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The Business of Auto Retailing

E wonder if there is any business where the p::onﬁse of

quick profits is more alluring and the realization more
Alisappointing than in the automobile retailing business.
is bad enough among manufacturers of cars, but conditions
are worse among the retailers. Changes of models, tl:ade-ins,
dumping of cars by manufacturers, price-cuts, shifts in popu-
lar fancy all work against steady profits in motor car retail-
ing. The boys who are in the game say that is what makes
it interesting, they never can tell from one day to the next
‘what is going to happen. '

The set-up makes it hard for the automobile dealer. The
manufacturers sign him up for a certain quota of cars which
he must take or lose his franchise; next year the sales. man-
ager comes out from the factory, calls.a wheopee meefing of
the dealers in Portland at a big hotel, shows pictures of the
new knock-out model, and signs the boys up for a fifty per
cent bigger quota. The dealer comes home and starts dig-
ging. The cars keep rolling in from the factory. If they
don’t roll eut fast enough he gets caught. Then he starts
bidding upon used hacks so as to move his new stuff. Qungk—
Iy he finds that instead of selling cars he has been buying
them and has a warehouse full of spavined heaps yearning
for the motor graveyard. - o

Or again the factory may decide to change its line of
cars. The price is slashed on the cars in stock on which the
dealer takes his loss, then he is out of merchandise for
months while the factory gets into production. In the case
of Ford the dealers were almost out of business for two
years. Car buying psychology is a fickle thing. One time it
runs to Pontiacs, another time to Hupps or again to Chevro-
lets. The same way in the bigger cars—Nash and Buick. and
Studebaker and Chrysler. There is the zest of con_lpetltlon
in the business to be sure; but the mortality rate is heavy
among the dealers,

The president of Willys-Overland has announced a new
policy by that company. They are not going to step up their
production this year, instead will continue at present levels.
President Miller of that organization thinks the old program
of increasing manufacturing schedll_u each year threatens
to overwhelm the whole industry with disaster.

The writer has seen retailer after retailer of automobiles
retire from the automobile business and mighty few of them
got out whole. Some of course didn’t get started right in the
first place; but in the majority of cases it was the fiercely
competitive conditions of the business which prevented them
from succeeding. For automobile retailing to become a real-
ly healthy and stable industry there will have to be changes
of policy on the part of many manufacturers, and change of
policy respecting taking used cars in trade on the part of
the dealers themselves.

Marion County Club Work

club work which has been earried on in Marion county
under the rural school supervisor in the county superin-
tendent’s office faces suspension becsuse of lack of funds.
Faced with need for additional clerieal hire in the office to
care for the work, the county superintendent sought aid from
Jihe state college extension service which has funds for car-
rying on club work. The interview of Mrs. Fulkerson stat-
ing that the extension service would not come through with
any money was correct, but it failed to state why money
would not be appropriated to Marion county when it is being
spent In other counties.
| The reason for it is in the wording of the laws under
which this money is appropriated. Under the state law
where a county votes money to be expended cooperatively
with the extension service of the college in azricult_ural or
home economics demonstration work, then the extension ser-
viece will appropriate from its funds derived jeintly from
federal and state funds and carry on the work in the county
which cooperates. Marion county has made mo such appro-
priation. Consequently this county has no coumty agent; it
has. no club leader; it has no home economics worker. The
county superintendent’s office has tried to fill the gap in
sponsoring club work; but that does not comply with the
terms of the law under which the money may be supplied
by the extension service. )
Marion county ought to have a % nt. Very few
counties which have tried out such an ve abandoned
it. 'The county court would do well to include in its 1930
budget an appropriation for cooperation with the state col-
lege to cover work of a county agent and a county club lead-
er.  The club work ought not to be abandoned, and if the
court is progressive as in 29 other counties in the state, it
will provide its share of funds to carry the work f 3

Yakima Considers Manager Plan

"AKIMA is voting on a city manager plan of government.
.Not that Yakima has had any pelitical eruption or cor-
ruption so far as the record discloses, but because some folk
t the nineteenth century model ought to be replaced with

a 1880 machine for running eity affairs. The Yakima Re-

puljlic makes this comment about the campaign over the
change in the charter: ‘

: That really isn’'t very surprising. Comparatively few

are interested in government in.this country except

on ions where their pet prejudices of religion or their

priyate business interests are involved. We prate about pop-

Eigomment and then fail even to vote when the elec-

are held. K takes thundering from the pulpits, col-
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A remarkable memory:
" % %

