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Chaos in Higher Education

IGHER education in Oregon is in chaos. It has become
progressively worse under the administration of the
board of higher education. Part of the responsibility lies in
the wording of the law under which the board was establish-
ed. But the larger portion rests with the board itself which
for vacillation, errors in judgment and utter failure to func-
tion is almost without parallel in state history.

The people have been patient under promises that

finds a statement in which the doctor
explains he poisoned
Gaylord Gifford, Lola’s husband. Lo-
la’s knowledge of this placed Bald-

1 told her that I had the scorpions in two boxes in my overceat,”

things would get better, that as soon as this was done or that
was done everything would be all right, Instead affairs have
grown constantly worse until only a wreck remains on the
campuses of our higher institutions of learning. Nobody
knows where he stands, what he is to do today or what he
will be doing tomorrow. Authority is divided, responsibility
is shattered. The board itself is so uncertain of its meth-
ods of functioning that committees got to fighting in open
board meeting the other day.

Another incident of the board meeting on Tuesday illus-
trates the absurd division of authority which the board has
made. The board made the executive secretary at Salem re-
sponsible for the operation of the properties. Dr. Lindsay
knows nothing about the physical plant of a college so he
hired a man as “director of properties” which of course
means another job and another salary and another addition
to the overhead of the system. The new director of properties
goes to Eugene and fires the head janitor or somebody. The
university administration was immediately vexed and de-

Dr. Thompson.
T % N

win in her power. She forced him té
supply narcotics which she used to
victimize her friends and later black-
mailed them. Then she ordered him
to obtain a scorpion to commit a
murder. Baldwin learned that Vin-
cent Rowland, the lawyer, was be-
hind Lola’s blackmailing and real-
ized his knowledge of their activities
marked the doctor for death.

CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE
" TOLD Lola that I wanted to see
her alone. She consented and
took me into the boudoir. I told
her that I had the scorpions in two
boxes in my overcoat, which I had
thrown over my arm aa I entered her
bedroom. She became very eager and
entreated me to let her see them.
But I hesitated. I explained to her

Baldwin's letter read.

done eriminal things too long.
There was no moral strength left
for me to draw upon.”

Here there was an interruption
in this extraordinary manuseript. A
smaller sheet of paper was laid be-
tween the leaves. On the top, I read:

“T have just heen called to Lola’s
apartment—this New Year's Eve—
while I was writing this.”

Andatthe bottom of thepageIread:

“Everything has happened—now
I am back here—there can be only
one end——"

Then the regular pages flowed on
in the strong black script:

“Whom did she mean to kill be-
sides myself? Often I debated that
question. But she had so many irons

of this letter—I truly die by my
own hand.”

Here, abruptly, the writing end-
ed. There was no signature. Doctor
Hugh Baldwin lay dead at our feet.
Had he actually taken his own life,
in horror and remarse? There
seemed little doubt of that. But
the accusations—veiled and specifie
which he had left behind—what of
them?

The letter was not the end of
the mystery. It was the beginning of
a larger and more baffling problem.,

Thoughtfully and deliberately,
Thatcher Colt filled his pipe and
ighted it.

“It is a melancholy probability,
Tony,” he began, “that Doctor Bald-

(History minded people will
recall or at least be Interested in
the incident of the application of
the famous (or infamous) gag
rule of the lower house of con-
gress of that day., The friends of
slavery were in the saddle then,
and they brooked no interference
with the institution. The occa-
sion was the offering by Joshua R.
Glddings, congressman from Ohlo,
of a series of resolutions in the
lower branch of congress, the bur-
dan of them being that ‘every
man had a right to himself, and
that the slave holding laws of the
southern states, however potent
they might be at home, and what-
ever sanction they might receive

how dangerous they were. 1 told
her that she ought not to take risks
—of any kind. Then I looked her
squarely in the eyes and told her
that murder was a game that was
always caught.

in the fire, it might easily be some-
one I did not even know. I felt
comforted by this reflection. But I
was like a man walking in s night-
mare. Then, only a day or sc before
New Year's, Lola telephored me in
“She looked me in the eye quite |[®# Tage. Someone had stolen the
as frankly and laughed. Sha de-|boxes I had given her,
manded the scorpions and full in-p “The scorpions were gone!
structions as to how to manage| “She blamed me. She nccused me
them. I gave her the boxes with |of having stolen them back. I had
strict instructions and them |® key to the apartment which she
started for the door. Just as my hand | had given me, for often she wanted
was on the knob, she called to me. me to come in and see her without
“l remember her words with the | ringing the bell and thus calling
most detestable distinctness, attention to my call. She thought
“ Look here, Baldwin,’ she said /I was weakening. She made me
in her soft and always lovely voice, | promise to get her more scorpions.
‘One of these days I may be send-

win could have saved three lives,
his own incladed, had he had the
manhood to come down to Center
Street and tell me the facts. I coul
have protected that man from
everything, disgrace im his own
profession included.”

