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The School Budget Hearing

S an observer of the meeting of the school budget com-
mittee meeting Tuesday night it seemed to us that board
members Olinger and Neer displayed ill temper and bad
taste in rebuking those who raised questions as to possibili-

d Chambers, who were members of the committee repre-
senting taxpayers, were by no means rampageous or abusive.

fnhnd none; but they did manifest a sense of responsibility
%in& to hold down school costs,

“Director Olinger appeared to resent scrutiny of the
budget with a view to reductions as a reflection on the past
management 6f the school board. This was entirely the wrong
slant. It was not the past which was on trial; it was a study
of what the district could afford for its educational budget
for next year. The Salem school board has rendered good
stewardship in holding down per pupil costs, but with a stead-
ily mounting warrant indebtedness and prospect of further
tax delinquency assuredly it was the duty of the budget com-
mittee to weigh carefully every item submitted as a prospect- |
ive cost for the ensuing year. ]

Director Neer said that since the board had worked in |
reparing the budget he fel® called upon to defend it. If the
gun‘d is to prepare the preliminary budget, fight off any
W:at the time the budget committee meets, and then

final meeting, of what avail other than mere publicity is the
holding of the hearings and the calling in of non-board mem-
ber taxpayers?

There were issues involved which properly called for an
-expression of opinion from the general public. The matter of
scale of wages, of continuance of special departments, ete.
are guestions on which the board should welcome the views
of members of the budget committee and citizens gen-
erally without being caustic or abusive of those who decently
express their opinions. _

“The significant facts about the school budget as adopted
are that while the total shows a reduction of 4.7%, the

. The board in the past has succeeded in holding its oper-
ating costs at a low level. It has reduced outstanding bonds
from a peak of $430,900 in June, 1927 to $205,000 in June,
1981 and to $158,000 at the present time. At the same time
note or warrant debt has increased from $46,-
June lsgnt: $128,000 in June, 1931 and to $182,420,
current which if it continues increasing
cause embarrassment. When banks get all the school
want and stop taking them the warrants have
about and sold at a discount. Many districts

this trouble at the present time. Salem would
be In this position too were it not for the strong condition of
Jocal financial institutions. \
one could tell the trend of business in the next year
he could téll quickly whether the city could continue
out over $400,000 a year on its school system. We do
hm with otha' iti 'es':lwhen I i'ah;::'fectly

er cities and states, It°

however that there can be no marked reduction unless
wages are reduced, when over 656% of the total budget goes
for personal services, But 'we think board members take a
wrong attitnde when they get their dander up when
members of their own choosing courteously raise that ques-
tion at a meeting presumably called for that purpose.
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“Here's Your

O Coach “Doc” Spears is going to Wisconsin after all.
Twice he renounced the temptation, audibly so the peo-

ple of Oregon might hear. The third call from Madison was
accepted. Perhaps it was a matter of etiquette, like the cus-
tom of the Chinese in rejecting the tender of the crown. May-
be it was mere jockeying for a better deal from Wisconsin.
Maybe it was just final yielding to importunities or to “op-

settled now and-Coach Spears is going.
- We could never understand why he haggled so and de-

X treatment of university sport fans has been rather
- shabby, after all they have done to make his residencé here
fter he had twice given assurances that Wis-
consin could not lure him from his new Oregon love. The dig
Spears gives at the board of higher education is a poor “out”
because three years to run, and no changes
to affect his status under that contraet.
f'gunwﬂlbemoreathomeinthe-middlewutwherehe
known, where he knows his way about, where he has
athletic fund to work

-will have another stretch of hard
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Yesterdays

W for the past week has’
J.’.%..... for the $350,000
. W. C. A, bullding fund

announced that if had topped its
goal by $5800. =

of H. H. Craig, who has wold his
store. Strange to state, this can-
didate is not & myth, but a real
live man,

March 31, 1922

Walter M. Pierce of La Grande,
former state senatorsand mewber
of the tax investigating commit-
tee, announced at Portland yester-
day that he would be a candidate
for the democratic nomination for
governor at the coming primary
election.

Coach “Bill” Reinhart is look-
ing'e mover, and estimating his
chances to make Salem high
school baseball team the state
champlon. “We shall be better
able to tell what Salem has, after
the first tryout against Chem-
awa,” he saild.

