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New Valuations on Utilities

REVAILING low prices in construction costs give rise

to questioning how long utilities of all kinds can main-

tain the “reproduction cost” theory as a basis for rate fixing.

For decades the utilities have advocated the view that rates

must be based not on what their plants originally cost but

on the actual outlays which could be involved in replacing
them.

As long as construction costs were steadily rising the ad-
vantage was all with the utilities who established as far back
as the Smyth vs. Ames case in 1897 in the United States su-
preme court, that a company could fix its rates on reproduc-
tion values. Now that construction costs are from 20 to 30
per cent under prices of three years ago, every base is sub-
jeet to attack on reproduction cost reasoning. Thus far the
possibilities for such attack have escaped the thrusts of the

vas Of O Salom

Town Tallks from The States-
man of ﬂ- Dage
March 11, 1007,

Manual treining in all its

branches is soon to be introduced

in the schools here. A meeting

was held last night and it wag de-

¢ided to turn the matter over te

the Balem Woman's club for in-
vestigation,

The telephone I; fs on in
earnest between the Bell and
Home companies, Yesterday the

on 50-foot poles through the cen-
ter of Salem and the solicitors of
the company are working through-
out the eity,

pnight were afforded the oppor-
tunity to see the “Aurora Bore-
alis” or “Northern Lights.” The
geky toward the north was exceed-
ingly brilliant at times.

March 11, 1922

The federal civil service com-
misslon at Washington, D. C., an-
nounced Yyesterday the eligible
list for Salem postoffice head
rating as follows: August Huck-
stein, 86 per cent; John H. Far-
rar, 83 per cent; A. A, Lee, 98
per cent, Seven others were not
in the rating,

Salem high schoo] debaters last
night cinched the district cham-
plonship when they defeated Mil-
waukie high school. The debaters
ware Kenneth Perry and Ralph
Emmons.

BOMBAY—India’s non-Coopera-
tionist jeader, Mohandug K.
Gandhi, has been arrested at Ah-
medabad, 310 miles north of Bom-
bay. He is charged with sedition.

group which has been most active In utility baiting. Free-
power and public ownership continue to be their slogans and |
no-doubt the utilities are pleased that the great weakness |
in their armour is thus overlooked.

1If existing low costs continue, however, utilities cannot
expect to continue protection thus keeping up rates and
earnings on valuations made in boom days. There will be
demands for a new base and if the courts are consistent, the
reproduction cost theory will have to be followed. Then,
what is sauce for the goose being sauce for the gander, the
public will benefit by the new downward valuations which
would be placed on plants. The ultimate sufferer would be
the holders of equity securities, values on which often come
through the inflated valuations placed on utilities when
mergers were effected.

Spring Opening
SK a score of people their favorite season and the major-
ity will designate spring. Newness, freshness, sunshine,
growth, all are associated with this period of the year.

Spring comes in 1932 as an especially welcome guest.
The winter of 1931-32, while climatically mild was econom-
ically stringent, but now it is well nigh past with its worries
and its rigors. As trees begin to leaf, when daffodils flow-
er, when trilliums are plentiful and wood violets are in bloom,
hope comes anew for nature's sure new birth reflects better
times for man.

Each year, very wisely, Salem’s merchants celebrate the
advent of the new season with a springtime opening. The
choicest, most alluring new creations are displayed. Home
furnishings to repel the duller trapsings of winter are ex-
hibited. In the air as one goes about the downtown stores,
is the cheery optimism which new styles, new fabrics, new
creations always bring. ) )

The Ad club tonight sponsors the most varied spring
opening yet held in this city. In addition to the window dis-
plays in which the majority of merchants will cooperate
are a general program, several gift enterprises, a faslno_n
revue in which 50 models participate and several public
dances. The occasion properly should attract the majority of
citizens living in Salem and in its extended trade territory.

