“

- ———

——ui

-

| | e Preans, with this

== after the war.

. - - E e A T mE——— =

PAGE 'rwo

R e =

 LANGUAGE AW
GROWa SEAIGUS

Belgian Unity Celebration is

Clouded by Disagreement
Reports Indicate

By EDWARD TRAUS

Assoeiated Press Correspondent

GHENT, Belginm —(AP)—At
the w moment when Belgium is
pre to celebrate the first
centenary of its political indepen-
dence by a double international
fair at Antwerp and Liege, the
capitals of the Flemish and Wal-
loon provinces, the language gques-
tion has come to the foreground
with a dangerous acuteness.

Both French and Flemish are
- recognized by the Belgian consti-
tution as “national” languages.

French was nationalized when
the Belgian provinces separated
from The Netherlands im 1830 be-
cause the Flemish langunage wis
used by the then Datch “oppres-
sors.” It was adopted, especially
by the intelligentsia who always
considered French the language
of the "smart” or “educated”™ peo-
ple in oppeosition to the Flemish
dialects used by the peasants and
artisans,

In the course of years, this led
to & social split among the Flem-
ings themselves and it may thus
rightly be said that the linguistic
question was originally a social
problem,

The Flemish extremists, in fact,
are not waging war on the French
language as such, but “betrayed
by the governing classes of the
Flemish population™ as they =ay,
“who favored the French language
rather than their own.” they ask
recognition of their native lan-
guage in all official departments
as well as in the army and in the
schools, from the primary grades
up through the universities. They
want Flemish to be the enly offi-
cial lJanguage in all French pro-
vinces.

During the war, readily sup-
ported by the German oOecuplers
wheé were prompt to discever the
political possibilities of the lam-
guage dispute, the Flemish ex-
tremist leaders made & definite
bid in behalf of their “disregard-
ed rights.” Under the guidance
of the Germans, these extremists
set up an independent government
calledq the ""Council of Flanders,”
and they might have gone further
and proclaimed a Free Flanders,
republic er kingdom, had not the
armistice stopped short this “sep-
aratist movement.”

The responsible exiremist lead-
erg fled for their lives, either to
Germany or to Holland and all of
them .were subsequently con-
demned, either to death or $o life
sentences by the Belgian govern-
ment after the war.

, Still, the linguistic question re-
mained unsolved. It was taken
up again, about three years ago,
by other Flemish leaders whose
loyaity te Belgium was wunchal-
lenged. They obtained, in behalf
of most of the “traiters™ a potit-
ical amnesty of which some of
them avalled themselves to start
afresh a campaign on behalf of an
“independeat” Flanders.

These extremists succeeded in
winning eleven seats from the
loyalist Flemings In the parlia-
mentary elections, and their
group, headed by Mr. Vos and sup-
ported by the only communist in
the House of Deputies, has
brought about & rather serious po-
litlcal sitmatiom.

Thf moderate Flemings under
the dership of Burgomaster
Van Lauwelaert of Antwerp, are
f{rying to persuade the govern-
ment to take the wind eunt of the
extremlists’ salls by conceding
their main eclaim, which is the
complete Flemingization of Ghent
university, which they consider as
the Walloon strongheid,

But, mest of the eanlightemed
Flemings, supported by the whole
French speaking part of the pop-
ulation, are opposed to such a
change in this center of Latin cul-
ture ., They have offered instead
to create an entirely new Flamish
university, either at Antwerp or
Ghent, in order to meet the wish-
es of the Flemish leaders aad
make it possible for those who
wish to do so, to follow the ecom-
plete courses of a university im
the Flemish language. All exist-
ing universities in Belgium —
Brussels, Louvain, Liege, .and
Ghent—are French institutions,

To this proposal, however, the
French leaders object, for reasons
of sentiment and préstige.’ 'l'hh
gives the linguistic ghestion iits
political touch, as the fight has’
centered upon transformation of
the university of Ghent and the
special technical schools amnezed |
to it, into an exclusive Flemish
institution.

The Flemish extremisis tll-t-1

en to interfere by démonstrations,
obstrpction afid ‘even more drastic:
m
of Belgium's independence,

less Ghent Inlnnlty is hanud
over to them unconditionally.

