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‘ Sailing Without Orders
T UESDAY James Grafton R.mi ua.istanf t lecreittat?e' :cf'
state, in asking the house foreign affairs comm
rove an appropriation for $450,000 to cover the expenses
rthe American delegation to the Geneva disarmament con-
ference told the committee that the conference represented
“the greatest idealistic movement in the world” and “the
greatest world conference in history”. .
_ At the same time he was appealing for support for a
great humanitarian endeavor President Hoover was confer-
I ring with the American delegation to the conference, and
' the definite word which went from the president to the coun-
try was in the highest degree discouraging. The report
states: -
“Tt was indicated in high administrative eireles today that

' the United States will not attempt to offer any definite program
of leader ship at the world arms conference at Geneva.'

The greatest nation on the globe, the nation completely
insulated and economically the most self-sufficient, on the
eve of the conference announces that it will offer no pro-
gram of leadership! As the peace ship is about to depart,
with banners waving, hopes high, the president hastens to
throw another rope around the capstan and bind it fast to
» dock. What possible success is in sight if we thus dash hopes
'\ . to earth on the very eve of the conference?

A further evident effort to throw cold water on the
conference is noted in the report that the president, feeling
that the Geneva parley would deal largely with land arma-
.ments, felt that the American army was on as low a footing
as it could well go. But Wilbur J. Carr, another secretary of
state testifying before the house foreign affairs committee,
said the conference would consider both land and sea arm-
ament and might go into eommercial aviation as a part of
the potential armament of nations.

And this same red letter Tuesday Secretary Adams of
the navy department appearing before the house naval af-

fairs committee urged a ten-year shipbuilding plan and said:
‘“Personally I think we should build a navy that meets the
requirements of the London treaty”.

The next day he was irked at suggestions he resign and
asserted that he refiected the president’s attitude.

With such incongruities are our policies on issues most
vital to public welfare made up. The Londen conference was
in large part a failure because Pres. Hoover sent a delegation
abroad with ne plan and no program. Now he sends a dele-
gation to Geneva likewise lacking in any program of leader-

Nor is it possible ta expect any program from the dele-
gation-he has chosen. The only one of force of the group is
Ambassador Dawes but he is without background and prob-
ably without sympathy with the cause. Senator Swanson has
been a foe of international aceord.

Salem people have been signing petitions by the gross
asking for a new deal, for a conscientious effort toward re-
duction of armaments, The president, quaker born, has on
‘mumerous occasions expressed himself as an ardent supporter
of the peace movement. Judging from the apparently auth-
orizéd information given out the day he instructed our dele-
gates, and judging from the personnel of the delegation there
is not the slightest hope that anything big and constructive
may be accomplished at Geneva. We confess in the recent
turn of events in Manchuria and the display of chauvinism
in France our hopes were chilled. There was needed only the

| of futility as preached now by the president at the

same time his secretary of state urges building 120 new war-

ships at a cost of $616,000,000 to completely scatter the ray
of that was left. )

torn world looks to the United States for leadership;

and the United States looks to the president for leadership.

y And we get a positive, public pronouncement on the eve of

' ‘the conference that “the United States will not attempt to

| _offer any definite program of leadership”.
No wonder Mars laughs.

- The Reporter’'s Privilege
EPRESENTATIVE LaGUARDIA who represents a New
York district in congress has again introduced a bill
which recognizes the confidential character of information
.which a rter of the press receives in his professional ca-
4 LlEuudh'l bill would exempt ne‘::r.per men from
tion of the source of information which
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~ they received in confidence, when they are*called to testify
~ _ ‘in a federal court of grand jury or before any congressional
! committee, This would not apply in cases where treason was
,h Without relying on such legislation a congressional com-
‘mittee made such exe when it released Harold J. T.
Horan, reporter of the ashhch:_ml’:;t.hefrom ‘:wififnllllul the
source of information on a story wrote for pa-
Y with foreign debts., Horan insisted that the
n came to him in confidence and that he counld not
the name of his informant,
are opportunities for the abuse of this priv-
it should be legalized, still the gains to are
dangers through possible abuse of the priv-
of a doctor and his patient, a priest and
him for eonfession or advice, a law-
all confidential and the law recognizes
of these relations. In general the
apply to reporters. It has frequently oec-
newspapermen would go to jail and serve a sen-
of court rather than violate a ‘confidence.
modified to protect them when the in-
them for strictly professional use.
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Miss Hansen, whils a small girl,
lived at ‘Silverton with her par-
ents, Mr, and Mrs. Henry Han-
sen.  Her grandfather, Rev, N,
P, Peterson, was pastor of Trinity
charch for 12 years. Several
years ago the family moved to
California where Miss Hanson
rose to fame as a film actress,
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cussed at the council meeting te-
morrow mnight.
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Attendance at ths five Salem

