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Peek-aboo Justice

, IN a recent decision made by the Oregon supreme court in
a suit for damages account of personal injuries appeared
this paragraph: o
“We are not convinced that the plaintiff wilfully brought to
the attention of the jury the fact that the defendant carried per-
sonal liability insurance. Om cross-examination, one of defend-
ant's witnesses, in responsa to the question, ‘Didn't you talk to
anyone before yesterday morning?’ answered, ‘No one but the

insurance man.’ The inquiry concerning a settlement was on dan-
gerous ground and should be avolded on retrial.”

The point on which the court expressed its opinion in
this paragraph was whether the reference to “the insurance
man” was prejudicial to the defendant by getting to the jury
the information that the defendant was protected by liabil-
ity insurance.

We cite the paragraph and give its implication not to
comment upon the particular case, but to use it to call to
general public attention what has come to be a genuine evil
in the rendering of just verdicts by petit juries, and that is
an inclination to soak insurance companies because they are

supposed to be rich and “anyway the plaintiff looks like he |
needs the money”.

Those familiar with damage suits, especially automobile
cases, know how pernicious this practice has become. It re-
flects a sad state of the public conscience when verdicts may
be swayed by knowledge that the loss may be paid by an in-
surance company. If such a claim is unjust, the verdict is
merely legalized pocket-picking. The cost falls directly upon
the policy holders and premium payers. Partly because of
this suffering of heavy verdicts in damage suits rates, for
automobile liability insurance has been raised to almost
prohibitive heights. The motorists are the ones who have to
pay, so jurors who let the fact that the defendant may be in-
sured influence their decision may be just soaking themselves
as premium payers.

Justice should be justice; but scme lawyers and plain-
tiffs seem disposed to loosen the bandage of the goddess of
justice as she holds the scales in even balance, so she may
see the figure of some insurance company in the background.
It isn't ethical, and jurors even if they know the fact should
in all honor and fidelity to their oaths ignore it and render
verdicts according to the law and the evidence.

Judge Gale S. Hill

HE death of Gale S. Hill, circuit judge of district three,

in the prime of life and almost at the beginning of his
judicial work, is unfortunate and saddening. Judge Hill had
the innate qualities which make for a competent judge; he
was discerning, analytical, able to weigh values. His experi-
ence as a lawyer in Albany had enabled him to know both
the law and people, a knowledge of the latter being as funda-

- mental for a successful jurist as any qualification.

It was characteristic of Judge Hill who was greatly

liked by his associates, that until the last his geniality never

. After weeks of pain in a Portland hospital he re-

marked that about all the doctors in Portland had worked

" on his“case and their fees should be enough to clear all the

debts of the hospital. The judge looked on life, liked it and

?elgegigh hopes until the last that his days could be pro-
onged.

Attorneys who presented their cases in Judge Hill’s
cotirt consistently remarked on his uniform fairness, his ab-
solute integrity, the dispatch with which he handled cases
and the lucidness and accuracy of his decisions. Judge Hill’s
decisions, while extending over less than two years of ser-
viee, were seldom wrong. :

The late Judge Hill will be greatly missed in Albany
where he was born in 1877, the son of a pioneer physician
who like his son, rendered a high type of service to his com-
munity. Judge Hill was brought up there, educated there,
studied his law there and it was in Albany that he did the
conscientious, careful legal work which preceeded his ap-

_ pointment to the bench. There the loss brought by his pass-
ing will be deepest as the men who knew best the twinkle in
eye, the clarity of his thinking, the firmness and of his de-

cision, know these attributes are but memory due to his un-
- timely passing.

Echo From the Tomb

EMBERS of the Salem Rotary club and other audiences

in Oregon recently have heard Charles H. Ingersoll,
the original of “Ingersoll dollar watch” fame, expound with
perfect sincerity and conviction the old Henry George theory
of single tax. What an echo from the past. It was as though
his first Ingersoll of 1892 had stopped the year it was made
and its vendor’s thinking had stopped then too. For the cur-
rent of opinion on taxing quesfions has swung far in the
other direction in the last 40 years.