San Francisco Sidelights
ALIFORNIA has a prevailing custom of minimizing hard-
ships and emphasizing good-fortune but the state to the
south has had its share of deflation and distress. San Fran-
cisco’s empty store buildings greatly outnumber those of
Portland, both because there are more businesses and also
because the specialty store shop, appealing to a luxury trade
in which San Francisco abounds, always is most affected in
times of depression.

Prevailing sentiment in financial circles there is that
the worst period of deflation is over, in fact that recovery
has slowly set in with prices assuredly at rock bottom fig-
ures. A month ago when the Walker-Gianinni fight was hot,
rumors against the Bank of America were constant but with
Gianinni in control, the reconstruction finance corporation at
work, these scares have died down and the publie is pacified.
Because of the wide-spread chain banking system there pre-
vailing, California has had singularly few banking f_silures.
the stronger areas bolstering up the needs of banks in weak
districts.

Outwardly San Francisco is blithe and cheerful. A warm
March sun should produce good-feeling in any situation and
San Francisco is noted for her semi-balmy winter days. Flow-
ers abound at prices one-third of those in Portland; beauti-
ful roses at 50 cents a dozen; gardenias, three for a quarter.

Along Chinatown business is dull and war-time crowds
hang around all-day long in front of the Chinese printed
newspaper. Merchants are taking from their capital to send

' funds to the home-lands and the strained relationship extends

towards the Japanese merchants who are almost as numer-
ous in Chinatown as the Chinese themselves.

The legitimate theatres are on slow bell. Both Duffy
houses are closed. A New York road show brought a half-
filled house during the week and crowds on Satprday and
Sunday but usually chorus girls and New York jokes pack
in the theatregoers in the bay district. “Grand Hotel”, ad-
vertised as the best production of a decade and certainly one
of the best of the year, brougkt out only two-thirds of a house
on its second night. The p itself is unusual and most en-
tertaining. Eighteen sepa sets make it suitable only for
professionals in stage setting but by these, the changes were
accomplished in minute-a-set order. ! )

San Francisco as a city has a persistent charm which
never evades a visitor. It is stretched along most mag-
nificient harbor in North America, perhaps in the world.
is the nexus of the commerce and the finance of the
The greatest banks, the insurance company headquar-
largest wholesalers and jobbers center here. Around
proper have grown suburbs of rare attractiveness.
your-finger on

ept,
has so far recovered that its disaster of the early cemtury
becomes only a tale to be told and no present trouble.

The old-time delegations left their work to urge Cincinnatus to
h‘"ﬂ“ s ..“‘a resume his leadership. Nowadays the farmer
ing nt-h ‘:,. goos on delegation tours; it’s more fun than plow-

for free power has become largely a fight
Carey & Harlan, as usual, in the limelight.

It seems the
Sor personal power with
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New Views

Statesman's question yesterday
was: “Do You feel teachers’ sal-
aries should be cut to eorrespond
to reductions being effected In
business?"

William McGilchrist, busineas
man: “I'm not conversant with
it, but I know this—I've under-
stood Salem teachers are paid
less than any place else in the
state.”

Mrs, G. S. Higgins, house-
wife, route three: "That depends
on the teacher and the commun-
ity. Personally, I don't believe in
cutting teachers’ salarles. It
geems some of the farmersz are
not paying their taxes. I think
they are planning on cutting our
teaehers’ salaries here."”

Rev. H. R, Scheuerman, Evan-
gelical pastor: "It is § question
in my mind whether teachers in
this state should have their sal-
aries reduced. In some states I
think they might under the pres-
enl siress, It depends upon condli-
tions. For instance, some teach-
ers might not be teaching, but
merely drawing a salary. Other
teachers will actually teach, re-
gardless of the salary they get.”

Ed Stadter, Ladd and Bash
bank: *“There has been too much
sald about that question as it is.
I would not care to add anything
to it.”

