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‘;Tbat Panama Would Become You, Goofy”

Road Costs and Car Licenses

UR present scale of motor license fees and gas taxes were
get in a day of abundance. Required were certain sums
to meet fixed charges on bonded debt. The remainder could
be spent in maintenance, in improvements, in new construc-
tion and in the necessary administration and engineering.
" The same scale of fees and taxes now prevail. But on the
outgo side there is quite a different picture.

First, we are now past the peak on the bonded debt ser-
vice requirements, If we refrain from further bond issues
the amount of income that must go to pay principal and in-
terest will progressively grow smaller.

Second, and this is of great importance, a million dol-
lars spent in road work now will buy far more than any year
since road work was begun here on a large scale. In a letter
appearing in the Portland Journal, Engineer McCullough of
the highway department says that unit prices on bridge con-
struction several years ago were 409 higher than they are
now. He cites figures from the contract on the bridge over
the Clackamas river which was recently awarded. When the
job was first estimated some years ago the computation was
roughly $300,000. Recently when it was redrafted and care-
ful estimates made the estimate of the engineers was $206,-
505. The award was made for $165,475, which is not far from
50% of the first estimate. As McCullough says:

“Four years ago this department was paying from $22 to
$30 per cubic yard for concrete, while the contract price on this
structure ranges from $12 to $16. At that time we were paying
$5 to $6 per hundred for reenforcing steel as against a contract

price on this structure of $3.50, and so on for other items of
unit cost.”

That is precisely what The Statesman has been telling
the people for two years. Costs are lower; which means that
the same amount of money buys more miles of road, more
bridges, more maintenance work, more oiling, more gravel-
ing, more paving.

Putting it another way, we can do as much road work as
we were doing in 1927 and 1928 for 409 less money.

Then why can’t the state cut the motor license fees with-
out increasing the gas tax?

What we are fighting for is a real lightening of the load
on the motorist, not just picking his hind pocket instead of
his front pocket. Just because the gas tax is painless, it is
no less real.

True, the people clamor for more roads; they always
will, Then why not get on a steady basis of paying for road
construction just what the state can afford and not try to
telescope construction into a decade? People want other things
than roads nowadays; they want ford, they want gas, they
want clothing, they want automobiles. Also men want jobs,
and that is the only good reason there is for continuing to
spenk.d as much money #s we have been spending in road
wor'

Third, there is still another factor the people do not
fully appreciate, and that is the secular growth of income
from these fixed fees. Year by year more money comes in
from license fees, although the amount at present may show
a slight decrease due to business conditions. The amount of
income on the gas tax is increasing even in hard times.

So we have this singular situation: Under present fees
and taxes we have more money to spend, at a time when the
major projects of the original system have been largely com-
pleted, and at a time when the road dollar buys about 40%
more than it did when these fees and taxes were fixed. All
this too at a time when the car-owner is less able to pay these
charges than ever before.

The need for action in bringing about a sharp, though
sensible, reduction in license fees is so apparent and so

fdructicnhle that we need not point the moral to adorn this
e,

After the Bonus
ONCEDED that the last half of the soldiers’ bonus, due
1945, will be paid within a very few years, yielding to
the pressure brought by the ex-service men.

After the bonus is paid and spent, what next? Will
there be demands for more banuses and more pensions? Will
there ever be an end to the political pressure used to extract
money from the treasury for the benefit of able-bodied men
~ who served during the world war?

Remember that we are now paying nearly a billion
dollars a year in veterans’' pensions and relief. Remember
too that a large sum is going to able-bodied veterans or to
those whose disability was in no wise due to the war. Re-
member too that the country wants to be generous with those
wounded in service, and the widows and orphans of those
who lost their lives in battle. All that is paid without grudg-

But recalling the history of pension legislation in the
past, one wonders what the limit will be in meeting the de-
mands of veterans of the World war. There is a limit, which
is the capacity of the country to pay; and another limit, the
willingness of the people to pay. .
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BITS for BREAKFAS

By R. J. HENDRICKS—

the following:

“He was born in Franklin coun-
ty, Kentucky, on the 11th day of
September, 1822. While a small
boy he emigrated from his native
state with his parents and other
members of the family to the
state of Illinols. In that state he
had the benefit of a common
school education and was pro-
ficient im the branches taught in
schools of that character. He had
the faculty of retaining whatever
acquirements came to him., As he
had frequently observed, his mem-
ory was tenacious and reasonably
correct.

