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Consolidating Counties
TﬂEGmgeBuﬂeﬁnsays: “When it is just as easy to
travel a hundred miles it was a generation ago to
push the reins over old Dobbin' for eight or ten, many of our
county governments could be eliminated without any hard-
phip upon the part of those who occasionally visit their coun-

+ 3y seats. Oregon only needs about half the county govern-
‘sments the people are now being compelled to support .

The good road and the automobile have transformed trans-
portation and, as the Grange Bulletin says, made travel of
& hundred miles almost as easy as eight or ten in horse and
buggy days. So from the standpoint of access to the county
seat it would be entirely practical to enlarge our counties.
Resistance will come from the localities however which now
rejoice in county court houses. They derive a distinction and
a claim to prominence which cities without court houses lack.
This resistance will stand in the way of county mergers even
though they are now sound both-economi'cally and politically.

Why, there are many states which cling to township gov-
ernment which splits even small counties into units of 36
square miles for local government. While it may be a long
time before county consolidation comes, the people of Oregon
may have this satisfaction, that county government is prob-
ably the most efficient and has the least waste and graft of
any unit of government with the possible exception of school
districts,

Chains and Independents

EARS, ROEBUCK & CO., which is one of the biggest

merchandising organizations in the country, showed a
substantial loss on its operations the first half of the year.
There were a lowered volume of business and losses from de-
clines in inventory values. The depression seems to have hit
chain stores just as hard as independent stores, perhaps even
harder, because the large organization_cannut readjust its
operations as quickly as small organizations. Long-term con-
tracts have a reverse effect when everything starts slipping.

In this town chain units have gone out of business fully
as fast as independent stores. In fact the worst fai}urea have
been among the chain groups, particularly the variety stores
which are ordinarily best adapted to chain store operation.
These facts prove that the chain store is not a sure and easy
road to financial success. The chain is subject to the same
troubles as any other store: stiff competition, high overhead
costs, fluctuations in prices of goods. .

The field of retailing is apt to stabilize In about its pres-
ent organization, with both chains and independents fighting
for business and some of each failing and some of each suc-
ceeding. The royal road to success in retailing still depends
on good management and adequate working eapital.

Truck Wrecks Bridge

HE cost to the state of turning highways into rights-of-

way for heavy trucks is emphasized in the destruction of
the Corvallis bridge. The bridge was a substantial bridge
though not a strong one. It could have served traffic for
many years. But a big six-ton freight truck jolted one end
of the bridge, knocking it off its support so the whole thing
eollapsed into the river. It will cost a hundred thousand dol-
lars more or less to replace the bridge, which presumab}y
will be built wide enough and strong enough to sustain

<« freight trucks.
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The state will have to make up its mind whether it is
going to subsidize truck lines while at the same time it is
laying heavy burdens of taxation upon the railroads, or
whether it is going to even up the burdep. We cannot indef-
fnitely pluck the railroad goose of even its pin feathers by
taxation and at the same time starve the bird by diverting
fts traffic food to competing means on transportation.

The Oregon Voter, in comments on the school “moving’ bill, says:
*The taxpayers of private collegs counties smell a chance to strike a
hard blow at tax support of higher education by legislating one big
fastitution out of business and discrediting the other big institution
#0 later it can be knocked out of its tax support’”. This is an unwar-
manted Innuendo against private colleges im Oregon. These private
enlleges have beem supported for years by those who are firm be-
Heyers, not in less education but im more education, and by persons
who were willing to back that belief with generous contributions of
monay. Friends of the small colleges are not hostile to the big siate
institutions. They recognize they have a place. As a matter of fact
their zeal for higher education is such that'they want to see these
fnstitutions flourish and serve widely and well. As a matter of publie
policy friemds and supporters of the private colleges will divide om
the question of whether the state should support two major institu-
tions or only one; but they will not support the present consolidation
movement in the secret hope of later knocking out all state tax for
higher education. It iz significant that the man é¢hosen to head the
organization fightiag the university consolidation is Amedee Smith,
who is president of the board of trustees of Willametts university.
That belles the insinuation of the Voter against private colleges.

