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Municipal Research

bureau of municipal research is proposed for establish-
ment in Oregon under the sponsorship of the League
of Oregon cities. Such an organization should have unlimited
possibilities for good. As a fact-finding agency it could
prove a reservoir of information which would be of great

value in the administration of our cities.
Under the prevailing form of administration, the per-
sonnel of governing bodies changes frequently. Business men

serve a term or two on the council, tire of the burden, and re-

tire, and new men take their places. Scarcely do they learn
the ropes of city government before they must step aside, vol-
untarily or involuntarily. A permanent office of a bureau of
municipal research would have comparative statistics as to
debt, taxes, valuation, parks, playgrounds, sewage systems,
water plants, etc., etc., all of which would be made available
quickly to those interested in local government.

We hear complaints for example ttdt Salem spends too
much on its fire department. With such a league office, a
comparison could be provided showing how this city spends
in comparison with other cities of @imilar size. The findings
would not be controlling of course, but they would be illumin-
ating. And they would be reliable, because compiled by an
unprejudiced bureau. ’

City administration develops more and more into an
organization in which careful business methods should pre-
vail, without petty politics, favoritism, back-scratching, ete.
A properly organized and supported bureau of municipal re-
search could do a great deal toward introducing proper
methods of control in the business affairs of a city. It should
be understood of course that such a bureau exercises no au-

thority whatever, merely functions as a bureau of study and
information.

Fall on the Farm
HE middle of the week The Statesman correspondent at

Pratum, a fine community east of Salem wrote:
“Farmers have [filled their woodsheds with wood, their
barns with hay, their silos with corn and now are husking what
eorn remains in the field and are just about ready for the rain
which never fails to come about this time of year,"

That is a fall pastoral indeed. Full woodsheds and barns
and silos, ready for the winter’s rain and sleet and cold. And
the thrift of the Pratum farmers was altogether timely. For
the rain they expected with the confidence of long experience
did come, though in truth it almost never fails to come some
weeks earlier.

Times being what they are the emphasis on the farms
is now toward self-contained living, making the farm support
by its produce the family which lives thereon. The farm does
this generously in this valley; and those who live on the
farms are best prepared of any for the winter ahead.

A Whittier might write a poem or an artist might sketch
a canvas but it would say little more of the wind-up of the

harvest than our correspondent did in his brief item.

“Stubbornness” should be rated as one of W. M. Hamilton’s best
vittues. He came off the stand in the inguiry into the CPS8 stock

fasco with the best showing of any of the Pertland General Elee-
trie company representatives. The records showed that he had re-

fused to permit his operating organization be converted into a stock
promoting crew; and had courage emcugh to argue it out with
Peirce bosses. Hamilton had=bullt up a splendid organization here:
and thought his business was to sell and deliver elactricity and get
the money for it. The trouble with the Peirce outfit was they weren't
satisfied with profits legitimately earned from leghtimate investments,
they were out for blg brokerage profits, for that is where the “in-
yestment bankers” get their dough. :

The republicans were charged with contemplating a “whispering
campaign' against Franklin Roosevelt's health, Thers should be no
such whispering campaign. The nation should plainly understand
however that Roosevelt was long and ecritically 111 with infantile
paralysis, which left him physically crippled. His efforts to regain
his health and use of his limbs has been courageous. The country
should look fairly in the face however the question as to his ability
to carry the crushing load of the presidency, it elected. And it should
face the prospect of an administration by Jack Garner, in case Roose-
velt were incapacitated. It is not a2 matter to be “whispered” about
or shouted over; but it is worthy of thoughtful consideration.

Municipal ownership eomes in for some sgvers pannings, so
when a community does make good the fact is worthy of mention.
Forest Grove has 2 munlieipal power plant which gave it consider-
able grief. The rates were higher tham enjoyed by the private com-
pany patrons cutside the city limits. However the municipality re-

 bufit its plant furnishing new equipment and as & result of its first

year's operation turned in a surplus to the general fund of $16,-
114.03. The generating plant cost was 9.76 miles per kilowatt hour;
and the total operating cost was 1.44 cents per kilowatt hour. If the
showing continues the city may be able to bring its rates down.

