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The Petition Merry-go-round

THE merry-go-round of the Zorn initiative petitions went
through another weird seance in Portland last week, re-
sulting in a blank ticket so far as any judicial determination
is concerned. Brownell, charged with stealing the petitions,
was discharged ; but Judge Mears ordered the discharge not
on the ground of insufficient evidence, but on the ground
that Zorn and MacPherson had not proven themselves own-
ers of the petitions. As the hearing developed the witnesses
rather than the defendant were put on trial, and the major
effort was made to find out who backed the petitions finan-
cially. That failed, so the public knows little more than it did
to.begin with. There is Watchman Taliman’s story to be
believed or disbelieved as a person chooses, unless there
should be further proceedings through grand jury indictment.
We do not see why Zorn’s group does not openly tell the
world where the money came from to finance the petitions.
There should have been nothing disgraceful about it. Even if
' the law does not require making public the list of donors
except for the campaign after the petition is filed, there is
no reason for secrecy in this instance. The inference is drawn
that interests in Corvallis advanced all or part of the money.
i Perhaps they did; we should not be surprised if that is true.
ewise it seems a logical inference that the money which
was used to effect the robbery of the petitions came from
Eugene or from partisans of the university.

So far as the commercial aspects of the initiative measure
are concerned Corvallis stands to gain and Eugene and Mon-
mouth to lose. That is as plain as day; and human nature
being what it is, it is logical to believe that each community
will contribute money where its interest lies. As a matter of
fact, this initiative and the petition robbery are but an ex-
tension of the feud which has ripped up Oregon for decades.
The bitter rivalry between Eugene and Corvzallis for appro-
priations and football stars has been omnipresent and
reached into every legislature for years. In fact Prof. Mac-
Pherson uses this as an argument for consolidation: to end
the Kentucky feud By establishing one university.

As we see it, the state should recognize these commercial
interests and make appropriate discounts for propaganda for
or against the merger measure. The cause of higher education
in Oregon is something which transcends interests of the im-
mediate localities in which institutions are located. The state’s
inteyests are paramount. It may be conceded that communities
whose financial interests are concerned will act from selfish
motives. The decision which the voters should make is not
what is best for individual cities although their interests
should be weighed because they are parts of Oregon; but
what is best for the state, best for the youth of today and
tomorrow.,

The attention of the voters has been diverted too long by
the squabble over who put up the money to float the initia-
tive, and over the petition robbery. Attemtion now should
be concentrated on what the initiative will cdo for Oregon;
and in this study voters should deliberate not just in terms
of their pocketbooks but in terms of building a common-
wealth here, If after due reflectiom the voters decide it is
better to maintain two major institutions im the state that
will be just too bad for Corvallis realtors. If on the other
hand the voters adopt the Zorn-MacPherson bill that will be
too bad for real estate owners in Eugene and Monmouth. The
major issue however is not local real estate values though
they are entitled to consideration, but Education and Taxa-
tion for Oregon for the present and the future. '

White Collar Bolsheviks

HE popular conception of a bolshevik is that of a shabby,
hairy, mouthy fellow, light of brain, emotional; or one
of another type, long, lean, intellectual but weird-eyed, be-
hind horn-rimimed spectacles, 8 man who “thinks too much”,
impractical, a dreamer, i o
That conception needs altering. The modern “bolshevik’
is a white collar type, one who has been regular all his life,
member of the chamber of commerce, voting republican tick-
et, keeping up his attendance at kiwanis club. Just as present
he has his nose to the grindstone, working hard, cutting down
expenses, trying to make ends meet. You will find him keep-
ing up his end of the community load, serving on committees,
cussing bonuseers, etc. But scratch his back and you'll see
him flare up in an attitndeé of revolt. Probe a little deeper
and you will doubtless find' he is Bne of the army whose in-
vestments are “unemployed”. He is one of the millions who
were taken for a ride by “investment bankers”. Defaulted
dividends and interest have not made him bolshevik, but reve-
lations of unscrupulous methods of what were supposedly the
“best names” in the business world have made him mad all
the way through.
The way that Krueger securities were sold without ade-
" quate investigation, and Insull bonds floated on a hurricane
of fictitious values and other cases of financial piracy on a
colossal scale have made the ordinary, conservative business
and professional man bolshevik. Utilities for example have
lost their best friends. The small capitalist who was willing
to make honest investments finds he has heen glorieusly
'rigged, so he is all “burned up”. Now when the utilities come
around for defense against *socialism” they will get a stony
stare where formerly they got anxious sympathy.
The charge does not lie against all utilities by any means,
nor against all investment bankers. But the exposures of

good are suffering along with the bad. The only
thing that will save the financial high-jackers is the fact that
memories are short, and the sucker erop is certain of repro-
duction at the rate of one a minute.

