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Flax Fiber Expansion Should Be Slow.

A sensible word of caution was spoken by Henry Craw-
ford at the luncheon of the Chamber of Commerce Mon-
day with respect to the expansion of the flax ‘and linen in-
, Qustry in the Willamette valley. It has been demonstrated
that flax may be grown here successfully and profitably.
The prison plant has demonstrated that this flax may be
retted and scutched and sold at a profit. The American
markets can readily absorb all the flax and fibre which the
Willamette valley is likely to grow. The trouble will not be

with the market, but with the proper growing and process-
Ing of the fibre. :

Flax culture and processing is highly technical. Col-
Bartram has rightly insisted on rigid standards right into the
fields. He refuses to renew contracts where crop rotation
is not practiced. He requires clean cultivation of the fields
80 there will be freedom from weeds. The colonel has enough
strength of character to impress this on the growers, and
even then some of them grumble.

What would happen if there were a sudden and uncon-
trolled expansion of growing of fibre flax in the valley and

* establishment of retting and scutching plants? First a lot

- of farmers would jump into it without proper understanding
of how to handie the crop and some without willingness to
follow the best farming practice. Second, retting and scutch-
ing are highly technical, and no plants should be established
without making sure of having competent skilled men to
handie these processes,

Even yet one of the local mills has te import some of its

uirements of fibre because it has not been able to get a

rge enough quantity of the grade demanded locally. It will

supplied in time as the quality of the flax improves and
the skill in processing as well.

We do not want to repeat with the flax industry what
happened to the loganberry industry. The marketing of a
poor product from poorly manned plants would do as much to
kill the market for Oregon flax fibre as occurred with the
marketing of poor loganberry products injured the logan-
berry industry.

The Statesman does not wish to be misunderstood. We
eonfidently believe that the flax and linen industry offers
probably the greatest opportunity for agricultural and indus-
trial development in the valley of any that now appear. Pre-
cisely because we want that development to be sound and en-
during and permanently profitable, we approve of Mr. Craw-
ford’s advice to make haste slowly in its expansion.

There is one division of flax against which this warning
does not apply, and that is flax-seed production. Farmers
can grow flax for linseed oil purposes here very successfully-
There is a fine market for the seed in Portland and the price
this year has been very high, well over $3.00 a bushel. It is
handled just like a grain crop, the straw being merely thresh-
ed and the seed shipped. While not so profitable as fibre
flax, which yields fibre as well as seed, it is a good-paying
crop, and one the expansion of which would not be attended
with quite the hazards of the fibre flax industry.

Premier MacDonald Departs
AMSAY MacDONALD goes home having accomplished
s whatever it was he came to Washington to accomplish.
Just exactly what was agreed to between Hoover and Mac-
Donald was not brought out, save that they agreed there
;‘hhould be another conference in London in a few months.
e sociabilities of the meeting were properly carried out
and the banquets and the speeches were in fine taste. The
British premier has won the goodwill of America.

But as he departs we can’t help but wonder just what it
was all about. Has everything, or anything been settled on
the question of naval parity, on the question of just how
many and what cruisers each eountry is to build, on the ques-
tion of the freedom of the seas? All that has been told the
public is the rather indefinite assurance that an agreement
was just about to be reached. That is important if true.’

Perhaps the MacDonald visit was not designed to be
more than a dramatic appearance, a gesture of friendliness.
The premier may be imitating the great Henry VIII who
crossed the channel and showed the king of France on the
field of the cloth of gold the wealth and puissance of Brit-
ain’s king. Only came with another gesture in
view, to reassure the American people that Britain genuine-

ly seeks international accord and not only with
United States, but as the premier said in his New York
, with other as well.

cousing do well to cultivate each other’s acquaint-

to test each other’s hospitality, From that t

e visit of Mr. MacDonald was a great success in spite of the
paucity of signed and sealed parchment yielded by his visit.

Charges Prove A Dud.