B e

Ben Boloff is dead of tuberculosis and the yeds will undoubted-
Iy try to make onut he I8 a martyr to Oregon justice like Bacco-Van-
zettl, Tom Mooney, et al. Boloff was confined for a time in the
Multnomah jail and the state penitemtiary. However conditions of
confinement in those Institutions, so far as physical health goes,
are probably better than what Boloff was accustomed to as day la-
borer. The poor, ignorant fellow did not merit continued Imprison-

ment; and he was releassd by commutation of sentence. But the |
fact that he dled will be used by communists to make a new martyr |

for the ignorant to worship. -

"I cannot and will not support Mr. Hooveér"”, says Senator Hiram
Johnson. This is not news. Sen. Johnson never did support Hoover.
His bitterness goes back to 1920 when Hoover and Johnson were
competitors in the California presidential preference primaries. John-
s0n wis one of the original Theodors Roosevelt progressives, but he
has stood still° since 1912,

Alonzo A. Stagg is to be retired, much against his will. He is the
last of the "elder statesmen™ of football. Walter Camp is gone,
PFlelding Yost, now Stagg is to be retired. He has been a great coach
and a great man, and his successor will have to scratch to fill
Stagg’'s shoes.

Linfield college at McMinnville is to celebrats its T6th anniver-
sary next week. This lustitution has moved forward rapidly in late
years; and under the leadership of its new president, Dr. Elam J.
Anderson, should continue to make progress.

The week's best laugh: the Capital-Journal's reference to &
Johany Kelly article in the Oregonian as “front page propaganda
disguised as news.” Wouldn't the same label it closer home?

b = — - ——— ——]
At last Gov. Roosevelt says he wiil announce his stand on the

past “stands™ are to be the guide he will be for immediate
::::-aa? after awhile, together with a lot of sob salve for the vets,
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We are inclined to the opinioh that buflding a river dock here
s frozen asset..

e 1 the present fime instead of being & self-liguidating project would
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Yesterdays

e« » Of Old Salem

Town Talks from The States-
man of Earlier Days

October 15, 1907

The grand jury speant all day
yesterday in taking testimony im
the Silverton and Woodburn Sun-
day saloon closing suits, and this
morning will take up investiga-
tion of the charge of graft im
connection with the North Com-
mercial street concrete bridge,
brought by Alderman BStols.

The special commitiee appoint-
ed by the city council to view
the conditions in connection with
the proposition of opening Che-
meketa street through 14th strest
will meet tomorrow night teo
discuss the maiters with proper-
ty owners.

Prof. G. H. Patterson, A. M.,
8. T. B.,, Ph. D., of Audwen, N,
Y., has arrived in Salem to take
up duties as professor of history
at Willamette university.

October 15, 1922

Mrs. Ella Wilson, for years as-
sistant secretary of the state fair,
will be in temporary charge of
the fair business on account of
the resignation of A. H. Lea, vet-
eran secretary. A permanent ap-
pointment will be made Imn Jan-
UATY.

SILVERTON — Custor E. Ross
of this city was this week enter-
ed as a practitioner befors the
United States supreme court. He
was introduced by Senator Me-
Nary. ;

PORTLAND—Establishment of
picket lines, appearance of men
carrying banners announcing in
red letters that there was a
“general strike of the 1. W. W,,
and plans for a mass meeting of
longshoremen signified the pre-
cipitation of a waterfront strike
here last night.

IBITS for BREAKFAST|

By R. J. HENDRICKS

“Flax salvation;:™
L% % %

John W. Kelly, Washington and
general correspondent for the
Oregonian, veteran and high class
newspaper reporter, sent aa art-
icle to his newspaper with a Sa-
lem date line.

= % %

It appeared ia the issue of
Wednesday, under this cap line
heading: *‘Tariff Declared Flax
Salvation. End of Growers Seen {if
Protection Goes.” The article
opens: “Flax farmers in this vi-
cinity would have to seek another
kind of erop If they did not have
a protective tariff.”” 8o the head
writer was justified in giving the
matter the caption he did.

