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Our Loss in MacDonald’s Fall

TN two respects it is unfortunate for the world that the La-
bor government in Great Britain fell. The crisis in Brzt.-;
*s fiscal policy was acute, and the coalition “of gll talents
“hHecessary. Ramsay MacDonald did a bray thing in
standing by his country rather than his party. Nevertheless
we i this country may well view with regret the passing of
his premiership, for his present tenure is admittedly tempor-

In the first place if the Labor government is succeeded
by the Conservatives, England will abandon her traditional
trade position to go on a tariff basis. A century ago the
of the corn laws was one of the greatest political bat-
ever waged in England. Since then the historic policy of
that country has been to favor free importation of goods from
other countries. In the war and after this was modified to
some extent. Now the conservatives are frankly protection-
ist. At a time when it seems advisable for high tariff coun-
retreat from the economic i:;latign po(liicy, it is re-
grettable that Britain moves over to the other side.

In the second place MacDonald’s foreign policy looked
for the cultivation of international goodwill. He came to this

. country for a friendly visit with Pres. Hoover. He visited

freely with German-statesmen. He stood out against rigid na-

‘o tionalism which weuld keep Europe an armed camp. Much

was of MacDonald at the approaching disarmament
conference. Not so much may be expected of the Conserva-
tives who are inclined to British tradionalism. Necessity may
force acguiescence in arms reduction, but there is apt to be
less friendliness toward a policy of healing and accord among
the nations than with the Labor government,

'If the Conservatives do not succeed in framing a govern-
ment that will hold, the issue wil! go to the people in an elec-
tion. Then it might be that Labor would be returned. But it
would be a different and more radical party for it has lost its
great leader, Ramsay MacDonald.

“Water, Water Everywhere"

“It is perfectly true that we are getting nowhere as long as
we are merely squahbling. Nothing is gained by the Statesman
and the Press disputing as to what the people of Salem want or
will do. The way to settle it is to give the people a chance and
find put. Thérefore the Press makesa proposition: Will the
Statesman consent to giving the people of Salem a chance to
vote yes or no on an issue of bonds sufficient to briag mountain
water to Salem and either buy the present distribution system
or build a new one? If so, will the Statesman joln the Press in
urging the members of the city council to quit fighting for the
water company and give the people a chance to vote on the above
proposition by caling au election for that purpose?”—Holly-

.. wood Press.

The Press suffers from one illusion, and that is that
others who do not agree with its program are fighting for
the water company. Our sole concern is the welfare of the
pezb of Salem, now and in the future. The city's relations
with the water company should be marked with fair treat-
ment: but that is all we care about the company.

“" "Phe Press is also in error in thinking there are only two
alternatives, the Willamette and the Santiam. There is also
the alternative of wells, which Baar and Cunningham men-
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®ion but wave aside. Some people think there are good pos-
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gibilitles in this line, others that wells are wundependable.
More investigation of this source might be made. )
The question which the Press proposes seems to be chief-
Iy one of journalistic tactics, for it would be purely a refer-
endum and would eall for another election with teeth in it for
the definite authorization of bonds. If there would be assur-
ance of a good turn-out of voters at such a referendum we
nhonlnn glad to agree to the submissjon of alternative pro-
posals &s follows: i
1. A municipal water system using the Santiam
river as a source of supply; and either buying or building a

distributing system. Engineering estimate of cost $2,500,-
000

Policy 2. A municipal water system beginning by acquir-
the present water system or g another leaving to
water board future recommendations for per-

source of supply. Estimate cost of present or a new
ting plant from $875,000 to $1,200,000; probable fig-

. ure around a million dollars.
" tled
.ownership is now submitted and defeated it means indefinite

The Statesman is anxious to see the wajer question set-
as quickly as possible; and is strong for municipal own-
b of the water plant. If any propesition for municipal

solution of our troubles. This makes

postponement of a real
that the friends of municipal ownership and

it urgent real

-~ those who want to solve the water problem here, agree on

E
“a

a practicable program. The Press appears to want to run and
in vithpnll its clothes on. We prefer to find out how
deep

the water is before recommending the plunge.