“About the year 1844 he took
up the study of law. Crossing the
Missizsippl river into the state
of Missouri, he was under the
tutelage of a man by the name
of Jamison, who was a man of
considerable prominence, being a
member of congress. Judge Doo-
little was also one of his pre
ceptors. While assoclated with
these gentlemea he was brought
into contact with and formed an
acquaintance with Thomas H.
Benton, then senator from Mis-
sourl and a man of national repu-
tation. He slways seemed to be
especlally proud of his contact
with that {llustrious statesman.

“He was anxlous te engage his
services im behalfl of the United
States in the Mexican war, but
volunteers were quite numerous,
and he did enlist and take the
duties of a soldler in 1846 as
shown by the records on file ia
the war department, Washington,
D. C., and carved on the monu-
ment by the U. 8. governmeant at
his grave ‘n the L. 0. 0. F. ceme-
tery, Salem, QOregon.

‘ Daily Health Talks

Benjamin Hayden:

= %%
On February 28, in answer to
a question from the Missouri His-
tosical soclety asking for the lo-
cation of the grave of Hancock
Lee Jackson, thls column made
reference to Benjamin Hayden,
T %%

It came about from the ZIact
that Hancock Lee Jackson, once
lisutenant governor and governor
of Missour!, was the great grand-
father of Miller B. Hayden, jus-
tice of the peace of Salem dis-
trict; that he (Jackson) was the
father-in-law of General John F.
Miller, one of the grandfathers of
our justice of the peace, the one
on his mother's side, and Benja-
min Hayden was the grandfather
on his father's side. And the
graves of all thess ancestors are
in the 0d4d Fellows’ cemetery,

Salem,
N % 5

In order to make permanent
record of facts connected with the
life of Benjamin Hayden, there Is
printed below a set of resolutions
of the BSalem Bar assoclation,
written soon after hia death. The
document is self explapatory. It
follows:

““To the Honorable Judges for
the Third Judicial District of the
State of Oregon: The undersign-
ed, your committee appointed by
John H, McNary, president of the
Salam Bar assoclation, respecting
the presentation of suitable mem-
oranda respecting the public and
professional career of the Ilate
Benjamin Hayden, beg to report
that we have from memory and
other data obtained from his rel-
atives and his friends compiled

By ROYAL S. COPELAND, M. D.
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“In 1849 he, with a party of
friends, went to California and
spent a considerabls time in the
mines, and came omn to Oregon

City in the fall of 1849. Return-
ing to Illinols Im 1852, he was
married to Zarilda Glbson (Jack-
son), and the same year recrossed
the plains to Oregon by the usual
methods then in vogue, namely,
ox team. Having twice crossed
the plains, he was chosen by his
comrades to lead the emigrants
with whom he was travsling, and
they always called him Captain
Hayden. He settled on a tract of
land in Polk county under what
is known as the donation land
law and acquired title thereto,
and the property still remains in
the family,

“In 1856, when the Indian wars
known as the Rogue River and
Yakima wars, broke out he was
quick to volunteer his services Ia
behalf of the territory of Ore-
gon, He served in what {3 known
as the Yakima campaign. On the
assembling of the Polk county
companies they had, under the
military rules themn governing
them, the election of the chief
officers, and Hayden was elected
captain of his company, and serv-
od with gatisfaction to all of his
men; in fact this was one of the
ecrowning triumphs of his life, be-
cause he left them with the em-
tire confidence and respect, which
his manners and conduet guar-
anteed to his future fame and the
esteem of the men who served
under him.

