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Growing Pains in the Flax Industry

T'HE flax and linen industries in the valley are passing
through the experiences common to the pioneer stage.
Founded by men and women with a vision, flax-growing
and processing have become a reality here in the Willam-
ette valley. Much has been demonstrated the past few
years; and much remains fo be done before the complete
e cycle of the industry is firmly grounded. It is a good time

for stock-taking and for planning for the future.

First, it is plain that fibre flax growing is a success.
The valley soils produece a fine guality of flax and the farm-
ers are finding the production profitable, Under proper ro-
tation of crops the soil is not impaired.

Second, mechanical pulling of flax has provem a suc-
cess. It has reduced the cost of production here so that flax-
growing gives promise of being a very profitable crop over
a term of years.

Third, the industrial side of pre fibre and spinn-
ing yarn and. weaving cloth are en practical for this
locality. In these departments too new machinery has re-

duced costs and enabled American industry to operate on a
competitive basis.

So much for what has been demonstrated; and that is
a great deal, so great that sometimes we fsil to realize its
importance because of the problems which are obvious.

The present point of distress is the local linen wea
plant. The first five years of operations of the Oregon
mills which was begun and financed z local
resulted in deficits which. impair the i
the company. It is recognized that the company
organized and refinanced. Yet all those hav
the situation believe there is a great future {.
under proper financing and management,

The Miles Linen  mill is pointed to as
what may be dene to achieve success. This mill had its plo-
neer struggles and losees but after fresh money come in and
different management has attained an enviable
Buccess.

So far as the Oregon mill is concerned more than senti-
ment prompts us to express the hope that it may be saved
as a Salem industry. We hope it will not pass into the hands
of eastern interests who might stifle the industry or kill it
off, and not for many years would there be a ehance to re-
vive it here. It should be retained as a western owned and
controlled spinning and weaving mill.

The first essential is management, See what the Jant-
zen people have done in the competitive field of bath-
ing suits through applying

problems. Given good management the capital will flow in
rapidly enough. At first, however, there will have to be re-
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financing so that the management would have a chance to Pg S(lulbs

show {ts hand.

To get into the weaving end of the business, additional
investment in new, fast looms is recommended by these best
acquainted with the situation, reserving the present sec-
ond-hand equipment to be made over for specialty lines with
wider profit-margin.

New capitalization will not come in of course on the
present basis. The present capi will have to be
written down to a point where the mill ¢an earry the bur-
den. That entails loss, but where it is equitably handled,
the loss may be regained if the venture later proves profit-
able.

It is important not to lose faith in the Industry. These

= are its “growing pains.” Out of these present difficulties
a much sronger industry will emerge which will add vastly
to Oregon’s wealth. Without indulging in day<ireams,
Statesman expresses the firm convietion that the linen and
flax industries along with fruit grewing and processing of-
fers the greatest hope for the future growth and develop-
ment of the Willamette Valley. This is not a time for rock-
ing the boat, nor a time for shutting eme’s eyes to the plain

. facs. By the exercise of careful judgment backed with faith
and money Oregon people can put this linen business over
mdmﬁeitthegrntmccess it gives abundant promise of
becoming. '

It's the Climate
OU just wanted to drink the air yesterday i
Fresh from three thousand miles of ocean, it
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by Miss Prances Perkins on
wide accidents that falling
jects cause a very large n
of deaths, Perhaps these
avoidable but that there is
ity in the law covering these
cideats there is no doubt.

precaution should be taken
the individual worker and the in-
dividual eonstruction ecompany
that the safety of all ‘be assured
g0 far as it is humanly possible.
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dents happen anyhow. There
are hazards to overcome and a
worker must ever be on guard te
keep within the safety sone,

ts from the
Press of the State

SCISSORED SQUIBS .. ,. =Y,

Straw velee don't mean a
thing, but we all like teo take
them, read theml and coamsider
them, With this mn mind the
wriler ook a sihall straw veote éa
First street in the two bioeks
around the postoffice oné morn-
iag receally tad found ameag 3§
votérs interviewed that 123 were
t:r .“Ju;l'u: Mefer, Independent, 11
erat, and three were for Pail
Metschan, repudblean, Twelve had
Rot made up their miunds yot al
stafed
that it would not he Meétschan,
We offer no suggestion &9 oo
poll, We classéd ourselves among
those who werg undecided, —Nsw-
berg @raphie,