*“The esteemed C-J. is announcing a beduty school by Mme. Eve
Somebody. We'll let Sips try it first; {f it works on him we'll risk a
4ar.,” says an editorial in the Statesman. If the guy who wrote that
is the one we think it is he'll need more than a jar; he'll need a ba.r-
rel.—8ips in C-J.

You guessed right, Sips, only the barrel we will need if times
get harder, is one with both heads knocked out,

:

A Philomath man went off to commit sulcide but walked around

; " Mary’s peak -and decided not to, Every person planning suicide should

walk around a mountain befors blowing his brains out. By that time

'll get the enthuslasm pretty well out of hls system. A bed and meal
look better than a leap in the dark,

Charley Byrne, stand up and Bow to the Astorian-Budget. Char-
18 head of the industrial journalism school ar 0SC, ln‘d the AB
_ & picture of him,—only the picture looked familiarly like the
~ phiz of & well-known handshaker of reform instead of round-faced.

golf-prize winning Charley. :
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products promotion would start a riot. N
Medford. Mall-Tribune endorses “pear ple” and the R:oeb:r:
News-Review ups with “prune pancakes”. We are going to experiment
- now with hop croquettes, :

e — g

_Washington turned down a landscape gardener with the low bid
‘-_.-l. favor of & Washington resident. Gov, Meler, sponsor of trade-at-
- "home to which W objects, goes to Washington for a pur-
‘chasing a and pays him $2800 a year MORE,
—

d
m tion week has been fixed for Oct, 4-11.
they will have a flood preveation week.
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Rabies

By VERNON A. DOUGLAS,
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pv. V. A. Deuglas

sometimes have the disease, such
as cows, horses, cats and goats.
All mammals are suceptible, Man
always contracts the disease from
lower animals,

The disease is nearly always
transmitted by the bhite of a rabid
animal. The infective material Is
contained in the saliva, There are
cases on reécord which have fal-
jowed a rabid dog licking the
hand. THers must as a rule be an
abrasion or break im the skin be-
for this can oceur.

Disease is Controllable

Rabies exists practically in all
parts of the world. In some. coun-
triea where special measures for
its control have beem In ferce, it
has been unknown for years, Ex-
amples are Australia, Denmark,
Norway and Sweden, England was
comparatively free from rabies
from 1900 until the war when it
was relntroduced by dogs carried
in aeroplanes, Before that time,
the prevalence of rables fluctuat-
ed due to #nforcement or lack of
enforcement of the muzzling
law. Misplaced sympathy for the
dog sometimes causes yaluable
lawg for dog's as 1 man's
protection to be ¥ ed.

Rables has a long Incubation
period, the average in man being
about 40 days. It varies frem 14
days to a year or more. The
length of incubation depends
somewhat on the location of the
bite. It Is short if the bhite oec-
curs on the face or hands. The
amount and viruleace of the vir-
us also has an influence. This
long incubation period gives time
to prevent the disease in a person
who has been bittent

The method of prevention of the
rabies after the bite occurs con-
sists of the use of Pasteur's treat-
ment, This was first announced
as an effective preventive measure
in 1883, The treatment consists
of a series of Inoculations during
which the patient may continue
his work as usual.

Muzzling Stops Diseasp

From a public health standpoint
the control of pabies means the
eradication of the disease in ani-
mals by inocculation and muz=z-
ling of dogs. Inoceulatipn will
prevent the disease im dogs. In-
fected animals of course should
be destroyed. A nation-wide prae-
tice of muzzling of dogs would
eliminate the disease in two years.

Rabid or peculiarly acting dogs
should be locked up and reported
to the health department. Per-
sons who have been bitien by a
dog should receive prompt atten-
tion by a physician. Dogs shouid
not be killed until an observation
can be mads by a veternarian.

What bealth problems nave youl! If
ths above article mises any question In
your mind, write that estion outl sad
send it either t0 The ;-hm.n or the
Marign county department of health. The
snswer will appear in this column. Name
should ba signed. bot will not be veed In
the paner.