The financial pirates of Wall and LaSalle streets will do
:r;elig‘;keepofft small city Main streeta for some months
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Lay Sermon

“THE NEW POOR"
‘‘Blessed are the poor in mpirit'’ Je
sus of Nasarsth.

The term ““new rich™ was high-
ly descriptive of the commoners
who by a lucky chance stepped in-
to sudden riches. They were the
“mouveau riche"”, and guickly be-
came the butt of jibes in New
York and Paris. Equally descrip-
tive is the phrase the “new poor.”
It is true “the poor we have al-
ways with us”; but the “new
poor” they are a different species,
I came across the phrase in an
article “Enjoying the Depression”
in the August Scribner’'s, and
quote:

** *It makes me furiouns,' sald the wile
of a young professions]l man whe has had
to cut corners all her married life, *‘to
ses some of these new-poer womem, who
know it won's last, actually wallowing in
penury. They're getting such a &

out of being martyrs! Th ce thelr
maid's wages whother they te or net
simply¥ because they know they can get

sway with it. They buy a cheap hat snd
l-‘ ‘Don't you love 12? And It cmly
cost $1.981 As if it took any co

be dewdy when

mLu Isn't doi ll?
0 oing

““Anything to be the social proses-
sion . oVon if it's over the hill to the

Quite true. For a man to buy
& new, expensive automobils this
year would be to put himself un-
der suspicion as being a bootleg-
ger or & nut. With our character-
istic mob psycholegy we are “Hoo-
verizing” in the same militant
with far different
aims, as fn 1918.

Robert Rubl of Medford, writ-

ing from the middle west, says:
‘‘A frised from Lake Forest remarks:
e A
to bave theee maids nad : ﬁnm
oy SEER Paiere
in captomments during the "l;

sad gin parties are bad form’.”*

Homer would proteat:
T % "

(Continuing from yesterday:)

Lewis P, Aldrich, long with the
Ladd & Bush bank of Salem,
could tell many incidents of the
boyhood of Homer Davenport, and
of his later career.

TN %

Lew., as he i3 known to his fa-
miliars, lived in the T. W. Daven-
po home at Sllverton three
years, from 1887 to 1890; worked
for his board and attended school.
Homer and Lew. were bedfellows
and playfellows during that time.
T. W. Davenport, Homer's father,
was a scholar and & well read
man, and he was ambitious that
Homer ghould acquire a good ed-
ucation. He eould not understand
that his som would climb high in

““Blessed are the peor in spirit,”
spoke a great teacher om a hillock
in Palestine, Surely he did not
refer to the ‘“‘new-poer,” those
who are “wallowing Im penury.”
There are many who are poor in
epirit now as in purse, many who
have been humbled, many who are
more deeply sympathetie; and
the blessing eof God be on
But the mew-poor

fresh stimulus for
miseriiness, for peany-pinching,
for cheating tradesmen and serv-
ants out of just dues, there is no
beatitude for them. May they
continue to cheat themselves of
life’s blessings, starve their souls
of the milk of humaa kindness,
until they get some mewer and

It's the thing_ te do. Permanent waves |

better conveption of the wealth
which i{s drowning them.

Daily Health Talks

By ROYAL S. COPELAND, M. D.
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Trachoma begins with a mild itch-

ing and of the eyes. The
eyes water and afilicted person
believes there is some

rub and scratch the eyeball. This
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BITS fot BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

the world without scholarly ae-
complishments.
% %%

But Homer was apt to slip away
from home and school and coms
to the state falr and hang around
the stables and ride race horses.
The boy loved animals more tham
book learning. The father came
with his son to the fair and, wish-
ing to humor Homer's bent and
turn it to practical accomplish-
ments, bought for him a good
race mare, and five or six goed
colts were bred.

T %%

Homer made some cartoons for
D. P. Watson, publisher of the
Portland Sunday Mercury, and
Watson sent him to New Orleans
to draw plctures of and report the
Dempsey-Fitzsimmons prize fight
for the world championship. He
got back to Sillverton with his
earnings, invested in a game roos-
ter and five hens. Lew and Ho-
mer fixed a place for the chickens
80 they would be separate from
the gcrub breed of poultry. The
door to their roosting place blew
shut, and they attempted te roost
on am ash barrel. But the upper
hoop had come off, letting the
staves spread, and all five of them
hanged themselves ia the V shap-
ed openings betweem the staves!
The earnings of the New Orlcans
trlp were dead the day of Homer's

