RECORD OF REALTH
FOR EOUATY 500

Infant Modallty Rate, Indic-
ative of Conditions,
Notably Low

General héalth conditions in
Marion county are good, it is in-
icated by the low infant mortal-

r rate, which is nsually regarded
as the best Imdication of health
conditions. Thé rate here was
42.5 per thousand born, as com-
pared to 76 per thousand in the
registration;

These fi
the first annnal

*are included in

port of the Mar-

fon counly unit for 1826,

iseued Thurﬂllr The report, al-
most in full, 4% reprinted below:

The county Realth umit has just

completed a physical audit of Mar-

: ion county far the year 1926. We

bear a greatygeal about the finan-

cial affairs pEOUr community, but
we seldom . 41" _muiderntion to
its physical THEdDUPCEs.

Vital stajislies’ gel pally. con-
sidered a dry pab % but the Mar-

fon county hea.l-h nnit looks at
them as the bodkkeeping of life
and death. 5 :

In presenting these vital ac-
counts, the deaths in the state in-
stitutions have ‘beem excluded in
order to give a true picture of
Lealth conditibns among the resi-
dents of Marion counnty.

Attention has also been given to
comparing the causes and number
of deaths with the average for
other parts of the United States,
included in what is known as the
registration area, by the United
States census bureau,

Births Exceed Deaths

The first consideration is our
new arriv ‘for the year. There
were 805 hirths im the whole
county. When we consider that
ttere were 544 deaths, we find
that the net increase of popula-
t-on was 261,

It is interesting to learn that

y 255 of these youngsters decided to

' be born in Salem and 470 in the
balance of Marion county. Of this
number, 404 were boys and 401
girls.

While we have inecreased our
population during the year,

birth rate is considerably below
that for the registration area for
the United States. Apparently,
bables do not Increase as rapidly
as crops in Oregon.

A considerzation of the deaths is
a more serious matter. They num-
bered 544 during the year. Of
these, 208 were in the city of Sa-
lem and 336 in the county. One
of the ways in which we compare
roughly the bhealth conditions is
by means of the death rate per
thousand of population. In the
registration area of the United
Flates this was 11.9, as eompared
v ith 11.4 for the whole of Marion

cocunty. The Salem rate is 12.2,
while the rest of the county is
1i0.9,

A closer gtudy of the individual
causes of death is of more immedi-
ate importance. We are present-
ing below ten of the most im-
portant ones: Disease. of heart,
104; cerebral hemorrhage and
softening of brain, 67; kidney dis-
€ease, 58; cancer, 51; accidental
and unspecified external causes,
42; tuberculosis, (all forms), 28;
poeamonia, (all forms) 35; con-
genital debility and diseases of
early infancy, 20; influenza, 186.
appendicitis and typhlitis, 9;
Other causes of special interest—
Typhold fever, 1: emallpox, 2;
measles, 0; scarlet fever, 0;
Whooplng cough, 2; diphtheria, 2.

It §is important to notice both
the nmumerical order and the in-
dividual diseases causing the larg-
est number of deathse. Tuberculo-
sis stands fifth in the list, only 3
ot these 10 cases are from con-
tagious or communicable diseases.
Up until a comparatively recent
time. tuberculosis caused more
decths than any single disease.

It should be noted that the
place at the head of the list has
now been taken by a group of dis-
eases often called the “wear and
tcar’ diseases, Iincluding heart
and kidney disease and caneer,
as well as accidenta] deaths. All
of these have to do with our mod-
err methods of* lving.

It is gratifying to note that for
Marion county in 1926, diphtheria
does not appear upon this list.
In 1925 there were 19 deaths in
the county from this disease. The
death rates in Marion county ex-
ceed those of the registration area
for the following diseases: heart
and kidney disease, cerebral hem-
orrhage, cancer and accidents.

One of the most sensitive meas-

our urements of health conditions is
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-

the infant mortality rate, which
is measured by the number of
children whio die before they reach
their first birthday in proportlon
to each 1,000 births.

In this fleld the whaole Pldlc
coast has an excellent record, and
Marion county stands well up on
the list. The rate for the registra-
tion area, average 1921 to 1923,
was 76 per thousand births; im
Marion. ecounty in 1926 the rate
was 42.5. This indicates that Mar-
lon county is a safe place to be
born.

A study was made of the causes
of 37 baby deaths to see whether
further improvement in our rates
ceould be expected. It was found
that 62.2 per cent of these deaths
orcurred in infants mot yet four
weeks old. A careful analysis of
Lthe causes of this infant mortality
showed that 42.2 per cent of the
dcaths were the result of condi-
tions that are known to be oper-
ative before or at the time the
children were born.