Mrs. James Smith, home-mak-
er: “I think the teachers have
always been receiving ‘depression
salaries’ and therefore there cer-
tainly should be ne cut now
that the times have gone back to
their wage scale.”

SCOUTS PLANT TREE

KEIZER, March 10 — Mem-
bers of Girl Scout Troop No. 3
here planted a fir tree Wednes-
nesday fternoon in honor of the
George Washington blicentennlal
After the ceremony they adjourn-
ed to the Roy Melson place where
a bo and wiener roast was
enjoyed by the 16 members. Mrs.
Albert Minfurn is captain and
Bernice Zieker, lieutenant of the
troop. "

latter begun stringing thelr wires |

|  Peaple who happened to be out |
between 10 and 11 o'clock last
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Tomorrow: “The Eyes Have It”

William A. Blacum:
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That is a name not honored as
much as it deserves to be by the
people of the Oregon country, No
country has been named for him;
no river or mountain; not even &
city or town, or, as far as the
writer knows, any sireet,

% % %

He was a purser of the United
States navy. No. 12, 1835, he
received from Johm Forsyth, see-
rotary of state, under date of
Washington, Nov, 11, 1835, a let-
ter reading in part:

% %%

“Having understood
are about to visit the Pacifle
ocean, the president (Andrew
Jackson) has determined to avall
himself of the opportunity thus
afforded to obtain some specifie
and authentic information in ree
gard to the inhabitants of the
country in the neighborhood of
the Oregon or Columbia river. In
the belief that you will willingly
lend your services in the prosecu-
tlon of that object, I now give
you, by the president's direction,
such general fmstructions as may
be necessary for your guidance in
the execution of the proposed
commission.

= %

“Upon your arrival on the north-
wast coast of America, you will
embrace the earliest opportunity
to proceed to and up the river
Oregon, by such conveyances as
may be thought to offer the great-
est facilities for attaining the ends
in view. You wlill from time to
time, as they occur in your pro-
gress, stop at the different settle-
ments of whites on the coast of
the United Btates, and on Lhe
banks of the river, and also at
the various Indian villages on the
banks, or in the immediate neigh-
borhood of that river; ascertain,
as nearly as possible, the popula-
tion of each; the reiative number
of whites (distinguishing the
nations to which they belong) and
aboriginees; the jurisdiction the
whites acknowledge; the senti-
ments entertained By all in re-
spect to the United States, and to
the two European powers having
possessions in that region (mean-
ing perhaps Russia and Spain, for
at that time Great Britain had
only joint occupancy with the
United States); and, generally,
endeavor to obtain all such in-

that Yom

formation, political, physical, sta-
tistical, and geographical, as may

' Daily Health Talks

By ROYAL S. COPELAND, M. D.

ney disease is an ailment con-
fined to the aged and to per-
sons in middle life; yet children
and even babies may suffer from

IN‘m- mind of the layman, kid-

During any of the contagious dis-
eases the bowels must be kept active
by drinking sufficient water. The
skin must be carefully protected
from chilling, and light woolen or
silk and wool underwear i3 advis-
‘The diet, particularly during