Yest erdays

e s+ Of Old Salem

Town Talks from The Siates-
man of Earlier Days

August 30, 1906
The Christian Endeavor of the
First Christlan church will enjoy
an outing on Reservolr hill this
evening. Car starts from Will-
amette hotel at 7 o'clock.

Te promote the discussiomn of
laws governing the wuse of the
waters of the state for domestie,
agricultural, mining, mamufactur-
ing and commercial purposes,
with the view of seeking lagisia-
tion for a new administrative
system, a water law conference
will be held jn the siate capitol
building September 10 and 11,

That a fire fiand was mbroad
in this i
denced by “the fact that within
the short space of & half hour the
fire department was called out to
extinguish two fires, both of
which were undoubtedly of incen-
diary origin.

August 30, 1021
The strong hop market was re-
flected yesterday in the filing of
several hop contracts with the
high price at 35 cents a pound for
the 1921 crop,

“They're making a new home a
minute, almost, out thers on the
logged-off lands beyond Silver-
ton,” is the report brought im by
Eugene Grabenhorst, who visited
that section Monday.

Forty of the 44 applicants who
wrote In the sta bar examina-
tions held in Salem last July
wers successful, according to an-
nouncement made here yesterday
by Arthur 8. Benson, ¢lerk of the
Oregon supreme court.

Daily Thought

“I never could belleve that Pro-
vidence had sent a few men Into
the world, ready booted and
spurred to ride and millons
ready saddled and bridied to be
ridden.”—Richard Rumbold.

MRS. WERLE VIsSITS
SILVLERTON, Aug, 29.—Mre.
Jake Werle of here left Poriland
Wednesday night for Minneapolis,
Minn, ,where she will move her
mother and tUhen journey to her
birthplace in Wassau, Wis. Her

last night was eviel

China wonders hushand accompanied her as far
rtland,
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When Salem had 20 families:
=T %%

(Continued from yesterday, be-

Maog excerpts from a lefter of Rev.

Ezra Fisher, written under date
of March 1, 1849; and here refer-
ring to July 5, 1848, during a teur
through the Willamette wvalley:)
“Visited his (W. T. Matlock's)
family and in the afternoon visit-
ed the Oregon university or, in
other words, the Methodist Insti-
tute, now in operation under the
superintendence of Rev. Wilbur.
(Thiz was the Oregom Institute
that by change of name became
Willamette university. Rev. J. H.
Wilbur was in charge.) His
daughter performs the duty of
teacher at present. (The daughter
became the wife Of Rev. St. M,
Fackler, an Episcopal clergymaan,
who served for a brief time as an
instructor in the Institution; long
enough to press his suit for Miss
Wilbur's hand in marriage.)
L T -

“I learn they are éxpecting a
teacher from the states the com-
ing year. The school at this time
occuplies the place of a common
school, but meels the wants of
the village and surrounding coun-
try. The bduildings are of wood
and have been erected at an ex-
pense vastly disproportionate to
the present demands of the coun-
try. Yet, feeble as the school has
been, doubtless it has proved a
blessing to Oregon and will ulti-
mately reward the denomination
for all the needlass expenditures.
Its site is eligible, on the east
bank of the Willamette about 40
mliles above Oregon City.”

T %%

(In another letter, Rev. Fisher
said, of the same visit: “Rode 10
miles to Salem, a small town on
the east bank of the Willamette,
containing someg 20 families . . .
This is the point where the Meth-
odists have located their literary
institution. The school at this
time (1848) numbers about 70
children of both sexes. This place
(Salem) has a commanding cen-
tral position In the Willamette
valley, and will probably become a
place of some importance in fu-
ture years. (The above about what
became Salem and the Willamette
umiversity in thelr beginning days
is interesting at the present time.
Rev. Fisher was in his mind com-
paring the settlement that became
Salem and the school that became
Willamette university with the
thenr metropolis of the northwest,
Oregon City, and the great Bap-
tist university he was planning to
found there—which he did found
and which flourished for a time
and then gradually grew less, to
final dissolution.)

e

“6th. Rode 20 miles up Mill
creek to the morth fork of the
Santa Am (Santiam) river; wvisit-
ed two families and attended the
funeral of a you married lady
with whom I traveled on our way
from the states, Made a short ad-
dress and offered up a prayer at
the grave.

BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

“7th. Rode 16 miles, after ford-
ing the river, to the middle fork
and preached to an interesting col-
lection of people, some of whom
rode from three te 2§ miles to
hear preaching.

T %%

“8th. Crossed the middle and
south forks; ..... rode 15 miles
to the church on sald stream and
preached at 13 (noom) to the
chureh. (This was the Santiam
Baptist church at Sodaville, which
had just been organized.) This
church is situated in the midst of
the richest and most delightful
portign of Oregon. Perhaps a
more picturesque scenery cannot
be found in North America. 9th.
Brother Snelling and myself both
preached and administered the
sacrgment and the supper. 10th,
11th and 12th. Visited; viewed
the surrounding country .

= %

*“13th. Rode 30 miles to Salem,
and spent the night with Brother
Matlock. 14th. Crossed the Wil-
lameite and rode about 30 miles
over a rolling prairie and open
country to the south fork of the
Yamhill; visited two familles . . .
15th. Rode 14 miles. My “way
along the Yamhill bottom lands;
soil luxuriantly rich and large
fields of wheat of enormous
growth were .now waving their
golden ears to the gentle breezes
» » » » Met the Yamhill church at
the time of their monthly meeting
and preached om the ooccasion at
the house of Brother Miller, an
ordained minister from Missourl.
(Rev. Richard Miller, who came
in 1847.)

* % =

““16th. It being Lord's day,
Brother Snelling and myself both
preached to a large coangregation,

. . and at night I rode home with
Mr. Snelling . . . 17Tth. Rode 30
miles, crossed the two remaining
forks of the Yamhlill river, passed
through Chehalem valley, vistted
two Baptist families and spent the
night on the south fork of the Tu-
alatin river with an interesting
Baptist family,

" %
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““18th. Visited Rev. Mr. Clark
(Harvey Clark) in Tualatin
Plains. Near his resldence he, with
the assistance of a few benevolent
friends, sustains a school called
the Oregon Orphans” Asylum. This
school will probably become in
some future day a literary insti-
tution for the Congregational de-
nomination. (One of the "“benevo-
lent friends” was the saintly Ta-
bitha Brown, and the littls log
“orphans’ asylum"™ school became
Pacitic university at Forest
Grove.) Rode 14 miles, visited
two families and arrived at Broth-
or Lenox's.

= %%

“20th. Walked 28 miles to Ore-
gon City, Spent the .remainder of
the week in visiting In the ecity
and vicinity and in preparing to
g0 down the river. 23rd. Preached
twice for Brother Johnsom ., . ., ,
24th. Left Oregon City for €lat-
sop on board the launeh of the
unfortunate ship Peacoek.”” (The

LAY SERMON

.l

‘““Equity left charity without
cupation.''=——Edward Bellamy.

I have been reading again
“Looking Backward” and S8ir
Thomeas More's “Utopla”™. They
are the literature of the perfect
society. One might delve farther
and read Plato’s “Republic” and

&= oo

Henry George's “Progress and
Poverty.” Now Is a propitious
time for reading the plang and

gpecifications of these architects
of the soclal millenium. How
much liks 1931 some of the pas-
sages read. Bellamy in his intro-
ductory chapter describing Boston

of 1887 writes:
““Soms of thess desponding observ-
to prediet ama im-

ers went so far as

pending social cataclysm. Humanity,
they nrd. baving climbed to the top
round ths ladder of civilization, waa
about to take & header into chaos, af-
tar which it would doubtless pick itself
up, tura round, sad begin teo <climb

That has a tamitlar sound to-
day. And Sir Thomas More re-
Ines his In his book as an example
of what the TUtoplans have es-
caped from, and the passage,
though phrased in Tudor English,
sounds strangely modern:

So each charts the path teo a
better order, and each describes
the perfection which he imagines,
Bellamy in the Boston of the year
2000 A. D, and More 1 Utopia,
a_word which has become the
key-word of common speech for
the unattainable ideal. In these
days the callagain is for more
“equity”. People rum for office,
editors wage journalistic cam-
paigns for the ““‘mere equitable
distribution of wealth". . The us-
ual formula is to take from those
who have and give to those who
have not, on the theory that those
who have acquired great posses-
sfons are not in good morals en-
titled to them.

