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Will Seattle Fiddle?

EROR NERO bears the reputation of having fiddled

while Rome burned. In fact some have imputed to him

the crime of arson claiming he ordered the burning of the

city. The fiddling story and the tales of his cruelty to the

early Christians have accompanied his name all through
the centuries. '

Now the city of Seattle, in some of its departments at
any rate, is either burning up or freezing up. Its street car
system, municipally owned, is about to cease operations be-
cause there is no moneyv to pay the employes. The light

department is unable to get bids for bonds to finance its
expansion. The city hall continues to be grippged by politics.
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Babylon.''—Daniel I1I:13.

Change king fo president; wise
men to economic experts; and
Babylon to New York and the
time from 600 B. C. to 1528-1932
A. D. and the text would work
just as well as it 41d back In Dan-
fel's time.

The king referred to was Ne-
buchadnezzar, ruler of Babylon.
He had had a dream which dis-
turbed him a great deal. So he
called in the wise men, the magi-

elans, porcerers, enchanters and
asked them to finterpret his
dream,

Thereupon they replied: "0

King, live forever. First tell us
what your dream was.”

But Nebuchadnezzar was a wise
old king. He accused them of
stalling for time hecause he had
threatened to have them hewn
limb from lmb if they gave him
the wrong interpretation. (That
was before the days of Bahson's
charts). The king sald:

"“You have conspired together to speak
falsa and deceitful words to me hoping
that a change may coma."’

Nebuchadnezzar must have had
experience with their soothsaying
before. (Perhaps he had subserib-
od to Moody's or Brookmire's and
gotten caught in the price slump
on the Babylon bourse). He knew
that these prophets and interpre-
ters always wrote their prophecies
and interpretations in two-faced
language. They used enough *‘sav-
ing clauses” and conditional
phrases to =ave thelr heads {f
their guesses were wrong. And
now he refused to tell them his
dream which he demanded that
they should interpret. When they
gaid that wag beyond the power
even of a magiclan (unless he had
a drag with the gods), Nebuchad-
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Tuesday: “Running Away From its own Noise”

Generous With Ecstatics? Well
How do You Like to Hear Them?

By D. H. Talmadge, Sage of Salem
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CHAPTER XLV

They were motionless now, those
two grotesque, hulking bodies, be-
neath the glare of the lights. Their
clothing hung in tattered shred..
Their breathing came in agonized
sobs, and already one of Jito's eyes
had closed. Ted's own face was hag-
gard, his jaw had dropped, and the
blue veins on his forehead stood out
like cords beneath his wet hair. Yet
in this last supreme effort his aching
muscles knotted as he forced Jito's
captive hand still higher, still nearer
Once more a

““The Gay Bandit t‘ffev‘Bordey" By TOM
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And still, head down, eyes closed, sweat pouring over bloody skin, they

ed on.

-
tors a form moved. One of Jito's
vaqueros whipped a knife from his
belt and stepped forward, but the
click of a cocked automatic sounded

“A sedorita asks 0 come .up™
There was a2 quaver of excitement im
his voice. "It is the Sefiorita Mo-
rales.” For a moment the little man

the breaking point.
low groan was wrung from the Mex-
ican’s lips as Tedforced his arm up-
ward inch by inch in that killing
hold. Jito's shoulder was on fire
Flinging his head back, he tried to
batter the man’s face with his great
skull, and once his head crashed on
the point of Ted's chin with a sharp
crack. For an instant the American’s
hold weakened, then, with a last ef-
fort, strengthened, and again the
merciless hammerlock tightened. Al-
ready the Mexican's great sinews
were cracking with the agony and
strain of it. His neck had swollen.
The great head lolled from side to
side in a very ecstasy of pain, but
still the dark giant fought on. One
gripping hand had caught Ted by
the shoulder, and in a last frantic
effort tore the skin with clenched
nails. No sound. It might have been
a place of death except for the sob-
bing breath of those two forms, hor-
rible now to look at, savage, beyond
all thought and all sensation except
for the blood lust that rioted in both
their brains. They were no longer
men. They were two primeval forces
of the world, symbols of clashing
destinies. They were hate incarnate.

And still, head down, eyes closed,
sweat pouring over bloody skin, they

unmistakably loud in the silent room.
He looked up to see the gray eyes
of Don Bob watching warily. Bob
said no word, but the heavy Colt had
shifted ever so little toward the Mex-
ican who held the knife. Quickly the
man dropped back into the crowd.

Then, suddenly, it was ended.