3 able.
Bright's disease. and after scarlet fever, shoould be
1 Many times Mwﬁd :;:.imutm. consisting
m
t.he kidney be- If the kidney Jliseass becomes
comes involved chronic, there may be ne symptom
during the diseernable to the parents excepting
course of one the anemia and loss of strength; but
of the infec: on examination of the urine, the
tious diseases, :anu of the failure in health is
';:5:‘:17 l"':iﬂet The treatment m-h‘u largely of
a strict reguiation of diet and avoid-
At A lltnl.:yhth phm‘r? mpm-m
e
en pox and sible, outdoor life in a warm, dry
even A& severe climate ks advisable.
may The entrance of germs into the
be nmm kidney Is not uncommon in children
i The poison frequent causs of the disease is In.
original disease fection through the ceolon bacillus
the invelvement which is an inhabitant ef the intes
Scarlet fever tines. mtnmmhm
ble to be or mit the germ o enter the b
by kidney trou This may hap-{and find their way upward to the
mﬂunﬂnu mild attacks of | kidney. n:v:vmhhh
ing begins. mm.u-’.‘:-'un ally in the case of diarrhoes.
rises and the urine becomes scanty| A baby baving a fever withoul
and of high coler. There may alse |apparent causs nseds the care of the
be puffiness sbout the face or, In|doctor. The mother should ses him.
severs cases, gwelling of the ankles, | He will make an analysis of the ur
3mummw lm#:nlmu-"
rmm:“.?m -.Mumwm;m.
s not pald to buillding up the gea- mmmc'mm
eral health . ars necessary in all cases,
[ Answers to Health |
W.M. Q—T bave had colitis fory MISS R H M. Q—What s In
& year. What dist er freatment | the bloed which makes some persons
would you advise? more to insect bites than
A ~For ﬂm-ﬂd out of such bitea?
self-addressed, stamped envelope —
repeat your gquestion. A.~The exact reason is uncertain,
m:ﬁmmthﬂt—h .:lmh-ﬁrmt:
A.~May be dus to constipation er | itching.
anemia, . Cogoright. 1992 King Festurey Syadleats, Ide

BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

prove useful or interesting to this
government, For this purpose it
is recommended that you should
whilst employed in this service,
keep a journal, im which te note
down whatever may sirlke you as
worthy of observation, and by the
ald of which you will be enabled,
when the journey Is completed, to
make a full and accurate report
to this department of all the im-
formation you may have collected
in regard to the country and its
inhabitants,

“Your necessary and reasonable
traveling expensea will be pald
from the beginning om your jour-
ney from the coast of the Paecific
to the Columbia river, and till
Four return to this city, Vouchers,
in all cases where it may be prac-
ticable to get them, will be re-
quired in the settlement of your
account at the treasury depart-

ment."”
= % %
Note that this order came
through the state department

from President Jackson, and not
from the secretary of the navy,
under whose directions Slacum
performed his regular duties. It
Was a commnission entirely outside
of his regular work. Slacum evi-
dently proceeded to the Pacific on
his ordinary duties as purser of
the navy.
T % %

He commended on this special
mission June 1, 1836. On that
date he left Guaymas, state of
Sonora, Mexico. He proceeded to
Petlc, three days’ travel, and
purchased mules, provisions, ete.,
with the idea of proceeding over-
land to the Columbia, but being
advised that this would be Iim-
possible for that season, he re-
turned to Guaymas in the hope of
being able to secure a vessel, That
town is a seaport on the Mexican
mainland, near the head of the
gulf of Mexico, He chartered a
small boat of 12 tons burden .that
had been the longboat of the ship
James Monroe, and July 7, 1836,
set sail for the Columbia river. He
was out 19 days In the frail craft,
almost lost his life, and, after
covering 400 miles, put into Ma-
zatlan in distress, abandoning the
boat, Hearing that a vessel was
lying at La Paz, near the south-
ern extremity of Lower California,
on the guif of California, prepar-
ing to sail for the Sandwich Is-
lands, Slacum proceeded hither;
sailed from La Paz, Oct, 10, and
was in the Sandwich Islands Nov.
5, 1836,

%%

There he chartered the Amer}-
can brig Lariot, sailed for the
Columbia Nov, 24, and was in the
Columbia river December 232,
1936. He proceeded at once with
his Investigations. In the mean
time the officlals of the Hudson's
Bay company took mote of the
Lariot, which had arrived with-
out a cargo, therefore must be on
some secret mission. James Doug-
lag, second in command., under
Dr. MecLoughlin, took him in a
canoe With nine French Canadian
rowers, from Astoria to Fort Van-
couver, making the jeurney in 24
hours, arriving Jan. 2, 1937.
There Dr, McLougblin and the
post officials gave him every
kind of polite attention. If Sia-
cum were a spy for the American
government, they would make the
most of it; would attempt to ren-
der his report a favorable ons to
the great British monopoly,