It was in 1922 Oregon had its last proposal for the sin-
gle tax. That was the fifth time it was voted on in 15 years.
Just to show how far from the single tax theory we have
gone the Mott resolution in the 1981 session proposed the
PROHIBITION of ANY state tax on real property. This res-
olution which went to the other extreme actually had some

lorar house; and still has ng
farmers. Yet along comes Ingersoll and revives the old idea
of a “single tax” on land alone, and not on improvements,

The theory of the sin
sgs. At the present ﬂmgé' belongs to the non-industrial

to measure taxation by the

1ol st o meori b, i
: & surprising to see government

& general sales tax out of sheer necessity for e B

The only theory of taxation that
support is the one that-puts
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Leiters from
Statesman Readers
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Bditor “Oregon Stateaman';:
Marie Antolpette when told
during the French Revolution that
the people were erying for bread,
replied, “Why don't thay eat
cake?”
The Oregon hop growers whea
told that numberless families are
in need of bread and milk, reply,
“Let's give them bheer.” -
Even though a few unscrupu-
lous doctors might be. persuaded
to testify that beer was a satis-
factory substitute for bread and
milk in a growing child's diet, just
where i3 the money coming from
to buy this beer? Every dollar
that a certain class would spend
fot beer would have to be made
good by the already over taxed
charities and tax payers to pro-
vide that man‘s family with food
and clothing. The Salvation Army
will bear witness as to the num-
ber of suffering families for which
they had to eare in the *'good old
days’ of legalized beer,
Just where is the money eoming
from to buy this beer? The hop
growers have not yet advocated
the coining of additlonal money
for this purpose. The answer is
that the money must come from
legitimate industries, among them
agriculture and dairying.
If legalized beer would be of so
much value to agriculture in gen-
eral, why does the national and’
state granges and the secretary of
agriculture oppose it? Their con-
clusiong on this subject should
carry mofe weight than that of
the hop growers,
It is only natural for the hop
growers to fight for their Inter-
ests, but let's we who are in other
industries realize that every dollar
which goes into their business will
come out of ours. Let's get a wider
perspective than that of the hop
growers when we go tp the polls
in May.
Sincerely,

Mrs. C. W, Stacey.

- Yesterdays

e+ Of Old Salem

Town Talks from The States-
man of Earlier Days

May 6, 1907
In the first relay race ever run
from Salem to Portland, the Che-
mawa team of 10 Indian stu-
dents yesterday defeated the
Portland Y. M. C. A. team by
12% minutes. The 51.3-mile
course was covered at the rate of
a mile in 6 minutes, 20 seconds.

Aunother railroad is to contri-
bute to the development of “0ld
Yamhill” and is to be operated
Letween Sheridan and a point a
mile and a half north of Willa-
mina under the name, Sheridan
& Willamina Railroad company,

A protest against the paving
of State street was fllled with
City Recorder Moores yesterday
by Fred Hurst of South Salem
owner of property on State
street. He is understood to ob-
ject to cutting back and lowering
the curb line.

May 6, 1923

The total registration of motor
vehicles In Oregon for 1922 |is
100,057, Sam A. Kozer, secretary
of state, announced yesterday.
The figure will reach around
125,000 by the end of the year
he estimated.

Coach Bill Reinhart of the Sa-
lem high baseball team is now
no more of Salem., He has ac-
cepted & position with the Stand-
ard Oll company at Portland.

With blare of trumpets, side-
show spielers and coontown min-
strels, BSalem's Cherringo was
opened at the armory last night
for its three-day performance to
obtain funds for the Salem hos-
pital. The Cherrian-sponsorsd
carnival attracted over 1000 pa-
trons.