The Bits man has been trying
to plece together the events con-
nected with the visit of the fa-

when he attended the second an-
nual Oregon conference of the
Methedist church, held in the
Belknap BSettlement in Benton

county,
= % %

Valuable aild has been render-
ed in the gathering of photo-
graphs and materials by Hon. R.
J. Nichols, born in that year in
that settlement, and living there
ever since, Of eourse, hiz mem-
ory does not extend batk to the
events of the great bishop’'s visit,
76 years ago, but his recoliections
of the talks he heard by those
who were there and attended the
meetings and heard the addresses
are yet fresh,

% % %

Mr. Nichols was 11 when
President Abraham Lincoln was
assassinated, on April 14, 18868.
Blshop Simpson delivered the fun-
eral oration at the tomb of Lin-
coln, at Springlield, Ilinois, fol-
lowing the procession of mourn-
ing from the nation’s capital with
the body of the martyred presi-
dent. The closing words of Lhat
funeral oration have been held In
the memory of Mr. Nichols for all
the more than 64 years since they
were uttered and carried in the
public prints of the day. In a
letter of a few days ago to the
Bits man, written in long hand,
Mr, Nichols quoled correctly most
of the words—all of the begin-
ning sentences, and the closing
ane. The last paragraph of the
oration was in full as follows:

% % %

“Chieftain, farewell! The na-
tion mourng thee, Mothers shall
teach thy name to their lisping
children., The youth of our land
shall emulate thy virtues. States-
men shall study thy record, and
from it Jéarn lessons of wisdom.
Mute thotgh thy lips be, yet they
still speak. Hushed s thy volee,
but its echoes of liberty are ring-
ing thromgh the world, and the
sons of bondage listen with jov.
‘Thou didst fall not for thyself.
‘The assassin had no hate for thee,
Our hearts were almed at: our
national 1life was sought, We
crown thee as eur martyr, and
Hamanity enthromes thee as her
triumphant son, Here, martyr,
friend, farewell.” oo

e I

Bishop Simpson was a great
friend of Lincoln. The renowned
church leader saw more clearly
than most men of his day the im-

struggie, and drew back
rom it with greater horror and
shuddering than the average
American. He deplored war, hut
he felt the Impossibility of com-
promise on the Issues that led to

mous Bishop Simpson im 1854,

BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

R

to the conflict. The unwisdom of
proposals lgoking ta compromise
he say clearly, too,

" % %

But after the war was on, Blsh-
op Simpson was the most power-
ful orator of the natien, and the
most persistent and vigorous, In
urging its pProsecution to final
victory that would bring lasting
peéace and a reunfted tmion. In
60 cities throughout the northern

states he delivered his great war
:peech. “The Future of Our Coun-
ry.’l
- % 5
In this address, that brought

every member of great listenimg
throngs to his or her feet, shout-
ing or weeping, he held there
were but four possible issues eof
the war: 1, The nstlon might be
destroyed and placed under the
control of a forelgn power. 2.
The nation might be divided into
two or more confederacies, 8.
The south might win and south-
ern ideas and principles be estab-
lished throughout the ecountry. 4.
The nation might emerge from
the conflict purer, stronger, and
more glorious th:.n ever before,
5

There was no apeech of the
period that compared with it; no
orator of his day who had any-
thing like his hold upom his hear-
ers, He offen substitpted for Lin-
coln in public sddresses. He was
everywhers in the work of the
men and women of the nation im
supporting the arms of the north;
in caring for the sick and wound-
ed soldiers, in building hospitals,
in raising such sums of money for
all these purposes as the world
up to that time had never seem
contributed for such needs.

T % %

Bishop Simpson was much with
President Lincoln and members
of his war cabinet. He was with
the president at the time of deci-
slon concerning his emancipation
prociamation, Lincoln said:
“Bishop, I have always stood
againsf the extension of slavery
#to new territory, but have maia-
fdined that the comstitution pre-
tects the institution where it now
exists. Any inferférence with the
right of property in slaves would
be unconstitutional.”

