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QOur “Ole Man Ribber”

_ UR “Ole Man Ribber” is a friendly fellow even in his
- seasons of exuberance. The Willamette in flood never
- goes berserk in rage like the tiny Mill creek in Walla Walla
" which periodically rips up streets, washes away homes and
515 stocks of goods in stores. True there have been times
K- ’g the river which runs past our back door has done dam-
. age, swept away bridges and cut into fields, but those events
" have been few and widely separated in time. Ordinarily the
. Willamette handles the excess waters of heavy rains and
. melting snows with a calm efficiency for which those who
have pitched houses on its banks should be duly grateful. |

For most of its course the river runs between banks of
fair height. The lowlands bordering it serve very satisfactor-
ily as emergency reservoirs to handle the overflow. Consid-
ering the fact that the gradient of the stream is rather sharp
from source to mouth it is surprising that the stream does
no more cutting than it does. Instead of lashing about wildly
on fts occasions of flood the rivers merely overflows its
banks, fills the hollows of neighboring fields, and then in a
few days quickly recedes, leaving little damage, merely a
fresh deposit of silt on the fields.

So people hiére rarely become alarmed when the spring
freshets come. They have confidence that the banks will take
care of the stream flow, or if not the lowlands will. The hab-
itants of the river bottoms know from experience how high
to build their houses and barns, and when to drive in the
stock from exposed points when th- river starts to rise. This
year, with the stream flow reaching very healthy proportions
not even the loss of a horse or cow is reported.

‘There were some thrills, it is true, which will cause those
who experienced them to remember the year. At Eugene
some merchants eager to play golf sént a man on horseback
to the clabhouse to get their outfits. On the return trip the
horse stumbled and the rider dropved all his cargo in the
murky waters in sight of the helpless golf-fans. At Albany a
youth paddling a boat over a golf course which was running
a stream from the nearby river had his boat capsize but saved
himself by grasping the trunk of a tree. Over on the Santiam
near Dever two boys out in a boat in the flood waters tried
to row home through timber. The current caught their boat
and lodged it fast between trees, but their haliods brought
timely rescue. )

We 1re fortunate that the river does run swiftly, that
no levees are required to bound its flow, and that we have
these converient bottoms which at the early spring season
can serve as catch basins for river floods, draining out quick-
as the river falls, with no damage to the lands and little

ence to the people. Thare is always fascination in
as in a fire; but when it is so harmless as the Wil-
_ usually is, the people do not take much trotvble to

swollen waters nﬂng seavard. ‘

! Portland’s Recall
)" RTLAND'S famed “committee of 50” is no& launching
‘recall tions against Mayor Baker, City Commission-
m Riley and District Attorney Langley. The
_ with the exception of those against Mann who is
under indictment for some alleged offenses of minor char-
. acter, are childish. They merely represent the agitation of
" political irresponsibles bent on making trouble. It would be
. gsuxprising if the committee of 50 got all their own commit-
to sign the petitions. Certainly it would not be pos-
. sible for them to get enough signers to such silly petitions
. evemina like Portland which is subject to frequent
 spasms of political cramps. ) .
The journalistic hand-organ of the “committee of 50
. This Scripps publication has suffered
c?gne since its consolidatiom with the Telegram and
~ the of Gov. Meier into the affections of the Oregon-
ian. So it has to start a new claque to promote its circulation
and

id give it an excuse for continuing to exist, since only by
can it be credited with being any sort of a news-
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. So it becomes the mouth-piece for the “committee o
mmch is run by Harry Gross attorney and Rev. Bjorn
who are prominent among the political wild-
ortland. - )
true that complacency is one of the vices in our
and the indifference of voters. So it is good occa-
r probes and political overturns to occur. But
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" experience in ernment
of a botch of tﬁvbnslnm

§

Rafney defending the sales tax sgainst attack by Laber
'u.ul?dent Gro::. sald: “Unless we restore the solvency
government we will face a terrible situation . . . it will be-

government em <
e elght milllon unemployed and the tem million who '!uu
pay eut would say: “Wouldn't that be just terrible?
]  ——— — ———— —— —
Dowa in Medford they have discovered a new disease,—mottled

© | testh. Sometimes they have addled pates down that way, but mottied
. testh i3 something new.
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Women are in W
think

| »
Setis mhm n after more equal rights. They

tions: they always come back

city under the auspices of the
Woodburn Livestock association.