M3 COMPETED WITH
WOG PAT PRODUCTS.
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"Tomorrow: “Gold Teeth Banned in Movies”

Fighting Joe Hooker:
S %S
(Continuing from yesterday:)
The father of the writer (the Bits
man was not yet borm) respond-
ed to this call, secured his arms
and outfit and his Polk county
company I{improvised a cannon,
and there was daily drilling near
Monmouth, and nightly firing of
the cannom, with patriotic cries
like, ““Rebels, hunt your holes!"
The little band in the hills of old
Polk, around Cooper hollow, ex-
pected to be called and to re-
spond with, “We are coming, Fa-
ther Abraham, 500,000 strong!”
But resuming the text: -
= %%

“Colonel Baker from Washing-
ton had taken an amctive Interest
in encouraging the raising of this
famous regiment—it was the or-
iginal regiment of the Rough
Riders of the West.

% % %

**There was an impression that
nowhere in the east could there
be gathesed together cavalrymen
to withstand the omnslaughts of
the dashing Southron oa his black
charger, and the First Oregon
cavalry was recruited on the ex-
press promise that should the war
continue they would be speedily
transferred to the Army of the
Potomac and given opportunity
to cross swords with the flower
of southern chivalry.

T

“From the lava beds of Jack-
gson county to the plains of the
Tualatin rang the bugle call to
duty, and the pick of the youth of
this young state were soon in the
saddle under the guidom of free-
dom. R. F. Maury was commis-
sloned lieutenant-colonel, Benja-
min F. Harding quartermaster,
C. 8. Drew major, and J. 8. Rin-
earson junlor major. Each volun-
teer furnished his own horse . ..
Six ecomplete companies rendez-
voused at Fort Vancouver in May,
1862, and were clothed imn gov-
ernment uniforms and armed with
old-fashloned muszle-loading ri-
fles, pistols and sabers.

= % %

“Colonel Baker was the warm
personal friend of Lincoln; he
had promised the boys of the
First Oregon cavalry before re-

Daily. Thought

“Courage is resistance to fear,

| Daily Health Talks

By ROYAL S. COPELAND, M. D,
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“Capone, smiling broadly, was
“ Fead & Statesman news story. Saved

pasteurised milk
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BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS—

cruiting began that they should
have & chance, if the war contin-
ued, of serving in the east; many
of the present survivors have told
me that they enlisted rn this ex-
press promise—and had Colonel
Baker lived there is every reasom
to belleve that with his strong per-
sonal influence with the presi-
dent, “Tom Cornelius’ Rough
Riders of Oregon’ would bhave
been the prototype in fame, as
they were in fact, of ‘Roocsevelt's
Rough Riders’ of the Spanish war
« s+ With impetuous courage and
passionatsé desire to serve his
country upon the battlefield as
well as on the floor of ths sen-
ate, Colonel Baker could not stay
in the rear, but joimed his regl-
ment at the front, and was as
active in the work of the camp as
he had been om the stump and
rostrum.
% %

“Occasionally he would revisit
the senate and participate in a
day’s debate and then hurry back
to his military fduties. It was at
such a time, sitting in his seat in
the senate, clad in his colonel's
uniform that Jock C. Brecken-
ridge of Kentucky, late pro slave-
ry candidate for the presidency
with Joseph Lane (for vice pres-
ident), delivered a speech which
was but u reflection of the seces-
slon views of those braver South-
erners who wers already in arm-
ed rebellion. Colonel Baker Erew
restive under the words of Breck-
enridge, his face glowed with pas-
slonate excitement, and he sprang
to the floor when the senator
from Kentucky took his seat and
then and there without previpus
preparation delivered that won-
derful philippie, abounding in de-
nunciation and invective which
alone would make a niche for him
in world's temple of fame.
ionately he asked:

e
‘What would nave been
thought, if In another capitol, in
& yeot more martial age, a senator

| with the Roman purple flowing

from his shoulders had risen im
his place, surrounded by all the
illustrations of Roman glory, and
declared that advancing Hannibal
was just and that Carthage should
be dealt with in terms of peace?
What would have been thought
if, after the battle of Cannace, a
senator had denounced every levy
of the Roman people, every ex-
penditure of its treasury, every
appeal to the old recollections and
the old glories?' Mr. Feesenden,
of Maine, who sat near, responded
in an undertone, ‘He would have
been huried from the Tarpelan
rock’'), and im tones of thunder
Baker flashed forth the suggest-
ed fate and continued, ‘Are not
the speeches of the senator from
Kentucky intended for disorgan-
ization? Are they not intended to
destroy our gzeal? Are they not in-
tended to animate our enemies?
8ir, are they not words of briiliant
polished treason even in the very
capitol of the Republic?’
i T % %