BIRTHS INGREASED

BY BOUNTY PLANG|

GENEVA (AP)~TUse of the
family allowante system fia
France and Belgium has sub-
stantially -inereased the birth

recelving
this ald, the Intermational Labor
Office has found.

Nearly five million workers are
affected In these two countries,
Under the scheme, supplementary
wages are paid to fathers,
amount being
to the number of children.

The plan came inte being in
almost all of Burope
It was regarded In
some coultries as a temporary
expedient to prevent serious pri-
vasion during mou}rnetln

In Central Europe t system

importance when

declined id

Workers, reporters and fire officials imspecting
the ruins of the Peunsylvamia Fireworks Coem-
pany factory at Deven, Pa., after & was ruined
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Dr, W, H, Lytle, state vettrln-
arian, uld that Oruon has at
lemst 10,000 wild Thorses with
nearly ali of them In the south-
eastern gection of the state, Lytle
said thmt the actua]l wild- horse
eensus of the western states will
never be taken and that only es-
timates can be made.

The most satisfactory way to
make an estimate, he said, Is to
count the wild horses geea in
known areas in various districts,
then determine the gverdge mum-
ber per sguare mile, mulitiplying
this by the grazing area, Lytle
explained. The method, while

considered the most nearly ae-

curate, it obviously liable to er-
ror in sounting stealthy and tim-
id animals.

California officials in this man-
ner estimated about 7,000 deer
in the Stamilaus Natiomal forest,
but when it became necessary to
kill thesp amimais five years age
because of hoof and mouth dis-
eage there proved to be more than
26.000. This is likely to be true
of the wild horses. It is believed,
however, that there are at least
10,000 wild horses in southeast-
era Oregoa, 15,000 ia morthera
Nevada, 8,000 in Washington, §,-
000 in Idako and 12,000 in Moa-
tana,

There is a growing demand, Ly-
tle said, that worthless wild
horses be disposed ef, since they
eat or destroy much of the fine
grass in the western states. It
is estimaied that one horse eats
one and ene fourth times as much
grass as a cow and six times as
much as gheep. Because they can
go much farther to water thaa

10,000 Wild Horses Are
Ranging Southeastern
Oregon Asser'ts Official

w

either gheep eor cattle they eat
the grass away froma these ani-
ullu. Ordinerily the would
be uted as cured winter fead whea
Slow water wenld be avaliable.

Some stockmen have suggested
bembing zirplanes be used to get
rid of the horses in certain ais-

almost impossible to get them
otherwise, Their idea, Wowever, is
not actually to slaughter the ani-
mals by bombs but to frighten
them out of the mowntains and
inte country where they ecam be
killed by more humane methods
or soid to horse mest concerms.
The demand for horses by meat
concerns is such that they deubt-
less would buy the animals sheuld
it prove possibie to round them
up. In event of the round uwp for
this purpose the animals would
help for four days to give anyone
opportunity to prove owmership.
If ownership was not prevea the
money would be paid by the pur-
chasers to the persems rounding
them up.

It was hoped by the Oregom
range ateckmen that dourine im-
fection would be diagnosed im
some of Oregon’s wild herses so
they would be ordered killed. Baut
59 far all blood test samples sub-
mitted by officials to Washington
have been free from the Infeetion.
Dourine is & social disease preva-
lent among animals.

We guarantiee satisfactory car-
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AMHERST, Mass —(&P)—Ar-
tificial clouds may now be used to
reduce forest fire hazards,

The experts of the Northeastern
Forest Experiment station, with
headquarters st Massachusetts
Agrieuitural eollege here, have
found that amy reduetion in sun-

shine intemsity reduces the fire-

hazard and by using eloth sersens

of various thicknesses artifieial

:osrm of cloudiness can be pre-
ueed.

Pau]l W. Btickel of the United
es forest service, attached te
station, has been comdncting

cxp-'lmm at the Harvard for-
est at Petersham.

Tests made in whitd pine duftf
—the needles and litter om the
ground In a white pime forest—

{showed that the rate at which the

duff dries out iz dependent onm
sunshine intemsfity.

