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“Did you know 've vot machine guns here.” Abramovel?

CHAPTER XLIV.

“Look up that ridge.,” he told
her. “That's where they showed
themselves, They're riding away
now to ¢ome through the track
we made to_.get into the camp
from that end—that's where I in-
tended to have the machine-guns.
There’s another defile at the
west. T fell you, in this position
wa could cut off a whole force—
oh' what's the good of talking! 1
betted on their not coming so
spon,"

“Suppose Maurois sent them,”
sugzgested Shirley. “He knows a
lot of them, He may have passed

the word.”

“That’'s a bit of an idea,” he
agreed. “We'll :=ee, Here they
come."

As he spoke she saw the leader
come at a trot round the bend,
followed by hiz men,

“What will they do with us,
Aan?”

I don't know,. They may come

to terms—ibey may cut our
throats.”

The comitadji were riding
tarough the camp, making

s!raight for Alan’s shack.

“But we shan't be so poor by the
time we've done with you.’ ”

“And where the devil did you
pick up English?"" asked Alan
with a laugh.

“With the army,” said the man.
“I had six caiques during the war
—used to be up at headquarters
every day.”

The men, exhausted by their
riding through the mnight, had
tethered their horses and were
gquatting down, some of them
smoking.

“Well, now, what do you
think you're going to get out of
this?" Alan demanded. “I've got
about & thousand francs here. I
suppese you've got 50 men with
you, haven't you? That works out
at 20 franes apiece, assuming you
divide with them."

“That's worth having on ac-
count,” said the leader. “But
you're are a rich man, Mr. Bren-
naway. You can sign a check on
the Ottoman bank.”

In three years of daily dealing
with officers at headquarters, the
man had acquired a certain re-
spectfulness of manner which Al-
an was quick to notice. Shirley

“They're going to talk or they
would have shot at us by now.,”

tie told her. “Evervthing depends |

vn how the talk goes.”

The men, in every description
of dress from Greek to shabby
European, now filled the elearing
“in front of the shack and were
dismounting, >

“Just what I thought,” said Al-
an. “'It's sheer poverty that drives
them into this game for the most
part. Look at those horses—and
the men themselves look as if
they were satarving."”

He had spoken within hearing
of the leader, who was advancing
upon them.

“You're quite right there, MNr.

gaw him glancing critically at
!the members of the gang.

“What's your name?” he rap-
ped out.

“Andreas Abramovel."

“Well, Abramovel, you seem to
have dealt with my countrymen
and you know we aren't quite
fools. If I buy you off with a
check, there's nothing to prevent
you ecoming here tomorrow for
another."

‘““I've got the men here, Mr.
Brennaway. That's what they're
here for—they've got to have
something or I can't get them
away."”

“I'm mot going to pay you to
go—but I'll tell you what I'll do

Brennaway,” said the leader.

—1I'll pay you to stay,” sald Alan,
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“You've earned regular money
before mow and you kmow it
works out mueh better than this
bandit game. I'm paying my gang
ten francs a day and all their
food—as much food as they ecan
eat.

“I'll pay your fellows just the

same for working with the gang | acce

—and I'll give them anather ten
francs a day to stay by with their
rifles and keep off any other
bands of eomitadjl that turn up.
You'll draw double that as leader,
and there will be a bonus on the
amount of work done, and special
larrangements it there's any fight-
ns..l

Abramovel gasped with aston-
ishment at the offer,

“Just get this at the back of
your head,” said Alan impres-
sively, “During the war you fel-
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w1 us? You'll go back to the game, Get along

hiaving the best time of your
lives. Well, here's a chance to do
the same again. - You do your
work properly here—and I can

give you all employment—year in |

and year out.

“I'll build houses for you and
you can make your own villages,
and there will always be pleaty
of food. Just go and talk it over
with your friends. Come along,
Shirley, we'll leave them.”

She went back {mto the shack
and he followed her. He dropped
into a chair and lit his pipe.

“Alan, that was splendid!"" she
exclaimed. “Do you think they’ll
t?”

“I don't know,” he answered.
“It depends on what kind of dis-
cipline they have. We've got that
leader, all right. Judging® by the
look of him, he's trying to talk
them over already.”