DALLAS. — Unless something
uniforeseen happens, Polk county

surfaced road. The county court is
considering eonstruction of a mlile
and @ half of concrete road north
from Independence, one of the
mms used roads in the county.

' New Views
Suilesman reporters yesterday
asked this qguestion: “Was Dr.
Spears justified in leaving Oregon
to go to Wisconsin at a lesser sal-

ary and when his contract here
had three years to run?”

Joseph A, Herman, hotel man-
ager: “I think it was a2 good thing
Spears went. His salary was too
high., Now we may be able to get
into games for less money.”

Willard Marshall, Salem Clinie
If he felt that the board had ef-
fected changes which would rend-
er his work ineffectual there car-
tainly is no blame to be called
upon him for looking out for his
I am an Orégon
man, and I hate very much to see
the change made, but I cannot
blame Spears.”

“ Olson, florist: *“I
think he acted correctly. He was
not thinking - about Iimmediate
dollars and cents, but of securing
a place of reputed standing in the
athletic field, Whila the present
standing of Oregon is not ssecond
rate, it undoubtedly will be under
the present plan.”

James A, Byers, office

ager, T, A, Livesley com 3
“Yes, I do, Because of the
changes made by the board of
higher education.”

Earl Relawald, manager Clar-
fon, high school mewspaper: *I
Eucss anyohs of Spears’ imtelli-
gence would be justified. I think
he had a good reason.”

J. M. Moore, aunditor: “Yes,
It's going to simplify matters for
the board of higher education in
the consolidation of athleties in
the two schools.™
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Tomorrow: “Electrie Cradle for Baby” .

Why the ploneers camer

T T

(Continuing from yesterday:)
“I eannot vouch for the truth of
this, but it sounds like Mr. Apple-
gate, though he, himself, wag al-
ways for peaceful methods, If the
object could bs so obtained. (Ban-
incident.)
. « « A strong indication that this
question an answer between
Lieutenant Peel and Mr. Apple-
gate did occur is the fact that
within 15 or 20 mfiles of the Ap-
plegate residence, from which Mr.
Peel and his party were traveling
northward, the writer listening to
Mr. Danfel Matheny’'s question to
Feel as to how he liked Oregon,
heard the latter reply:

T %%

“‘Mr. Matheny, it is certainly
the most beautiful country in its
natural] my eyes ever behsld.’
Then, after a short panse, he con-
tinued: ‘I regret to say that I am
afraid we (the British) are not
going to be the owners of it.’

% %N
“This occurred within & month
after the arrival of Lieutenant
Pee! and Captain Parks in west-
ern Oregon as emissaries of the
British government at the head of
which wag Peel's father, Sir Ro-
bert Peel. -
“ %%

“At that time the# open discus-
slon was often raised and some-
times hotly debated by the par-
ties confined together in a single
Chinook eanos. The writer remem-
bers having to take some very

Daily Thought

“It is a glorious privilege to
live, to know, to met, to listen, to
behold, to love. To look up at
the blue summer sky; to see

and you and I are here.”
—Marco Morrow.
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BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

rough comments made by s Scotch
sallor named Jack McDonald for
the shamefulness, as he termed it,
of my preferring the American
cause against the country of my
birth. I had to enture Jack's
tongue, he being In ong end of
the canoe and I in the other, but,
 on landing,-he declined to support
his right to question my right of
choice. (Mr. Minto was too modest
to add that McDonald thus escap-
ed the licking he deserved. No one
acquainted with members of the
Minto family will say an attempt
would not have been made to ad-
minister the deserved licking.) . .
2T % %

‘There wag probably no leader
in the settlement at that time who
more certainly would have been
ready. to take the fleld for the
American side than Cornelius Gil-
liam. As leader of the largest fol-
lowing of the immigration of
1844, @illlam was by nature and
prejudice most intensely opposed
to British rule in Oregon. ., .. To
settle Oregon as citizens of the
United States was a prevalling
sentiment among those who came
before the yesar of the Whitman
massacre. , . . To say that to save
Oregon as rightful territory of
the United States is too high a mo-
tive to be ascribed to the early
pioneer home builders who cross-
ed the plains and mountains to
Oragon: between 1842 and 1847 s

unjust.
%2 % %

“As Danifel Clark, my traveling
companiog fnto ‘westerm Oregon,
tersely@put. it in answer to the
question of a British ship eaptain
(who bad just reached Vancouver
with a cargo of goods for the
Hudson's Bay company), of where
he came from &and his purpose In
coming here, replied:

=T % %

" ‘'We've come from Missourl
across the Rocky mountains:
we've come to make our homes in
Oregon and rule this eountry.’

