;

g

oy |

w\r

THE OREGON STATESMAN, SALEM, OREGON, SUNDAY M

ORNING, JANUARY 8, 1928

14

“Ben_Hur” Mightiest Spectacular Romance of all time Coming

COME TO ELSINORE THURSDAY

“ENOR” TOOPEN
FLSINORE THURSDAY

. “Ben-Hur,” a stetro-Goldwyn-
Mayer production made in IHaly
and in California, by epecial ar-
rangement with A. L. Erlanger,
Charles B, DilMingham and F. Zieg-

feld, Jr., will have its premiere
here at the Elsinore theater!
Thursday, opening a special en-
g.gement on that date. The pic-

ture was directed by Fred Niblo
gi.d the history of its thres years
in work is a real-life odyssey of
€ilt and adventurinz, cul-
pinnting with the completion of
t .+ Antioch circus and race course
and the filmin2 of the great char-
jor race twixt Messala and Ben-
Hur,

rprise

Ceneral Lew Wallace wrote
“nlen-Hur” half a century ago
(1875-80), and its success as a

novel was followed 'in 1889 by its
¢:amatization. The stage specta-
¢!~ held the boards for twenty two
ccex-ons, in which it bee me the
most widely known stage offering
in Anerica. In picturizing the
work Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer has
enjoyed the immense advantage
for the movies of a story laid in
outdoor scenes and eharacterized
by the splendor ..and pomp of
Graeco-Roman milieu in the time|

of Christ. Among the greater
scenes on which “the Newer Art
has lavished ils resources are

those of the Wise Men ‘and the
Star of Bethlehem; J& . un-
der Roman occupation, the sea
battle twixt Greeks and Romans,|
the life in Antioch and the char-

Here

fot race, the hero's assembling ‘ol

his Gallileean legions, the tindlngi

of his mother and sister in thel
Vale of Ninnom, and the miracu-,
lous healing wrought by the Di-
vine power. These scenes are knit
together by a story of love and re-
venge, to which the romance of
Ben-Hur and Esther, the intrigues
of Messala and the wiles of Iras,
lend engrossing interest. Ramon
Novarro (in the title part), Betly
Bronson, Francis X. Bushman
May McAvoy, Claire McDowell,
Kathleen Key, Carmel Myerg, Ni-
gel de Brulier, Mitchell Lewis,
Frank Currier, are some of tLhe
principal players.

POSTMAN COMEDY
CANTOR AT OREGON

In his secund starring vehicle
for Paramount, which opens at
the Oregon theatey today along
with Kaleb the Seer, for a four
dav’'s engagement under the titie
“8pecial Delivery” Eddie Cantor
plays the part of a rookie post-
man.

| selected this role,” the form-
er Broadway comedian and star
of “Kid Boots™ declares, ‘‘becaunse
he is human, lovable, helpfal and
because he has a whistle.”

tHis postman in “Special De-
livery" blunders through all sorts
¢f hilariously funny situations,
tets into all kinds of laugh-pro-
voking difficujies but is always
thoroughly human.

The story is Cantor’s own. He
has been author, star, and unoffi-
cial “gag” man. Into the original
jdea he wove his own personality
and his own view point of life, In
the working out of the story and
ifs transferral to the screen the
Cantor personality and the Cantor
philosophy have been retained.

It is impossible to disasso-
ciate Cantor and comedy. He is
just paturally funny. But, like all

humorists, underlying aH
his fun is a vein , of seriousness
and a love for hamanity. As &
result his comedy is the kind that
wins your heart while your sides
are aching with lauaghter,

When Eddie the mail clerk
proves himself totaily incapable of
sorting mail in the post office
vou are sorry for him. When he
is given a route and a chance Lo
prove himself, you rejoice with
him, and then laugh hilariously
and hé gets out of one excrusia-
tingly funny situation only te
bump slap bang into another.

Supporting Cantor in “Special
Delivery' is an unusually well bal-
ance] cast headed by Jobyna Ral-
ston who has just completed a
three vear contract as leading wo-
man for Harold Lloyd, her last
picture with the bespectacled star

great

being the “The Kid Brother.”
William Powell, the smooth suave
villain of dramatic productions,

adds a' melodramatic punch to the
screaming comedy of the Cantor
opus. Others in the cast are Jack
Dougherty as the Cop on the Beat,
Donald Keith as the Fireman
from Station 12, Victor Potel and
Panl Kelly as Nip and Tuck, a
brace of would-be detectives, and
mlary Carr as the mother.
Wwilliam Goodrich directed.

BODY RECOVERED
MARSHFIELD, Ore., Jan. 7
(AP)—The body of Dennis Webb,

RAMON
NOVARR.O

written by an American.