It is believed by physicians that
a large percéntage of these deaths
can be prevented by improved care
for the mother befor2 and at the
time the baby arrives. This is
cne of the activities in which the
Masurion County Child Health dem-
onstration is cooperating with the
local physicians.

Organization of County Unit

In March, 1926, the Marion
county health unit was organized
through a cooperative agreement
of the county court, city of Sa-
lem, and Salem board of educa-
tion, with the assistance of the
state board of comtrol, 4nd the
Marion County Child Health dem-
cnstration. The funds already be
ing expended by these official or-
ganizations were pooled, and a
full time county unit established.

Each of these groups elected a
member who was to serve on the
executive committee of the county
health unit. Representatives are
as follows: Ellis Purvine, City of
Salem, chairman; Judge J. T.
Hunt, county court; Frank Neer,
Salem school board.

This committee controls the ex-
penditures of the unit and directs
its policy. Dr. Walter H. Brown,
director of the Marion County
Child Health demonstration, has
been officially appointed heaith of-
ficer, without salary, and Dr., Ver-
non A, Douglas, deputy health of-
ficer, on full time. The sgervices
of a clerk were furnished by the
state board of health. The sani-

tary imspector, already employed

by the city, works -dmin.lstmtv.-
Iy with the unit.

The first activity of the unit
was a careful survey of part time
health services _which were zl-
ready being furnished by each one
of the cooperating agencies. These
weére combined under the one head
and additional service iz being
furnished by the Marion County
Child Health demonstration. The
vital statistics were transferred to
the unit from both the city and
county. The headquarters of the,
unit is at 434 North High street,
in the same bullding with the
child health demonstration. The
building is furnished by the Sa-
lem board of education.

One of the first problems de-
manding solution was 2 more sys-
tematic* and effective control of
cocmmunicable " diseases. Conse-
quently, definite effort has been
made to increase the promptness
and accuracy of reporting com-
municable diseases, methods of
quarantine, and "the following up
of suspended cases. A complete
seét of" records has been put into
operation.

The unit has assumed responsi-
bility for the quarantining and
releasing of all cases of communi-
cable disease. This system of con-
trol is carried out, however, in the
city of Silverton and in the incor-
porated towns through the local
Lealth officer. By means of this

{Continued on page 5.)

Kimball Piane Bargain

Upright in good condition $125.
$5 down, $5 a month.

GEO. C. WILL MUSIC HOUSE
432 State St., Salem
Established 48 Years

C. A. LUTHY
Jewealer
In New Location
8325 STATE STREET

Watches, Clocks and Jewelery ||}/
Repaired

Your Car Deserves

SEIBERLINGS
America’s Finest Tire

ZOSEL'’S &mor

190 8. Commercial Tel. 471

| €
Furnished

|1 A large number of the offices in

thw fine new bank building

West-Made Desks

No doubt you noticed as you strolled through the building |

y ’ - some of the finest office furniture made.

We can fulfill the requirements of most any firm when it
r comes to office furniture.
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First National
Bank Building

Reservations

A reservation of office space in the First National Bank
Building is an investment in security for your business,

Around your home and those whom you love you throw every
reasonable precaution of safety. You leave them during the
hours of your absence with the satisfaction of having done every-
thing within your power to protect them.

Have you done as much for your business, which is their liveli-
hood as well as yours?

To install your offices in the new First National Bank Build-
ing is to provide your business with the utmost of security—
security which no amount of insurance in less modern quarters
can fully supply.

Safety

Concrete and steel in its walls and floors, steel window case-
ments and sash, special safety doors at the stairways cutting off
each floor from the others, and fully enclosed elevator shafts give
the new First National Bank Building a fire-resisting congtruc-
tion far superior to any other in Salem.

Those same safety doors at each stairway entrance, closed
after business hours when egress and engress to and from the
building is by the elevators and under the scrutiny of the opera-
tors, safeguard your office from trespassers.

In the basement special storage vaults are prov:ded for the use
of tenants in the building for the storage of articles too large to
be placed in the bank’s safety depositsboxes.

.8 Q

Accessibility

An office easy to find in a building centra]ly located, known to
practically everyone, is a true asset to one’s business. The pub
lic, this day and age, will not put themselves out to locate a firm
with which to do business—there are too many wide awake firms
who put themselves before the people. Using attrgctive and con-*
veniently located offices to do it. : £

Health

There is more than health preservation, ﬁ'esh air
saving natural light, in the scientific manner in which /every
office in the new First National Bank Building has been built
into the general scheme of the structure. .

There is an atmosphere to every room, with !ts M out-
look over the city and surrounding country, and
inspires ideas and endeavor; a cheerfulness‘
dency, and an inspiration compellmg apph
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