor
didn’'t discover that Beds should
have been awakened on arriving
here, until the train was 10 min-
utes past the house reading
clerk’s destination. Bede walked
back to Salem.

Senator Dennis declares the key
to tax reduction in Oregon is con-
tained in a bill which he intro-
duced yesterday, prohibiting any
tax levying body during 1923 and
1924 from levying a tax amount-
ing to more than 90 per cemt of
the tax levied in 1922. Taxes teo
pay vprineipal and interest om
bonds would be excluded.

American Leglon officials are
backing a bill Introduced by Rep-
resentatives Bafley and Huston
which would restrict holding of
land by allens,

New Views

What d¢ you think of the legis-
lature’s proceedings to date? This
was the guestion asked yesterday
of the following persons:

A. R, Manning, poultry man:
*“] gueas it's all right in a way,
though I suppose they could do &
lot more. I guess the trouble is
thers are too many laws now,
really.”

W. E. Hanson, absiractor:
“They have done so little there's
nothing to think about se far. Of
course, the first two weeks they
never do much. The tax program
is what I am interested in. Have
they anything to present yet?"

F. B. Neer, Salem Brick & Tile
company: “I haven't pald any at-
temtion to L. It is more inter-
esting, the Holman-Meier affair.”™

HOME PRODUCTS DINNER
SILVERTON, Jan. 21—Ap Ore-

[BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

| bed republican county, by & mar-

A roecord short prayer:
0ld jokes of legizlaters: {
TS % {
Former Governor T. T. Qeer,
ia his book, “Fifty Yeara ia Ore-
gon,” mentioned many Incidents
in his career as a membear of the
legislature, some of
ing ones.

them amus-

%%

He spoke of the 1881 session
as one in the "ara of good feel-
ing,"” after the political pot had
bolled in this state for 50 years,
“with a good ol4 fashioned boll
almost without intermission.” The
30 year Mitchell fight, for {u-
stance, had for the time been
abandoned, and John H. Mitchsall
recelved avery vote in the repub-
lican cauncus, with not a msmber
of that party absent. Many other
festering old sores had dried up.

L T

He wrote about the ambitions
of H. B. Mlller and himsslf to get
the seat of Binger Hermanm in
congress; Oregon then having
only one congressman. So the pair
of them, while serving in the low-
or house of that session, with
Geer as speaksr, hatched wuwp
sure-fire scheme to beat Binger.
They were to coanive with three
other mea from differsat sections
who esach likewise had the con-
gressional bee in his bonnet, and
together the five would garner
onough delegates im the next re-
publican state convention se that
the total of thelr support would
cuttop the Hermana streagth—
and thus, by a final coup, one of
the five would carry off the eov-
oted nomination.

T % %

They secured their lieutenants,
secretly, and Miller, belng from
Josephine county and Hermana
from Douglas, it was thelir idea to
put om a major drive for delegates
in southern Oregon. Time before
the conveamtion grew short. Geer
became impatiemt. He had net
heard how the battle was going in
southern Oregon. Bo he wrote &
letter to Miller—a letter of only
one word and a question point,
reading: “Wall?” In thres days
came & reply, dated Grants Pass,
March 13, 18982, worded:

“l was delighted to hear that
you are ‘well.’ Good health s s
great blessing.”

After the state coaveamtion in
April, Geer was not surprised to
note in fhe newspapers that Bim-
ger Hermann had been nonria-
ated “without serious opposition.”

% % %
(Mr. Geer might have writiaa

3
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gin of six votes. He rose and
spoke:
%%

“ ‘In these timea & watch has
become sn article of mecessity and
not one of luxury, as was former-
ly the cass. Fverybody now, even
the poor man, carries a wateh,
and I move that this secti be
stricken out in the interest the
COMMON PEOPLRE. . . ..