%

" %

Bishop Bimpson replied: *“We
are doing many things now that
in peace time would be unconsti-
tational, For instance, we are
shooting down American citizens.
The constitution gives them life,
liberty, and the pewrsuit of happi-
ness, When the constitution is
imperiled and a rebellion iz on,
the firet right the constitution has
is self-preservation; and if grant-
ing freedom to the slaves would
help to preserve the coastitution,
I care not whether the act goes

over the constitution, or around

'the constitution, or under the

A Cinder Travesty
We see by our morning paper
That our cinders will soon be gone:
What shall we do without them,
These “Friends” who've been with

No more shall our eyes be smarting,
And our mouths be filled with grit;

Our clothes plastered with sooty spots,
Until we nearly fall in a fit.

us so long?

LS

constitution, or ¢through the con-

stitution, 1If it will preserve the

constitution, it is constitutional”
T % %

“Then, Bishop, you believe hat
emancipation, though unconstitu-
tional in peace time, could be jus-
tified as & war measure?’” asked
Linceln. “Precisely,” replied
Bishop B8impson, *“justified and
necessaAry,” Concluded Lincoln:
“I will do this thing at the ear-
liest pacticable moment.”

T % %

Bishop Simpson was the great-
est religious orator of his day,
and one of the greatest preachers
of all time, Not attractive in ap-
pearance, careless and plain in
hig dress, tall, ungainly and timid
in his actions, when he warmed
to his subject he seemed to be-
come inspired, and his hearets
lost all control of themsalves and
Wwere ag puppets moved by his
mighty hand., He had the genius
of oratory that the world has
Eiven to few; llke that described
by Shakespeare in Mark Antony.

. % 4%

Is it any wonder thal the peo-
Ple of the Belknap Settlement, in
the backwoods of early Oregon,
were brought to their feet and
prostrated to their knees by this
mean, arriving in their midst be-
spattered with mud from his long
journey om horseback? Is it
strange that the leadlng woman
of the settlement should say his
words were ringing in her ears
and singing in her heart B0 years
after they wers uttered?

% % %

This man walked intp Balem,
his tired horse given out, on Sat-
urday, April 25, on his way from
the conference session in the log
school house in the Belknap Bet-
tlement,

- L ] ®

His mala sermon in the log
achool house of the Belknap Set-
tiement was the same one he af-
derwards preached to the largest
sudience of hat kind uwp to that
time ever congregated in Eng-
land, in which the leading think-
ers of Europe were present, What
was good enough for the pioneers
in their homespun in the begin-
niag days of elvilimation in Ore-
gon,

Old Oregon’s
Yesterdays

Town Talks from The Btates-
man Our Fathers Read

Oectober 20, 1904

An exhibition-of fing amateur
photography has been arranged
at the residence of Mrs. Claud
Gateh, The pictures are seat out
in what i ¥nown as the “Salonm
portfelios” undeér a scheme orig-
insted by Curtiss Bell of the Met-
ropolitan camtera club of New
York. Iavited contributors parti-
cipating in Oregon ipelude only
Portland persons and Mrs, Gatch
of this city. 4

The republicans have finally de-
clded upom November 1 as the
day for their grand whoop-up in
honor of Roosevelt and Fairbanks.
A street parade with ' bands,
flambeaux and other infernal ma-
chineg to make noise will be in

the line of the night spectacie,

Governor Z, F, Moody is mak.
ing some repairs to the fromt of
his handsome residence om the
=corner of Winter and Court
sireets. A new aand enlarged por-
tico is to add teo the beauty of the
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Lay Sermons

—

SAYINGS AND BOOKS

“And all these sayings were nolsed
about throughout all she. hill countey of
Judea."" Luke 1:65.

Such is the origin of Bibles and
great epic poems and literatures
of primitive peoples. There is the
“nofsing about” from mouth to
mouth in hill country and on the
plains. Job sits at the door of his
tent and hears the gossip of dis-
tant Bedouin shisks through the
travelers of the desert who come
his way. A Greek professor in
Alexandria hears from a neighbor-
ing Jew about some new and
unique teacher In Jerusalem who
ran foul of the priests and was
executed on the cross. Miriam’s
song of victory is sung ia many
villages and at many camps, car-
ried by vagrant troubadours.

“When 'Omer smote ‘iz bloom-

in® lyre,

'E'd -'eard men sing on land
and sea,

And what "e thought ‘e might
require,

'H went and took the same as

me.l.

Bo Kipling described the plag-
iarism of Homer, who caught up
the verses of Greek tradition and
gave them permanence and his
Oown name as author.