“In 18568 he was nominated by
the party of his cholce In Polk

county as a candidate for the leg--

islature and was easily elected,
serving throughout the term. At
the next blennial election In Polk
county he was chosen county
judge and served his term with
credit. This gave him the distine-
tion of being the first judge of
Polk county under state govera-
ment. Having had a personal ae-
quaintance with Stephen A. Doug-
las, he was on tha elactoral ticket
in 1860, and made a canvass in
behalf of his candidate which
brought him into prominence as
& rostrum speaker, He was ae-
tively engaged in the practice of
law from the time he went te
Dallas as county judge until late
in life. He was calebrated as aa
advocate. He tried many cases of
importance, usually appearing In
behalf of the defense, His serv-
ices were sought after all over
the state, and he made many trips
into adjolning counties from that
of his home for the purpose of
conducting cases of this charae-
ter which seemed to be congenial
to his mature. He mever refused
what he considered & meritorious
case because his cllent was un-
prepared to pay for the services
which devolved upon him, as he
urderstood his duty as a lawyer.
“In 1864 he made & complete
canvaks of the state of Oregon
in behalf of the candidacy of Geo.
B. McClellan, At this period
his career he was at his
wherever he spok udiences
always hear him. He
2 Tandidate for the legisla-
ure for Polk county in 1870 and
wag slected. On the assembling of
the legislature he was made the
speaker of the house, and served
with satisfaction to his fellows.
However, the greatest distinction
which he achieved during that
session was when he lald down
the gavel im behalf of a fellow
member. for the purpose of dis-
eussing some public question that
was being considered by the as-
“His great power lay in the
vehement manner of his declama-
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of bad news she ripped open the first one.

with armfuls of lilae and syringas,
which the obliging sisters stuffed
into bulging but strangely incom-
modious vases, “You'l be coming
home in a day or twe now, Lily
Lou—and then we'll be off to Paris,

with her for the 10 days that were
left before it was time to go back
to Paris.
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any sort of challenge or inter-
ruption brought back a retort
which frequeatly put the speaker
to embarrasament. He never
spoke, however, in his severest
Continued on Page 8)

New Views

Question asked yesterday by
Statesman reporters was: “What
is your reaction to the Garner re-
lisf blll, now befors congress and
which carries & $1,047,000,000
public works provision and a total
of $2,100,000,000 for relief?"

Salvation Army

E. L. ‘.ﬂl'
worker: “To the honest truth,
1 haven't had time to read the
newspapery for weeks. I work all
day and late into the night on re-
lief work here.”

John Martia, workmam: ‘I no-

skeptical until I see that it would
actually do some good in the pres-
eat situation.*

i
:
:
:

do something.”

Yesterdays
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Gambls, Hyde & company,
started here recently,

ticed nothing about it, but I'm-

thing to do soon, they're going to |

company. A factory bullding soon
will be erected.

Balem sent only one dog to the
Portland bench show, and that dog
took six prizes. The Salem dog is
‘“Togo™ the Airdale terrier belong-
ing to J. J. Dalrymple.

Salem will soon have another
theatre. Messrs. H. E. Porriaa and
T. O. Morgan have reated one of
the large store rooms ia the Wag-
ner block om the north side of
Court street, west of Liberty,
which they will opea next week.

May 28, 1929
A rough estimate has it that
close to 300 houses have been
buiit or are now bullding in Sslem

since last fall. The bullding has

been golng on in almost every por-
tion of the city.

The task of paving Stayion's
main streels on the Salem-Stay-
ton-Mehama Toule wag started
yesterday whea the first batch
of asphalt material was put out
by the plant which has been reat-
ed from Marion county.

Temporary officers electad by
the Salem Lions club at its first
mesting yesterday are: Ed Chas-
tain, president; E. M. Page, vies
president; M. D. Ohling, secretary-
treasuyrer; E. F. Smith, C. L.
Smith, C. L. George, Gienn Gregg
and ©. B. O'Neill, directors; Ross
C. Miles, “tall CTwister.”

‘BERRY

TICKETS

The Statesman printing
office will print your ber-

ry

-

and

- Statesman

- Publishing
Compan

215 South

y

Commercial