“Starr of Benton, a mam who
had not been on his feet before
during the entire session, ssked

*“ ‘] am opposed to striking out
this section. Just a few minutes
ago we adopted a section which
taxes horses, and I object to tax-
ing horses and exempting wateh-
es, for hundreds of times I have
seen young fellows om the Leng
Tom (river) riding $4 cayuses
and oarrying $40 watchos.'

“After which Holmes' proposed
amesndment dida’t have a look-

in.”
T % %

Gesr told of the remarkable
memory and ability to decipher
hand writing of Glema O. Holmaan,
reading clerk for the session.
That was belore the day of the
typewriter, and Holman never fal-
tered, evema with the most out-
landish scrawls, Geer put up a job
on him. It was with the bill for a
law to protect pheasants. Geer
wrote the final varlety of pheas-
ants proposed te be protected,
“scholmeringu,” in such a riot of
hen-tracks as to puszzle & pundit
or give pauss to a Philadelphia
lawyer, and leot in his fellow
members om the concocted at-
tempt to confound Holman: bdut
he recorded im his book:

“Here is the way Holman read
it, while the house listened aad
watched to see him forced to =md-
mit his defeat: ‘It aball be um-
lawful to kill or have In posses-
sloa . . . any ring-necked pheas-
ant, silver pheasant, goldea pheas-
ant, green Japanese pheasant,
Reeves pheasant—or any other
kind of pheasant,’ and he weat
right on with a broad smile on his
face, while the house indulged in
a round of laughter at my fallure
to trap the versatile translator of
duck tracks, et al.”

= % %

Holman was at the house read-
ing clerk’s desk in the sessions of
‘80, '89, '91 and '98. Wrote Geer:
“One day toward the last of the
sessiom of '#3 he was calling the
roll, . . . perfunctorily, as the pre-
ceedings were very uminteresting,
when he came to the name of
Merritt of Jacksom county, who
had beea a member the preceding
session. Whea Holman came te
his name that day he unconscious-
ly switched from the roll-call of
‘98 to that of 91, and followed
Merritt’s name with thoss which
sacceeded his in the session of
two years before. The ‘break’ was
not noticed until some of the
members were astonished te hear
names of mem called who had
gone down to defeat, and some
even were dead.

“After adjournment, in com-
::nung n::: :. {ncident, Hol-

n repeated, from memory, the
roll-call of 91 without hesita-
tion, and evem repeated that of
1880, 13 years before, with but &
fow mistakes.”™

T % %

Geer wrote In his book, of the
closing days of the '91 legisla-
tare, that a

** By Warwick
Deeping
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‘ “T]‘le Cha“ernge of_. Love

vulgar
of low Radi-
Dr. Threadgold pulled out his

any
clamour om the part

well.”

friends—"" :
“0 yes—I knew Kermody pretiy,

“One of the most perfeet gen
men I have ever met. [ suppose you
have often listened to Sir Joshua's
lectures, Mr, Wolfe?” |
“Yes, for one whole year.”

“What an opportunity for yo
young men. Quite an education—i
manners, | have oftem heard th
medical students are such vulga
young fellows, Sir Joshua Is jus¥
the ene to provide them with a little
polish. The hospital should be very,
proud of Sir Joshua.” i

(Te Be Continued) '

Copyright, 1932, by Robert M. McBride &

Without Sentiment, the Man Who
Whistles for the Sake of Music?

By D. H. Talmadge, Sage of Salem

When 1 came to Salem many
of the historieal fizures, human
and otherwise, were still In evi-
dence.

I have a little story ol ome
of these figuresa which may be
worth the telling. Any references
I may make to myself im the
matter are mersly for explana-
tory purposes and will, I trust,
be pardoned. '

The Ladd. & Bush bank at
Commercial amd BState streets
was, whea I first knew it, an old-
fashioued institution with trees
about it. South of the bank in/
that block of Commercial street
were Hauser Bros.” sporting
goods store, Huater's electric
store, Claude Johnson's cleaning
shop, Bock's “greem front"™
loon, Al Majors" Standard Liquor §
company, Theodore Barr's plumb-§
ing shop and a number of mnon-§
descript shacks. _

Johnson sublet ths rear half
of his room te a printer, and I
was for a time that printer—a
hopeful stranger—a factor in the
business life of Balem, aand per-
haps its most no-actount factor.