The Hebrew Bible represents

the final setting down in litera-
tury form of the sayings and the
stories of the Hebrew people. For

instance, mothing was written of
the gospels until toward the end
of the first century. Mark was
the first gospel written, and it
was in part derived from an ear-
lier work on the savings of Jesus.
The gospel of John, the last to
be written, had the earlier gospels
and the traditions as source ma-
terial,

Folk have been slow in learn-
ing the truth about the composi-
tion of the Bible., To many it has
been an object of worship, an idol
almost, “very God of very God..
Piligent inquiry has disclosed how
the Bible is a growth, how it kas
been altered by zealous redactors
and translators. There is of
course no original manuscript of
either the old or new testament.
Our oldest copies of the old testa-
ment are in Greek and not He-
brew which was presumabl, the
original language in which it was
written.

Protestants replaced the doe-
trine of an inerrant persom with
that of an inerrgnt book, and bib-
iolatory resulted. As they have
learned that the Bible itself is not

o be studied as the metting down
of the spiritual experiemces of a
profoundly religlous people, they
have found mew revelations of

truth. They have seen the strug-
gles of a nation and of individual
souls; they have seen the evolu-
tion of religious ideas from thae
crude pugnacity of the early Is-
realites to the fine philosophic
idealism of Christ and his follow-
ers,

The noising about of sayings—
how many, many of them were
lost and never eaught in the per-
manent form of the written o
printed word. Trusted to the mem-
ory and the speech, the sayings
died as soon as they were uttered
save for the few that were prr_\:
served in psalm or proverb or pro.
phecy or history. Sometimes ip
reading the Bible one might let
his mind drift to those far-ofg
days when these things were real-
ly being said “throughout all the
hill country of Judea,” he might
picture the characters in the dia-
logue, and reflect too on the
words which perished.

THUG VERY POLITE

PORTLAND, Ore., Oct. 19, —
(AP)—E. W, Calkins, service sta<
tion operator, was knocked uncon-
scious and robbed here early to-
day by a “polite” thug who greet-
ed him with a cheery ‘‘good morn-
ing" them slugged him with a

someihing to be worshipped but

blackjack., Calkins told police he
lost $109.
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wide selection.
blue, green, red and
mecha, yd. ...

dark this year instead
of light, yd.

IN DRESS materials too, there’s a

Poiret Twills, the finest weave that
we have ever shown. The colors are

$3.75

Wool Challies, all the patterns are

One of the prides of

being shown.

materials

or for trimming,

54 inch Velour, in

98¢

88 inch flannels for children’s

est materials out,
yard

98¢

dresses, in plain colors,

| ynrd. ............ _-
40 inch weel
georgette

54 inch sik and wool
stripes and plaids of
tweed mixtures, yd. ...

$1.98
$2.98

finish, brown and

y

oufl sets,

& [he Charm of a
Coat or Dress

——the making of which you su-

pervised is enhanced by materials
from KAFOURY BROS.

Is its department of ready-to-make yard goods.
Here are described only a few of the numbers now

FOR COATS—there's no limit to the

54 inch Astrachan, for children's coats,
VAPR ccoomsiiccociois

fine in textare, yard .. $1.99

54 inch Flannel Coating, light-
weight and pretty, yd. ... ...
smartly popular colors, yd. ...
Mixed Tweed Coatings, these are the new-
Broadcloth, in the eelebrated Kitten's Ear
colors, yd. $495 and ... ..

Fur trim in Fitch, black and brown, widiths from
one to six inches, and also made up In collar and

this famous store for women

$2.95
$2.98

a number of

$3.75 ||

fescsssssssnsmsmemansnrnn

black are the

$6.50

QUARTERLIES ARE ON HAND FOR YOUR SELECTION OF PATTERNS

THREE STORES
TO SERVA
YOU

PORTLAND
BALEM
EUGENE

——— ————— e —
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nationally known uibrhgcipu-‘
 yle anthority, and persomal :
of the EARN TAILORING COMPANY of
INDIANAPOLIS svill Present at this store an wnusud)

i | ‘lailoring Exhibit
> =2

KAHN Made-to-Moasure CLOTHES

featuring the latest Styles and

Bxclusive Woolens for
FALL & WINTER

1929-30

g

[ On Ocober 23nd and 2485 ]
You are Cordially Invited

20 consals sbe Kaba expert in matters of correst

l - dres, and bove bim personally

clotbes 9o youw Jndividesl
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ALEX JONES,JR. |
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