4 12 year old .oy was tellimg
his father the other night how ia
the year 5000 A. D. an alrplase
pilot tul:“h travelling 2000
mileg an r through space. B
looks as theugh Captain Hawhks
ia working toward that
Albany Democrat-Herald,

| Yesterdays

...“mm

Towa Talks from The States-
i misa Our Fathers Read

August 16, 1903

—— .
What is believed to be the death
horseracing in Oregon was
by Judge ia Port-

i

land yesterday, when a temporary
injunction was continued wunsil
September 7, restraining pool

selling ai Irvisgtem race track,
While

@ state house the tele-
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The OTHER BULLET

By Nancy Barr Mavity

“That's all right, but don't you
forget those bullets and shells.
Then you come up and meet me
at the lodge. It's barely possible
there may be something else for
you there, You'll have to walk

}lnh- m-: ,stch a lft—I'm

“Oh, say, and dug all this
efl? R's darned Beavy.” An-
drews said aggrievedly. “Why
don't you wait for me?”

‘“Beeause you're working on a
dsily paper,” Peter responded,
with Reartless disregard of An-
drews’ woebegone expression.
“Anyway, the exercise will be
good for you—maybe you'll lose
a few pouhds.” With a feint of
dodging Andrews’' upraised cam-
era, he made a grinning exit,

Andrews, however, was not the
only one to take some exerclse
that morning, and there was no
grin on Peter’s face as he crawled
laboriously on hands and knees
through the close-set thickets
back to the lodge.

The sharp ends of stones prod-
ded his knees, thorny twigs reach-
ed out to scratch his face as he
bent close to the ground, and the
low shrubs, swinging back as he
pushed them aside, caught his
glasses and knocked them off
with what seemed a living dia-
bolical ingenuity. His hands were
grimy, his face streaked with dirt
from the dust which had gathered
on the underbrush, and his black
hair, in which broken twigs and
leaves had lodged, resembled an
unfinished and poorly construct-
ed bird's nest.

An hour wore on, and then an-
other, while Peter grew progres-
sively hotter and more dishevel-
ed. The remarks which he made
with increasing frequency -under
his breath were uncomplimentary
to nature in general and to hor-
ticulture in particular, but it did
not occur to him to abandon his
search until he found what he
was looking for, or demonstrated
that it was not to be found,

“What are you doing—playing
hide and seek?”

Peter sorambled to his knees
at the sowsnd of Andrews’' voice

he emerged, his face bemeath its
layers. dirt, was alight with

the ebject with extreme disgust.
“Another bullet!™

“You bet it's another bullet—
but you woa't have to photograph
this one,” Peter sald cheorily.

Heat and fatigue alike forgot-
ten, he arose to his feet brush-
jing the leat mold and dry earth
fyom his knees. “Om with the
damce!” He drew the pistol from
coat pocket and flourished it

F

test bullets,” Peler explained.
““They have to be fired into some-
thiwg soft 80 as not to mess wp
their features any, It's too bad
to raim the blanket, but that's
better than rulning the bullet.”

“Oh, yeah,” Andrews retorted.
‘“Bspecially when it's not your
blanket.”

“Well, i you're se particalar,
I might use you imstead. Yeu're
enough of a wet blanket for any-
body,” Peter reaponded with lefty
contempt. as he wmeledted the
largest available tree and propped
the rolled blanket upright against
ita trumk,

“Ive got to hit the &urned
thing.” he declared. “I dom’t dare
use up more than one of the
sheriff’s precious bullets aad FH
be kamged if I apend the rest of
the day crawling areund oa the
ground hunting for it. You stand
close to the tree and tell me
where it strikes.”