Stayton is to vote on bonding

is for the purpose of bufiding wat-
er works,

Dayton is to have a brick yard
and & boom is predicted for the
settlement. The people down that
way are trying to get a motor line
conneetion with Salem. =

March 25, 1922

Work has been begun om the
long-promised enlargement of the
King's Products plant im North
Salem, to twice its present factory
size and practically three times its
present capacity. The company
will spend $25,000.

John Davison, guard at the
state penitentiary who yesterday
shot and Instantly killed James
Ogle, life-termer at the prison,

Was yesterday exonerated by a
coremér's jury.

Miss Emma Shanfelt will be
May queen of Willamette univer-
sity this year as a resyit of a stu-
dent body election yesterday. Her
attendants will be Miss Lorlei
Blatehford and Miss Eva Roberts.

New Views

the town for $10,000 tomorrow. It
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- Tomorrew: “Te Sharpen Your Wits — Fast”

Feom Tesrs

ON TROGSANDS
OF AMERICAN
GIRLS , NEWCOMG
COLLEGE Docos
FIND THAT
SLEN .
FOINT N (927 —
WE THEN “Touwner
SLIGHTLY dﬁ%ﬁ .

-

Yesterday Statesman reporters
asked this guestion: *“What are
your views on Salem school teach-
ers’ salaries; knowing they are
among the lowest in the state
:ggald they be still further redae-
E. A. Brown, advertising man-
ager: “I dom’t see how this ecan
be done when Salem teachers are
now drawing as small salaries as
any teachers in the state.”

Glen T. Morris, Court BStreet
dairy store: “I don't know. All
other business employes have
been taking a cat, and I don't see
why teachers everywhere shbuld
not. However, it may make it
different if Salem teachers have
been below those in other cities
in the state."

8. B. Dodge, automobile sales-
man: “No, 1 personally am in fa-
vor of increasing salaries. I favor
ralsing the standards of workers
at all times, When you cut his
salary, you decrease his stand-
ards and efficiency. We want to
encourage the school teachers to
be more efficient. Therefore we
should remunerate them accord-
ingly.”

Norabelle Pratt, school teacher:
“I think it's a erime. I think theilr
salaries ought to be raised. School
teaching is too hard work for
those low salaries.”

Mrs. J. Bent, homemaker: “Re-
duce the salaries of Salem teacly
ers? Ridiculous. I can't ses how
we get such excellent teachers as
we have for the low salary now
belng pald.”

Mrs. L. C. Howl, homemaker:
““No, teachers' salaries certainly
should not be cut in Salem. How
they manage to get the education
it takes to be able to teach here
and then accept such low prevail-
ing salaries as they do is a ques-
tion as things are.”

Daily Thought

“The tree which moves some
to tears of joy is in the eyes of
others only a green thing which
stands in the way. Some see Na-
ture all ridicule and deformity,
and by these I shall not regulate
my proportions; and some scarce

Oregon's first white Jane: .-
L

(Continuing from yesterday:)
“However, according to long es-
tablished tradition, Jane was to
have the reward, if not exactly of
virture, at least of an adventur-
ous spirit. When the Isaae Todd
at last arrived at Canton. with
Jane as passenger, she immediate-
ly proceeded, so the story goes,
to captivate an English gentleman
of great wealth, connected with
the East India company,” who ‘of-
fered her a splendid establish-
ment." . . . . She ‘prudently aec-
cepted,” and, aeccording to Cox,
who wrota in 1832, ‘the last ac-
count I heard of her stated that
she was then enjoying all the lux-
uries of eastern magnlificence.” He
does not state just when this In-
formation arrived.”