schools during December was
1897, Buperintsndent Powers ro-
ported at the school board meet-
fng Iast night.

-

Two agents for rival wireless’

telegraph companies are
iag one another to leave town,
claiming Pirst rights here for

raising capital for installation of
& station.

Janusry 7, 1928

Governor Oleott yesterday ve-
toed the legislature’s bill provid-
fag for a special state election to
levy a tax in support of the 1925
iaternational exposition. Com-
mitteemen for the exposition say
they will go ahead with their
plans regardless of tha veto.

WASHINGTON-The five great-
est naval powers of the world de-
creed yesterday as between them-

warfare against merchant ships.

Proposed legislation for in-
creased municipal licenss fees on
operators of for-hire cars last
might was under fire by the oper-
ators at a special council commit-
tee meeting. T. L. Billingsley, su-
perintendent of the Southern Pa-
cific company’s ecity streetear sys-
tem supported the councilmen.

New Vi
Yesterday Statesman reporters
asked this guestion: “What should

be done with drunken drivers of
automobhiles?"

A. T. Warner, laborer: “Take
t:d.r driver’s license away from
them.”

Mrs. Mary Doer, honse keeper:
“Give them the full punishment
under the law, whatever that

u:jl.‘ht be and make them take it
allL.”

Ward H. Prescott, hotogra-
pher: ‘I don’t beljeve in:' fine for
drunken driving, The mas who
does something like that would
not be affected by a money pay-
ment. Jall sentence or some way

of making him s6@ his mistake —
efucate him in some way.”

Mrs. Ford E. Wilson, home
maker: “I think they should take
their carsaway from them and not
let them drive any more.”

Daily Thought

“The lawyer who uses his
kaowledge to stir up strife among
the industrious and impede the
path of commerce, that he hime
self may thrive, is unworthy eof
our respect.”—Willilam H, Sew-
ard. '

Parents, Teachers
To Meet January 7

SILVERTON, Jan. 5.—The first
meeting of the Silvertom Parent-
Teacher association to be held in
the new year will bs Thursday,
January 7, at 3 o'clock at the sen-
for high school embly room.
The program will be devoted to
a demonstration of the work done
in the Eugene Field building. The
teachers are organizing six com-
mittees to study two different
phases of classroom activity. Miss
Hannah Olsen will ifntroduce the
committee chairmen,

selves abolishment of submarine |

L, Bong Fomterey .
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KING TUT'S TOMS
PROVLS CieLS UseD
D00 YEARS AGO

Biggest lie's cap sheaf:
L

This column on Saturday and
Sunday had something about the
famous story of ‘Black' (Moses)
Harris that gained for him the
distinction of being the biggest
liar among all the '‘mountain
men,"” who were the mastera of
monumental prevarieation in plo-
neer Oregon.

- %%

Peter H. Burnett, who bhad
known Harris in Mlssour!, in writ-
ing his famous “Recollections,”
containing some of the most re-
liable foundation matters of our
early histery, as the reader will
recall, said of Harris: “He, per-
haps, invented the most extraor-
dinary stories of them. all, and
thenceforward he had no rival
He said that on one occasion he
was hunting in the Rocky meun-
tains alome, and eame in sight of
what he suppvsed to be a beaun-
tiful grove of green timber; but,
when he approached it, he found
it to be a petrified forest; and,
S0 BSUDDEN had been the pro-
cesg of petrification, that the
green leaves were all petrified,
and the very birds that were thea
singing in the grove were alse
petrified in the act of singing, be-
cause their mouths were still opan
in the petrified state.”