« “The wﬂt}r ::s kﬂlck by this

: reply, recelved from Clark the ev-

ening of the day after It was made,
as & éoncise statement of the gen-
eral object of Gilllam's companles
of the 1844 movement.

2T % %

“This was the first motive giv-
en in the writer's hearing by R.
W. Morrison before leaving his
Missour! residence, which knit me
to his service on the way to Ore-
gon with his family and hs effects.
He was the first of Gllliam’s ecap-
tains chosen ip':loetion.

e B %

‘“‘His sentiments pervaded aGil-
liam’s following and those of Col-]
onel* Ford and Major Thorp, and
to deny them that motive as one
of the most important of thelr
lives is to pronounce them irra-
tional men, which they certalnly
were not.” (Meaning Nathanlel
Ford and John Thorp, wagon
train captains in the Gilllam fol-

lowing.)
=T %%

Mr. Minto, in his concluding
sentemces, referred to “the home
builders of 1843 (of the Applegate
train), who to reach the Columbla
with their wagons (which were, in
fact, their travelilng homes), cut~
ting their way through the dense
timber growth in the Burant river
canyon, and through that of the
Blue mountaing of Oregon—part
of them to descend the Columbia

&

“And the q'l!inhh was [nitiated
by a small portion of the immigra-
tion of 1844 descending the lower
Colambia late in 1845, and 13
men cutting & wagon road through
the 15 miles of heavy Oregon for-
est to reach Budd’'s Inlet of Puget
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was aware of his presence.

“Well, I'm afraid I've made you
hate me,” he said awkwardly.

“] don’t hate you. I suppose it's
right for you te stand up for your
‘sister, and try to get Steve back for
her—"

“If it's wrong for h;r‘! tohl;:;:
Steve, then I'm against
him,” he returned pacifically. “And
really you're about some-
thing else; :
up there to show you in a poor light
beside Eileen. As a matter of fact,
you could stand up beside any. girl
without suffering. But if I tried to
put over on you a scheme that you
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felt a sudden affection for this amia-
ble lady. Bill grinned at his mother’s

mahogany and chintz with a wide
soft rug; an adjoining bath

tiles. A whits clad nurse, severs
snd middle-aged — a Mrs/ Deal —
looked upon Mary with a hostile eye.
“Not more than five minutes, at
the most. [l be back when the
time is wp” '
Primly, she marched away.
Steve’sJace was whiter than Mary
had ever seem it before. - His eyes
dazed, tired. There was a

in frontier cabins after the time of
the Lewis and Clark exploratiom
to succeesful overland emigration
by family wagons. He has to ex-
plain why Oregon has towns and
counties, and mountains even,

and Benton.
B %

“Dominion over Oregon was the
ripe fruit of patriotic stateaman-
ship concelved, cherished and
nursed by Thomas Jefferson, and

poor mem In-

American patriots I have men-
tioned.” '
2T % %

Mr. Minto 4id not forget to give
credit to ths women among the
pioneers—braven, often, and capa-
ble of suffering more hardships
than the mén, He mentionsd Mrs.
R. W. Morrison as “the most com-
plete embodiment of the gemtile-
ness,of womanh and courage
of manhood I have ever seem Im
one personality.” (She bhecame
mother-in-law.) .

T %

When the 1844 wagon train ar-
rived at The Dalles, says Baneroft,
“Mrs. Morrison traded her oaly
one she wore for
and

give to the generations to come
after them a rich heritage.

Grange Benefit Event
Will be Held Tonight

CHEMAWA, March 30. — The
grange baseball bemefit program
and dance will be held at the hall
Thuraday at 8 o'clock. A small
charge wil be made and.the public

named for Jefferson, Lewls, Linn |’

from the Silyerton high sechool.
This me*ter has been discussed by
many previous eclasses but for

yeoars those opposed to it were the
winners.

NO MEETING
HAYESVILLE, March 30.—The
Hayesville Woman's cludb which
has been meeting every two weeks
will not meet this Thursday, as
that wouid make three meetings

this month. The next

Roy Batdorf April 7.

e i e S A _ W

Morigages — Ilud-eatg — Insarance

will be held at the home of Mrs.
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