“Now comes George Joseph demanding that his arch.ememy,
Thomas Mannix, be disbarred by the Multnomah County Bar asso-
clation, It wasn’t many months ago that Mannix demanded of the
same body that Joseph be disbarred. The conviction is beimg forced
upon us that the legal fraternity of the stats would not sulfer greatly
and might benefit somewhat if each of these feudists were allowed to
pasa sentence upon the other.” '

The above from the Astoria Budget is typical of the
reaction which is observed in the editorials of the state press,
following the charges of George W. Joseph against Justice
McBride. Most of the lawyers and editors of the state would

fu:iree with the Budget's solution of the Joseph-
eud.
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Unnable to understand each other's Ianguage, but joined by the common bond of aviation, the SBoviet airmen and Commandant Johm D.
Price of the Sand Point Naval Air Station, Sesttle, were immediately fast friends.

The Russian plane is showmn in the background.
From left to right: Dmitry V. Rufsev, 8. A. Shestakov, Commandant Johm D. Price, Boris V. Sterlingov, and Philip E. Bolotov.

struction accumulated bto: of
d not to mention cobwe

'I.Jtl‘eﬂt. w V. C. “h‘m.
the ship's estimated that
one tom of from the top of the
ship alome would be blown away
by Monday wheam her tris flight
is scheduled.

The R-101 is a floating apart-
ment house: Telephones jingle,
“the folks upstairs” are heard
talking, there is hard walking
back and forth in the numerous
rooms concealed imside the bag,
and even coversations in various
parts of the ship can be plainly
heard. The ply wood floors of the
two ger decks apparently
serve as sounding boards.

| BREAK BETWEEN 2
OFFICIALS 13 SEEN

LOS ANGELES, Oct, 14.—(AP)
—An open break betweem District
Attorney Burton Fitts of Los An-
geles county and District Attor-
ney Stephen Connell, of San Die-
go county, came today as an after-
math of events connected with the
appearance of Jay Sheridan as a
stiate's witness in the trial of Al-
exander T. Pantages, multi-mil-
lionaire, on a statutory charge.

Sheridan who lives in San Die-
go, testified here that Pantages
endeavored to purchase perjured
testimony from him ecalculated to
blacken the charhcter of Eunice
Pringle, 17-year-old dancer, and
aceuser of the vaudeville mag-
nate. When Sheridan returned to
San Diego, he was taken to court
for arraignment on a bad check
charge. The arraignmént was post-
poned, but Sheridan was lodged in
jail as the result of failure to raise
$10,000 bafl. His bond previously
had been $2,600.

Fitts over the long distance tel-
ephone accused Connell of failure
to cooperate with L.os Angeles au-
thorities, and of being influenced
by Interesis friendly to Pantages
to seek a higher bond.

HORSE SHOW OPENS
BEFORE BIG CROWD

SEATTLE, Oct. 14.—(AP)—
Before what was declared to be
the largest crowd ever to aitend
an affair of its kind on the Pacific
coast the second annual Seattle In-
ternational horse show opened in
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Many beauty spots:
" % %

Are found in the country sur-
rounding Silem, af numerous
thrifty and prosperous appearing
sections. Comparisons are all
but invidious — Mrs. Malaprop
would say ‘“‘odorous.”

= %%

But with an excuse of lack of
space to mention in this Issue
more than one of them, the Bits
man would call the attemtion of
the reader to the Spring Valley
section, and more especially the
fringe of hills that surrounds that
fruitful valley on the south, west
and north,

% % %

Take the Wallace road by turn-
ing to the right after crossing the
Willamette bridge at the foot of
center street, Follow that high-
way till it turns off to the left
ag you reachk the Wallace lamd.
Follow that road westward to the
Brush College picnic ground. A
stop there will repay any lover of
sylvan beauty. Take a drink of
pure water at the spring that has
no bottom. Then follow on past
the Brush College, which is mere-
ly the name of the fine public
school house of the district. Fol-
low on keeping slightly to the
right, through woodlands that are
ia a state of nature, to the top
of the hill, from which you will
get a long to be remembered view
of the broad expanses of Spring
valley.