T

But, found Mr. Porter, there
may have been a different sequel.
Quoting him in part: "Let the sad
story be told in a leiter from In-
glis, Ellice & Co., London, to Al-
exander McKenzie & Co., Mon-
treal, dated May 18%. 18186—two
years lacking four days since the
death of Donald McTavish and
Alexander Henry, Jr., and plain-
ly endorsed ‘regarding Jane
Barnes.” It reads: “Captain Rob-
son' having lately arrived from
China, it became nec Ty to
settle his accounts and in attempt-
ing to do this, we have met with
great difficulty from the circum-
stances of a very heavy charge
made by him for the expenses and
passage of a female home from
China, which forms a very large
feature of them. (It appears that
the full charge was 717 pounds
and. 12 shillings, but that there
was a credit of $2000 paid by
“Mr. Bethune” in China, leaving
the balance 117 pounds 12 shill-
ings,) To enable you to decide
this, with some information on
the equitable rights of all parties,
we enclose, by Capt. Robson's de-
sire. copies of letters this woman
has in her possession and an
agreement entered into by the
REPRESENTATIVE of the North
West company, who went out in
the Isaac Todd. He is now, we un-
derstant, in Montreal and will en-
able you, by such further infor-
mation as he can give you om the
subject to decide. as we are sure
you will, upon the just merits of

see Nature at all. But to the eyes

is, 50 he sees.”—William Blake.

fl Daily Health Talks
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BITS fo BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

the claim. The poor woman fur-
ther desires to know where and
to whom she is to apply for the
annuity promised her. We entreat
your early answer, and instrue-
tions on these points.'

“ % %

““The above letter presents some
very interesting problems, among
these beigg thée identity of ‘the
representative of the North West
company who went out on the Is-
aac Todd." Normally this would
seem to refer to nome other than
Donald McTavish, - but all that
was mortal of that gentlemag was
then reposing ‘in a handsome spot
behind the northeast bastion of
Fort George’ beneath ‘a small
monument tolerably well en-
graved,” while no theologiecal dog-
ma which I can locaté would jus-
tity the sssertion that his “im-
mortal part’ was in Montreal. . . .
It would be hard to say what mo-
tive Jane Barnes would have in
concealing the fact of his death
from the -London firm. The only
other individual who could be des-
cribed as a represeptative of the
North West company who went
out in the Ismac Todd was John
McDonald, of Garth, who started
on that vessel and later transfer-
red, first to the Phoebe and fin-
ally to the Raccoon, arriving at
the Columbia in consequence ear-
lier than those who continued on
the North West company’s vessel,
The scandalous possibility appears
that Johm MeDoansld may have
been the ‘Mac’ who wiled Jane
Barnes away from the Portsmouth
hotel, perhaps transferring her to
McTavish when he himself went
on board his Brittanic majesty’s
vessel, even as MecTavish later
turned her over to Henry. But
this is too purely an assumption
to be given more than a bare con-
sideration. The mention of an an-
nuity indicates something of our
adventurous barmaid's canniness
and shows that when Heary, in
recording the vistuous unwilling-
ness with which he finall- yield-
ed to McTavish's proposal to take
charge of the errant damsel, men-
tioned that she had ‘placed her af-
fections elsewhers,” he should
more correctly have spoken of her
‘Interests.” . ...

T %%
“The above extract of a letter
proves , , .. that even though the

wages of sin may not necessarily
be death, they are also rarely or
never a palace and an East Indian
nabob. Whether in this case the
wages of sin amounted to an an-
nuity seems guestionable. Person-
ally, however, I feel doubtful if
oven such a shrewd hussy as Jane
Barnes would be & mateh, in mon-
ey matters, for those irom BScots
who made up the North West
company. In all eveats she enjoy-
ed a most magnificent ride.
- %%

“However, there is little need
to feel too downecast over this un-
romantie conclusion to the histor-

quished both the grizzied old gov-
ernor “m the ardent yo:‘u Chin-
“‘. .- ” mh‘ -
perience which no .td
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it. It's all fun, see?” s
Mary protested, tried, now that
it was too late, to leave the room,
but Maxie would not allow the door
to be unlocked. He took her by the
arm and led her to another room
which proved to be a kitchen. She

the futility of struggling

gambling nature per-
mitted him to take this minor risk.
It grew increasingly clear in Mary’s
mind that, from now on, Lander's
would be bluffing, no matter what he
said. A steady tide of new encour-
agement began to run through her.

From the other room she heard
the two men talking, but their voices
were indistinet. She sat down and

.benblntotalkthil“ytohim.

" | seemed to crack m little; ever so

i |

h
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cult for both of us,” he said. “Too
bad you were not smart enough to
be sensible.,”

She waa able to be calm and con-
fident. “Doesn't it strike you, Mr.
Landers, that it's a bit ridiculous
the way you try to frighten me all
the time? You try so hard to be
dangerous—but I’m sure you'd quit
it if you knew how silly it is.”