In “Ben Hur,” thrilling picturization of the greatest novel

overiooked the comedy element,

nor_has he let the heart interest
wane at any time.

Supporting Meighan in the cast
are Marietia  Miliner, Louise,
Brooks, Fred Kohler, Duke Mart-
in, Nancy Phillips, Wyndham
Standing, Charles Hill Malles,
King Zany and “Gunboat’’ Smith.

GRAND OPERA WL
BF DRANING CARD

Basil Horsfall has introduced a
real novelty in his ecreation. the
“Operafilm" production of Balfe's
immorta] Opera. “The Bohemian
Girl," which will be given here on
Tuesday, January 10, at the Elsi-
nore theater by the “National Op
era company."” This entertainment
cleverly mingles performances on
the stage and screen, the film re-
vealing the action and incidents in
2 manner imposdible to an ordin-
ary operatic performance, while
magnificent operatic stars in per-
son sing the famous arias and
number on a stage setting simi-
lar to the film s:ene, the"change
from screen to stage being almost
instantaneous. )

On its first tour through the
west, the average first night's an-
diences have really had no idea
what they would actually see, but
the comments of the departing
crowds have left no doubt about
the unanimous przise accorded
the whole production. The pie-
ture on the screan is an adaption
of the original tale and it arouses
great interest. The romance of
the fleeing Polish patriot, who be-
comes a Gypsy, and the stolen
daughter of the Austrian noble-
man. who also lives in the Gipsy
camp, is developed by a well-cho-
sen cast which includes Ellen Ter-
ry. Gladya Cooper, Constance Col-

TOMMETHHNSTA
CRODK MELLDHAM

in Thomas Meighan's new Para-
mound production “"The City Gone
Wild" which comes to the Elsinore

& Marco idea.
underworld leaders who hold im-
portant places In society circles.
While the street battle, mark-
ing the start of a new and terrible
crime wave in a certain American
metropolis serves as the opening
scene of “The City Gone Wild" 1t
is but gne of the thrilling incidents
during the enactment of the ple-
ture. Thrills have been packed
into this Meighan story, but at the
same time the whole central theme
is based on the love of a criminal
lawyer for the daughter of a capi-
talist, the latter being in reality
the king of the underworld, de-
spite his cloak of respectability.
The lawyer and the city's dis-
trict attorney are inseparable pals,
even though they have many court
tilts and each is in love with the
safie girl. She tells the lawyer
that he must give up his practice,
ag he is thwarting the work of the
law. The district attorney in his
cleanup campaign, arresis a cer-

tain gang leader, Gunner Gallagh-
er, and the lawyer feels it his duty
to save him. Gunoner ig freed the

her engagerient to the district at-
torney.

he will

attorney. It js carried out and

avenge his [(riend, accepts
former's office,
The new district attorney starts

theater on Sunday and Monday|a personal cleanup drive by find-
with the “Harvest Time’ Fanchon!ing the murderer and giving him
It is a story of|{the beating of his life in a bare

fist battle.
The murderer's sweetheart goes

posure if he doesn't get her friend
out on bail,
attorney that if he fails to grant
the slayer bail, she will tell the
world what she knows of the capi-
talist, which would mean social
srucifixion for the girl he loves.
Then comes one of the high
dramatic points, when the capital-
ist suicides and his
blames her sweetheart.
Throughout the picture, power-

sion doesn’t let down until
final fadeout.

City Gone Wild"”
made “The Covered

.

other great Paramount produc-
tions, is said
work well, getting every possibhle

thrill from the story. He has not

when someone accuses yom

you may see him at the

of Abileme, Texas, who was
drowned here with his wife sev-
eral weeks ago when he drove off
the North Bend dock in his auto-
mobile, was recovered today. The
body of Mrs. Webb is expected to
‘be located soon. It fs believed
Webb lost his way in a dense fog.

DEMANDS WILBUR QUIT

WASHINGTON, Jan. 7—(AP)
The resignation of Secretary of
the Navy Wilbur was demanded by
Representative Black, democrat,
of New York, during debate in the
house today on the resolution to
authorize President Coolidge to
appoint an independent commis-
sion to go into the submarine sit-
uatiom.

| BELIEVE

yet, isn't it true, that you make some excuse for knock-
ing on wood to prevent coming disaster?