s b

s

Pursue the road northwestward
past the Henry farm, and the
Crawford farm, amd the eothers.
Follow on around the range of
hills morthward, and thea morth-
eastward, till you reach the read
where it has three forks, one lead-
ing to the right to Salem, one to
the left towards Hopewell and Mc-
Mingville, and the other going
between the two last named to-
wards the Wheatland ferry; the
latter ‘being the river road on the
west side of the Willamette,

: T % %

In that stretch among the hills
that fringe Spring valley you will
see more evidences of thrift and
general prosperity than you will
find in most like siretches of
country in the Willamette valley.
The farms and orchards are gen-
erally well tended., The dwellings
are commodious and comfortable
appearing, and they are gemerally
surrounded with greem lawns
fringer and adorned with flowers
and shrubs.

% % 5%

The roads are not paved, but
they are graveled and smooth.
There is a home like air about
the farms. There are good barns,
and fine cows and many flocks of
You pass what was once
Zena postoffice. Like most
such neighborhoods, rural free de-
livary has taken the placs of the

There are

‘.
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BITS for BREAKFAST

By R. J. HENDRICKS

-

ture in the state. And you will

‘agree that the trip is well worthy

of the exploitation of the Salem
chamber of commerce. It is like-
ly that not miore than one in 50 of
the people of S8alem has ever been
over that road. If any one goes,
on aceount of having read these
lines, he will be thankful for hav-
ing his attention thus called to
one of Oregon’s beauty spots.
" %

The Portland Oregonian of last

Saturday, under the heading, “To

Prevent Prison Outbreaks,”” had
the following on its editorial
page: .

“A reader and friend of

the Oregonian offers what ap-
peals to us as a practical, hu-
mane and relatively imexpensive
means of protection agaimst oc-
currences such as that which
darkened the record of Celorado’'s
state pemitentiary the other day.
QOur coantributor would take a leaf
from the book of the world war,
but with suitable modifications,
and would combine it with a de-
vice long employed to protect in-
dustrial establishments against
fire. Im brief, he would pipe the
prison bulldings somewhat as
sprinkler systems are installed in
factories, and he would connect
the pipes with a central station
from which tear gas, non-fatal
but incapacitating could be de-
livered under pressure at the will
of the operator. The sole flaw in
the plan, otherwise very nearly
perfect in theory, would seem to
be precisely that which has made
a number of recent prison upris-
ings possible, It Is administra-
tive, rather than physical. It is
suggested by the reflectiom that
with proper discipline

criminals, for example, would not
have had access to arms and am.
munition at Canon City. Of what
avall are any material precautions
in the face of policies which ig-
nore the primary fumction of a
penitentiary as a place of re-
straint?"

% %

The Oregonfan writer means in
the words, “the primary function
of a penitentiary as a plase of
restraint,” the mere keeping of
prisouers. Or at least that is In
lin® with past editorial articles in
that newspaper.

" % %

It is admitted that that is the
thing of imitial importamce. Men
confined in a peniteatiary must be
kept there. They must not be al-
lowed to escape. But the primary
function of the Oregom peniten-
tiary is to provide facilities for
reformation. Our constitution di-
rects this, and says penal servi-
tude must not be retributive; it
must be reformatory. Merely
keeping a prisoner behind grim

;

“I
* % %

There i3 no point In good pri-
son discipline for letting down.
It must he constant. It must be
strict. But this does not say that
it must be unnecessarily harsh, It
does not have to be cruel or inhu-
man, It must mot be, in fact.