“Looks like this blows up Dough-
erty’s jewel-ring idea,” ¥ remarked.

Colt nodded.

“But Dougherty was on the trail
of something real—something im-
portant,” Colt replied. “It happened
to be blackmail, instead of jewel
thieves—but Dougherty was get-
ting somewhere. More power to
him, say L I have had the Rock-
Ribbed Securities Corporation look-

BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

‘When politics was hot: GRACED themselves by truck-

T T ling to the dictation of southerm
neighbors, and honestly belleve
that MORE THAN HALF THE
EVILS under which we labor at
the present time are owing to the
truckling of northerm men with
southern principles,

“ ‘Entertaining as I do these
principles, I would, if elected to
congress, vote against the annex-
ation of Texas to the United
States under any pretense what-
ever. I would vote to PROHIBIT
the traffic of human flesh in the

manded that the control of such persons be in the hands of
the campus executive where it most assuredly belongs. The
board, which suddenly has decided not to back up on its bum
guesses, got its choler up and refused the request.

So now when Dr. Arnold Bennett Hall wants the heat
turned on or off or wants a window opened on the third
floor he will have to write (or telephone) the chancellor;
and the chancellor will take the matter up with the secre-
tary of the board in Salem, and the secretary will first get | o¢ nis boyhood and early man-
out a questionnaire as to when the window was opened last | hood, and they keep track of him.
and for how long, what the reason is for wanting it opened “ N
now, how many cubic inches of air will be admitted if the | ‘er’:: ?ﬁ d?:;:“hm;::gr“.f;’;n‘ﬂ
wind is not blowing. Then after he gets the questionnaire he | cousin to the Bits for Breakfast
will take the matter up with the director of properties. And | column, but under the title of
thé director of properties when he comes back® from La

A. J. Baldwin, Salem auction-
eer and wit, who was "“Specs” or
Annan Baldwin in his Marion, In-
diana, home, keeps In touch with
the folks back there in the place

“Marfon in the Mirror.”” In a re-

t 1 h inted 1 District of Columbl a I e ol Jetaral | constitation, " ing for you on & hurried matter, I 'Wldwro ?bl:i:.&: :r:r?mmm&::: :np ?&"mﬂ"&t 'o&e“.hcht»
. ol : : 2 cen ssues she printed a letter stric o olumbia, an were vold beyond their b dar- a matter. op air, s ve
Grande wﬂl take it up with the hea-d_Jamtor at Eugene and | {70 "0%0, *D DGl to Charles | would also vots to REMOVE |les It aas s oty & detiance that | mean, somebody may be sick—taken | But I explained that it wodld again [all shipped to South America.”
the mndq\\ will be opt-‘_:ned or closgd, if Dr. Hall hasn'’t faint- | aldwin, grandfather of A. J.|THE SEAT OF GOVERNMENT | brought a vote of censure—with | 5ick all of & sudden. Understand?’ |take weeks. The specimens had to| Here the Commissioner paused
ed in the interval or kicked the window out. Baldwin, The date was June 8, |to a free state if that disgraceful | the gag rule clapped on, so that “I nodded. I felt I understood all | be sent for. I ?ould have to see my |to relight his pipe.

' But such is the glorious SYSTEM which by steel bands | 1843. - "ﬂ;ﬂc could not be done away|Mr. Giddings had no chance to ev- ml‘fﬂl 3“’; onh.tf + idea of the mpalr man, B;c::dn Elll:!m “That letter of Baldwin's is

' = ; s : : sak “s with. en have a hearing.) evilish reac at woman's im-| “However, pt ying, but really very upsetting, about Row-
'lnd "-'Opgfl‘ l'l‘vEtfi thf :l?'lte E::erdlgf'hlghel;;fgucatﬁ?nhmbfoug The letter informed Charles % % = %% l::nluon. finally did it. Imagine my surprise |land,” he resumed, as he sauntered
ing on the people of this state, 1L 1S a sysiem WRICH Dre€€Cs | gajgwin that Dr. L. G. Thompson| * I belleve it to be the right| Some people who listened In ‘Well, she drawled, if that|—my terror—when I received a|across the floor. “It reveals the in-
ancertainty, indecision, vexation, delay and COST. For while | ot Fort Wayne had been prevail-

of every American citizen to en-
joy and express amn opinion, eith-
er by word, resolutiomn or petl-
tion, on all subjects connected
with the administration of the
government, and I look upon the
218t rule of the house of repre-
sentatives, generally known as
the ‘gzag’ rule, and the resclution
censuring the Hon. Mr., Giddings
of Ohio, for having presented
certain resolutions to sald house,
without permitting sald Glddings

on the talkfest yclept the demo-
cratic natiomal convention at
Chicago a few days back lmagin-
od they were getting absent
treatment to something hot. But
they were mistaken. That fis,
compared with the political bat-
tles waged In the rectic years pre-
ceding the war of 1861-5, by the
side of which the affalr in the
windy city was an old fashioned
quilting party.
= % %

ever happens, I can tell you right
now what is expected of you, When
you get here, you'll find somebody
that's sick. When you do, look om
their arm for a bite. On the arm,
remember. Thea stick your hypo
needle right in the bite. Do you
understand 1’