“Like fun @ wilt!* Fi photo-
graph your darn bullets if you

say 80, but I stop shors of stand- t

ing around waiting to receive
'em, 'm going to stand right be-
hind you, and' the way you're
waviag that gun around, I's not
sure that’'s any too safe.”™

Planting his fTeet wide apart,
as if afraid that Peter would drag
him from the comparative safety
zon® against his will, Andrews
took up his station directly in the
rear as Peter raised the pistol
and fired.

“@ot it!"” he exclaimed, run-
ning to the tree and pointing tri-
umphantly to a small round hole
in the blanket.

“Sure-fire Pele! With enough
practice, you may be able to hit
even a barn door in time!” An-
drews jeered gooa' naturedly. But
Peter’s interest was iInfectious,
and the camera man followed him
to the tree, whére he was engaged
im cutting through the woolen
pad with his pen knife, takimg
care not to scratch the bullet, as
he gouged it out.

“Just pick up the shell a=md
lring it over, will you?" he ealls
ed over his shoulder. He wrapped
shell and bullet in his handker-
chief, and turned back towards
the house.

“Now, we've got to find the
ather shell, that &tropped some-
where near the fromt door. That
aughtn’'t be hard,” he observed.
“Come along and help me look.”

*“Oh, no, not hard at all, judg-
ing from the way you look after
nunting for that buliet.” Andrews
demurred sarcastically, Newerthe-
less, he obediently leaned his tri-
pod against the wall of the house
and followed Peter, who had =zl-
ready hurried around the corner.

On hands and knees the

“You know,” Peter mused, a8
he explored his_pockets for some-
thing in which to wrap th

tely from the shell
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blood is Mortison"s and the qulck-
er we get #t to Kurtner the bet-
ter. Something tells me—"

He left the sentence unfinish.
ea. Having knotted the shell in
a cormer of the bioed stained
handkerchief, he stepped Torward
briskly, unloeked the der, and ad-
vanced into the room where Mor-
tison had met his death.

CHAPTER 12

“l wonder what he was really
like.” Peter's gaze wandered
theughtfully around the living
roomi em which the door directly
opemed. “It must have taken sn
nonusual ranch manager to bowl
Mrs. Everett over. I don't see her
'falling for mere brawn and great
open spaces stufl; yet he. seems
to have knOwn his basimess, Fun-
ny, isn’t it, this trying to recom-
struct a maa's charae‘er from the
inanimate things he has left be-
hind him?"

Andrews dropped Inte the
chair nearest the door still cling-
ing faithfully to his eamera,

“Reconstruct all you waat to.
I'm tired."” He streichad his legs
wearily before him, and relapsed
in his pose of imexhaustible pa-
tEsnce.

“Al we know about him 41
rectly,” Peter continued, uaper-
turbed by Andrews’ lack of inter-
est, “is that.he was subject to
violent shifts of moed—and he
seems 0 have had a tregblesome
temperament where the ladies are
concerned. I feel rather for
him on that score. He didn't seem
to have been able to keep away
from them, and they on their part
couldn’t say mo to him. That's
oﬁnthowﬂanmudhﬂ
type. There was Mrs, Everett her-
self, and her sister, and Mrs.
Coak's daughter—that we know
of. Rather embarrassingly num-
erous for Mr. Mortisofi. And he

as the Johnnileg
Pelor cGelivered
with an alderly sen-
tentiotisness which ecodsorted odd-

iy with his youthful counteg-
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'Fhu just described

| yond the Chilts we have

di to the south of the Colum-
'bi:,n.beﬂnntng with the Clatsops,
and running threugh the

E
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“The Chilts, who reside above
Point Lewis (the first high head-
land nerth ef Cape Disappeint-
ment, who are estimated at 700
souls, and 38 houses. Of this na-
tion we saw, ftraasiently, a few
among the Chinooks, from whom
they did not appear to differ. Be-
seen
| none of the nerthwast Indians,
and all that we learned consisted
of an enumeration of their names
and numbers,

‘““The nations next to the Chilts
are the Clamoitomish, 12 heuses
and 2090 souls,

“The Potoahees, 10 houses, 200

souls,

“The Pallsk, 10 houses, 200
souls,

“The Quinults, 60 houses, 1000
souls,

“The Calasthorte, 10 heuses,
200 souls.