It was a positive relief, as though
some pressure had been loosened, to

Mary was conscious of a lifting sen-
sation in her breast. His outer shell

slightly, his eyes wavered.

“Let’s talk this over,” he said. “I
think I can convinee you——"

Her head raised a little and the
soft lips curved with a finé scorn.
Triumphant youth within her was
ascending.

“QOh, don’t let’s st;r’tsgp that ol:
argument again! H ¥, I'm sic
of hearing it, Mr. Landers. And
you have no idea how tired I am of
secing you look stern, like Bill Hart.
You're wasting your time and mak-
ing a fool of yourself, besides.”

Color crept into his cheeks,
“Yes!" he asked, with somewhat
labored nonchalance.

“] shouldn’t think it would be
much fun,” she said, with deliberate
cruelty, “for a man of your age to
try to force himself on a girl young
enough to be his daughter—or may-

i
i
i
:
z

“You had better go!” she warned,

her voice sounding strange above
the beating of her heart. “I'm go-
ing to get Steve out of this place, no
matter what happens.”

Landers took a step toward her.
“Nobody ever shot me yet.”
He reached to take the gun from

Mary's hand, and at that instant she
pressed the trigger.

The roar filled the room, and a

bit of cloth sprang from the shoul-
der of Landers’ coat. He took two
steps backward, and stared at her.
There was-smoke between them.
Mary suddenly was unnerved; tears
ran down her cheeks. She was still
pointing the weapon at his breast.

“I'lI—I'll—" But no other words

could come from her tightsned

Still staring at her, Buck Landers

hall fled. And now Landers himself
was breaking. Mary had never seen
his face so white. '

Swiftly, without dignity, he

sprang out of the room—slammed
the door shut. The kéy had been
left in the lock when Maxie had
admitted

Landers. Mary turned it
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Porter, having made a painstak-
ing search of and for the original
records, would have found it.

THUGS ATTACK MK
IT ALBIY DANGE

JEFFERSON, March 33 — Mr./
and Mrs. James Blackwell of Jel-
ferson attended a dance at the
Moose hall in Albany BSaturday
night. While James was standing
in the doorway of the smoker,
some one stepped wp behind him
and hit him on the head.

He was taken outside by three
men, who began to beat him,
when a friend of Blackwells step-
ped inside the hall and told Mrs.
Blackwell that someone was beat-
ing her husband. She with some
of her friends rushed outside
where he was, when the three men
fled. Besides recelving bruises on
his face, he sustained a compound
fracture of the lower jaw.

Mrs. R. C. Thomas left for Inde-
pendence Tueaday for a few days
visit with her cousia, Miss Myra
Montgomery. While there, she
will also attend a meeting of the
County library board Wednesday.
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P- T A. MAKES $16
ON ENTERTAINMENT

FALLS CITY, March 23—One
of the most emjoyable entertain-
ments of the year was presented
to a large audience in Victory
Hall Monday night by the Par-
ent Teachers association. Receipts
totaled §$16.85. The program was
as follows:

Seleetions by orchestra; voeal
duet Harry Otte and Wilbur How-
ell; reading, Mrs. Gladys Zuver;
violin duet. Mildred Frink and
Lurena Treat; play *“Between

Trains"”; reading, Katherine Wag-
mner; comie feature, Mr. Rhuland;
selections; orchestra; male quar-
tet, Mr. Reuber, Mr. Barnhart,
Mr. Kaufman, Mr. Morgan; read-
ing, Miss Irma Locke; play “Beau-
ty BSecrets”; dance, Katherine
Wagner; mixed quartet, Mrs.
Knapp, Miss Treat, Mr. Smith and
Mr. Refber.

The word list for the county
grade spelling contest has been
recelved and students ia the up-
per grades haveé started working
on it preparatory to emtering the
contest in May. This contest i= be-
tween the schools of Polk county
and is held in Dallas each year.
Each school may send two contest-
ants. Several prizes are awarded
to the winner, the first being a
$16.50 dictionary.
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[;on’t Ailow Surpl- us
Moneytogo
'UNEMPLOYED

Surplus money can find employ-
ment even more
than in the past.
low will bring you
mendations on select

rofitably.fiow
coupon be-
our recom-
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