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CHAPTER XLV.

“We've got bim all ricit,” gaid
Alan. “He'll agree. We're giv-
isg him & chamce to smash the
top-dog at his game and he won't
let that go by. You had better
start packing your things.™

Shirley went to obéy, but be-
fore she had finished packing she
heard Abramovel's voice.

“We’'ll agres to that, Mr. Bren-
naway,” she heard Abramove!
sa/, “but yom must leave your
wife .here until you come back.”

“Nothing delag!” snapped Alan.

“Be reasonable, Mr. Brenna-
way.” whined Abramovel. “They
don’t kmow you the same as I do.
They think you'll bring back the
troops—or maybe attack us with
the Serbians. We shan’t do your
wife any harm—1I1']] see to that.”

Shirley swept aside the cartaim
of sacking.

“That's perfectly fair, Mr.Ab-
ramovel,” she said, trying to keep
her voice steady. *“I agree. 1
will stay hers with you untfl my
husband comes back.”

“Shirley, you don't know what
you're talkimg about—*

“Yes, I do. They want a hos-
tage,” she interrupted. *“It's per-
fectly natural. 1 shall feel guite
safe under Mr. Abramovel's pro-
tection.” She turned to Abram-
ovel. “Just leave us alone for a
minnte, will yon?—it will be quite
a!l right.”

Abramovel zodded and left the
shack.

“It you hedge about this, Alan,
they'll think you really mean to
bring the troops back te ocapture
them. You'll simply have to coa-
aent.”

He stood over
down at her.

“Suppose 1I'm delayed—sauppose
I fall ill—suppose I'm killed be-
fore I can get back here?” he de-
manded.

) “We talked about all this
Vermont,” she sald quickly. “It's
coming true at last, Alan. Dida’t
yon think it would ecome true?
VWere you bluffing me?”

“Ne, but yeu are bluffing me™
Le rasped back. “In your own sub-
tie way you're bluffing me even
at this moment. You think that
because that fellow speaks Eng-
fisih and he’s leader of the gang,
you're absolutely safe with him.
I.at me tell you that your charm
will not wotk on him. . He's as
much a Macedemian as the rest of
the gang. It's elean beyond your
imagination that they should
amuse themeselves by torturing
you to death.”

She wineed at the hardness of
Lis wvoies. ) s

“Bluff you!” she echoed. “Whyr
srould I want te bluff Jou, Al-
an?” :

“What does it matier®" he chgl-
l-nged. "It you are not bluffing,
it only means that you are ready
tc be tortured to death in order
to put me im the wrong. You will
win, Shirley. 1 accept your offer.
You ecan remain here as & hos-
fage”

His words were meaningless te
Ler. Bhe had mo wish to put him
iz the wrong, beyond claiming
grom him the acknowlefigement
that when she sald she wished to
pay her debts, she had really
meant it. What was there to
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“win,” except that?

“I dom't understand all this
fuss,” she said wearily, “And be-
sides, it's only a matter of three
days.”

He was flinging his few person-
al possessions Into a kit-bag and
putting on a eoat.

Without a word to her he swung
out of the shack. She saw him
talking to Abramovel and then
stride on to the workshop where
his car was kept.

L ] - -

The New York ‘‘season”
once again im full swing. The
same small sectiom of society
thronged each other's drawing-
,rooms and, in faet, behaved ex-
actly as it had behaved a year be-
fore. No ome mentioned Shirley
because, for practical purposes of
social intercourse—they had for-
gotten her.

As for Roger Kelton—his do-
ings passed unrecorded with the
result that “‘no one"” knew that he
was about to leave the eity.

For the first few months after
Shirley had left him, Roger had
lived in a state of almost perpet-
nal fear lest his counter-stroke
in making Alan Brennaway co-
respondent with Shirley should
fail.

As the months passed and Alam
made no move to expose him the
fear gradually passed. By the
time he had obtalmed his deecree
nisi, he told himself that he. was
safe.