“If they don't?" she suggested.

“If they don't I shall give in
to their terms—because you are
here,” he answered savagely.

For half an hour they waited,
then the leader came towards the
shack,

“It's no good, Mr. Brennaway,”
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- BY ROY VICKE

sharply.
would It do you to
get that thousand francs and no
more—that’s only one day’s mon-
.,._—__u

*“That's all right, sir,” cut im
Abramowel. “But your offer
wouldn't last more than a week.
There's Stephanos—he’'s got a
hundred men—more than that,
maybe—and they're all well arm-
ed. And he'll be aleng hers as
soon a8 he's assembled—eall it
& week.”

For a moment Alan was silent,
and then:

“Did you know I've got machine
guns here, Abramovel?”

“No, sir.”

“Well, I have. And I've got
some army pattern rifles—and in
three days I shall have more, and
any amount of ammuunition and
—round about 50 Serbians who
will fight under your orders and
mine. You've had a good look at
this place, I daresay, and you
know perfectly well that if I had
had a dozen armed men here I
could have kept you off.

we could not only keep Stephan-
os off—we could cut him off and

“With a hundred of us here

and talk that over, If you agree,
we'll get down to Salonlka this
morning and be back hers In
three days with the men and the
arms."”

“Right you are, Mr., Brenna-

way!” said Abrimovel eagerly

and hurried back to his followers.
(To be continued tomorrow.)

Local Pastor
Takes Trip to
Los Angeles

Rev. M. C. Clarke, 1165 North
Winter, district elder of the Free
Methodist churches in Oregon,
left last night for Los Angeles,
where he will give a number of
addresses at the southern Calif-
ornia conference missionary con-
véhtion of the church.

| While on this trip, the minister
will dedicate one of the chains
of Mexican missions opened By
this church. He will be absent
about two weeks,

DENIED IN FUTURE

By D. HAROLD OLIVER
Press Staff Writer

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 (AP)
An amendment to the tariff bill
which would deny the “courtesy
of the port” and other special
privileges now granted to sepators
and representatives and other
high government officials return-
ing from foreigm countries was
! adopted today by the senate.

The proposal, offered by BSen-
ator Harrison, democrat, Mississ-
ippi, provides that “no courtesy
of the port, free entry, or special
privileges or preferences imn ex-
amination of merchandise or bag-
gage shall hereafter be extended
to any person whomsoever who is
subject to payment of customs
duties.”

Although not mow the low, it
has been the custom of the treas-
ury tepartment to grant such

privileges to returning members

amination procéss and does mot
exempt the baggage from inspec-
tion, but charges have been made
in recent months that the court-
esy has been abused.

As adopted, the amendment
would mot apply to members of
the diplomatic corps. In DPropos-
ing it, Harrison said he watmed it
to “apply to officers of the gov-
ernment in high places as well a8
those in ordinary life.

“I am not sure but what it
ought to be enacted Into law®”
said Senator Fess, republican,
Ohio, the only other senator to
comment on the proposal.

The question came up in con-
néction with an effort by Semnalor
Counzens. Republican, Michigan, to
have eliminated from the Dbill &
gection already in existing law,
which permits returning Ameri-
can tourists to bring in goods val-
ued at not more than $100 free of
duty.
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Commercial fliers in Alaska
operate between points where on
a single hop ‘there is a variation
of as much as an hour‘in the daily

“TELLING TOMMY”

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS.

ORYING MANILA HEMP FIBER,

WHAT ROPES
ARE MADE OF,
BETTY?

length of daylight.
By PIM
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“The Horrible Example” By CLIFF STERRETI)

GEE WHIZ, THAT VEBBE IT6 JESS ‘CAUSE SHE e
BRAT BURNS ME zﬁ?rﬁ WANNA GROW LP TBE AN' Y'CANT
P! SHE JESS LIKE HER MAMA —

HATE HER,
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“A Real’ Executive”

By RUSS WESTOVER
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By BEN BATSFORD

UNCLE PADDY'LL HAVE ALL THE
CoPS Loowii' FoR ME—IF I'M
CAUGHT (T'LL MEAN T'LL HAE
® Go BACK T MRS, MBANY'S