“I do not know to this day how I
stood there without erying out
against such a fiendish, damnable
scheme, Yet she was looking at me,

money is saved by pinching salaries of instructors more em-
ployes are added to the overhead offices; and a costly bu-
reaucracy is being built up at the expense of the taxpayers.

It is such a condition of demoralization which the ed-
ucational system of Oregon has come to. We are told now to
wait till we get a chancellor. Very well; we shall wait for
some months before we get one. He will come in. It will take
him a year or two to get acquainted with the situation and
ite problems. He will be faced with hostility at every turn;
he will encounter institutional and local jealousies; and he

call to come to Lola’s apartment
just a few hours ago. But my con-
sternation was increased tenfold
when I entered the room and saw
the victim was Lola Carrwe herself.

“lI was in a panic. There she lay.
1 looked at her arms. She herself
had been bitten by the scorpion.
The mark was plainly there. In self-
defense I said she had had heart
trouble and then in self-defense I
performed the trick which she had

ed upon to take the field for
congress, and as the field was
large and the time short, the doe-
tor - was placing great reliance
upon the activities of his friends,
of which he was one. He told
Baldwin: “He (Dr. Thompson) is |
a true whig, and the following
letter I have just received from
him will acquaint you with his
views upon the slavery question,
iIn which a large portion of our

teresting suspicion — for Baldwin

—that Vincent Rowland is a rogue.
Suppose he is? Is he a murderer?”

smiling, serene, beautiful. .Yes, I|taught me. I put the needle into the | method in his court- ba
A s : . * . itize : The columnist of the Marion . . - room battles,—
will find his authority handicapped and crippled by the im- | “"'#®n8 Toal D daty laverast: %0 be hg?;é;iclg' f:“‘dif:ﬁ%: Mirror added: “Charles Baldwin :ﬂ:“:ht' th‘hd;;ln."' & woman and |bite, and thus obliterated all trace. | spectacular affairs, always. More-
possible scheme of administration which has been set up.| «He says: ‘While I would not | claiming to have attained the|¥3s ©ne of the early settlers| —opioT88 D hng'g:‘ “But who killed her? Who killed |over, he might figure that these
It requires no stretch of the imagination to predict failure |interfere with the domestic insti- | mexim of human liberty.’ ™ who operated the underground| = ,b:, I bade him go ,'“3‘ an- | Christine Quires —by the same | very three people stood in his way.
for your imported chancellor. His only hope of success would | tutions of the slave states insured o 5 8 raliroad, in connection with Mos- Sight. Tideadly scorplon bite? I do met|And

to them by the constitution of the
United States, yet I am opposed
to, and would oppose the exten-
slon of slavery imn every shape
and form. I have been long of
the opiniom that individuals of
both political parties have DIS-

went home in the depths of despair,
I tried to forget about it. 1 plan-
ned a trip out of town. I would not
be thers when I was sent for. But I
,Was a coward—the worst coward
io history I was in too deep T had

be to get the board entirely to revamp its type of administra-
tive organization. ,

" The Statesman is profoundly interested in higher educa-
tion in Oregon; and in the prosperity of the institutions.
We want to see the higher institutions of Oregon
flourish and grow strong. Now we find morale shattered,
faculties devoting their energies to filling out doctrinaire
questionnaires, students disgusted. And we have lost all hope

es Bradford, Nathan Coggehall
and a number of other morthern
men who believed in freeing the
colored people from the bonds of
slavery, and Grant county play-
ed a prominent part in alding
the escape of hundreds of slaves
from thelr sounthern masters.”

Mr. Russell told Mr. Baldwin
that he looked upon that as a
plain and fearless statement of
“principles that no GOOD CITI-
ZEM should condemn,” and he
added that any one interested
might see the original letter of

Daily Health Talks

know. But I am going to get one
more scorpion. After what I have
done tonight — and the knowledge
that Lola’s papers will surely ex-
pose me—I do not care to live, Dis-
regard all I said at the beginning
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Such unt?me;.u, worked out
in overt acts, especially om such
scales as were comparable to the
operations of the ralders under

cinnat{, across the Ohio river
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slave would be secreted at Cin-
cinnati, and thence spirited away
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