" % %

There is disagreement-onm the .
exact reason that led President
Jackson to give his commission to
Slacum. Bancroft thought the
published report of Hall J. Kel-
ley after his visit to the Oregon
country in 1834 was a moving
cause. Marshall suggested that
Captain Bonnevills’s report
brought it about. Dr, J R. WiI-
son believed President Jackson
was moved by the joint idea of
acquisition of territory in the
southwest, strelching from Texas
to the bay of San Francisco. Dr.
Wilson sald President Jackson's
interest in this direction had been
aroused by letters from Slacum,
whose private interests or public
duties had made him famillar
with conditions on this coast, He
remarked ia his report that he
had before met Duncan Finlayson
of the Hudson's Bay company In
the Sandwich Islands, who WwWaa
upon his arrival at Fort Vancou-
ver, and sent him an invitation
(while he was at Astoria), to
visit the establishment at Fort
Vancouver.

% %

Slacum remained at ¥ort Van-
couver and in the Willamette val-
ley less than three weeks. His

" By ROBERT
SHANN
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of kindness in him, too.

“I'll soften his heart,” she re-
peatad silemtly. “No man is all
bad . . . there must be a good side
to him. He's frightfully angry and
jealous now, but I'll show him that

g
it
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“Am I worth it, Steve?” she asked
him, sager to hear his avowal aguin.
His face was harassed and wor-
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He looked at her over his shoulder,
a bit of a frown on his forehead
“I'm not s0 keen on the bedroom
rendezvous business. If I didn't care
so darned much about you, Mary, it
wouldn’t matter, but you deserve a
better break than anything I'm able
to give you right now. Maybe you
don’t know it, but I'm darned com-
ventional. Suppose people in the
house find out we visit each other ia
our rooms—what would
of you! You're the girl I'm
to marry one of these days,

§

and sparkle through her being.
Sweeter than all kisses, dearer thaa
any thrill, was this realization that

:
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officlal reports indicate that he
must have worked early and Iate,
he accomplished so mueh in that
short period. After his reports

were published and sent broad-
cast as congressional documents,
the Oregon Question was a live
and often hot one in the United
States,
L 5 5
Jason Lee weat from his mis-
sion to Champoeg to meet Slacum
on Jan. 13, They visited all the
settlers in that nelghborhood, and
the next day were at the mission
and visiting the "upper settle-
ment.” January 17, four days
after Lee met Slacum, 11 men of
the cattle company left in a canoe
for the Leoriot, near Wapatd
(Sauvies) island. They were on
board the Loriot Jan. 21, and the
following morning Lee blessed
the enterprise with prayer; and
the Lorlot was over the Colam-
bia bar and out to sea Feb. 10,
and nine days later Ilanded at
Bodega, the Russian fort and
trading post—the members of the
cattle company ready to begin col-
lecting the cattle to be driven to
the Willamette valley; the first
long step towards ending the
great British monopoly in the be-
ginning days of
ment,
(Continued tomorrow)

Playlet is Feature
For Farmers’ Union

_——

# RIVERVIEW, March 10—The
Farmers union held Its usual
meeting Baturday night, The fol-
lowing numbers were presented:

regdings
vin Holt. A shert play “All is Not
Gold that Qlitters,” followed by a

Coultard and Alfred Yunker,
Mr. and Mrs. Gilkey speant the

A. B.

Oregon settle- |.

by Bmith Holt and Mel- _
musical number by Kenneth |

end at the home of Mrs, Gil- ||
MeCul-1!

daughter and famil
Anna and Jack of California visit-

.|ed at the Leonard and Allen G-

key homes last week returning
to California Sunday,
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United States
. National Bank
Selem.Oregon
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