“The Quinnechant, 2000 souls.”

T % %

Lewis and Clark were confused
about the rivers of the present
. Tillamook county soutk of the
Nehalem, They threw into ome
main river the Miami, Kilchis,
Wilson, Tillamook and Trask, 1f
not also the Nestucea, The In-
diane evidently told them that
they earried their beats from the
| upPer waters of one of these
rivers “over fo the Columbian
valley''—that is made a portage
(portage is frem a word which
meang to carry) ever the Coast
™ange., That meant that they
went up ome of the Tillamook
county rivers as far as they could
go with their boats, and then
carried their boats over to the
| boadwaters of the Yamhill, or
some other river, Probably they
did. The Indians of the lower and
upper Columbia and the Multno-
mah {(Willamette) valley were
great boatmen, Lewis and Clark
noted that they used mainly four
kinds of boats,

Pirst, a small one, about 15
fest long and carrying one or twe
persons. .

Second, 20 to 25 feet long,
carrying several persons.

Third, 30 to 35 feet long, ear-
| *¥ing 10 or 12 persons, but very
light and comvemient. It was car-
ried (portaged) with great ease
by four.

Fourth, & boat upwards of 50
feet long, capable of ocarrying
8000 to 10,000 pounds welight, or
from 20 to 30 persons, The Tilla-
mooks were among the experts
with this boat, Lewis and Clark
sald “t ;ﬂo with perfect safe-
e8t waves, and ven-
tare without the least concern in
Seas where other bhoats or sea-
men could not live an Instant.”™
All thess Indian boats were
—

made from single logs, generally
white cedar, With very poor tools,
the Isdiams were espert im muk-
ing them, und in adding towches
of art to &?-

followed the
as we have it pow. and the old
North Yamhill stage route,

. LT %%

Lewis aad Clark wrote a great
deal about the habits of the
coast Indians, s of others they
met on their lomg journey. The

the charms of the lady, and there-
fore gives sucn offence that, al-
though we Ball oocasionally Lo
treat the Indiama with rigour,
nothing seemed to irritate both
sexes more tham our refusal to
asccept the faveurs of fthe fo
males,” He gave some pathetie
instances.
T T %

On this head, Captain Clark
made some general remarks, as
follows: ““The treatment of
women is often considered as the
standard by which the moral qual-
itiegs of savages are to ba estim-
dted, Our own observations, how-
ever, induces us to think thal the
importance of the femals fn sav-
age life hag no necessary rela-
tlon to the virtues of the men,
but fs regulatéd wholly by their
capacity to be useful. The In-
diang whose treatmeént of the fe-
males 1= mildest, and wha pay
most deférence to thelr opinions,
are by no means the most dis-
tinguished for thelr virtues: nor
is this deference aAtténded by an
increase of attac t, = sinece
they are equally w with the

tute thelr wives te sirangers. On
the other hand, the tribes among
whom the women are T much
debased possegs the loftlest
sense of honor, the greatest liber-
ality, and all the good qualities
of which their situation demands
the exercizse. Where the women
can aid in procuring subsistence

for the tribe they are- treated
with more équality, and their im-
portance I8 propor to the

share which they take in that la-
bour; while in comatries where
subsistence s chiefly procured by
the exertiong 'of theé mén, the
womén are eonsidered and treat-
éd as burdeans,
U T
“Thuos, amoag the Claisops and
Chinooks, who live upon fish and
roots, whieh the women are
equally expert with the men In
procuring, the former have a
rank afd influence very rarely
found amoag Indians.” Captain
Clark remarked the equal expert-
ness of the women wiith the men
::M" these tribes in handling their

(There is ethin
this series to the discovery of the
Willamette river, beginning om
Tuesday).
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A solid brick i 16 2t
square at the 4 ft. square at
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Estimated 20 bricks to the cubie.
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