B % %

But “flax Tarmers in this vicin-
ity (Salem) have mo “protective
tariff” now, Or at least they have
none worth mentioning, consider-
ing the character of Russian eom-
petition, present and prospective
—prospective under great colleo~
tivist operations set or being set
in motion in that country, under
the direction of Col. W. B. Bar-
trum, formerly in chargze of the
flax “industry at the Oregon pris-

on,
N % -

No one in the world known this
better than Col. Bartrum. He ask-
ed for & higher rate on the flax
products of our farmers, when he
was In charge Im Oregon, while
the flax hearings were on, pre-
peratory to the writing of the
Hawley-Smoot bill. He was then
working for Oregom farmers. In
his present position, he Is work-
ing for Russian farmers, and thus
against our own. What protection
do our flax farmers, have?

T

The rate on flax straw is §3
per ton. This amounts to nothing.
No country ships any flax straw

to the United States, or is likely
to. The rate on flax, not hackled,

Daily Health Talks

By ROYAL 8. COPELAND, M. D.

ASTOID disease is one of
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is a cent and a half & peund, and
on flax hackled, inciuding “‘dress-
od line,”” 3 ecemts a pound.

% %%

That is not high enough for ad-
squate protection, agaimst Rus-
sian competition., The rats on un-
hackled flax should be at least 7
cents a pound, and om “dressed
line*” or hackled Tlax at Jeast 10
cents a pound.

“ %%

Even higher, in fact. Why?
Partly because the duty on raw
cotton is 7 cants a pound, and that
on cotiton yarn is approximately
the same as it Is on flax yarm,
that is 25 to 37 per cent ad val-
orem. Flax makes a finer fiber
than cotton; is mueh greater im
strength and in wearability and
durability, and linen goods have
always sold at higher prices than
cotton goods. Flax makes the
strongest of all vegelable fibers,
and its manufactures #have the
longest life. They atand in the
saila of ships and in the wings of
airplanes against the flercest
gales, and they have endured
through tha ages in the tombs of
the pharaohs of Egypt, 6000 years
and more.

% % %

Linens in ordinary use outwear-

cottons six to 12 times. The flax
grower ought to be at least on a
par with the cotton grower, in the
consideration of the members of
congress making oumwr protective
tariff laws. The trouble has been
that cotton growers have had
more votes—more dJemocrats,
while pretending to be agalmst
protective duties, have been ready
to trade with their political op-
ponents in the halls _of legislation
for the benefit of their own con-
stitnents.
= %%

The time never has been, but It
fs now, when the flax grower of
the Willamette valley can com-
pets on even terms with the cot-
ton grower of any section of the
United States. That 1s, he can
produce the much higher quality
fiber of flax at as low a cost as
any one in this country can pro-
duce cotton fiber. This has come
about through the use of newly
invented machinery and sewly dis-
coverad methods, inclpding flax
pulling machines, improving scut-
ching machines and faster and
thus cheaper retting with warmed

water.
e

But, as any one ought to ad-|
producing |

mit, the flax grower,
an infinitely higher c artiels,
ought not to be obliged to get
along with less protection against
foreign competition than is ae-
corded the mw.' :.r c‘r‘t cotton,

Mr. Kelly’s attontion 1s hereby
called to this matter, His study is
invited. He may do Oregon some
good, much good, in his capacity
as outstanding newspaper corres-
pondent in Washington.

e T

If our flax growers could be
organized cooperatively, Im a
large way, so as to raise flax, ret
and scutch it, and spin and weave
it, they could stand up agalast
Russian or any other competi-
tion, for the duties are . high
enough on spun yarn, of either
flax or cotton, and on weven cloth
and the articles of trade made
from them-—on everything in the
higher brackets, from the yafm

up.
T %%

Or .large operations by men
with big capital and long credit
could be carried om successfully
in the same field in this
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them—hadn't thought of that?"

“No. We'll get even next year.”

Barney's eyes wrinkled a bit

“Here's your slant, Ted, see if
I'm not rightt You've scen them
cheer you and you've seén them
make you the goat—you were do-
ing the best you knew how; you
were never smarter than when
they thought you were wrong.

*All right—you're a gladiator.”
ed looked at him im surprise.
Just as much as any fellow who
ever stepped imto a Romaa arena
Every man who pats on & suit to
entertain the public for money is
s gladiator whether he's fighting
for money, fame, alma mater or
the love of it.”

“Sounds fuamy for you to say
that”

“I¢s true. They pay their money
and they must be pleased; ¥ you
help them escape from themselves,
its thumbs up; ¥f you bore them
or disappoint them—thumbs down.