T % %

Baut Mr. Burnett, who had beem
supreme judge in the provisional
government, and a member of the
legislature, joined the gold rush
te California in 1848, and was
captain of the first wagon train
that went from Oregon. So, per-
haps on account of his busy days,
bhe evidently overlooked or forgot
the cap sheal of thé prize story
of “Black” Harris.

- “ %%

But this scrap of early history
has fortumately been preserved
though perhaps never published,
and the Bits man is proud to be
the instrument for making it a
matter of record, in order that it
may endure. This is the truth
concerning the story’'s cap sheaf:
T %%

R. P. Boise of Salem, son of
Judge R. P. Bolse, outstanding
ploneer leader, knew very well
Milton Thempson, who came to
Oregon with his father in one of

By ROYAL S. C

Daily Health Talks

OPELAND, M. D.

BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS ———

:

NE of the most distressing
conditions that dectors em-

counter is the disease called
If you have ever seen &
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) BURIED
The suit has dragged HUBBARD, Jan. § — Joha P,
Years, =u Welsh was buried from the chapel
motion picture (of Sam Miller's Mortuary at Au-
at a hotel , Tussday. He was bora In
ork and it was from ¢ rummmml-
suit arose, was moved to H He leaves a
y months the | wile and two sons, one in Aurors
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*{Cascades by way of that

fled too!™
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the 1847 wagom trains, Ths
Thompsons, father and son, join-
ed the Califoraia |gold rush ia
1848 or '49. They & back with
a poks containing about $10,000
in gold dust. The father then de-
cided that he could do better with
that much money in the sectiom
whence he came, and so he re-
turned across the plains and nevy-
or came hack. :

= % %

But Milton (*“Milt”, as he was
called,) remained. He worked for
Judge Boiss at the FEllendale
mills, on the Rickreall near the
alte of the present city of Dallas
He made himself useful in many
wWays, went to the Yakima Indiam
war; married one of the daugh-
ters of “Buck” Lewlis, Polk county
ploneer. Miit Thompson made &
good and useful ecitizem, and he
was reliable, and truthful, E

= %%

Mr. Boise heard Milt Thompson
repeat many times the petritied
forest stery of ‘“‘Black”™ Harris, as
he huriui‘t from Its autlor. It
may be at the cap sheaf w
added In its later telling, fa o:
der to round it out and make it
“jibe,” in the face of doubting
Thomases among his listeners.
Harris stuttered, said Thompson.
He promounced petrified with the:
first @ having the sound of that
letter in Peote, After he had told .
the story, as related by Burnett
in the presemce of & crowd of
which Thompsoa was a mamber,

Mr, Harris, if the birds singinz in

the boughs ware petritied, how

about those fiyimg In ths air?

Were they petritied too?” The dI-

alogue that followed was like

this, as oftem told by Thompson:
“ %%

Harris: *“Y-e-es, s-sirree, 1 4-
declare they were p-p-p-eetrified
too, every bird of them. And, com-
ing through a pleasant valley to
the p-p-p-eetrified forest, it wasa
sight I never expect to see again.™

= % %

Questioner: *But, Mr. Harris,
how could that be? If the flying
birds were also petrified, they
would surely fall to the grqund.
They would be too heavy to stay
up in the alr. I want to believe
your story just as you tell it, Mr.
Harris, but there must be somse
| mistake about this part of it,
| though all the rest may be true”

T % %

Harris: “H-h-h-old onm, h-hold
on, there! [ f-f-forgot that p-
p-oint. B-b-ut the s-s-story is all
as true as gospel. W-w-hy, vou
see, the air, it was p-p-p-peetri-

= %%

That was the veritable cap
sheaf. No one could afterward re-
fuse the palm to “Black’ Harris,
as the biggest Har then in all the
Oregon countty—and, if he were
living, he might even now bear
the proud distinetion, though it
must he admitted that there has
been muech progress here sinee
those Arcadiam days, im maay
Ways, not excepting the art of
prevarication.