KALEB

doesn’'t claim to be an ommiscience.
your mind, answer your questions, and give you the low-
down on Mrs, Jones; who lives around the corner. EVe
ERYWHERE he has been generally acclaimed and today

—AT THE—

—ON THE SCREEN— :

EDDIE __g_}_\NTOR £

of being superstitious. Amnd

Yet he will read

night the angered gir:; anpounces

The girl’s father, fearing that|
be revealer in his true|

A desperate machine gun b‘“ielcharacter. gives an order that'in “I Dreamt I Dwelt in Marble
‘n the streets, with gangsters and: means the death of the district Halls,” bringe sheer delight. Miss
police declaring war to the finfsh | :
forms one of the thrilling scenes|{the criminal lawyer seeking t0|and easy production of great vol-

the| ume mark this operatic singer as

to the capitalist and threatens ex-|

She tells the dlstr!rt'

daughter

ful drama is enacted and the ten-|
the

James Cruze, director of “The
the man who
Wagon,™
“Hollywood,” “0ld Ironsides,” and

to have done his

lier, and Ivor Novello.

But the novelty and full plea-
sure* from the performance is
given by the singers in the stage
sets. To hear Car] Bundschu sing
“The Heart Bow'd Down.” Frank-
lin Meeker in his exceptional and
dramatic rendering of “Then
You'll Remember Me,”” or Theo
Pennington’'s glorious voice raised

| Pennington’s remarkable control

the poasessor of a volce eminently
sultable te operatic work. Mer-
cedes Dalamada, dramatic soprano
and Frederick Wheeler, basso, and
a chorus give able support and
most delightful singing. -

“Operafilm’ production I8 more
than a successful venture. it is a
rea; additlon to stage entertain-
ment, adding all the charm of gen-

uine opera to the unbroken se-
juences of a screen drama.

MRVEST TINE 0
T ELSHORE TOBY

Back {rom a triumphant world
our, the Welsh Gleemen will come
‘o the Elsinore Sunday and Mon-
iay in Franchon & Marco's “Har-
vest Time™ idea. Jollyboan John
son, popular dancer, is a featured
performer,

This group of 14 choral artists
's recognized as one of the fines!
of its kind in the world,

Ranging from tenor to deep
bass, these fourteen male voices
blend perfectly with a richness

that comes only after long exper-
lence together. Countless num-
bers have been entertained
throughoutr the civilized world by
the Welsh Gleemen.

Recruited in Wales, this choral
croup have literally sgung their
way around the globe. Their fir:n]

|
|

eppearance in America was a land-
mark in theatrical circles. Their
return from a sueccessful tour ia a|
trinmph. |

This return engagement in]
America comes after reported de-|
mands by theatergoers. The pub-|
lic realizes the difficulty in keep-|
ing such a large zroup of singers)
rogether intact anpd wanted ._l
hear them onace more as they were |
criginally. i

To embellish the Harvest Time|

it

Idea Fanchon & Marco have in
cluded eome of their justly fam-
nus Sunkist Bexuties, who add the

touch of beauty and Egrace

Sconiely the Harvest Time Idea
Set in a rich Autumnal

is p{"l'f(‘(‘l,.

background. iv abounds in pump-|

i lsinore T
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Tremenaous >

A

heatre o

Glorious Musical Event! A Stage Sensation!

me Night Only
10th

WOCNDERFUL
REVIVAL
OF THIS POPULAR
OrERA

With Beantiful Costumes,
Stage Settings, and
One of the Most

BRILLIANT CASTS
OF OPERATIC
SINGERS EVER
HEARD IN THE -

WEST!

in the East and West!

ALL THE FAVORITE

THEO PENNINGTON—Famous American Sovrano.

MERCEDES DALMADA—Dramatic Soprano—Hammerstein’s
Opera House, London, England,

FRANKLIN MEEKER—Eminent Lyric Tenor,

CARL BUNDSCHU—American Baritone Sapreme.

FREDERICK WHEELER—Basso, Damrosch Symphony,

MELODPES—REMARKABLE

ENTERTAINMENT
Augmented Orchestra—BASIL HORSFALL (“nmluﬂing__

PRICES—1.50, $1.00, 75¢, 50c. (p'us tax,
Sale at Box Office.

Tickets now on
l'honp‘ 307.

DON'T MISS THIS GLORIOUS OPERATIC TREAT!
Acclaimed by press and public as the most remarkable and
novel musical attraction this season,

stacks.
will be a revelation.

‘onions
(breath? .

kins, ripening corn fields and hay ing breath i{s the penalty which

R will Do & treat as it nature imposes on ithose who lm-

dulge in the delectable luxury of

! raw onions. However, hot
How can a person who eats raw=°a"n‘
tea without milk or eream will

have a sweet-smelling
] | knock off the sharp edges of such

A pad-smell- |Ia breath.— The Pathfinder.

It can't be done.

uu.i'i ;
loveliness to the presentation. ’
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