Once again the great fist of Jito
raised impotently into the air, but
the jerking, mighty fingers clutched
nothingness, and now his knees bent
and his head fell limply forward. It
was over. The giant of the border
was down. One last moan of agony
rose from those tortured lips, and his
eyes closed. As he slid to the floor,
Ted threw his arms about him, raised
him and carried that great, uncon-
scious form across the room. On the
bar he laid his fallen adversary and
stood for a long moment watching
him while his own heart pounded
wildly in his breast. For a moment
the room swayed. His chest rose and
fell, gasping for air., Then he raised
his head toward Bob and tried to
smile

The older man had turned toward
the watchful little knot of vaqueros.
“This man,” Bob said to them in
Spanish, “gives you back your chief.
If he had chosen he might have

was silent. “It must be about that
fight of those two mad giants. Qué
va? All the border will know of this
by might. And then what will those
swaggering vaqueros of Paco Mo-
rales say?”

The long lashes of the girl lifted
She smiled and dropped the cigaretts
into a bowl before her. “Ask Sefior-
ita Morales to come up.”

And she was still smiling when
the door opened and Adela Morales
stood in the doorway.

Their eyes held each other with a i~
long, questioning look. To the older
woman Adela seemed enviably young
and splendidly alive as she stood
there hesitant i the doorway. A
shaft of light from the window
touched the coppery hair curling be-
neath the broad-brimmed Panama.
The flush of desert winds was ia
her cheeks. She entered and softly
closed the door.

“You know who | am,” she said

Ann Reed nodded. “And I know,
too, why you came. Please sit down.”

As Adela pulled off her driving
gloves the singer saw her lips quiver,
and knew that tears were not far
from bher eyes. A sudden wave of
sympathy for the girl caught her.
She broke the silence. “You were

Meantime a city eléction is coming on. .And the man
who is attracting the most attention in the mayoralty fight
is an orchestra leader, Vie Meyers. With all the eclat of a
professional politician Meyers has stolen the show in the
primary campaign. He has wisecracked his way into prom-
inence with such catch-phrases as:

“I think maybe a small saloon in Seattle would pay”.

“A hostess on every street car”.

“A piccolo player for chief of police”.

Thus are the weighty problems of maunicipal govern-
ment solved. Nero fiddled while Rome burned. Vic Meyers
would blow the saxophone while Seattle froze up.. The pub-
lic, 30 intent on seeing a free show, will vote for Meyers in
large numbers, thinking to forget their communal ills by
pink pills of jazz music. Thousands will vote for Meyers to
avoid grappling with their problems. He may not win, but
from this distance would appear to have quite as good
chance as the others.

An orchestra leader might promote “harmony”, but
Meyers offers nothing but entertainment. He will provide
the -circuses and let someone else look after furnishing
bread. But the jazz will pall after a time. The colors will
fade. Confetti is just dirty paper in strings on.-the morn-
ing after. Our guess is that Seattle, if it-elects Meyers who
is admittedly the best showman, will wake up with a head-
ache before very long. That is not unusual for Seattle it
is true, and will merely give it occasion for another recall.

It is possible, I have found, to
learn almost anything by asking.
Trouble is it isn't always true.

nezzar got mad ahq was ‘going to
glaughter them In' droves when
Daniel came in and volunteered to
tell the king what he wanted to
know. Daniel made good and so
became the fair-haired youth in
the royal court.

This country has been a bit eyn-
fcal about wise men and experts
ever since the balloon burst in
1929. A collection of the sage say-
ings of many of the leaders of pol-
itics and finance in those days of
the ““new era’’ has been published
under the title of “Oh Yeah?”
With what disillhsloned eyes we
now read these gilded promises
and assyrances. And like Nehbuch-
adnezzar how furious do we be-
comse, Fain would "'we hew men
“Timbp from I'mb" not hecause of
their adroit duplicity but because
of their hland confidence that all
was well in A, D, 1928, 1929,

In the face of such royal fury,
based on royal experience, Daniel
must have had a lot of merve to
relate the dream and Interpret it
Prophets today show mno such
boldness. They have quit setting
dates and prophesying the fu-
ture. Probably Mr. Hoover feels
like this old king, and wishes he
could hit upon some brilllant

Some individuals are extreme-
ly trying—simply will not give
their affectionate associates amn
excuse for getting mad at them.

There is not much sense in de-
voting two or three hours of pre-
cious time to the accomplishment
of a twenty-minute errand. How-
ever, we do it. Human nature in
one of {ts phases. There is no
pleasure in drifting around so-
cially, pleasantly wasting time, ex-
cept when we should be doing
something else.