“And I'm a ringmaster, If I give
1 good show they like me; if I
don't they'll be barking at my heels
—alumai, cewspapers, students and
the great public at large”

“Not you, Barmey."

“Just let me have two bad sea-
sons in & row and watch them.”

Ted shook his head *I dont
think that will happen soon.”

“You can never tell But I'm
giving you this slant so you won't
pay too much attention te the
newspapers. Where did you get
your face bruised so much?”

*“1 kad a tough day.”

“So did Pat—and Stoaoe. You
didn't have that face coming out
of the game.”

Ted was silent.

“Oh, all right," Barney said in
in aggrieved tome, "I thought 1
was on the inside around here but
I guess I'm not It's all right.”

“It isn’t that, Barney,” Ted sald
anxiously, “a couple of us just had
a little argument.™

*You and Stone, then—glad of
it. Shake hands?

*No; but I think we've got it
settled ™

“Who won?”

*T did—but it was a tough battle,
Barney. He had plenty of guts”

“Tom's all right; but I always
want my quarterback to win"™

Barney spent most of the day in

|

He liked the big stuff, too;
although he recognized the futility
of most of it, he read the papers
—and liked the applause. Little
censure came to Barnmey Mack
Ever since he had started to coach
he had been a successful flgure;

count, he was generally recognized
as being the leader of his profes-
sion, and Barngy was not likely to
lose that spot soon.

Football enticed him, and he
taught it with a free heart, despite
its commercial fanits and the boot-
legging aspects of recruiting and
subsidizing which New Dominion
practiced, as did all other schools,
but in a minor degree.

Barney Mack didn't have to
cheat; he could play the game
fairly and win. When the time
came for football to unmask he
would do it cheerfully, lead in that
as he bad led in other points of it
development.

Meanwhile he taught the game
hard. He belicved that it was good
for boys, that it started them to
living carly by steeping them im
stiff reality, that it taught them to
think under stress, to control their
emotions, to fight odds, to over-
come hard knocks. He believed
that it gave them poise, confidence,
snd, through its travelling, a cer-
tain superficial polish.

Barney abhorred the dumbbell
and discarded the trifler, He liked
to think that the boy who played
football would leave scheol just
that much more developed than the
one who hadn't; and mnothing
pleased him better than to have one
of his boys show ability in other
fields.

Nobody on the campus got a big-
ger kick out of Ted Wynne's son-
net, “Man of Steel” than Barney
Mack. In a scnse, Ted was Bar-
ney’s baby—he had picked him
from the mob, reclaimed him,
Baraey felt bad about losing that
game 40 Army—aundefeated seca-
son's are football’s royal flushes—
but in losing it he knew he had
discovered what a coach walues
above all else—a great field gen-
etal; one of which is worth a car-
foad of mewspaper all-Americans

Later, when Ted aroused the in-
tellectuals, Barney's satisfaction
was sincere. It was a vital blow in
his constant struggle with a group
of second-grade faculty mea who
carped about his false eminence
and disproportionate salary. Bar-
ney considered them among.life's
failures.

“1f they had any ability,” he
would say, "why don’t they get out
and make some of the money they
try to teach others how to make?

As the fever of football receded
and the campuy settled down to
academic pursuil, the Young Men's
Study Association became an oasis
on the hot sands of learning
James Pidgin, Esq., could be ob-
served there with hands behind his
head and feet perched highh Whea
he couldnt be scea his rolling
laugh might be heard; and weary
pilgrims, en route from the dining

he had pioneered on his own ae-|i

ou
o

to the dining hall and classrooms
but after a little while the weight
of a young man's desire for com-
fort away from feminine influence
triumphed and the year went oo
traditional New Dominion
fashion.

Fond mothers and ambitious sis-
ters filled trunks with stylish
clothes at the beginning of each
Fall; but these were carefully kept
concealed until occasion arose for
dress-up dates; im his habitat the
New Dominion man was happiest
in the most nondescript garments
he could muster; the resultant
mass of sweaters, wind-breakers,
flannel shirts, jackets, corduroys,
drooping hats and ngbby caps was
gaudy and dashing as a rodeo. Life
was gay, vigorously masculine and
genuine.