Measurements made of the
moisture comtent, solar radiation
futensity and relative humlidity of
the various stations showed that
fully exposed duff was consist-
ently drier thaa that ol the ghad-
ed areas and the degree of hazard
under the cloudiest area was least.

For predicting fire hazards, Mr,
Stickel explained that by sum-
marizing the average ecloudineas
sinee the last rainfall a beiter de-

termination of its effect on the re-;

:;ction of fire hazard was pessi-

These studies also indlsated th01

role played by ground vegetation
ia reducing the danger from fire

and the importance of cut-
over lands elothed with growth as

early as possible,
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such a
lward in 1603 by
France and bhis

This
went so far as to gain the support
of Queea Elizabeth of England. |
1 EKnown as the “Grand Dessein
{Great Project), its suthorg de-
scribed it as “Laws and statutes
4 ealculated to cemeamt the wuniom
of all the members and -to main-

Europe was to be divided into
fifteen primecipal states, each to
send representatives to a couneil
in some cent{ral city, but not a
eapital. There the delegates were

senate to deliberats om affairs as
they arose, to occupy themselves
with discussing differgnt Inter-
ests, to pacily quarrels, to throw
Hght uw
political and religious saffairs of
Europe, whether intermad or for-
em.n

The decisions of this council

ocable and unchangeable deerees
48 being considered to emanate
fgpm the united authority of all
the sovereigns."

The first task in bringing about
this mueh to be desired state of
things, was to be g Wwar on Aus-
iria, for ealy when that kingdom
had beea split up, it was expected,
would gemeral peace prevah.

Queea Ellzabeth of England
was in favor of the plan, Suily,
Henry IV's
Loadon: -

‘I found her keeanly occupled
with the meang of bringing this
plan to gunccess ., ., . and she ap-
peared teo me not to doubt that

successfully, but she, wished,
however, it could be donme with-
out recourse to arms In the first
placea.”™

end of Heary's Iife and his pro-
Ject.

The gseed had been sown, how-

i

VA

AMERICA

ofbuym.

{0 be “comstantly assembled ag a.

and overses the civil,]

were to have ‘“the foree of frrev-

minister, wrote from |

the plan tould be ecarriad through.

l  The assassin’s knife was thel|’
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WHEN SETTRR AVUTOMOMILES ARE BUILY?

ever, and In 1623 the scholars

cussing a scheme put forward by
another Frenchman, Emerie
Cruce, which was reglly only a
slight modification of the Great
Project but extended it to Asia.
Cruce makes a criticism of his
owa plan which has & very mod-
ern ring about it:

“Suppose that peace Is gigned
today, and that it is published to

and diplomats of Europe were dis-

the whole world, how do we know
that posterity will ratify the arti-
cles?”” Cruce foreshadowed a sys-
tem of reprisals so that the ma-
jority of opinion should prevall.

Charles, Duke of Lorraine, In
1688, again tackled the problem,
He proposed a council of 12 mem-
bers, meeting once a week, Each
of the 13 countries who wera to
own Europe was te maintain a
member at this council for at

wag to be calculated on the es-
timated yearly value of the sev-

kind-hearted Quaker feit sure
that an effective get-together
plan would unite Europe In

brotherly love and banish cruel
war.

Abbe & Freanch
priest, in 1740, proposed a union
of kings of Europe, “That sover-
elgn who shall take up arms be-
fore the unmion has declared war
shall be declared an enemy of
the union and it shall make war

on him until he be dlsarmed—*
in his way of dealing with a ruler
who refuses to abide by common
rules. The couneil was to have 24
members and sit in a apeclally
created town to be known ag the
“City of Peace.™

Jean Jacques Rousseau, whose
teachings did so much to bring
about the Freach Revolution,
contributed a not very comvincing
essay on the “Union of the United
States of Europe.” As in most of
his writings, ths Innate goodness
of man was to work the miracle
of peace.

Immanuel Kant, the great Ger-
man philosopher, at the age o
71 brought forward a plan for a
“Permanent Congress of Nations. ™
He foresaw the republican form
of government {m every state as
the main hope of salvation and
peace for the TUnited States of

St. Pierre,

Europe,
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