W. W. Robertson who has beea editor of the Yakima Republiec
slnce jackrabbit days, and long before the city dropped “North™ from
fts name, is runuing for the legislature—his first otfense in politics.
He has a rather unique platform, in which he admits he is & heck of
4 feliow and his opponents mighty good chaps, and says it is okeh
with him if the voters cast ballots for the other fellow. But with &
real ring of sincerity he says It he sits in the legislature he is going
to vote for every measure that will save the taxpayers money; and
“maybe 1 will have one or two economy bills of my own for the boys
to consider. Roberison is about.the omnly he-editor in Washington
state; and we'd like to ses him in action at Olympia for one session.

¥e would ring the necks of a bunch of the come-on boys who troop
nround the mooching-board,

Up in Washington, holders of Horse Heaven

irrigation distriet
bonds are trying to unload the issue on the R. ¥. C. and leave Uncle
Sam holding the sack. Because the United States treasury has huge

borrowing power seems in many people’s minds
¢lass subject for any raid, steal or bijacking
toncocted. Unless the pllfering stops
take & downward spinner on the
'hasn’t eternally demonstrated ita
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Causes of Whitman massacre.

B % %

(Continuing from yesterday:)
The statement in the first chapter
of the book of Rev, Brouillet con-
cluded:
“12. In spite of the enthusiasm
that had signified the first years
of the establishmemt of the mis-
sion, Mr. S8palding was complain-
ing even as early as 1840 that he
had very little hope in the dispo-
sition of the Nes Perces. (“See
Mr. Bpaulding’s letters printed in
the report of the American Board
of Missionaries for Forelgn Mis-
sions, published in 1843.")

“18. A missionary of the Bpo-
kanes writing to Dr. Whitman as
early as 1839, has said: ‘The fall-
ure of this mission (the Spokans
mission) is so strangely impressed
upon my mind that I feel It mee-
essary to have in hand and
as much as one shoe on ready for
a move. I can see nothing but the
power of God that can save us.’

“Thess facts and statements

clearly prove, I think, that there
existed among the Indians, long

BITS for BREA

By R. J. HENDRICKS

EF AST

befors the arrival of the biahop of

Walla

Walla and his

clergy,

strong causea of dissatisfaction
against the Protestant mission-
aries and the Americans In gen-
eral, and that they formed a leav-
on that had been festering for sev-
eral years.”

Walla Walls,

T % %

In the signed statemeat of Capt.
Thomas McEay, referred to yes-
terday, thess words wers used:
‘"Last fall, during my stay at Fort

long before the

meeting of the chiefs, called by
the bizhop, the Dootor asked me
to go and pass the winter with
him, saying that he was afrald of
the Indians. I told him I could
not, on account of my business,
which called me homs; but that I
would exchange my pilace for his
if he wished. Then he replied he
would ses my place. He told me
also several times last fall that he
would leave cortainly in the epring
for The Dalles. I am aware, more-

over,

that the Cayuses have a

great many timea {I1 treated Dr.
Whitman."

(McEay's statement

was dated Sept. 1, 1848, at *St
Louls of Willamet." He was a son
of the wife of Dr. MeLoughlin. He
raised a strong company oa Freach
prairie, after the massacre, and
performed high service in punish-
ing the murders; his company be-
ing first in the field to b oft
the bloodthirsty savages above
The Palles—and first in killing
and wounding threatening lead-
ars among the redskins. By “‘my
place,” he meant his farm, on the
lower Willamesatte, near the site of
Scappoose.)
b T

John Baptist Gervals’ statement
was signed at “St. Paul of Wil-
lamet” Oet. 15, 1848. He testl-
fied that for 20 years he had travr-
oled and traded with the Nes
Perces, and that in 1847 he had
at their request gone to settle ia
their country, and had found a
bad feeling amongst them agalnst
Mr. Spalding, eto., ete. Many oth-
or statements along the line of
those quoted wers contained Im
the Broufllst dook.

% % %

The book shows that the malm
massacres at the Whitman missiom
was betwesa % and 3 p. m, Mon-
day, May 29, 1847, and that Bish~
op A. M. A, Blanchet and his
priests, Brouillet and Rosseau, ar-
rived at Fort Walla Walla oaly

Corn and Watermelon on the Ear
Taste Better Than Other Styles

By D. H. Talmadge, Sage of Salem

Corn on the ear, watermeloa on
both ears—the taste is not quite
the same otherwise.

One point not cleared up by the
Olympilc contests: The identity of
the world's greatest auto dodger.