Pidge had gone native with
gusto; his hat was the sloppiest,
his hobnails the loudest and his
corduroys the whitest yecllow oo
the campus; his supreme creation
was a purple velvet packet with
the elbows pushed out, the secret
envy of Byrne Hall

There may have been times when
Ted regretted the- popularity of
their salon; but realizing that he
had always beem too much of a
lone wolf, he was conscious of the
fact that Pidge and his genial
friends, were influencing him favol-
ably. When be wanted to study
during the day or early evening
he could always take a book imto
the forest or to the shore of the
lake and huat a tree trunk to rest
his back. The library was open
and quiet could be had there
among the bespectacled day stu-
dents and the campus intellectuals
And at ten every night the pre-
fect’s bell cleared all visitors from
rooms. Ted did most of his study-
ing then; whea he was without »
magazine or his sense of duty bore
down upoa him too heavily, Pidge
joined him; and often, with lights
out, they talked about things from
the wide poles of their background,
personalities and temperaments.

“l dom't like to study any more
than you™ Ted said, “but when I
get into a subject I get to like it
and when I'm finished I feel satise
fied—after doing a hard job yom
feel as if you've justified your right
to be living.”

“Just like my old pap,” Pidge
marveled, "always om my tail for
loafing.” He gazed at the ceiling.
“Sometimes I'm sorry I put over
this deal to have you room with
me.”

“Why??

“Well, I was brought up to take
things easy—chin around. [ just
like to do it But with old pap
after me, and you after me, and
Barney on my tail to get to work
in. the summer instead of posing
for mtagazine covers im the flesh,
I'm afraid youll keep banging
away until next summer I'N find
myself in a flannel shirt and leather
gloves.”

(Te Be Comtinmed)

But, at least until such a de-
velopmeat, or such developments,

can take place, our farmers grow-
ing flax will under present rates
be under a most unfair handicap,
a8 compared with cotton farmers
in the sections of the country
where the production of that sta-
ple is a major line.
% % %

Even with prison labor, the flax
industry of Oregon is and will be
under & great handicap, agalast
Russian competiaion, with the
present tariff duties in the lower
brackets,

% % %

As sald before, Col. Bartram
knows this well. And he would
likely tell any American who
asked him that he considers our
law makers in congress derelict in
their duties in not being wise to
the situation, and quick to act up-
on thelr knowledge.

T %%
‘. He knows mighty well that
Russia. has will have

recelved by President Hoover, aft-
er abandoning the announced paur-
of ting to him person-

pose
ally a r-ﬂ”:.uuotum re.
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TRYPHENA STARTS
WORK FOR SEASON

BILVERTON, Oct. 14 — The
first meeting of the season for the
Tryphena girls was held at the
home of Miss Letha  Cavendar,
The rooms were decorated with
fall flowers and Hallowe'en cut-
outs.

Officers were elected resulting
ia president, Ora Larson: vice
president, Helvie BSllver; secre-
tary-treasurer, Ruth Lorenszon.
Cathalesne Cuddy and Healvie Sil-
ver were appointed as a commit-
tee to look up some mneedy chil-
drem for whem the club wiil do
welfare work at Christmas time.

Following the business meet-
ing, Hearts and gimes
ate for

C.—~Conrad Stafrin,
E. J. Himes, nw High
mfety—A. J. Durton'g
Bell, and W. M. Ellia .

Reforestation—Jack Strauss. Mem-
orial—.

Fred C. D, Hadfleld,
d E M Smith affairs—C.
. Helgerson, E. B,
Stafrin, Frank Friar asd Beott
tertainment illiam

ty
Will Honor
Sold_i_gg_ Dead

Dedicatory program for the
soldiers monument at Sublimity
Tuesday, October 12, will ba beld
::."l'o'clock. and In detafl is:

au? Banner Chorus
Address of Welcome . Mr, M. Benedict
Address . _Homorable J. L. Rand

Judge of Bupceme Court
Hall Columbia the Gem of the Ocean

-mgmru'w
My Country "Tis of Thee .. Chorus

tures a jolot George Washington
Centennial celebration, is an all-
day atfalr, and is being sponsored
by the Sublimity Soldiers’ Monu-
ment association. G. Duncan will
be chairman for the dedication
ceremonies. h

day's eveants, with nominal char-
At 7 o'clock another highlight

Thee v
The dedication, which also fea-
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