% % %

For the reasons givem above,
the Bits man believes all prison
officials, all law enforcement of-
ficlals from the highest te the
lowest, ought to be trained. Pen-
ology should be taught in the
schools of higher learning. It
should be made a profession;
clothed with the dignity of a call-

ing.
s % %

There {s a Jim Lewis in 10,000,
who will make % near 100 per
cent perfect prison man. But all
the other 9999 men will be im-
proved in their qualifications by
training; by learning the rules of
the game. Jim Lewis had them
largely by Instinct; eame by them
naturally, or bhas acquired them
in the school of hard knocks, And
the deputy warden, Eugene Hal-
ley, is not far if any behind in
this respect. And the general
management and organigation of
the institution, under the direec-
tion of Henry L. Meyers, superin-
tendent, are enlightened futyre
models for the schools, well up
at the head of such institutions in
this country or the world.

T o

"LOTHER EDITORS

BANNING MONDAY BCENERY
Portland has decided to ban
street advertising by means of
banners and loud music, If that's
the resalt of the big dinner re-
cently held there and the adoption
of a Washington made sl ,
then we apologise for all the
ding we did about it, Hanging a
wash out on the line to advertise
the rose show, the state fair, the
chastanqua and other bunk puts
a town in the hick eclsss if any-
fhing does. Just why & clty should
permit itself to look like Naples
ok wash day we never have been
#ble to figure out. We hope the
foud noise prohibition includes
the Salvation Army, the Apostalic
mission and other famaties who
pound their way Into heavem on
& bass drum. Just what yelping
in the street has to do with relig-
fon is one of those mysteries that
cannot be solved, ANl # iadi-

-

the arena of the civie auditorium
here tonight.

The outstanding event of the
evening, the $5000 Olympic hotel
stake for geldings, was won by
Minute Man, owned by the Car-
nation farm of Pomona, Callf,

The Seattle Daily Times’ $1000
stake for fine harness horses went
to the same owned, with Time, a
young mare, that made a fine per-
formance.

Marco H, Hellman, Los Angeles
banker, took the crowd by storm
with his exhibltion of 18 stock
horses, with riders dressed in
Spanish costumes. The horses
carried the Hellman collection of
stiver and gold mounted Spanish®
saddles and bridles.

BAUSH GOLLEGE
FAMILIES MOVE

cates is that the yelper is a nut.
If he made that much noiss for
any other reason he would be put
in jail as a public nuisance, which
he is.—Corvallis Gazette-Times,

Old Oregon’s
Yesterdays

Town Talks from The States-
man Our Fathers Read

October 14, 1904

C. J. Atwood was elected super-
intendent of the First Methodist
Sunday school at the annual meet-
ing. Dr. W. W. Selleck, the new
pastor, was present for the first
time. Prof. Mary Reynolds and
A. A. Lée were chosen assistant
superintendents.

The Salem Bird Study club will
hold Its first fall meeting at the
Unitarian church, and will outline
the program for the new year.

Frank T. Wrightman and L. R.
Stinson are home from Seaside,

where they attended the grand

lodge of the Knights of Pythias,
Both returned wi4h honors.

Wrightman was chosen member of
and Stinsom

the grand tribune

grand keeper of the records and
seals.

Registiration continues slow at

the Marion county clerk’s office,

BRUSH COLLEGE, Oct. 14, —
Generally in the fall of the year,
at least one family out of each
community moves to some other
locality. Among those from Brush
College who have felt the urge to
move on are Mr. and Mrs. C. W.
Marquart and son Roy and Mr.
and Mrs. Lambert Feskins and
son Charles Lambert, who have
sold their bhousehold furniture
and are now motoring to Califor-

griticism almost since the time it

only 66 voters having registered
since the books were opened Sep-
tember 20,

IMMENSE DIRIGIBLE
[ MOORED TOMAST

nia, where they intend to make
their homae,

Mrs. F. W. Munson and daugh-
ters Mildred and Ruth and Mrs.
Jehn Norwood and son, Virgil, all
of Brush Ooliege and Mr. and Mrs.
Carl Worthington and infaat
dsughter, Betty Colleen, of Cutler
City, motored out to view
new home of Mr. and Mrs. W. L.
:'m of Hollywood Lane Sun-

KEIZER CLUD
OPENS SEASON

Community Cfub Plans for
Year’s Work and En-
~ joys Program

KEIZER, Oct. 14.—The Kelzer
community club held a very inter-
esting business sessiom at the
schoolhouse Friday evening.