Alas, equity will not_ come
through a formula. Christ himself
gave no solution for the perplex-
ing problem of wealth, or rather
his words dispute themselves.
Equity will come through the en-
lightenment of the people and
through the cultivatiomn of the
deeper charity which substitutes
the law of brotherly kindness to
the jungle law of tooth and claw.

Equity may, as Bellamy fore-
cast, leave charity without am oc-
cupation, but such charity would
be the soup kitchen provision for
the ufifortunate. The reign of
equity will finally rest on broad )

2
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“The Czarina’s Rubies”

ing eastle and hid them in a cave.
Ten years have passed. Federoff
returns and recovers the gems.
With him is Frank Severn, who
representa Prince Murinov's
granddaughter, to whom the rub-
fes now rightfully belong. Feder-
off undertakes to smuggle them
out of Russia. He disappears and
Severn secretly returns to his
lonely country home in England,
3 's Court, He urgently sum-
mons his friend, Jim Wynter, who
meets Felix Sant, Severn's law-
yer, ’
NOW GO ON

CHAPTER V ~

“Wish to heaven I knew. BSev-
orn camé back secretly two nights
ago and I met him at Victoria—
he'd wired me from Newhaven,
which was my first intimation he
was on his way home. [ only saw
him for half an hour, because as
luck would have it I had to go up
to Scotland that night. T'm just
back, earlier than I planned, so
as to run over to ses Severn to-
alght——"

“Thea Severa
m‘?o.

“Not a thing. I suppose he felt
there wasan't time to go into it
then—or in so public a place as a
grill room, But I can tell you the
sight of Severn brought me =a
shoeck."

‘* What do you mean "

A frowningly thoughtful look
had crept into Sant’s face.

“Wynter, he wasn"t like the
same man of ten months ago when
I last saw him. All gone to plsces.
A man on the rack of unnerving
suspense, if those haunted eyes of
his meant anything—a man living
with fear at his elbow. Sober
facts, Wynter, melodramatic as it
may sound. Fear of what? God
knows. I'm all in the dark, yet.
Maybe Severn'll teil us tonight.
But it"s something big and serious
—and I'm uneasy, Wynter—un-
easy!"

Wynter's face was both startled
and bewildered as he stared at the
other man.

““All gone to pleces? But some-
how I can’'t imagine that of Sev-
ern. Of course, I know you're
not joking—but it seems so un-
like him. Always so imperturbably
cool with any amount of pluck
and nerve—the sort of chap one
would have said nothing could
rattle.”

Sant nodded.

Different Now

“] know. But you'll find a dif-
ferent Severn tonight; that's the
devil of it—that's what makes me
so anxious,” the older man said
quietly., He had finished changing
the wheel; he got back into his
car. “Well, whatever the trouble
is, Ssvern knows he can count on
us to the limit."™

“That goes without saying, of
course,” replied Wynter emphat-
ieally,

The haze was deepening as they
made the last few miles to Beg-
gar's Court, as if as they neared
the coast they wera ruaning into

told yom noth-

U. 8 8.
exploring
mouth of the Columbia, on Pea-
cock spit, July 14, 1841. (This
trip took four days of hard row-
ing, and three nizhts’ lodging on
the ground. Rev. Fisher found his
family on Clatsop Plains’ in good
health. A son had beem borp to
them just before he left on the
trip to the Willamette.)
T T

In another letter, Rev. Fisher
told of stopping on Mill ereek, in
his tour of the valley, about 10
miles out of Salem, with a Bap-
tist family, and forming the nu-
cleus of what became, Aug. 31,
1850, the Shiloh Baptist church of
Turner, He wrote also of the need

Peacock of the Wilkes

of a preacher to organize a Bap--

tist church in Salem, and one to
start a new church at the prom-
ising new town of Cincinnati,
which later became Eo'a, and is
now a filling station by the side
of the highway, which, he said “is
in the bounds of the La Creole
church, formerly called Rick-re-
all.” It has long since gone back
to the corruption, the Rickreall.
It should be changed back to La
Creole, whers it belongs,-and left
there.