From his clients, he reckoned,
he had nothing to fear. As a re-
sult of his fremsied dealing in
Corte Bellas, he was some fifty
thousand dollars short oa his
trust aceount. That meant that if
all bis elients were simultaneous-
Iy to demand the returm of their
securities, he would go to pris-
on. But there was no reason what
ever to fear that his clients would
behave | msuch & manner.

He had told Alan Brennaway
that the credit of the firm was
higher than it had ever beeam be-
fore, and im this he was perfect-
Iy accurate. Provided that ke
could earn enough to pay the in-
terest on that missing fifty thou-
esand, it could remain missing in-
definitely without endangering
his positien,

It Alan Brennaway had in-
tended to strike, he would have
struck at onee. By the spring he
eyen dismissed Breamaway from
his thoughts. Then had come &
letter in Brennaway's handwrit-

The handwriting itself had
been a shock, but the letter had
been in the mnature of a reassur-
ance. '

“Dear Kelton—Regarding the
$1,250,000 in shares in Macedon-
fan Developments, which I held
as collateral security for a loan
of $500,000, I would be glad to
accept these shares in full settle-
ment of Fhe above debt. - <

“I think this method would be
more profitable to you—as it
would be more convenient to me
—than if I were to foreclose in
the ordinary way and offer the
shares in the opem market. Will
byou, therefore, kindly arrange the
traasfer at your very earnest com-
venience and notity my lawyer,
name and and address as munder.

wWas

Yours truly, Alan Brenpaway."”
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There had been no attempts to-
day of threatened retaiiatory -
breaks for the Watsonville riots.

WASHINGTON,
(AP) — It
Mitchell has his way, prohibition
enforcement officers will mot be
drinkers bui—t{o the conirary—

Volstead act.

MEXICO CITY, Jan.

DRY PROHIS WANTED
Jan, 28.
Attorney General

gon.

be simncere believers in the

PLANE CRASHES §

Kelton Bhanded ! (AP) — An' army plane was |dock
wrecked by a fall at Valbuena
field today.

e T
BATTERING AT GE

VANCOUVER, Wash., Jan. 28.
—{AP)—The United Siates coast
guard cutter Northland tomight
joined the cutter Redwing here
and both vessels were hammering
at the river ice mear the Inter-
state bridge in an effort to break
a chamnel to the river steamer N,
R. Lang, locked in the Columbia
a mile and a half above this city
for more than a week.

Previously the Nerthlamnd

cleared ice from the river at SL
Helens and Columbia City, Ore-

severs! trips up and down Wil-
lamette slough, freeing log rafis
from the grip of the ice so that
miils might resume operations.
The Redwing was to proceed to
Portland laier tonight and Com-

mander
Northland said his ship wonuld

its attempt to liberate tho Lang

tomorrow.
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AMOTS THAT N THE §
SHUMK OR POLECAT
D 111 REGARD 10
v PEOPLE KNOW
S THE INSECT HORLD

A1 TAIL BUTTERFUES EXUDE FOUL ODORS WHEN
iRl |  DISTURBED. FOR THIS REASON THEY HAVE BEEN
g bl bﬁmtofmt POLECATS OF THE INSECTS.

£ CATERPILLAR Of THE TIGER SHALLOW-TAIL

OF THE CATERPILLARS OF THE SHALLOW-

A SWALLOYY- TAIL AT DIrNER

SUGGESHHG EYES.

M. hog begrams Nyodnate I, Ln at Beaam nghls resenved

CAMOUFLAGES AS A SERPENT TO PROTECT
ITSELF FROM ITS ENEMIES. THE RINGS OF
ITS BODY JUST BACK OF THE HEAD ARE
SWOLLEN,AND:ON TOP OF THIS PROTUBER-
ANCE ARE Tri0 LARGE CIRCULAR MARKS

-
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“The Fruit of His Efforts”

I TRUST THAT GERTRUDE CAN FIND (72
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