Ray Betzer, the president, pre-
sided. Myrtle McClay is secretary
and Mildred Gardner, treasurer.

Plans were laid for the activi-
ties during the coming year.
Among these were a Hallowe'en
party and a special entertalnment
for the benefit of the club to be
given in the early part of the year.
It was decided to again serve the
hot lunches for the school chil-

dren, to begin as soon as the
teachers deem advisable.
Several committees were ap-

pointed. The club voted to amend
the by-laws and add a committe-
tee to greet the new members in
the club and also welcome new-
comers to the community.

During a short recess, Mrs. Nick
Brinkley, formerly Jewell Garner,
led in a community sing of old-
time songs, with Irma Keefer at
the piano.

A splendid program f{s ‘being
prepared for the November meet-
in{. Mrs. Thompson was again ap-
pointed reporter.

BALLAS KIWANIS
FETE MEMBERS

DALLAS,; October 12.—Some 20
boys and girls engaged fn club
work in Polk county were lunch-
eon guests of the Kiwanis club
Friday noon, when the winners
were announced for the three cups
for outstanding work in judging
at the Polk county fair.

The Jersey cup was awarded to
Leslie Stewart of the Bethel dis-
trict, he is the som of Mr. and
Mrs. 8. L. Stewart, both of whom
are very active {n the work of the
boys’ and girls’' clubs. Donald Me-
Caleb of Monmouth was winner of
the cup for the angora judging.
The announcement of these two
winners was made by J. R. Beck,
county agent under whose super-
vision these ¢lubs come.

Josiah Wills, annoumnced that
Anna Prang of the Bethel distriet
was winner of the cup for the
cooking division. Presentation of
the cups was made by Dr, V. C.
Staats who was chalrman of the
meeting. The cups must be won
three times although not success-
ively to become the permanent
property of the winners.

Mr, and Mrs, B. L. Stewart were
special guests for the luncheon as
well as Mr., Beck and Mr, Wills,

The Kiwanis club are also spon-
soring a group of camp fire girls
und]er direction of Miss Mabel
Teal,

JEFFERGON HUNTERS
KILL TWO DEER

JEFFERSON, October 14. —
Two large mule deer were brought
into Jefferson Saturday by Joe
McKee, Chas, McKee and Harold
Knight to show for their hunting
trip into eastern Oregonm.

Mrs. Grady Farrington and two
childrea returned Friday morning
from a two weeks' visit with her
parents, Mr, and Mrs. Mason in
Portland.

We are sorry to learn that the
West Coast Creamery company
will discontinue its business in
Jefferson after October 15,

Miss Marie Kihs attended the
County Christlan Endeavor con-
vention at Salem October 11-13,
as a delegate from the Christian
Endeavor society of the Evangel-
ical church in Jeffersom.

" NEW SERVICE OPENED
BUENOS AIRES, Oct. 14, —
(AP)—Radio telephone service

with Spain was successfully op-
ened this afterngon.

\

CARDINGTON, Eng., Oct. 14.—
(AP)—~Great Britain’s 100 pass-
enger dirigible R-100 which has
been subjected to cross winds of

was decided to bulld her five years
2go, was finaly launched today in

act calm and was moored to
ber mast expeditiously.

There was not a single hitch In
the launching and if the airship
has any weakness suggested in re-
cent crilicimas, they were not ap-
parent to the cheering spectators
88-the craft soared a few minutes
:e‘f:tr-a pulled by the nose to the
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