T

Rev. Fisher wrote: “Two minis-
ters thus located would always be
near esach other to counsel and
give aid and at the same time
would each have a wide and rich
field on each side of the river.”
(Meaning one at Clnefnnati
(Eola) and ths other at Salem.

New Views

Yesterday Statesman reporters
asked: “Do you favor a city man-
ager for Salem?"

Don Morgan, visitor: “Seems
like cities with city managers get
along all right. I noties by -to-
night's paper there is a deficlency
in Salem city finances. Maybe a
city manager could have saved
that situation; and maybe not.”

James Preble, reporter: “I'm
not so very hot for one myself.
It just puts another dodge be-
twesn the people and the ones who
have the-authority.”

Mrs. F. A. Elliott, housewlife:
“1f the ecity manager form of gov-
earnment would workout as satis-
factorily for Salem as it has for
some towns, it would be a splendid
thing—the plan s ideal and
should work out very well"

Mrs. Fred Erixon, housewife: “1
am highly in favor of the city
manager form of government-—I
have lived im a town where It has
been most satisfactory.”

Dr. Max Moon, dentist: "It
seems to be the coming thing. As
an econimie principal it’s sound.”

8. A. Hughes, cement contrac-
tor, councilman:

harity that builds up social as
well as individual respounsibility.

offhand, I would say I'm not in
favor of it.”

on, lost at the |

“Taken right

a fog blowing in from tha ssa.
Under the white, drifting weil

They | the flat country through which

the road led—stretches of marshy
waste land veined with bubbling
creeks from the estuary, from
which flights of disturbed sea-
birds weould rise wheeling with
their harsh, mournful cries—
seemed the last word im drfeary
desolation.

Jim Wynater thought of that un-
nerved figure Sant had pletured
for him. Through Beggar's Court.
set in this lonely, sparsely-popu-
lated corner of Essex, might olf-
fer desired hiding fof a man with
enemies—or was it the police?—
to throw off the scent, it could
hardly be the best place im its de-
pressing isolation for one whose
nerves had all gone to pieces.

If Bant were right—and he was
the last persom In the world one
could call imaginative—the mys-
terious threat must be strangely
menacing that had sent Severn in-
to hiding—a man, Wynter would
bave sald conflidently, who did not
know the meaning of nerves or
fear. Yet Sant had see: him two
days ago. And there was the
corroboration of that leiter from
Severn himself, its poignant ap-
peal, “For God's sake come!"
Wynter could not shake off a
haunting sense of foreboding.

Two great iron gates get in a
high wall proclaimed Beggar's
Court at last. The lodge behind
the gates was in darkness; it had
been unoccupied even before its
late owner's death. The two cars
turned imto the long drive. The
old, irregular house loomed out
to their eyves, little more than a
vague blur of shadow in the rag-
ged mist, broken by the light from
two or three windows streaming
out into the night.

Forbidding :

It was a pleturesque house, s
Wynter remembered it, at leas. a
couple of centuries old, that on a
bright sunlit day might be attrae-
tive enough. - But tonight the
gloomy old place in its brooding
loneliness and isolation seemed al-
most forbidding.

Sant jumped down from his ear
and ran up the steps to the mas-
| sive hall door,

“After all, tirings may not be so
bad as we fancy,” he said sudden-
Iy to the younger man as he raised
the heavy knoeker. “And any-
way I'm not going to believe that,
whatever his trouble, poor old
Severn’s so d.ep in it that you and
I won't be able to fish him oft.”

Through the hushed stil’ness of
the mist-wrapped night, as they
waitad, they could hear faintly the
suck of the estuary between its
high banks as the tide came racing
fn from the sea.
| Sant knocked again and pulled
the hanging iron bell by the side
of the door.

No one in the house seemed in
any hurry to answer the sum-
mons. The echoes of the bell died
away. The seconds passed. Still
no answering sound from within,
not even the barking of a dog.