" %%

A. N. DMoores reminds the
writer of a mistake in the series
on Salem theatre history, Reed’s
operat house was opaned in the
fall of 1869, not {n the early sey-
enties, as stated. The Bits man
has also, since writing the series,
found confirmation of this, in the
Tact that the Salem Directory’ of
1872 had this advertisement: by +
A. Reed, agent for Phoenix Fire
Insurance Co., of Hartford, Comn.
Ageat for the North Americam

Insurance company of New
York. Will attend to any business
entrusted to his ecare, with
prompiness and fidelity, Office,
first door te the right, 2ad ticor
OPERA HOUSE BLOCK, Salem,
Oregon.”

4 % 5 : !
_In 1884, the apace where he had
mantained his office, *“Mirst door
to the right, nd floor,” was tak-
en up with reoms for lodgers.
The Bits man had a room there
then, along with “Fred Floed,
grandsom of Gonml.:oo Lane,

% % .
A fIrviend, noting the series om
the Miato pass, tells the writer
that the late Judge “Jep” (J. T.)
Hunt oftén sald that his father,
George W. Hunt, early Waldo
Hills ploneer, crossed over
pass in
fiftles. Johm Minton and
W. Hunt wers grest
and Minto no doubt

g

oune of the hearers ssked, "“Bug |
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GILL
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CHAPTER XXIV

He turned comtemptuously from
the Mexican and spoke now to Mo-
“We ure a free

m

my bands, you, Paco

to urge them to battle than to hold
them back™ He stopped speaking.
Morales, without a word, walked
up to the man and cut the bonds at
his wrists. “My men will trouble you
no n&te," he said slowly. “Go
Not until the¢ moccasins of
Yaqui had shuffled out through
patio did anyone speak; thea with
smile that still held a kind of
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“It's hideous,” Ted exclaimed.
*This cold contempt for life these
vaqueros have. Morales himself cares
nothing. I'm wondering why we con-
tinue to take his hand and eat his
food.”

“My dear fellow, what earthly
good would it do to insult him now?
Take my word, there are better and
more subtle ways. That Yaqui, for
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ker, as they rode through the gate
and out toward the desert. “Every-
thing washed and dusted. Those
mountains look as if they were only
a few miles away.”
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Leaning forward she fondled the

soft cars of her borse.
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“You mean—="

“What you saw last night. That
sort of thing. There is a curse of
cruelty on the lords of this land

Even my uncle. With me and Jito
he is the gentlest of men. 1 love
| him. But to him these people in

crossed the Cascades over that
pass. But John Minto was the
man who viewed and marked it,
had it surveyed, and was respon-
gible for the building of the first
trail that was used by stock men
with their herds ia making the
crossing that way.
T %%

Elizabeth Smith Hunt, wife of
George W. Hunt, was the [first
white woman ever to visit Silver
Creek falls. This was about 1868,
She weant on horseback aad car-
ried an infant in arms (the late
Judge “‘Jep”™ Humnt), and another
lttle child (M. W. Hunt) rode
behind her; both children being
under three years.

2 %%

The Bits man owes a sincere
note of apology to Jesse Stelwer
Douglas, whom, in his haste, the
writer designated as Mrs. Doug-
las, suthor of the article on the
history of Jelfersom im the
fsstos of the Oregon Hist
Quarterly. He 13 Jesse, not Jes-
sie. He is a sou of Frank Doug-
las, and his mother was Marie
Btefwer before her marriage, her
father being Jease L. Steiwer, un-

Steiwer. He s a gréat grandson

neer, Jeasé Loomey—and the
Looneys have & wanderful geneals

of the eviginal early Oregon plo-|

lights of an approaching car, ram | ter, Willetta and Mr. and  Mrs
his car inte a diteh. The car fell | Roscoe Galnes, except for & coll

on fits side ia two feet of water.|ducking, received only slig
‘The occupants of the car, Mr. and | yruises. The car was not damag
Mrs. Lee Gaines an@ granddaugh- ' seriously.

Mortgages - Investments — Insurance

Many Profitable Invest-
ment Opportunities

If there ever was a time for making
rofitable investment it is now.
rts of Babson and other sta-
tisticians bear this out. We hav
complete information on certain
Canadian and domestic Bonds,
Preferred Stocks and Mortgages
which will convince you of the
profits to be made.

If you cannot call, forward coupon.
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