It has been & dull season. Not
many folks around these diggin's
have besn meeting themselves go-
ing to work mext morning on thelr
way home from work at night be-
cause of a demaad for labor. (If
you have read the story enmtitled
“Checkers” you will recognize this
as an old friemnd.)

I have & number of vivid mem-

ory pictures of life in an Iowa vil-
lage in the early '70s. None of
these plctures could, under the
most liberal of treatment, he look-
ed upon as arguments in favor of
the saloon.

Say what you will, there is such
a thing as luck. If there isnt what
prompted Alderman Hendricks to
poke his head out at a counell
chamber window at the moment
when a prisoner was escsaping
from the city jail Monday night?

The hand Is quicker tham the
eye, Otherwise less dirt would
cuddle under the fTingernmails,

Life is just a bowl of cherriea?
Maybe. But it's more liks a beef-
steak—powerful good, but tough
in spots.

We hear “the good old days™
mention The term
may have reference to one of many

perbaps a time before
civilization really began to rip and |
snort, or, in the event of & sudden|
upset In one’s affairs, to a time
0o more remots tham last week.

the weight of the
pounds, What swell stories that
maa must bring home whea he
goes fishing!

Cheer up! Gilly Plick thought
be had cancer of the stomach, but
all he had was a too steady diet
of string beans.

on Bept. § preceding. They nege-
tiated with the Cayuse chiels for
s place for a Catholic mission, and
it was first arranged that Chief
TiHokaikt should provide it om his
lands. But whem Father Brouflist
was sont to contlude the megotia~
tions, the wily savage said he had
no place for them but the one oe-
cupled by the Whitmans; but that
he intended to send Dr. Whitman

T %%
He was told that the Catholies
did not want and would not take

Bishop Blamnchet and Father
Broulllet and the bishop’s secre-
tary lsft Forti Walla Walla for the

of Young Chief only two
before the massacrs, on Nov.
took up their quarters
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Wrote Brouillet: “Befors leav-
ing Fort Walla Walla it had boen

away, and they might have that. |.

. | my power,

New Views

alrplane

Atlantie 1s

bound te come?" Statesman re-
asked yesterday.
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“That Patricia could have considered
was saying—"even for 2 moment, distresses me, Pamela”
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decided that after visiting the sick
people of my own missioa on the
Umatilla, [ should go and visit
those of Tllokalkt's camp, .. . Al-
ter having finished baptizing the
infants and dying adults of my
mission, 1 left on Tadesday, the
30th, iate in the afternoon for Til-
okaikt's camp, where I arrived be-
tween 7 and 8 o'clock in the
evening. It is impossible to comn-
ceive my surprise and consterna-
tion when, upom my arrival, I
learned that the Indians the day
before had massacred the Doctor
and his wife, with the greater part
of the Americans at the mission.
I passed the night without scarce-
1y closing my eyes. Early the next
mo I...hasted to the scene
of death, to offer to the widows
and orphans all the assistance In’
I found five or six
women and over 30 children in &
situation deplorable beyond de-
seription. . . . The sight of those

Father Brouillet supervised aad
helped in the burial of the vie-
tims. Rev, Spalding bad taken the
evening meal on Monday with the
Catholie fathers at their new sta-
Bene. Toihar ke net £hes oo

P nor they d
od, as they broke bread together,
of just enact-
Walllatpu.
g for his
was in
station af-
son watch-
Broulllet;
the bodies
‘him and his
rols- |
the

| Yesterdays

« «+ Of Old Salem
Town Talks from The States-

man of Earller Dajys

tors’' strike by appointment of a
board of arbitratiom.

The election of Professor . T,
Moeores, county school superinten-
dent for Marioa county, to the su-
perintendency of the Stats Insti-
tuts for the Blind, and of Mrs.
Moores as matrom of the imstity-
tion, was announced yesterday.

g

T. A. Livealey, whe with Mra
vesley and four children, has
ust returned from several mouths
ﬂl':t to England and the contis-
en

£k

Receat ralns gave many hop
yards a now lease on life. Pi
is now ia gensral swing.
picking was started two weeks
ago.

PORTLAND—The county graad
jury yesterday begam a probe of
apparen

primary election count in precimet
201 of Portland. A recent recount
showed a discrepancy im Charles
Hall's favor of 40 votes which had
been cast for Governor Bea W.
Oloott.
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