“Queer. What can have hap-
pened to ev ryone?” Wynter said
suddenly. “I should have thought
there would be a dog on the prem-
ises, 4 lonely house like this.”

“But there is a dog, an Alsa-
tion,” =aid Sant. His ususlly
cheerful smile seemed to have
fallen away, his voice had a sud-
den strained mnote. “Of course,
one of the servants may have tak-
en the animal for a run,

He raised the knocker again aad
beat a heavy tatioo on the door,
waking a troop of echoes within.

“That should fetch someone.”

The moments passed as they
stood waiting. Still unbroken sil-
ence.

THe strange, almost uncanny
stillness, the oppressiveness of
which each was conscious, as
though this house, for all its light-
ed windows gleaming out into the
mist, was utterly deserted and
empty, made Jim Wynter sudden-
ly give a little involuntary shiver.
An insistent feeling like a premon-
ition, & deepening, disquicting
sense of something amiss behind
that closed door as they stood
waiting for ths answer that was
80 long in coming, that perhaps
would not come at all, was begin-
ning to pluck at his nerves. Im
the misty dimness he and Sant ex-
changed glances.

“What does It mean?” Wynter
broke out. ““What are all the ser-
vants doing? Sant, I dom't like
the look of things!"™

No more did Sant, if his face
Was any indication,

“Yes, it's dashed queer. I'll
ring just once again, and thea If

"
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with a click as Sant turned a :
tled face towards the younger
man,

ficance of it had brought to a

head all those vague, dizsquisting
#ears that had been waiting for

standing on .
snatched up a stone and shivered
the glass of the nearest window.

followed by Sant,

In the wide hall, its silence
touched now r ith a sinister breath
of menace, they stood for a mo-
ment listeningz, with taunted
narces. Then Wynter called out
loudly:

“Severn, Severn!”™

name he knew he would get no
ahswer. An instinet told him that
except for themselves there was
no living soul in all this Yghted
house,

That dog lying there poisoned —
these empty echoing rooms—what
dark thing lay behind this un-
nerving mystery of silence and
desolation?

That fear Sant spoke of having
seen fn Severn’s eves—had it ma-
terialized suddenly without warn-
ing, found the fugitive out In his
hiding place here? It was as

the dark. not knowing what se-
crets lay hidden in the shadows
beyond. Wynter met Sant’'s eyes,

“We've got to search thas house,
of course; but we shan't find any
one hera ™

“Severn may have zone out to
stretch his legs;: be back any mo-
ment,"” suggested Sant uneasily.
But evidently he had little faith
in his own possible explanation.

t he expected me—had sent
th urgent message. And then,
too, ne servanis ' retortad Wyn=-
tar. “How many servanis are
thera?”

“Only three; mors weren'f ne-
cessary with Severn abroad.. A
man and his wife, who were hers
i his uncle’s time, a5 well as &

in the garden and house.™

They made a systematic search
of the whole of the great rambling
old house; every room., every at-
tie, every cupbhoard. Their suspi-
cilon was now definitely confirm-
ed. Not a trace of Severn, or tha
sérvanis,

Iy bewilderad and baffled.

In the dining-room they had
found a cold supper for two lald
on the table,

. “Evidently laid in readiness for
you and Severn, Wpynter,” sald
Sant.
beea laid 'in advance unless the
servants were going to be out?

that, of course; that they'll tura
up presently. But Severn himself,
expecting yvou, wouldn't have lelt
the housa like this of his own ac-
cord. And that dog . . ."” Sant
drew a deep breath. *“God knows
what's been happening here—but
we've come too late.”

Except for an overturned chalr
in one of the robms—a room
where apparently Frank Severa
had been sitting, for there) wers
several cigaret ends lying on the
hearth where a fire still smoul-
dered, and on a small table near
stood an unfinished whiskey and
soda—thers was no sign of any
struggle or violence. Only that
poisoned dog in the hall , . . .
grimly significant, that.

(To be continued) .

MRS. WALLACE HOME

Wallace and daughter Miss Lettle
Wallace have returned from an
extended visit to Boston and
other eastern points. Miss Wal-
iace is an instructor in the
school, 4
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