And then, replying to a taunt
of Breckenridge about the loyalty
of the Pacific coast, he went on:
‘When the senator from Kentucky
speaks of the Pacific I see anoth-
er distinguished friend from Illi-
nois, now worthily representing

(Contlnued on page 7)

Editorial
Comment

| From Other Papers

Recent reading of the Congres-
sional Record shows that the de-
pression cam be easily terminated
it we—

Balance the budget, spend $5.-
000,000,000 on pnbll,:'worh. $

Cut federal expense to the bons,
give ex-service men $2,400,000,.-
“% tru cash, |

ultivate thriit, stop hoarding
and spend more freely.

Cut down production costs, pay
higher wages.

Increase the protective tariff,
lcoum war debts to the last del-
u‘

Have less government in busi-
ness, more féderal ald to the home
owners. .

Fight the dole, establish old age

pensions, and unemployment [n-
surance

- Slmple {sm't It7—This business
of petting out of the Slough of

A Despond and returning to normal
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patent-leather side.
“T've got to stop going over and
over it . . » «» he'll find me still
herel” she thought, starting up in
sudden fright.
She went into the bathroom and

ared face. She looked at her ownm
reflection with shrinking surprise

. . Could this be she? Lily Lou
Lansing, who used to be pretty?
She put her hands, wonderingly, to
her puffy eyes. She had never cried
before. . . . There hadn’t been any-
thing to cry sbout. Life had been

to wash her swollen, disfig-|j
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The Negro put down her bag.
“That don't go till six o'clock, Miss,
It's just three-twenty-two mnow.

“ii-w York. That's the train. I'm
Her cho; flushed, she fumbled
for something sensible to say. The

prosperity.

All we have to do is follow the
expert advice of our august repre-
sentatives in the Congress,

The only difficulty with us une
enlightened and benighted sio-
ners, is to determine which one to
follow. There are so0 many of
them, and not one of them agree.
More than that, a littls contem-
plation arouses the definite suspi-
clon that if any ONE of them is
right, all the others must be
WRONG.

Which inevitably leads to am-
other definite suspicion, that ALL
OF THEM A?E .WR.ONG.

And that suspicion in our hum-
ble judgment is correct.

All of them are wrong, because
all of them claim to have discov-
ered a sure-fire cure for our eco-
nomie ills, when the only ecertain
thing about this depression is —
there IS pone,

Moszes will arise to lead us from
the Wilderness. But we fear he

or Lower House of Congress.
Meanwhile we belleve If our re-
presentatives at Washington spend
more time putting their own housze
in order, and less In trying to
find & panacea that would usher
in the Millenium tomorrow, ev-
eryone, (including themselves)
would be the better for it—Med-
ford Mall Tribune.

New Views

Statesman reporters yesterday
asked: “Are you satistied with
the treatment givem the Massie
group in Honolulu? Why or why
not?”

George Edwards, city police-
man: “I don't think they should
have made them even serve am

Perhaps one of these days a

will not arise in either the Upper '

pleased the natives and the par- |they tried them.™
don satisfied the Americans.”

T e et

A.N. farmer: 1 I
Fred Williams, attorney: “Yes; |ed the outcome. I think everyond
only mistake made was in that 'does.”

- |
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A feature our | |
| customers appreciate

Customers here at the United
States National do not hesitate to
| bring their business and financial
problems to us—they know we will
give them our personal attention
and advise them from a knowl-
.

|
And our officers are always ac- |
cessible and ready to talk over 1
your problems, |
If you have not already made a I

|

1

connection here, we invite your
account, :
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_ United States
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