I made am effort, and got
along after a fashion, but that
printing business was certainly a
sick one, It had locomotor ataxia
and fallen arches and blind stag-
gers and fainting spells and
goodness knows what all. It was
the most disecouraging printing
business, I thiak, ia the United
States at that time.

But things Dhappened, even
amidst the gloom, to save omne's
interest in life from & complete
washout.

One afterncoa I was sitting at
the ecstablishmeat's siogle win-
dow, which commanded a dis-
piriting view of a small sea of
mud, on the further shore of
which was & cheerfuily bdlank
brick wall, whea the door
slammed open amd an old gentle-
man rushed into the room.
h"A printing office, oh?T" said

“Yes, sir,” sald I; “at least it

“I onts had s printing office.”™
he sald, “Where's yeur press!”
I indicated the 8x13

A & Priee-mastadon, hat he appear-

-

D. H. TALMADGE

ed to find difficulty in seeing it.
He was interested only Im news-
paper presses. He wandered rest-
lessly about the place, looking
at one thing and another, for a
time. -
Suddealy a change came over
him, and he seated himself on a
box and talked of his. mewspaper
experiences. All clear as crystal
for a few minutes, Very enjoy-
able while it lasted. Thea the
restlessness came on him again,
and presently, announncing that
59 had some duties awaiting him
at the bank, he passed hurrledly

ing my brief rtay ia that dingy.
batk room when he came ia
gave me fiecting glances of
mind that in the day of
malcy had been a power in &
empire.

When I hear talking to-
day of Ashael the

men
Bush,

outstaoding 1individual im the
Salem of his time, I feel that I
was, ia a way, a friend of Lis.
for in those intervals whenm ho
saw clearly and when the rews-
paper which he had edited was

arain im his thoughts we rvisited
together on common ground.

Every community has its ou’-
standiag men, This {s true, more
particunlarly, of communities in
their early development. In a city
of thousands the individuals who
seem vital to fits life and pro-
gress may usually be counted om
the fingers of one hand,

Bul outstanding men differ in
the manner of their outstand-
ing.

Suggested by a current motion
picture, there has been much re-
miniscent talk in Salem during
the past week of IHHorace Tabor
of Denver, who was an outstand-
:n. citizen in the Colorade coun-
ry.

Compare Horace Tabor with
Ashael Bush, Tabor was a gam-
bler whom fortune =miled upon
for a time, but who, when for-
tune, or luck, no longer smiied,
became pitifully helpless. Bush
was shrewd, far-seeing, dynamie.
He planned and labored for com-
munity development becanse his
Bood sense told him that thus
would his personal benefits be
enhanced. And wher he depart-
ed from this life he left an in-
stitutfon which is perhaps clos-
er to the lives and finterests eof
more Marior county folks than
is aay other.

An elderly man said to me
not long ago, “"Ashael Bush was
& man without sentiment.” 1 deo
not think this fs entirely true.
His newspaper of long age must
have beem more to him tham a
mere means to an end. Else why
in his failing days did he still
carry it in his thoughts?

Furthermore, during those vis-
fts to the little printing office, he
sometimes whistled. Il not say
he was much of a whistler. Like
Genaral Grant, he did the whistl-
ing arnd let the tune take care
of itsell. But the point is that
a man who is entirely devold of
sentiment never whistles for mu-

.| sic’s sake, as 4 am sire Mr. Bush

whistled,

OHILD TO GUSTOFSONS

SILVERTON, Jan. 21—Mr. and
Mrs. Joba Gustofson (Dsisy Ma-
theay) are announcing the birth
of & son, seven pounds apd 11

ounces, born at the Silverton
pital Wedneaday night.