arrival with them at hls Siiverton
homae.
b

% %

Watson, pubHsher of the Sae-,
day Mercury, was s lover of good
horsea. He bargained for one of
the coits of Homer's mars, bought
at the falr. He sent Homer with
his own horse and buggy to bring
the filly to Portland. The fins
buggy herse of Watson took celfe
the uight of Homer's arrival in
Sfiverton—and died. It was thea
arranged that Lew Aldrich should
go along to lead the fiily, while
Homer drove one of the Daven-
port plugs hitched to the elegant
Watson buggy. A train came along
on the railiroad between Hubbard
and Aurora, near the stratch of
timber at the White school house,
The fllly, frightened at the trainm,
jumped into the back of the bug-
8Y and almost made kindling
.v:oghot t"i Thea Homer mount-

e [filly, sending Lew

with the plug. When Lew b
home at Silverton g dispatch from
Watson was there, announcing
the safe arrival of Homer on the
filly at Portland. He had made
the 30 miles in shorter time than
Lew had required to cover the 10
miles back home!

H lr;ot‘ l'?n ‘b 1

om s e bull pup fro

Whit, Crawford, Linn connry phl:
tographer. The pPup was given
too mueh rope and committed in-
voluntary suicide. These are just
sample hard luck stories out of
many. The Aldrich and Daven-
port families ploneered together,
hence the Interest of T, W. Dav-
enport In the half orphan boy,
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that you've besn in school. I've an
idea the reasonm Cousin Johm never
took you home during vacation, but
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you as I did about marriage was
because 1 felt if you knew the
truth, as I know it, you would know
there’s no use in bei
It wears off.
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want to
y myself,
“Of course, child. But hadn’t you
better let Ben drive you?l”
“No. I want to be alone.”
“Well, don't drive recklessly, You
are in & reckless mood—"
“You needn't worry. I'm all
Daddy has, I shant forget that™
Pamela sighed Her sports ecs-
tume of rough oyster-whits brought
the rich olive tints of her skim,
sheen of her black hair
the velvet dusk of her

get away for a while—
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more the frie
less the lover. Her boredom had
creased proportionately, Life
Erown more and more flat and

1

4

in-

£

beach. A small, very new
tent buckled im the breeze on the
sea side of the jungle. Near it was
& dead fire, a pile of newly opened
tina Below it, & new dory was
beached.

She paused, minded to seek
The emptiness

b
:

b.ln{ in QOregon,
his cousin, T. W. Daveaport, at
his S{lverton home. Smith was a
cousin of Vies President Charles
Fairbanks. The cousins had not
met gince thelr boyhood days In
Ohto, They sat and talked liate
before the Davenport tireplace.
Homer, an interested Hstener,
busied himseif with drawing a
picture of the scene. Smith by
accident picked up the drawing—
was struck with its true portrayal
of the scens being enacted, amd
the chariacters. He turned to T.
W. Davenport and Imquired who
made the drawing. The answer
wag the boy, with & remark from
the father that his som seemed to
fritter away all his time with such
useless things, to the neglect of
study and gainful-work.
T %%

“But that boy has genlus!” ex-
claimed Smith, “and {f it were
cultivated it might lead to great
things.” That foregathering
around the Davenport fireplace
resplted In & plan te send Homer
to Francisco to enter ap art
(Continuad on Page 7)
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“Which do you enjoy
most; stage plays or talkles?"

0. 0. Rice, city treasurer: “I
iike a stage play. You see, it lsn't
‘ellld ed’ Jike a phomograph roe-
ord.”

Mrs. Robert A. Forkner, house-
wife: “1 thiak I like movies bet-
ter myself. I guess it i3 because I
go to them oftsner.”

Barker, housekeeper:
the talkies bet-

better than the
acting standpoint,

Murder -- Even Small, Cheap One
Gets Limelight For Some Reason

By D. H. Talmadge, Sage of Salem.

The nelghbors nudge one an-
other and gmile skeptically whea
a local girl lets it be known that
she yearns for movie stardom.
Why?! Girls from dilferent towns

appears no good reasoa;
why, Iif she feels that way about
it, a girl from Salem should mot
be as successful as & girl from any
other town in the realizatiom of
this or any other ambition. And,
of course, If she really feels that
way about it, a girl won't care the
toss of an eyebrow what the neigh-
bors think about It.

eral days has had to de largely
with the marder trials geing for-
ward at the courthouse. Geaeral
satisfaction is expressed at the
outcome of the trial of the three
bad hombres who kiiled a night
watchman at Silverton somewhat
more than & year ggo. Two were
sentenced to a life term im the
penitentiary, and ome awalts sea-

jn the '80s, In which some doubt
existed as to which of two men
killed a town constable The
“party” decided, after a period of

prayerful deliveration, to hang
both mes, thus making certain
that ihe guilty oue would be pun-
ished,

Those were tHe days when pret-
ty well the half-baked despers
ados In
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