Chiz Chuzzle was rated as a re-
spectable citizen, and he departed
from Napville for a strange rea-
son, “Can't stand it any longer,”
he said; *too deadly dull, too hor-
ribly law-abiding."” But there were
no automobiles in those days and
the national prohibition law was
yet to come,

D. H. TALMADGE

Such a lifa! Mel Mippin, re-
duced almost to the bread-line,
received an unexpected remittance
from an old debtor. For a few

reckon this depression thing has
destroyed our sense of humor?

&

Revolt of the Service Men

THE action of the service men in Salem last week in hold-
' ing a mass meeting independent of any organization to
petition for immediate payment of soldiers’ compensation
shows the strain that leaders of organizations are under,
Unless the leaders fall in line, they may be unhorsed and
others more radical in their demands will take their places.

It is recalled that at the Detroif convention of the
American Legion that body at the personal request of Pres.
Hoover, desisted from making further demands for pay-
ments at the present time, in view of the condition of the
treasury. The action of the national body was acquiesced

in for the most part, but more recently there have been
gigns of revolt from this decision. The Portland post adopt-

ed a resolution calling for immediate payment. Now the

young Danlel to give him the cor-
rect hunch on what's around the
corner.

But wa could take another
study of the literature of 1927-
1929 and compile g very different
set of quotations. We could gquote
Paul Warburg, who has just died,
who predicted disaster in Wall
street. We could gquote the *“old
Polonius' of the financial distriet,
the Commercial and Financial
Chronicle, whose editorials were
laborious jeremiads against the
speculative debaueh. So after all,
our trouble has not been with the
experts altogether, but with our-
selves, We read and followed the
advice that sounded good to us.
That situation prevails all the
time. Counsels are nearly always

days, consldering himself to have
had 8 narrow escapa from starva-
tion, he ate heartily—so heartily

that he became {11, and the bal-

ance of the remittancée was Jjust
sufficient to pay his hospital bill

Come to think of it, I haven't
seen & ““Write it 1932" pleasantry
this ygar. Great heavens! do you

other set. From the days of Ne-
buchadnezzar to thosae of Mr.
Hoover the lesson of history is
to analyze the advice which is of-
fered, whether it comes from sor-
cerers, from politiclans, from “ex-
perts.” ®* A man dare not be just &
leaner on others for opinions. He
must use his own brald if only to
sort out what is correct in the

Suppose Charles Lamb had not
chozen * “Elia” as his Iliterary
pseudonym. The world would
have rolled along pretty much the
same as ever, but the makers of
crossroad puzzles a hundred years
later would have been consider-
ably Inconvenienced. We simply
cannot guess the consequences of
even our most trivial actions,

The uncertainty of life—good-
ness knows that is certain enough.
And it gives life a flavor, not in-

variably unpleasant, say what you
will.

And there are so many things,
usually small things, that are dif-
ficult to understand, aren’t there?

struggled on.

“Mother of God,” one murmured
hoarsely from the crowd, “never be-

fore have men fought as these men
I fight. They are wolves, these two,
mad wolves. Look, in God's namel
Now the Americano strangles him!”

For, still holding Jito's wrist in his
left hand, Ted had wound his right
arm closer about the Mexican's neck
and little by little was tightening his
hold. Jito's eyes bulged. Once a
stified gurgle rose from his torn lips.
Shifting his weight to his left foot he
whipped suddenly about with all the
force of his right leg, in a frantic
attempt to maim Ted, but he was too

arm rose high in the air, his fingers
opened and clutched horribly he

close. Like a dying man his free

killed him. We go now, but let none
of you move until we are away.”

Once more Ted looked at the
crumpled hulk lying so strangely
quiet across the bar. All hatred, all
bitterness had gone out of him—he
felt only a great weariness, a desire
for sleep. Don Bob threw his coat
over Radcliffe’s shoulders and led
him out into the night

Next morning Ann Reed sat m
her room smoking a late after-
breakfast cigarett.. Downstairs Mea-
doza's was still afire with the tale of
last night's encounter Through the
desert ranches and toward the foot-
hills men were spreading the tale as
they rode out in the early dawn
Twice already Mendoza had thrust
his dark face into the singer's room
to repeat to her some word of that

taken in last night by what you saw

here, weren't you? Just for a mo-
ment?

Adela nodded, her cyes still bright
with tears.

“Your uncle is stupid. But all mea
are stupid, so why complain?™ The
singer lighted a cigarette. “And yet
that was a dangerously cruel thing
to do. You know, I had to hold back
that big giant of yours, or he might
have made Paco Morales very sorry
for himself. But you don't need me
to tell you who this gringo giant of
yours really loves, do you? Of course
you don'. You only came to me to
make sure. It was a courageoms
thing. | wonder if any man is worth

™
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